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scientists made “artificial life.”

It became quite the buzz when
scientists with the J. Craig Venter
Institute developed their first ver-
sion of the so-called “minimal
cell.”> As we would soon learn, the
researchers had accomplished an
amazing technical feat, but it was
far from creating life. Instead, we
learned that the researchers had to
borrow from existing life all the
instructions and machinery in addi-
tion to the actual cell structure for
their “artificial life.”

Fast forward to 2026, headlines
buzz again with questions like, “Did
scientists just create life?” While
this latest research is again techni-
cally very impressive, it is a far cry
from creating new life. Interestingly,
we are hearing about this research,
not after it is published in a high-
profile journal following peer review,
but because it was placed onto what
is known as a preprint server called
bioRxiv (pronounced bio-archive).
This is where researchers can upload

IN 2010, headlines declared that

Recently, a paper was posted on a preprint server that
claims to have built a synthetic cell. This has led some to
produce headlines claiming that researchers have built
“artificial life” or similar claims. When the details are
examined, the impressive biochemistry and molecular
biology behind the experiment reveal that the products
of this experiment are far from a living cell.

their research manuscripts and allow
other researchers to see and study
their work before it gets published.
Many researchers are utilizing this
avenue to get their work in front
of the research community more
quickly. They can post a preprint
of their article while it makes its
way through the peer review system,
which can take months and, in some
cases, more than a year!

The research paper in this case is
called “A Chemically Defined Syn-
thetic Cell Capable of Growth and
Replication,” which seems to be an
impressive title.” The claims made
based upon the paper by some news
sources and scientists may tend to
give the sense that these researchers
have created life. But what did they
actually do?

Lead researcher Kate Ama-
dala and her team nicknamed it

“SpudCell.” The cute name refers
to an experimental system they
have set up that uses lipids to make
a compartment (like what sur-
rounds living cells) and insert into
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this system a series of components
to give this “cell” the ability to per-
form some of the functions of living
cells. The authors are clear in their
text: SpudCell metabolizes nutri-
ents in only an incredibly limited
sense—it’s not designed to. The
desire here was to try to simplify
things as much as possible. It is also
worth noting that the researchers
themselves do not claim to have cre-
ated “life” but only a synthetic “cell.”

SpudCell is described as having
a “genome” made of seven or eight
small DNA molecules (called plas-
mids) totaling about 90,000 DNA
bases that encode some proteins
that the system needs. But to make
the proteins from the DNA, they
provide SpudCell with most of the
machinery already assembled. For
instance, the researchers provided
ribosomes, which perform transla-
tion to build proteins from RNA
information, built by bacterial cells.
In addition, they provide a DNA
polymerase to facilitate copying the
DNA molecules.

The side effect of forcing a small
genome is that many nutrients, pro-
teins, macromolecules, and molecu-
lar machines (like the polymerase
just mentioned) had to be provided
to the system. In fact, the system had
to be provided with high concentra-
tions of these resources to avoid col-
lapse. To help cells “grow” in size,
the authors delivered new proteins
and machinery needed by the cell
using lipid vesicles that could fuse
with the membrane, releasing their
cargo and adding to the size of the
membrane.

SpudCell cannot divide on its
own. The researchers use two dif-
ferent ways to try to make it divide.
One method essentially is like a
mechanical extruder that squeezes
oil through a strainer and gets
smaller bubbles of oil—not life-like!
The other mechanism used some
proteins borrowed from biotechnol-
ogy tools to try to force the “bubbles”



to divide. The authors acknowledge
that these systems are not perfect
and do not allow for endless division.
The first mechanism allowed about
tive divisions before things broke
down. The second mechanism only
allowed one division because there
was no way to guarantee that com-
ponents would be portioned out.

This brings up another impor-
tant issue: SpudCell did not always
divide evenly, meaning that DNA,
proteins, and other components
were not partitioned carefully as
they are in real living cells. Further,
the authors claim to have made a
form of “selection” where they engi-
neered a genetic advantage, which
enabled SpudCells that received
the advantage to predominate over
others in the system.

