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If the Flood happened and killed all land creatures, how 
did Australia and remote islands get populated with 
animals after the Flood? Bible believers have several 
reasonable explanations for such challenges—ironically, 
options which skeptics themselves often use for their 
own arguments.
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Jeff Miller, Ph.D.

If the Flood Happened,  

IN 2 Peter 3:3-6, Peter warned his 
readers about a coming time in 
which individuals would scoff at 

the idea of the global biblical Flood. 
There is no doubt that we live in 
such a time. In fielding criticisms 
about a global Flood over the years, 
one argument is perhaps second-to-
none in the frequency with which 
it is used by those who reject the 
Flood.1 If the Flood killed all pre-
Flood land animals on the planet, 
(not on the Ark) then how would 
land animals have traveled from 
the Ark on Ararat to remote areas 
that are only accessible by boat, like 
Australia, North America, or Eng-
land? Here are six responses to that 
question that exonerate the biblical 
Flood model.

(1) A Knife That Cuts Both Ways
First, it should be mentioned that 

migration of animals to islands and 
remote places before the Flood may 

be an interesting question, but it 
is not a potential problem for the 
Creation model. Creationists argue 
that the world as God created it may 
have been something of a supercon-
tinent (called Rodinia),2 potentially 
making travel to places that are now 
isolated continents or islands much 
easier. More likely, however, God 
created animals across the planet 
already in their designed habitats 
during Creation week.

After the Flood, however, how 
can animal dispersion be explained if 
God was not miraculously involved 
(which seems to be the implication 
of the text—e.g., Genesis 8:17-11:9). 
First, it must be conceded that, iron-
ically, animals in such remote places 
are as much a problem for the evo-
lutionary model as they are for the 
biblical Flood model. Whether evo-
lution or Creation is true, animals 
exist in Australia, have been there 
for some time, and their arrival must 

be explained. Whatever explanation 
the evolutionist uses to explain the 
existence of animals in Australia 
may very well be an option for cre-
ationists as well.

(2) Closer Continents
It is also important to real-

ize that, as with the evolutionary 
model, the Creation model has no 
problem with the idea of plate tec-
tonics—the theory that the Earth’s 
crust is broken into large pieces that 
move relative to each other, diverg-
ing, converging, and transforming. 
Therefore, creationists also have 
no reason to reject the concept of 
Pangaea—the idea that all of today’s 
continents were once joined together 
in one massive continent. In fact, it 
was a biblical Flood believer by the 
name of Antonio Snider-Pellegrini 
who was among the first to suggest 
that the continents may have once 
been joined together into one conti-
nent3—long before Alfred Wegener, 
often credited with “continental 
drift,” was even born. Snider-Pel-
legrini believed that the Flood may 
have been the cause of the break-up 
of the original supercontinent and 
subsequent rapid movement of its 
pieces.4

The Pangaea concept may even 
be implied by the description of 
God’s activities given in Genesis 
1:9. As is often the case, however, 
the problem creationists have with 
the conventional version of geologic 
history concerning Pangaea comes 
from the assumption of uniformi-
tarianism—in this case, the idea 
that the pieces of the Earth’s crust 
have always been moving at the 
rate we observe today. While the 
continents are spreading on the 
order of centimeters per year today, 
if the Flood occurred, and “all the 
fountains of the great deep [presum-
ably, the ocean floor] were opened” 
(Genesis 7:11), surely including 
volcanic and significant tectonic 
activity, the separation rate could 
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certainly have been much quicker 
for a period of time. Evidence for 
just such an accelerated separation 
rate has been documented.5 By 
implication, immediately after the 
Flood, remote destinations like Aus-
tralia, Antarctica, and India could 
have been much closer together 
than they are today, in keeping with 
Pangaea models, allowing migration 
to islands and remote continents 
before the continents were too far 
apart.

