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1

The American Heritage Dictionary defines 
“bedazzled”: “To dazzle so completely as to make 
blind.”1 A significant portion of Christendom has been 
bedazzled by the sensationalism of Dispensational Pre-
millennialism. Events in the Middle East continually 
evoke a steady stream of fundamentalist outcries that the 
end of time is near, the Rapture is about to occur, the 
Antichrist, Armageddon, and the Tribulation are all 
imminent. Does the Bible really teach these doctrines? 
Does the Bible really speak about Iraq, Russia, China, 
the modern state of Israel, and the Middle East?

The claim that “the end is near” is certainly not new. 
Indeed, such claims have been incessant since Jesus left 
the Earth. Periodically, a religious figure will capture 
national attention, announcing the impending return of 
Jesus, even to the point of setting a date, only to fade 
into the anonymity from which he arose when his claim 
falls flat—having achieved his “15 minutes of fame.”2 
The sensationalism sells well and tweaks the curiosity 
of large numbers of people. Incredibly, this pattern has 
been repeating itself literally for centuries. Hal Lindsey 
achieved nationwide attention over 50 years ago with 
his national best-seller The Late Great Planet Earth.3 
With the approach of Y2K, outcries of doom, global dis-
ruption, and Armageddon were widespread. More 
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recently, a prominent repackaging of the dispensational 
brand of premillennialism is the popular 12 volume Left 
Behind book series first published from 1995 to 2007 
by Tyndale House.4 The book series spawned three 
movies starring Kirk Cameron between 2000 and 2005, 
and a 2014 remake starring Nicolas Gage.5

Unlike postmillennialism (the view that Jesus will 
return after the world is Christianized following a long 
period of peace and righteousness), and amillennialism 
(the view that the Bible predicts no worldwide period 
of peace and righteousness, with good and evil 
continuing until the end), premillennialism is the view 
that Jesus will return before a 1,000 year period of 
peace and righteousness and reign in person as king on 
Earth. The dispensational brand of premillennialism is a 
system of Bible interpretation that was advocated in the 
early 19th century through the writings of John Darby,6 
which were popularized in the early 20th century in 
the Scofield Reference Bible.7 According to this view, 
history is divided into seven dispensations with the 
“church age” preceding the arrival of the kingdom. 
Briefly, the basic planks of dispensationalism are as fol-
lows:

1. At some point in the near future, Jesus will secretly 
“Rapture” the saved, both living and deceased, from 
the Earth, taking them to heaven to receive their 
reward.

2. A seven-year period of intense “Tribulation” will 
then ensue on Earth.
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3. During the seven-year period of “Tribulation,” the 
“Antichrist” will appear.

4. Worldwide turmoil will escalate, culminating in the 
battle of “Armageddon.”

5. Jesus will return with His saints in order to end 
“Armageddon” and usher in His 1,000-year reign 
(the “Millennium”) on a literal throne in Jerusalem, 
at the end of which, eternity will commence with 
some going to heaven and the rest to hell.

The subsequent pages offer an evaluation of each of 
these five premillennial planks.8
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What does a significant portion of Christendom 
claim is near?

2. Name a book or movie that advocates the impend-
ing return of Jesus.

3. Define “postmillennialism.”
4. Define “amillennialism.”
5. Define “premillennialism.”
6. What study Bible popularized the dispensational 

brand of premillennialism?
7. Identify the 5 planks of dispensational premillenni-

alism.
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The word “rapture” comes from the Latin word “rap-
ere” which means “to seize, snatch out, take away.” Dis-
pensationalists apply this word to the idea that Christ 
will come suddenly and secretly in the air to snatch 
away from the Earth the living saints and the resurrected 
bodies of those saints who have died. This “Rapture” is 
supposed to occur just prior to the seven-year “Tribula-
tion” period.

Proponents allege that families will be shocked by the 
strange disappearance of a mother, father, or child. Driv-
erless cars will collide in the streets (cf. bumper sticker: 
“In case of rapture, this vehicle will be unmanned”). A 
man and wife will be in bed; she hears a noise and turns 
her head to find him gone. Planes will crash with no 
pilots found. The “Rapture” is represented as an invisi-
ble coming of the Lord for His saints leaving visible 
results of chaos and confusion among the remaining 
unbelievers.