While this is an impressive bio-
chemical feat, it begs the question:
if it takes this much effort to design
something that isn’t even alive, what
does that say about real life? The
authors have gone to extensive
lengths to carefully design every
aspect of this experimental system.
Their end product, while fascinat-
ing and impressive, is a far cry from
anything considered truly “alive.”
While I do not have an objection to
researchers who want to explore the
lower limits of living organisms to
determine what makes something
“alive,” I think we need to honestly
reflect on what has been done here.
These researchers have borrowed
features of living cells and used tools
created for research and combined
them into a system that only vaguely
looks like a living system.

Have researchers created syn-
thetic life? No, not really. Did
they create life from non-life? Defi-
nitely not. Nor does it appear that
the ability to do so is getting any
easier the more we learn about life.
Instead, these researchers uninten-
tionally demonstrated that exten-
sive intelligent design is required
even to engineer a highly simpli-

fied, nonliving cell-like system
capable of performing a few basic
functions.

ENDNOTES
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OST ancient authors

who wrote about his-

toric events have often
been proven wrong when archae-
ologists and historians uncover
details about the facts in question.
In fact, it is not uncommon to dis-
cover that even modern historians
are forced to issue retractions, cor-
rect errant statements, or publish
revised editions of their books.
Generally speaking, as more accu-
rate information is uncovered about
a certain historical event, the more
the ancient authors who attempted
to chronicle it are shown to have
missed details and made mistakes.
One collection of books, however,
enjoys the singular distinction of
being correct about everything it
records. In fact, as more informa-
tion comes to light concerning the
events it relates, the more the text
is validated, and often vindicated,
from fallacious accusations of error.
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THE BETHLEHEM BULLA AN
IBLE ARCHAEOL_

Kyle Butt, D.Min.

Archaeology repeatedly confirms
the details documented in the

books of the Bible.

Often, the archaeological discov-
eries come in the humblest of forms.
For instance, in 2012, the Israel
Antiquities Authority announced
that researchers discovered a small
piece of clay, known as a bulla,
that was about half an inch across,
roughly the size of an adult thumb-
nail. A bulla is a clay seal or stamp
that people used in ancient times to

<« » . . .
tag” certain items, somewhat like

how we in modern times would
have a tag on a shirt, or a brand
insignia printed on a cup. This bulla
proved to be remarkable because it
contained a Hebrew inscription
from 2,700 years ago, document-
ing that it came from the town of
Bethlehem, in Judah, the birthplace
of Jesus.! This inscription is the
oldest extrabiblical archacological
evidence of the town of Bethlehem




that plays such a prominent role in
the birth story of Christ. Further-
more, it was from this town that the
prophet Micah predicted the Mes-
siah would come, approximately 700
years before Jesus was born (Micah
5:2). And the bulla dates very close
to the time of Micah, between 800-
700 B.C., putting it roughly around
the time of King Hezekiah.

While this find stands as excellent
evidence of the Bible’s accuracy, it is
not unusual. Thousands of discov-
eries across the centuries have vali-
dated the biblical text and proven
it to be the most accurate ancient
material ever penned. The prophet
Isaiah once challenged the idolators
of his day, by calling on their idols to
“show the former things, what they
were, that we may consider them”
(Isaiah 41:22). God’s point through
the prophet was clear: the God who
gets all the historical facts right,
every time, without a single error,
is the true God. Through the pages
of the Bible, God accepted His own
challenge to the false idols, and has
repeatedly shown what really hap-
pened in the past, so we can know
that the God of the Bible is the true
God.

ENDNOTES

! “History of Bethlethem Documented
by First Temple Period Bulla from
the City of David” (2019), Bibli-
cal Archaeology Society, https://
www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/
earliest-history-of-bethlehem-docu-
mented-by-first-temple-period-bulla-
from-the-city-of-david/.
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suffering of people in different
places at different times in his-
tory, so allow me to try to bring this
a little closer to home for those who
live in the U.S. Imagine if Congress
passed a bill that said on a partic-
ular day 11 months from now all
non-Christians were authorized (or
commanded) to kill every Chris-
tian man, woman, and child' and
then take all their possessions. Not
only did Congress pass such a bill,
but the President signed it into law.
What’s more, the Supreme Court
quickly took up a challenge to the
law and ruled in a 9-0 decision that
such was perfectly Constitutional.
Imagine the Christians’ fear and
anxiety, the weeping and wailing,
and the prayers to God for deliver-
ance upon learning about such a law
(for months leading up to the appar-
ent day of destruction). Though
such a scenario seems inconceiv-
able, a comparable decree was made
2,500 years ago in ancient Persia.