(3) Frozen Channels
Other possibilities are also avail-

able which vindicate the biblical 
model. For example, according to 
the Flood model, a great Ice Age/
Ice Advance commenced after the 
Flood,6 caused by warmer oceans 
(hence, greater precipitation) and 
increased volcanic activity (due to 
increased tectonic activity, causing 
cooler summers from increased vol-
canic aerosols and ash in the atmo-
sphere). An Ice Age would have 
allowed animal migration from 
the Ark across frozen channels. The 
English Channel, as well as chan-
nels to Ireland, Iceland, and Green-

land may have been frozen at the 
time. Significantly, a frozen channel 
from Russia to Alaska—the Bering 
Strait—would have allowed animal 
migration to North America. The 
water depth between the two is only 
100-160 feet deep. With some 30% 
of the Earth’s continents covered 
with ice (as opposed to 10% today), 
the Earth’s sea level would have 
been significantly lowered making 
frozen channels common during 
the height of the Ice Age. 

Ironically, in Origin of Species, 
glacier growth in the past was 
argued by Darwin to be how ani-
mals could have arrived in several 
remote places, including islands.7 
As a modern example of animal 
movement across frozen channels, 
in 2018 scientists tracked an Arctic 
fox’s 76 day journey as it traveled 
from the far north Norway island 
group of Svalbard, across sea ice, the 
Greenland ice sheet, and Kane Basin 
to reach Ellesmere Island, Canada.8 

(4) Land Bridges
Some Flood skeptics superficially 

observe on a map the location of 
Australia in comparison to Asia 

and summarily dismiss the idea 
of a land bridge nearly connecting 
Asia to Australia. However, thanks 
to modern technology, we know 
the depth of the ocean across the 
planet. A closer look at the water 
depth between the islands of the 
island chain that span the distance 
between mainland Asia and Aus-
tralia reveals that the water depth is 
only dozens to hundreds of feet in 
many places along the path. Once 
again, during the post-Flood Ice 
Advance period, roughly 30% of 
the Earth’s land was covered with 
ice, significantly lowering sea level 
globally. In fact, secular scientists 
estimate that the Earth’s sea level 
may have been 400 feet lower at the 
peak of the Pleistocene Ice Age,9 
which would have nearly completely 
opened a land path from Asia all the 
way to Australia. 

That fact has led evolutionary sci-
entists to postulate that that is how 
humans reached Australia during 
the Ice Age.10 Gemma Tarlach, writ-
ing in Discover magazine, explained,

From the North Sea to the island-
dotted tropics between Asia and 
Australia, from the frigid waters 
of the Bering Strait to the sunny 
Arabian Peninsula, now-sub-
merged coastal landscapes were 
exposed and accessible to our 
ancestors at multiple times in 
prehistory, including key peri-
ods of human expansion across 
the globe. The square mileage of 
these areas now under the seas is 

BERING STRAIT

ENGLISH CHANNEL

U.S. Extended Continental Shelf Project Office, World
Map of Extended Continental Shelf Areas, December
2023, version 1.0. https://state.gov.

PATH OF ARCTIC FOX

Image: wikipedia.org (Ninrouter) 2012 license cc-by-sa-3.0
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equal to that of modern North 
America.11

Tarlach applies the same concept to 
the pathway between central Europe 
and England/Scotland during the 
Ice Age.

Look at a map of today’s Europe 
and its northern epicenters 
of population and commerce: 
London, Paris ,  Amsterdam, 
Copenhagen. Now consider that 
these hubs were once hinterland, 
mere fringes of an expanse rich in 
conifer forests, meadows, rivers 
and wetlands, all of it teeming 
with game. Prehistoric travelers 
could have walked from what’s 
now central Europe to northern 
Scotland without even seeing 
a coastline. As the massive gla-
ciers and ice sheets of the…Ice 
Age began melting..., rising seas 
inundated this world. The North 
Sea was born.12

Bottom line: using the geography 
of today to draw conclusions about 
the past is unreliable at best, even 
according to many evolutionists. 
Humans and animals could have 
used land bridges to disperse after 
the Flood.

(5) Log “Islands”
It is also likely that for some time, 

remnants of the great forests of the 
pre-Flood period would have been 
floating on the receding waters of 
the Earth until their decay was com-
pleted. As is the case from localized 
floods today, small “land masses” 

composed of trees and debris are 
often found floating on the water 
(e.g., traveling down rivers). Much 
larger islands of plant material and 
debris are found associated with 
larger catastrophes as well. For 
example:
•	 Such a land mass of trees can still 

be seen on Spirit Lake, a result 
of the eruption of Mount Saint 
Helens volcano 45 years ago.

