
MEANING OF "FORNICATION" IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Greek 

Authorities porneiva porneuvw povrnh povrno$ pornei=on

Danker unlawful sexual intercourse, pros-
titution, unchastity, fornication

engage in illicit sex, to 
fornicate, to whore

one engaged in sexual 
relations for hire, 
prostitute, whore

one who practices sexual 
immorality, fornicator

Mounce
any kind of illegitimate sexual intercourse, 

fornication, whoredom, concubinage, 
adultery, incest, lewdness, uncleanness

to commit any kind of sexual 
immorality or fornication

a prostitute, a 
whore, harlot, an 
unchaste female

a catamite, a fornica-
tor or whoremonger

Thayer illicit sexual intercourse in general
to give one’s self to unlaw-

ful sexual intercourse; 
to commit fornication

a prostitute, a harlot
a man who indulges in 
unlawful sexual inter-
course, a fornicator

Moulton & 
Milligan

prostitution, fornication, unlaw-
ful sexual intercourse generally

commit
fornication prostitute a male prostitute, a fornicator

Gingrich unchastity, prostitution, fornication, of 
every kind of unlawful sexual intercourse

to prostitute, practice 
prostitution or sexual 
immorality in general

prostitute, harlot one who practices sexual 
immorality, a fornicator

Donnegan harlotry, fornication
to render a prostitute; to 

debauch, to commit fornica-
tion; to prostitute one’s self

a harlot; a common 
prostitute masculine of povrnh brothel

Robinson fornication, lewdness to commit fornication, 
to play the harlot a harlot, prostitute a male prostitute, catamite

Green fornication, whoredom, concubinage, 
adultery, incest, lewdness, uncleanness

to commit fornica-
tion or whoredom

a prostitute, a 
whore, harlot, an 
unchaste female

a catamite; in N.T., a 
fornicator

Morgan all kind of uncleanness

Liddell 
& Scott

fornication,
prostitution,
unchastity

to prostitute, debauch prostitute,
harlot

a house of ill-
fame, brothel

Sophocles fornication to commit fornication fornicator

Hickie fornication to commit fornication a harlot a male prostitute,
a fornicator

Meyer adultery (in Mt. 19:9)

Parkhurst

Whoredom, i.e., any commerce of the 
sexes out of lawful marriage; simple 

fornication between two unmarried per-
sons; whoredom in a married woman, 

adultery; incestuous whoredom; all kind 
of lewdness…all kind of uncleanness

to commit whore-
dom, to whore

a whore, a woman 
who prostitutes 

her body for gain

one who prostitutes 
himself for gain, a male 

prostitute, a pathic,
a catamite

Pickering fornication, adultery to commit fornication a harlot who sells and 
prostitutes her body

a fornicator, primarily, a 
male who prostitutes 

his body for hire
a brothel

Berry fornication to commit fornication a harlot, a prostitute a man who prostitutes 
himself, a fornicator

Abbott-
Smith fornication to prostitute the body for 

hire, to commit fornication a prostitute, harlot a male prostitute, a fornicator

Bass fornication, the unlawful commerce of 
the sexes, adultery, all kinds of lewdness 

to commit fornica-
tion or adultery a harlot, prostitute

one who prostitutes 
himself for gain, a cata-
mite, an impure person

Hudson fornication commit fornication harlot, whore fornicator, whoremonger

Schrevelius fornication, adultery, incest to commit fornication a harlot, who sells and 
prostitutes her body

a fornicator, a male who 
prostitutes his body for hire

Jones fornication commit fornication a woman who sells her 
person, a prostitute

one who sells his person, 
a catamite—fornicator a brothel

Robson fornication, lewdness, adultery, incest to commit fornication a harlot, prostitute, 
who sells her favours

a male prostitute, cata-
mite, a fornicator

Loveland fornication, adultery, incest to commit fornication a woman who prosti-
tutes her body for gain a catamite, a fornicator

Ewing whoredom, fornication, adultery, incestu-
ous whoredom, all kinds of lewdness commit whoredom

a harlot, a woman 
who prostitutes 

her body for gain

one who prostitutes himself 
for gain, a pathic, a catamite, 
an unclean or impure person

a harlot's house, 
a brothel

Persch-
bacher

fornication, whoredom, concubinage, 
adultery, incest, lewdness, uncleanness

to commit fornica-
tion or whoredom

a prostitute, a 
whore, harlot, an 
unchaste female

a catamite, a fornica-
tor, impure person

Hauck/
Schulz

whoredom, adultery, incest, harlotry, 
sodomy, sexual intercourse in general, all 
extra-marital and unnatural intercourse

to be unfaithful, to 
play the harlot, to for-
nicate, to prostitute

prostitute, harlot 
for hire