AN “IMPOSSIBLE” PREDICAMENT
IN the early fifth century B.C,,

IT is difficult to appreciate the

the Persian Empire was the

world’s one superpower—made
up of 127 provinces that stretched
from India to Ethiopia. In about 475
B.C., the Persian king Ahasuerus®
promoted a man named Haman to
be his highest-ranking official in
the kingdom. The king “advanced
him and set his seat above all the
princes who were with him” and
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entrusted him with his signet ring
(Esther 3:1,10-12; cf. 8:2). The king
even commanded all his servants
within his gate to bow down and
pay homage to Haman (3:2).

When a faithful Jew and Per-
sian court official named Mordecai
refused to bow down to the king’s
new chief advisor, Haman became
furious. He was so angry with Mor-
decai that he did not simply want to
punish him. He did not just want to
kill him. “Instead, Haman sought
to destroy all the Jews who were
throughout the whole kingdom
of Ahasuerus—the people of Mor-
decai” (3:6).

The vindictive Haman proceeded
to convince the king that there was
“a certain people” (i.e., the Jews)
who “do not keep the king’s laws”
and “it is not fitting for the king
to let them remain.” Thus, Haman
encouraged the king to “let a decree
be written that they be destroyed,”
and then volunteered to fund the
effort himself—to pay a stagger-
ing “ten thousand talents of silver’
into the hands of those who do
the work” (Esther 3:8-9; 4:7). It
seems that King Ahasuerus had
total confidence in Haman and
his plan to rid his kingdom of a
rebellious people—whose precise
identity seems to have been hidden
from the king,

Make no mistake about it: the
destruction of the Jews was to be
total annihilation.



Then the king’s scribes were
called on the thirteenth day of
the first month, and a decree
was written according to all
that Haman commanded—to
the king’s satraps, to the gover-
nors who were over each province,
to the officials of all people, to
every province according to its
script, and to every people in
their language. In the name of
King Ahasuerus it was written,
and sealed with the king’s signet
ring. And the letters were sent
by couriers into all the king’s
provinces, to destroy, to kill,
and to annihilate all the Jews,
both young and old, little chil-
dren and women, in one day, on
the thirteenth day of the twelfth
month, which is the month of
Adar, and to plunder their pos-
sessions. A copy of the document
was to be issued as law in every
province, being published for all
people, that they should be ready

for that day (3:12-14).

What’s more, a royal decree in
the Persian kingdom could not
be altered or revoked. Recall how
earlier in the book of Esther, when
Queen Vashti was removed from her
position, that the king’s counselors
encouraged the king to “let a royal
decree go out from him, and let it be
recorded in the law of the Persians
and the Medes, so that it will not
be altered” (1:19; cf. 8:8).

To make matters worse, if the
new queen, Esther, were to go before
the king to intercede for the Jews (of
which she secretly was one—2:10),
she could be killed. After all, “[a]ll
the king’s servants and the people
of the king’s provinces know that
any man or woman who goes into
the inner court to the king, who
has not been called, he has but one
law: put all to death, except the
one to whom the king holds out
the golden scepter, that he may
live” (4:11). Furthermore, Esther
had not been summoned before
the king in a month (4:11). The

same king who had removed the

previous queen from her position,
the same king who had agreed to
Haman’s request to exterminate an
allegedly rebellious people, and the
same king who had not called for
Esther in 30 days, he very well could
have allowed the Persian law to take
its normal course and put Esther to
death if she approached the inner

court of the king’s palace uninvited.

GOD WILL KEEP HIS PROMISES

MID such apparent hope-
lessness, Esther’s cousin,
ordecai, who raised her

following the death of her parents,
spoke these bold words: “[R]elief
and deliverance will arise for the
Jews” (4:14).