•	 After the 2011 Japan tsunami, 
an island of debris was spotted 
floating across the Pacific Ocean 
towards the U.S. west coast. The 
island was 69 miles in length and 
covered an expanse of over 2.2 
million square feet.13

But is it likely that animals would 
be found floating on such debris 
islands? Some scoff at the idea, 
but they only do so out of igno-
rance. After all, three weeks after 
the 2011 Japan tsunami, the Japan 
Coast Guard found and rescued a 
dog that had been floating on one of 
the tsunami’s debris islands.14 Such 
a scenario may very well explain the 
existence of dingoes in Australia. 
Graham Lawton, writing in New 
Scientist, even noted that, 

After the 2011 Tohoku earth-
quake and tsunami in Japan, 
around 300 Japanese marine 
species were found on the shore-
line of British Columbia having 
been carried on artificial debris. 
Some larger vertebrates, such as 
tortoises, crocodilians and pos-
sibly even hippos, may be able to 
float or swim. Of course, sceptics 
can’t just pour cold water on the 
idea. The presence of particular 
animals in certain faraway places 
still requires an explanation, so 
what have they got?15

Paleontological and archaeologi-
cal evidence indicates that humans 
made it to the continent of Aus-
tralia after the Flood and before 
Abraham.16 Lawton explained that 
scientists have long thought that 
humans could have arrived there 
accidentally, assuming that

[p]eople must have arrived on 
the currents after being washed 
into the sea by a tsunami or 
f lood, perhaps clinging to a 
mat of f loating vegetation or 
a raft of pumice. This so-called 

“sweepstake colonization” is often 
invoked to explain how terres-
trial reptiles and mammals 
make it onto distant tropical 
islands, and it could plausibly 
account for the peopling of 
Sahul. Prevailing ocean currents 
are favourable and any f loating 
castaways caught in them would 
have found the vast Sahul “hard 
to miss”, according to archaeolo-
gist Jane Balme at the University 
of western Australia in Perth.17

Bruce Hardy, the chair of the 
Department of Anthropology at 
Kenyan College in Ohio, agreed 
about the plausibility of the rafting 
hypothesis for human migration 
to isolated locations, arguing that 
migration could have occurred by 

“natural rafts drifting and leading to 
human occupation of some of these 
islands.”18 They could have “drifted 
to islands atop natural vegetation 
mats.”19 If humans could drift in 
such an accidental manner, why 
not animals?

Lawton agreed, arguing that 
monkeys and other animals also 
could have “sailed across oceans 
on floating islands of vegetation.”20 
Colin Barras, writing in New Sci-
entist, said, “We know…that small 
monkeys somehow made it across 
the [strong current, dangerous 
Wallace—JM] line to Sulawesi and 
clearly they didn’t use boats—in 
all likelihood they floated over on 
mats of vegetation”—possibly even 
dozens of the monkeys.21 In fact, 
Lawton noted that, 

The rafting hypothesis is as old as 
the theory of evolution itself. In 
On the Origin of Species, Charles 
Darwin pointed out that the 
f lora and fauna of the Galapa-
gos Islands were clearly related 
to those of South America, while 
Cape Verde’s were distinctly 

Spirit Lake at the base of Mount St. Helen's volcano, 
decades after the 1980 eruption

Image: wikipedia.org (Schulz) 2012 license cc-by-sa-3.0
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African…. His point was to dis-
credit the belief that each species 
was a unique, divine creation, but 
he inadvertently launched the 
idea that the inhabitants of dis-
tant islands must have somehow 
blown in from the mainland.22