In reality, the word “rapture” is not found in the Bible, 
though it is claimed to be the Latin equivalent of har-
padzo translated “caught up” in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. 
Lindsey admitted, “It is not found in the Bible,”9 and 
noted that the word “translation” is just as suitable. Yet 
the word “translation” does occur in the English New 
Testament. Paul referred to the fact that God “delivered 

Will There Be a Rapture?
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us out of the power of darkness, and translated us into 
the kingdom of the Son of his love” (Colossians 1:13, 
ASV). So when an unbeliever obeys the Gospel, receives 
forgiveness of sins, and is added to the Church of Christ, 
he is taken out of the world and transferred to Christ’s 
kingdom. This use of the term conflicts with the idea 
that it refers to Christians being “raptured” from the 
physical Earth to meet Jesus in the air.

New Testament Terms for Christ’s Return

The Scriptures actually use three terms to refer to the 
return of Christ. Even a cursory look at the three terms 
in their respective contexts clarifies their meaning. 
First, parousia is translated “coming, presence, or 
advent.” Second, epiphaneia is translated “appearing, 
manifestation, or brightness.” Third, apokalupsis is trans-
lated “revelation.” Dispensationalism claims that “com-
ing” (parousia) refers to the “Rapture” which occurs 
seven years before the “Appearing” (epiphaneia) or 
“Revelation” (apokalupsis). Accordingly, at the “Rapture,” 
Jesus will come for the church only, while at the “Rev-
elation,” Jesus will return with the church and put an 
end to the “Tribulation” and “Armageddon.”

1 Thessalonians 4:17

The primary passage used to support the idea of the 
“Rapture” is 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17. But this passage 
was not given to deal with the return of Christ, but to 
clarify the status of Christians before the return of Christ. 
Its purpose was twofold. First, it was designed to 
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reassure Christians that their deceased loved ones would 
be able to share in the Lord’s return, and second, it 
informed Christians that those who are still living when 
Christ returns will have no precedence or advantage 
over those who have already died. This dual function of 
the text constitutes a very different emphasis from that 
imposed upon it by dispensationalists.

The dispensational distinctions made between the 
three terms referring to Christ’s return are simply unten-
able,10 i.e., they conflict with biblical usage. For exam-
ple, dispensationalists assert that the “coming” (parousia) 
in 1 Thessalonians 4:15 and 2 Thessalonians 2:1 refers 
to the “Rapture.” Yet the same word is used in 1 Thes-
salonians 3:13 to speak of Jesus coming “with” His saints 
and therefore coincides with the dispensational concept 
of the “Appearing” or “Revelation” seven years after the 
“Rapture.” Examine these verses together in Figure 1 on 
p. 10.

Further, dispensationalists apply 2 Thessalonians 2:8 
to the “Antichrist” and therefore must understand the 
“coming” of this verse as a reference to the “Appearing” 
(epiphaneia). Yet the verse uses the expression “the 
brightness (epiphaneia) of His coming (parousia).” Thus 
the term “coming” (parousia) is used in the New Testa-
ment to refer to both dispensational concepts of the 
“Rapture” and the “Appearing,” and the two expressions 
are even combined in 2 Thessalonians 2:8 to refer to one 
and the same event. See Figure 2 on p. 10. 
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2 Thessalonians 2:8

Antichrist =
Appearing

(Epiphaneia)

Appearing
(Epiphaneia)

Coming
(Parousia)

“And then THE 
LAWLESS ONE will 
be revealed, whom 
the Lord will con-

sume with the 
breath of His 

mouth and destroy 
with the brightness 

of His coming.”

“And then the law-
less one will be 
revealed, whom 

the Lord will con-
sume with the 
breath of His 

mouth and destroy 
with the  

BRIGHTNESS of  
His coming.”

“And then the law-
less one will be 
revealed, whom 

the Lord will con-
sume with the 
breath of His 

mouth and destroy 
with the brightness 
of His COMING.”