The book of Esther does not
indicate why Mordecai was so
confident that the Jews would be
delivered from a murderous massa-
cre, but the Bible as a whole does:
God keeps His promises. Just as God
had kept His promise to Abraham
that He would make of Abraham’s
descendants a great nation, and just
as God had kept his promise to give
Abraham’s many descendants the
land of Canaan,* God had promised
(1,500 years before Mordecai) thar
through Abraham’s Seed all nations
would be blessed (Genesis 22:18), and
that promised Descendant had not yet
come. Thus, despite the dire circum-
stances, Mordecai had confidence
that deliverance would arise for the
Jews’ from somewhere somehow.

- God providentially ensured
that His yromise (y[ salvation
tﬁrougﬁ the Messial
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GOD’S PROVIDENCE AT
WORK IN PERSIA

EITHER God nor a
prophet of God is any-
where mentioned in the

book of Esther, nor is any super-

natural miracle specified. And yet,

God is everywhere, quietly working

behind the scenes through natural

means, ensuring His promise of sal-
vation through the Jewish Messiah
is kept, even as He works with the
choices of the free will of human
beings, including Esther “for such

a time as this” (4:14).

Though the Old Testament
details many supernatural miracles
that God worked on His way to
saving humanity from having to
face the eternal consequences of
sin,’ surely the reader sees that God
was continuing to work in Esther
and Mordecai’s day to preserve the
Seed promise, yet through divine
providence (as in the life of Joseph—
Genesis 45:5-9; 50:20).

WHAT IF, when the decree was
made to annihilate the Jews:

o Queen Vashti had not previously
refused to obey the king’s com-
mand to present herself in all her
beauty before the Persian officials
(1:11-12), and thus was still the
queen of Persia (and not Esther,
the Jew)?

e Among “all the beautiful young
virgins...in all the provinces” of
Persia chosen to go to the king’s
palace as a possible replacement
for Vashti, Esther had not been
chosen (2:3-4,8)?

e Esther had not obtained favor in
the sight of Hegai, who oversaw
all the women (2:9)?

e Esther had not “obtained favor
in the sight of all who saw her”
(2:15)2

e Esther had not been the one
woman in all of Persia to be
chosen as the next queen (2:17)?

e Mordecai had not been at the
king’s gate to overhear the plot of

(cont. on p. 8)
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two men to assassinate the king
(2:2123)2

e Mordecai had not informed the
king of this plot, and this infor-
mation had not been recorded in
the king’s chronicles (2:22-23)?

e Mordecai had been rewarded by
the king at that time (2:22-23),
rather than years later (6:1-11)?”

e The king was never sleepless and
never had the chronicles read to
him (6:1)2

e The account of Mordecai saving
the king’s life years earlier was not
the specific reading chosen (6:2)?

e Haman had attempted to hang
Mordecai one day earlier than he
had planned (5:14; 6:4)?

e The lots Haman had cast to see
what month the Jews would
be annihilated fell, not on the
twelfth month, but the first or
second month, giving Mordecai
and Esther much less time to work
with (3:7)?

o Esther did not agree to risk her
life and approach the king unsum-
moned (5:1)?

e The king did not extend the
golden scepter to Esther (5:2)?

CONCLUSION: GOD’S
PROVIDENCE PREVAILS

In the end, God turned Haman’s
evil scheme upside down.

e Esther courageously approached
the king and exposed Haman’s
annihilation plan.

e Haman was hanged on the gallows
that he had built for Mordecai
(7:9-10).

e Mordecai was given Haman’s
estate as well as his place as the
king’s highest-ranking official
(8:1-2).

e A second royal decree was written

“according to all that Mordecai
commanded” (8:9), which empow-
ered the Jews to defend themselves
against their enemies.

e The decree was sealed with the
king’s signet ring, which Mordecai
was given (8:2,8,10).

e Jews throughout the kingdom
“had rest from their enemies,”
while 75,000 of their enemies
perished in provinces through-
out the Persian Empire, on the
day Haman had planned for the
Jews to be destroyed (9:16).

e Rather than the Jews be annihi-
lated, they actually increased in
number, as “many of the people of
the land became Jews, because fear
of the Jews fell upon them” (8:17).

e And while Haman had “cast Pur
(that is, the lot)...to determine the
day and the month” on which
the Jews were to perish (3:7), this
day “turned from sorrow to joy
for them, and from mourning
to a holiday,” which they called
“Purim” (9:22,26).