Concerning how species (e.g., plants, 
seeds, and invertebrates) dispersed 
to oceanic islands, Darwin sug-
gested that they could have been 
transported by seaweed, “floating 
timber,” “drifted by the prevailing 
currents,” or could have “floated 
in chinks of drifted timber.”23 The 
Galapagos Conservancy, discuss-
ing the “raft theory” of how species 
arrived on the islands, acknowl-
edged that many must have arrived 
by 

sea while swimming or floating, 
sometimes with the aid of rafts 
of tangled vegetation. It is likely 
that the ancestors of present-day 
Galapagos animals that are good 
swimmers (sea lions, sea turtles, 
penguins) actually swam their 
way to the islands with the help 
of some swift ocean currents. On 
the other hand, it is believed that 
many of the reptiles and small 
mammals (rice rats) were carried 
to the islands from the South or 
Central American mainland on 
rafts of vegetation. The vast 
majority of such rafts would 
have sunk well before they ever 
reached Galapagos, but it would 
have only taken a handful of 
successful rafts to wash ashore 
to explain the present reptile 
diversity in Galapagos.24

Caccone, et al. add that “tortoises 
probably reached the [Galapagos—
JM] islands by rafting from South 
America, 1000 km to the east” 
using the Humboldt Current.25 A 
BBC Documentary on the South 
Pacific reasoned, “As tsunamis 
strike the coast, rafts of vegetation 
can be cast adrift. Perhaps animals 
were caught up in those rafts, too. 
Could this have been the answer to 
how these animals [Fijian crested 
iguanas—JM] made it to Fiji? After 

all, they are the heartiest of their 
kind and could have survived long 
sea journeys.”26

Bottom line: evolutionists cannot 
“have their cake and eat it, too”—
either raft travel is ridiculous or it’s 
reasonable. In truth, if evolutionists 
are right, it is not at all outlandish to 
suppose that massive debris islands 
would have been found worldwide 
after the Flood and that animals 
could have been found floating on 
them in the years immediately after 
the Flood.

Migration by Swimming?
Consider: if one believes animal 

migration by rafting to be a ludi-
crous idea, what must he think when 
he hears the evolutionary theory 
that dinosaurs may have crossed to 
islands by swimming? Smithsonian 
Magazine highlighted research pub-
lished in Cretaceous Research in 2021, 
in which scientists concluded that, 
since (according to the evolution-
ary timeline) Africa was surrounded 
by water when it was colonized by 
dinosaurs, “Swimming would have 
been the only way for the dinosaur 
to reach prehistoric Africa from 
Europe or Asia, reinforcing the 
idea that exceptional events can 
help species move between distant 
continents.”27 Referring to the same 
research, Phys.org noted that dino-
saurs must have arrived in Africa by 

“water-rafting on debris, floating, or 
swimming,” and added the follow-
ing telling statement:

Ocean crossings are rare, improb-
able events,  but have been 

observed in historic times. In 
one case, green iguanas travelled 
between Caribbean islands 
during a hurricane borne on 
debris. In another, a tortoise 
from the Seychelles f loated 
hundreds of kilometres across 
the Indian Ocean to wash up in 
Africa. “Over millions of years,” 
said [Nicholas—JM] Longrich 
[of the Milner Centre for Evolu-
tion at the University of Bath—
JM], “Once-in-a-century events 
are likely to happen many times. 
Ocean crossings are needed to 
explain how lemurs and hippos 
got to Madagascar, or how mon-
keys and rodents crossed from 
Africa to South America.”28

While creationists would interpret 
the data to which evolutionists are 
referring differently, nevertheless, 
evolutionists have conceded yet 
another possibility for how animals 
could have migrated to various iso-
lated locations.

In a more recent example that 
gives plausibility to the swimming 
option, in 2019, a small tsunami that 
struck the eastern coast of the U.S. 
during Hurricane Dorian, swept 
20 cows and 28 horses from Cedar 
Island into the Atlantic Ocean off 
the coast of North Carolina. Three 
of the cows were later found alive 
over four miles away on a barrier 
island in the Outer Banks National 
Park. Apparently, the cows survived 
by swimming. One of the cows was 
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pregnant while adrift and later gave 
birth to a healthy calf.29

Tertiary Ocean Currents—Evidence 
of the Rafting Hypothesis?

Could land animals have arrived 
on the Australian continent after 
the Flood via log mat? As added 
evidence of the legitimacy of that 
theory, recent genetic analysis sug-
gests that Australian marsupials 
originated in South America before 
moving to Australia.30 When we 
look at the projections of what the 
ocean currents are thought to have 
been like during the Tertiary period 
(immediately after the Flood), we 
find that an ocean current was pres-
ent, traveling directly from South 
America to Australia.31

Bottom line: if tsunamis are 
virtually certain to create floating 
islands of debris, what would be 
expected from a global Flood with 
rapid tectonic activity creating enor-
mous earthquakes and subsequent 
tsunamis?32 If animals and humans 
are known to be able to travel aboard 
such makeshift vessels, who’s to say 
that such mini-“continents,” with 
various animals along for the ride, 
would not have been commonly 
spotted immediately following the 
Flood? A radically different ter-
restrial environment, with species 
clamoring to find food on the newly 
disheveled Earth, could have caused 
accelerated dispersal of the Ark’s 
population from Ararat to Austra-

lia before Australia had moved too 
far from the mainland. 

One would want to be cautious 
not to be too quick to invoke super-
natural explanations for proposed 
scientific problems with Bible 
teaching, since it can lead to sci-
entific laziness and effectively halt 
scientific investigation into the great 
works of the Lord (Psalm 111:2).33 
However, when the biblical text 
suggests that divine assistance may 
have played a role in a biblical event, 
it would be poor hermeneutics to 
dismiss the possibility without con-
sideration. In this case, Genesis 6:20 
suggests that God gathered the ani-
mals for Noah before the Flood. It 
is plausible, therefore, to postulate 
that God would have been involved, 
at the very least Providentially, in 
the dispersal of the animals after 
the Flood. Clearly, He had several 
reasonable avenues with which to 
do so that would not have required 
miraculous assistance.34

(6) Humans Brought Them
Of course, one final possibility as 

to how animals dispersed to remote 
islands like Australia would be that 
humans carried them. After all, evo-
lutionists themselves argue that is 
precisely how some animals were 
able to populate certain islands.35 
As noted earlier, physical evidence 
appears to place humans in Austra-
lia after the Flood and before Abra-
ham, during the Babel dispersion 
period.36 Who’s to say they did not 
arrive with animals in tow?

Lawton argued: “Another option, 
at least for more recent animal cross-
ings, is that small creatures such as 
lizards were accidentally or deliber-
ately transported by prehistoric 
humans. We know that our Stone 
Age ancestors were skilled seafar-
ers, navigating across hundreds of 
kilometres of ocean to reach Japan…
and perhaps even sailing from 
South-East Asia to Australia….”37 
Granted, human transportation of 
animals is not available to evolution-
ists as an option in many instances, 
since they do not believe humans 
were on the scene yet (for example, 
when dinosaurs roamed the Earth). 
From a biblical perspective, however, 
humans have been on the scene 

“from the beginning of the creation” 
(Mark 10:6).

CONCLUSION

WHILE post-Flood migra-
tion from the Ark to 
remote places like Aus-

ONE OF THE PROJECTED TERTIARY PERIOD OCEAN CURRENTS
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Last Glacial Maximum (LGM)?” January 
27, https://www.usgs.gov/faqs/how-does-
present-glacier-extent-and-sea-level-com-
pare-extent-glaciers-and-global-sea-level; 
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to Aquaterra,” Discover, 40[5]:56, June.

10	 See Graham Lawton (2020), “Finding 
Sahul,” New Scientist, 245[3266]:39, Janu-
ary 25—Due to lower sea levels during 
the Ice Age, “the Sahul coast would have 
been significantly closer to the easternmost 
of the south-eastern Asian islands”; also, 
Christopher Bae, Katerina Douka, and 
Michael Petraglia (2017), “On the Origin 
of Modern Humans: Asian Perspectives,” 
Science, 358[6368]:1269, December 8; Kate 
Ravilious (2017), “The First Australians,” 
Archaeology, 70[4]:49, July/August. Uncov-

ered land bridges are also how scientists 
are postulating that dinosaurs migrated 
from North America to Africa [Vicky Just 
(2020), “The First Duckbill Dinosaur Fossil 
from Africa Hints at How Dinosaurs Once 
Crossed Oceans,” Phys.org, November 5, 
https://phys.org/news/2020-11-duckbill-
dinosaur-fossil-africa-hints.html].