Just as God was at work in Egypt
in the 15* century B.C.—when He
rescued Abraham’s descendants
from slavery and death and turned
the Egyptian false gods upside down
with 10 punishing plagues—God
was at work in Persia in the fifth
century B.C. Indeed, when all
seemed hopeless, countless ordinary
events fell perfectly in place for the
preservation of the Jews.

Esther is not a book of random
chances and events, but of a sover-
eign God Who is capable of work-

ing out His redemption plan even

through the free-will choices of
others. Though He is never specifi-
cally mentioned in the book, Esther
tells the story of God magnificently
working behind the scenes to pre-
serve the Jewish nation, through
whom He had promised to bless all
nations. Had Haman succeeded,
God’s covenant promise to Abra-
ham—that through his Seed all
the families of the earth would
be blessed (Genesis 12:1-3; 22:18;
Galatians 3:8,16)—would have
appeared to be in jeopardy. Instead,
God providentially ensured that His
promise of salvation through the
Messiah would never be thwarted.

ENDNOTES

Not that all children of Christians are
themselves Christians but that they are
growing up in Christian homes.

[N}

Also known as Xerxes L.

w

According to Herodotus, this amount
nearly equals what the Persian empire
collected in taxes annually some 50 years
carlier, under the reign of Darius I (sce
Herodotus, Histories, 3.95, https://sacred-
texts.com/cla/hh/hh3090.htm).

Genesis 12:1-3; 13:15; 15:7; 17:8; 18:18;
21:12; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14; Exodus 6:8;
Numbers 13:2; Deuteronomy 6:10-12,23.

For at least some of the Jews.

S

w
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From Isaac’s birth, to the plagues in Egypt,
and the Red Sea crossing.

Esther became queen in 2:16 (in the 7
year of Ahasuerus), while Mordecai is
mentioned as uncovering the assassination
plot seemingly soon thereafter (in 2:21-23).
Mordecai’s reward (in chapter 6) is given
in the 12 year of Ahasuerus’ reign (37).
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DISTINGUISHING feature

of the belief system of Jeho-

vah’s Witnesses is their ada-
mant contention that Jesus does not
partake of deity. Instead, they claim
that Jesus was the first created
being. However, a careful consider-
ation of the underlying Greek word
mpwtdTokog reveals that Greek has
two basic meanings for the word:
(1) birth order/sequence, as in Luke
2:7 and Hebrews 11:28; and (2)
having special status (like a firstborn

<« » <« . »
son), hence, suprerne, SllpCl'lOl‘,

“exalted,” “highest,” and even pos-
sessing “sovereignty.” A host of the
world’s Greek scholars have weighed
in on the meaning of “firstborn.”
Respected Greek scholar Bruce
Metzger observes: “The adjective
“first’ refers both to rank as well as
time. The Apostle alludes here not
only to Christ’s priority to all cre-
ation, but also to his sovereignty over
all creation.” Conservative com-
mentator Donald Guthrie noted:
“Firstborn must be understood in
the sense of supreme rather than
in the temporal sense of born.™ J.R.
Dummelow of Cambridge explains:
“The word expresses priority to and
then supremacy over. Probably
the latter only is meant here.”
In the Beacon Bible Commentary
series, John Nielson observes: “Paul
is saying that Jesus Christ is none

Dave Miller, Ph.D.

other than God Himself.... “first-
born’ is equivalent to ‘only begot-
ten, and is a Jewish technical term
meaning ‘uncreated’.”

A good summary of the linguis-

tic data pertaining to “firstborn”

in Colossians 1:15 is provided by
William Barclay’s insightful obser-
vations given in his popular com-
mentary series:
We will remember that according
to the Gnostics the work of cre-
ation was carried out by an infe-
rior god, ignorant of and hostile
to the true God. It is Paul’s teach-
ing that God’s agent in creation
is the Son and in this passage he
has four things to say of the Son
in regard to creation. (i) He is the
firstborn of all creation (Colos-
sians 1:15). We must be very care-
ful to attach the right meaning
to this phrase. As it stands in
English it might well mean the
Son was the first person to be cre-
ated, but in Hebrew and Greek
thought the word firstborn
(prototokos) has only very indi-
rectly a time significance. There
are two things to note. First-
born is very commonly a title of
honour. Israel, for instance, as
a nation is the firstborn son of
God (Exodus 4:22). The mean-
ing is that the nation of Israel is
the most favoured child of God.
Second, we must note that first-
born is a title of the Messiah. In
Psalms 89:27, as the Jews them-
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selves interpreted it, the promise

regarding the Messiah is “I will

make him my firstborn, higher
than the kings of the earth.”