11	 Tarlach, p. 56; see also Colin Barras 
(2018), “Stone Age Sailors,” New Scientist, 
238[3180]:36-37, June 2.

12	 Ibid., p. 62.
13	 Danielle Demetriou (2011), “Massive Float-

ing Rubbish Islands from Japan Tsunami 
Spotted on Pacific,” The Telegraph, April 
8, http://www. telegraph.co.uk/news/
worldnews/asia/japan/8437632/Massive-
floating-rubbish-islands-from-Japan-tsu-
nami-spotted-on-Pacific.html.

14	 “Japan Earthqua ke: One Month 
Later” (2011), The Atlantic: Photo, 
April 7, http://www.theatlantic.com/
photo/2011/04/japan-earthquake-one-
month-later/100041/.

15	  Graham L. Lawton (2021), “On a Raft and 
a Prayer,” New Scientist, 252[3365/3366]:52, 
December 18/25.

16	 Lawton (2020), p. 39. Conventional dating 
methods suggest that humans arrived in 
Australia 65,000 years ago, during the Ice 
Age [Danielle Demetrioue (2011), “Mas-
sive Floating Rubbish Islands from Japan 
Tsunami Spotted on Pacific,” The Telegraph, 
April 8, http://www. telegraph.co.uk/news/
worldnews/asia/japan/8437632/Massive-
floating-rubbish-islands-from-Japan-tsu-
nami-spotted-on-Pacific.html]. Accounting 
for the continuing, though diminishing, 
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years [Jeff Miller (2013), “Don’t Assume 
Too Much: Not All Assumptions in Sci-
ence Are Bad,” Reason & Revelation, 
33[6]:62-70], 65,000 years correlates to a 
pre-Abraham date ca. 2,200-2,100 B.C.

17	 Lawton (2020), p. 38, emp. added.
18	 As quoted in Sam Walters, et al. (2024), 

tralia has often been a charge used 
by evolutionists against the Bible 
and its account of a global Deluge, 
ironically, evolutionists themselves 
answer their own challenges with 
plausible options at the creation-
ists’ disposal. Such attacks merely 
provide the biblical model another 
opportunity to prove itself to be 
reliable. “[S]coffers will come in 
the last days, walking according 
to their own lusts…. For this they 
willfully forget: that by the word of 
God the heavens were of old and the 
earth standing out of water and in 
the water, by which the world that 
then existed perished, being flooded 
with water…. Therefore, since all 
these things will be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought you to be 
in holy conduct and godliness, look-
ing for and hastening the coming of 
the day of God…?” (2 Peter 3:3b-12).
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Dewayne Bryant, Ph.D.

CLARENCE DARROW:  
The Lawyer Who  

Couldn’t Beat  
the BIBLE

JULY 2025 marked the 100th 
anniversary of the infamous 
Scopes “Monkey” Trial—a 

landmark courtroom drama 
that pitted early 20th-century sci-
ence against the Bible in the quiet 
town of Dayton, Tennessee.1 At 
the heart of the controversy stood 
Clarence Darrow, one of the most 
prominent attorneys in the United 
States. He represented John Scopes, 
who had been charged with violat-
ing the Butler Act—a Tennessee law 
banning the teaching of human evo-
lution in public schools. The trial, 
carefully orchestrated by both civic 
leaders and the ACLU, became a 
symbolic battleground over the 
cultural authority of science versus 
Scripture. Although Darrow even-
tually lost the case, his antagonism 
toward biblical faith carried on for 
years to come. 

Only a few years before the 
Scopes trial, Darrow authored a 
short pamphlet titled Absurdities 
of the Bible. He sought to debunk 
Scripture through ridicule and rhe-
torical flair. Despite his impressive 
understanding of the legal system, 
Darrow’s approach to the Bible 
betrayed a conspicuous lack of 
familiarity with the book he aimed 
to discredit. His pamphlet featured 
a staggering amount of misinforma-
tion about the Bible, as well as theo-
logical illiteracy and a disregard for 

the Bible’s historical, cultural, and 
literary context. 