Clearly firstborn is not used

in a time sense at all, but in

the sense of special honour. So
when Paul says of the Son that he

is the firstborn of all creation, he

means that the highest honour

which creation holds belongs
to him. If we wish to keep the
time sense and the honour sense
combined, we may translate the
phrase: “He was begotten before
all creation.”
Accordingly, Jesus is not part of
the creation. He stands above and
before all created things. He is, in
fact, the Creator.

Apart from these scholarly obser-
vations, which could be multiplied
many times over, the biblical text
itself serves as its own best inter-
preter. The word “for” (8t) is the
Greek conjunction/marker of cau-
sality® meaning “because”—even as
the New World Translation renders
it. By use of the term, Paul explains
and defines the meaning of “first-
born” in the context, answering
the question, “In what way is Jesus
the ‘firstborn’ or “how can He
be considered ‘firstborn’? Look
at the Holy Spirit’s answer: “He is
the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation.” FOR—

e By Him all things were created

(vs. 16).

e All things were created through

Him (vs. 16).

o All things were created for Him

(vs. 16).

e He is before all things (vs. 17).
e In Him all things consist/inhere

(vs. 17).
e In all things He has the preemi-

nence (vs. 18).
o In Him all the fullness dwells (vs.
19).
Hence, for Jesus to be “firstborn”
means that He is the Creator Who
precedes all created things and in



All things were created by Him.
Colossians 1:16

(lass of All Created Things

All Matter
Entire Universe
Everything on Earth
All Human Beings
All Angels & Celestial Beings
(Except Deity)

If Jesus created ALL things,
then Jesus was not created.

(lass of All Non-Created
(Eternal) Things

DEITY
Father
Son
Holy Spirit

Whom dwells the fullness of divin-
ity. [Examine the above graphics.]
The expression “all things” (té
mévte) is used four times in Colos-
sians 1:16-17 to refer to all things
that were created, including both
the created order, i.e., the mate-
rial Universe, as well as the spirit

realm—“in heaven and...on earth”

(cf. Ephesians 1:10; 3:9). English
theologian and biblical commen-
tator Daniel Whitby commented:
“Now he who is therefore the First-
born of the whole Creation, because
he created all things, cannot himself
be any part of the Creation, either
in Heaven or Earth, or be numbered
amongst his Creatures.... Christ is
here styled the Firstborn, as being
the Lord of all things.”” The book
of Colossians alone is sufficient to
establish the deity of Christ and,
therefore, the fatal error of Jehovah’s
Witness doctrine.

Interestingly, the New World
Translation, perhaps unwittingly,
provides support for these observa-
tions in its rendering in Colossians
2:9—“because it is in him that all
the fullness of the divine quality
dwells bodily.” The NKJV renders
the verse: “For in Him dwells all
the fullness of the Godhead bodily.”
Here is a verse that forthrightly
declares that Jesus possesses deity.
For if the whole fullness of the God-
head dwells in Christ, then deity

resides in Christ. Metzger rightly
declared:

Nothing could be clearer or more
emphatic than this declaration. It
means that everything without
exception which goes to make
up the godhead, or divine qual-
ity, dwells or resides in Jesus
Christ bodily, that is, is invested
with a body in Jesus Christ. It is
to be noticed also that Paul uses
the present tense of the verb,
“dwells.” He does not say that
the fullness of the divine qual-
ity “has dwelt” or “will dwell” in
Jesus Christ, but that it “dwells”
there."

In his discussion of the “Colos-
sian Heresy,” celebrated English
theologian and Professor of Divin-
ity at Cambridge, J.B. Lightfoot,
discusses Paul’s responses to the
forces that endangered the faith of
the Colossian Christians, which
included a firm declaration of the
deity of Christ. Referring to Jesus,
Lightfoot observed: “He is the vis-
ible image of the invisible God. He
is not only the chief manifestation
of the Divine nature: He exhausts
the Godhead manifested. In Him
resides the totality of the Divine
powers and attributes.”' He sum-
marizes the meaning of “firstborn™

The main ideas then which the
word involves are twofold.... (1)
Priority to all creation. In other
words it declares the absolute
pre-existence of the Son. At first
sight it might seem that Christ
is here regarded as one, though
the earliest, of created beings.
This interpretation, however, is
not required by the expression
itself.... And if this sense is not
required by the words them-
selves, it is directly excluded by
the context. It is inconsistent
alike with the universal agency
in creation which is ascribed to
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Him in the words following, v

a0t txtioBn té mévta [“in him

were created all things”—DM]
and with the absolute pre-exis-
tence and self-existence which

is claimed for Him just below,

adTég 0Ty Tpd mAvTwy [“he is

before all things”—DM].... (2)

Sovereignty over all creation....

“He is the Firstborn, and, as the

Firstborn, the absolute Heir and

sovereign Lord, of all creation.”*?

Lightfoot also points out that pro-
totokos/firstborn cannot be allowed
to create inconsistency with another
term that the Bible uses to describe
Christ, i.e., monogenes—defined as
“alone of His kind and therefore dis-
tinct from created things.”"” To
summarize, Lightfoot rightly notes
that verse 15 explains the sense in
which “firstborn over all creation”
is to be understood: “Thus con-
nected, it shows that the Tpwtétoxog
[firstborn—DM] Himself is not
included in maoa ktiowc [“all cre-
ation”—DM].” Indeed, Jesus is not
a created being. Since Scripture is
its own best interpreter, observe the
obvious comparison between Colos-
sians 1 and Hebrews 1—a compari-
son that further demonstrates the
divinity of Christ is seen below.

To summarize, the allusion
to “firstborn” to refer to Christ
in Colossians 1:15 does not mean
that Jesus was a created being. The

Bible, in both the Old and New Tes-

taments, repeatedly indicates that

Jesus Christ was God in the flesh—
Who came to Earth to atone for
human sin. This singular doctrine

is, in fact, the heart and core of the

one and only true religion on Earth:

Christianity."
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AP Personal-Carry Bible Now in Spanish?

A few years ago, I had the privilege of
traveling to Central America with about 50
fellow Christians from the U.S. Before we
left, everyone was encouraged to pack Span-
ish-language teaching materials—including
Bibles—to distribute while studying with
people in the communities we visited.

As we were handing out those Bibles and
studying with interested individuals, my
translator made a troubling discovery. Some
of the Spanish Bibles that had been brought from
the United States contained “the sinner’s prayer” in
the opening pages. Before continuing our work, we
immediately began removing those pages by hand.

I've never forgotten that experience.

For many years, Apologetics Press has been blessed
to provide hundreds of Spanish-language resources
online, including articles, correspondence courses,
and downloadable books. Yet one important resource
had been missing: a trustworthy Spanish Bible that
also included carefully selected, biblically sound study
material.

By the grace of God, that has now changed.

We are excited to announce the release of AP’s
first-ever Spanish personal-carry Bible. Using the
Nueva Biblia de las Américas NBLA) translation,
this attractive edition also contains more than 100
pages of AP’s foundational Bible study material,

including book summaries, outlines, and
practical study helps designed to encourage
a deeper understanding of God's Word.

One of the blessings of working at AP
is seeing faithful Christians make projects
like this possible. What was once only an
idea has become a reality. We hope you will
consider placing this Bible into the hands
of Spanish-speaking friends, neighbors,
coworkers, or family members who are
searching for the truth.

The need for such a resource is significant. Nearly
65 million people in the U.S. speak Spanish, and
hundreds of millions more do so throughout the
world. We pray this Bible will become a valuable
tool for personal evangelism, new converts, visitors,
classrooms, and congregations wherever Spanish is
spoken. We also hope that Christians will consider
taking these Bibles with them on future mission trips
to Mexico, Spain, Central and South America, and
the Caribbean.

Our prayer is that God’s Word will continue to
spread, “grow mightily and prevail” (Acts 19:20), and
that this new Spanish Bible will help lead many pre-
cious souls to Christ.

Eric Lyons
Executive Director