What if we were to cross-examine 
Darrow’s treatment of the evidence? 
In Absurdities of the Bible, he makes 
the following blunders:
•	 Darrow used numerous logical fal-

lacies in his pamphlet. One of his 
favorites is the strawman fallacy—
he caricatures biblical content and 
treats texts as if all Christians 
read them with extreme literal-
ness, ignoring genre and figures 
of speech. He employs ad homi-
nem attacks, as in his descrip-
tion of Christians as decidedly 
anti-intellectual.2 Darrow makes 
a false analogy by highlighting 
miraculous birth stories outside 
of the biblical text, implying that 
the story of Jesus’ birth must be 
equally untrue.3 He often com-
mits the fallacy of hasty general-
ization in condemning the text as 
morally bankrupt based on iso-
lated and misinterpreted examples. 
Finally, he commits the fallacy of 
bifurcation—also known as the 
false dichotomy—in claiming 
that either a person uses reason 
and rejects the Bible or believes 
biblical stories at the expense of 
using any intelligence.4 

•	 He claims that the Bible teaches 
a f lat Earth,5 although it does 
not.6 Critics often mistakenly 
cite phenomenological language 

“Everything Worth Knowing About Nean-
derthals,” Discover, 45[3]:33, May/June.

19	 Ibid.
20	 Lawton (2021), p. 50.
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and Evolutionary Relationships of Giant 
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National Academy of Sciences, 96[23]:13223, 
November 9, emp. added.
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tulates that geckos may have reached the 
Solomon Islands by vegetation raft.
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Discoveries of 2020,” Smithsonian Maga-
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smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/top-
ten-dinosaur-discoveries-2020-180976578, 
emp. added.
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have swam 60 miles from New Guinea to 
the Solomon Islands (“South Pacific…”).

29	 Mark Price (2020), “Cow That Swam 
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from the theorized location of Ararat to 
South America.

32	 For more information about the modern 
biblical Flood model accepted by most Cre-
ation geologists, see Jeff Miller (2019), “Was 
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39[4]:38-47, https://apologeticspress.org/
wp-content/uploads/2021/08/1904w.pdf. 
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ENDNOTES
1	  For more information on the trial, see 

Eric Lyons (2025), “100 Years Later: 
Revisiting the Scopes ‘Monkey’ Trial,” 
Reason & Revelation, 45[7]:2-6,8-11, July, 
apologeticspress.org/100th-anniversary-
of-the-scopes-monkey-trial/.

2	  Clarence Darrow (1929), Absurdities 
of the Bible, Little Blue Book no. 1637 
(Girard, KS: Haldeman-Julius), p. 5.

3	  Ibid., pp. 7-8.
4	  Ibid., pp. 9-10.
5	  Ibid., p. 4.
6	  See Justin Rogers (2017), “Does the 

Bible Teach a Flat Earth?” Reason & 
Revelation, 37[7]:74-77, July, apologet-
icspress.org/does-the-bible-teach-a-flat-
earth-5428/.

7	  The phrase “four corners of the earth” 
is an ancient phrase indicating “all the 
Earth.” It is derived from a royal title used 
by ancient kings in Mesopotamia. The 
first to refer to himself as the “King of 
the Four Corners of the Earth” (or “Four 
Quarters”) seems to have been Naram-
Sin of Akkad (c. 2254-2218 B.C.). This 
title simply meant that Naram-Sin con-
sidered himself a universal sovereign over 

the entirety of the Earth. This phrase, 
like its biblical usage, did not commu-
nicate the concept of a flat Earth. 

8	  Darrow, Absurdities, pp. 6 and 9, respec-
tively.

9	  Here we might point out that Darrow 
debated the English writer and apologist 
G.K. Chesterton and appeared to have 
lost that debate in the eyes of many in 
the audience. The two met on January 
18, 1931 in New York City to debate 
whether Christianity had been a force 
for good or ill in the world. Darrow took 
a hostile, sarcastic tone in attacking the 
Christian faith for its supposed historical 
abuses and stifling effect on intellectual 
progress. His attempts to bait Ches-
terton into getting angry failed, with 
Chesterton responding consistently with 
grace under fire. Although the debate 
did not produce a clear winner, much of 
the audience favored Chesterton, includ-
ing those who did not share his spiritual 
perspective. 
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(describing how things appear 
to an observer, rather than how 
they objectively are; Ecclesiastes 
1:5) or poetic phrases such as “the 
four corners of the earth” (Isaiah 
11:12; Revelation 7:1; see also Eze-
kiel 7:2) as evidence (it should be 
telling that the overwhelming 
majority of texts that supposedly 
teach a f lat Earth are poetic in 
nature).7 

•	 Darrow’s mockery of the Balaam 
narrative in Numbers 22-24 mis-
takenly refers to the prophet as 
a Jew. He also refers to Asia as 

“a land of myth and fable and 
ignorance in the main.”8 Both 
statements could be read as eth-
nocentric in origin and as racially 
insensitive. 
Darrow’s disparaging pamphlet 

is little more than an intellectually 
bankrupt screed. He often inserts 
details not found in the text and 
dishonestly exaggerates biblical 
details to accentuate their supposed 
absurdity. Darrow may have been 
a skilled lawyer, but when it came 
to understanding Christianity, he 
was far out of his depth. Between 
the Absurdities of the Bible and the 
Scopes “Monkey” Trial, Darrow 
had a winless record of 0-2 against 
Scripture. 

For all his courtroom brilliance, 
the famed attorney gave little indi-
cation that he could participate 
in a serious engagement with the 
faith he so quickly dismissed.9 Dar-

For all his courtroom 
brilliance the famed attorney 

gave little indication that 
he could participate in a 

serious engagement with the 
faith he so quickly dismissed.

row’s legacy is an object lesson in 
what happens when a sharp mind 
attempts to make a case without 
first understanding the evidence. 
He would have been much better 
served by approaching the Bible 
with a humble heart and diligence, 
sincerely desiring to know the truth.
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AP Staff Spotlight: Tommy Hatfield, General Manager

If Apologetics Press had a central 
nervous system—quietly processing, 
coordinating, and helping keep the 
entire operation running smoothly—
it would undoubtedly be named 
Tommy Hatfield.

For the past 21 years, Tommy has 
faithfully served as AP’s General Man-
ager. That title might sound simple, 
but Tommy wears more hats in a 
single day than many people do in a 
year. From payroll and warehouse logistics to web-
site updates and managing mass mailings, Tommy’s 
job description reads like a small novel. 

You’ve heard the phrase “all talk, no action.” 
Tommy is “all action, no talk” (or very little—at 
least not any more than he has to).

A graduate of Faulkner University (B.A. and 
M.B.A.), Tommy combines intellect, resourceful-
ness, and Christ-like humility. He is one of the most 
diligent, “cool, calm, and collected” Christians you 
will ever meet. 

Need a large shipment of books tracked and 
carefully unloaded with a forklift? Tommy’s on it. 
Something not working on the AP website? Fixed 
before most people even notice. Is the warehouse 
running out of a book that’s about to be reprinted? 

Tommy has already coordinated with 
the authors, contacted the printer, sub-
mitted the files, and arranged payment.

And while he manages all that, he 
also uploads content weekly to our web-
site, troubleshoots technical issues, over-
sees building maintenance, and ensures 
(by the grace of God!) we never miss a 
payroll deadline. He also lays out the 
text of R&R every month. All while 
maintaining an easy-going, fun-loving, 

subtle sense of humor.
But beyond his remarkable Swiss-army-knife-

like skill set, what has made Tommy so valuable 
to this work for over two decades is his character. 
He is a dedicated Christian—honest, principled, 
and thoughtful. He doesn’t seek the spotlight. In 
fact, he might prefer that this editor’s note never 
be published. (That’s just who he is: zero fanfare.) 
But honoring people like Tommy is important 
(Romans 13:7). The work of AP could not continue 
as it does without servants like him—quietly doing 
what needs to be done, never asking for recognition, 
and always putting the mission ahead of personal 
interests and praise.

Eric Lyons
Executive Director
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