Figure 2

“Coming” (Parousia)

Rapture Rapture Appearing
Revelation

1 Thessalonians 
4:15

2 Thessalonians
2:1

1 Thessalonians 
3:13

“For this we say to 
you by the word of 
the Lord, that we 
who are alive and 
remain until the 
COMING of the 
Lord will by no 
means precede 
those who are 

asleep.”

“Now, brethren, 
concerning the 
COMING of our 
Lord Jesus Christ 
and our gathering 
together to Him, 
we ask you….”

“so that He may 
establish your 

hearts blameless in 
holiness before our 
God and Father at 
the COMING of our 

Lord Jesus Christ 
WITH all His 

saints.”

Figure 1
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What’s more, the term “Revelation” (apokalupsis) in 
1 Corinthians 1:7 is descriptive of what the dispensation-
alists call the “Rapture” since Christians await it. But in 
2 Thessalonians 1:7, the same word clearly refers to the 
“Appearing” (epiphaneia). See Figure 3.

The term “appearing” (epiphaneia) is used in 1 Tim-
othy 6:14 as the event that terminates Christian activity 
on Earth and thus fits the “Rapture” concept. But in 2 
Timothy 4:1, the reference to judgment fits the “Appear-
ing.” Seven verses later, Paul stated: “Finally, there is laid 
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not 
to me only but also to all who have loved His appear-
ing” (2 Timothy 4:8). Observe that dispensationalists 
would have Paul translated into heaven at the “Rapture” 
seven years before he receives his crown of 
righteousness—which he says he will receive at Jesus’ 

“Revelation” (Apokalupsis)

Rapture Appearing

1 Corinthians 1:7 2 Thessalonians 1:7

“…so that you come short in 
no gift, eagerly WAITING for 

the REVELATION of
our Lord Jesus Christ.”

“…and to give you who are 
troubled rest with us when the 
Lord Jesus is REVEALED from 

heaven with His mighty 
angels.”

Figure 3
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“appearing” (epiphaneia). See Figure 4. These three 
verses contradict the dispensational framework.

Additionally, if Christians are to be removed seven 
years before the “Appearing/Revelation,” then no pas-
sage should admonish them to live their lives expecting 
to remain on Earth until the “Appearing/Revelation.” 
However, many passages do just that. For example, Titus 
2:13 reads: “looking for the blessed hope and glorious 
appearing (epiphaneia) of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ.” Observe that Paul refers to the “blessed 
hope” and the “appearing” as one and the same event, 
i.e., Christ’s coming. Boettner explains:

In the original Greek the two substantives  
hope and appearing are closely united with the com-
mon article. They are not two separate events, as if it 

“Appearing” (Epiphaneia)

Rapture Appearing Rapture/Appearing

1 Timothy 6:14 2 Timothy 4:1 2 Timothy 4:8

“…that you 
keep this com-

mandment 
without spot, 

blameless 
UNTIL our 
Lord Jesus 

Christ’s 
APPEARING.”

“I charge you 
therefore before 

God and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
who will JUDGE 
the living and 

the dead at His 
APPEARING and 
His kingdom.”

“Finally, there is laid up 
for me the CROWN OF 

RIGHTEOUSNESS, which 
the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, will give to me  

on that Day, and not to 
me only but also to all 
who have loved His 

APPEARING.”
Figure 4
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read, “looking for the blessed hope and the appearing,” 
but simply, “looking for the blessed hope and appear-
ing.” The one explains the other. “The blessed hope” 
of Christians is “the glorious appearing” of our great 
God and Saviour Jesus Christ.11

Two additional examples are seen in Peter’s allusions to 
Christ’s coming. He admonished his readers to “rest your 
hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you 
at the revelation (apokalupsei) of Jesus Christ” and to 
“rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s suffer-
ings, that when His glory is revealed (apokalupsei), you 
may also be glad with exceeding joy” (1 Peter 1:13; 4:13). 
These verses teach that the grace that the Christian is to 
set his hope on is to be received at the revelation of 
Christ, at which time the Christian may rejoice. But, 
according to dispensationalism, the Christian will rejoice 
seven years earlier at the “Rapture.”

Summary

In view of these observations, it is evident that the 
three words relating to Christ’s return are used in the 
New Testament synonymously and interchangeably. 
The New Testament simply makes no distinction 
between the coming of the Lord for His saints 
(“Rapture”) and the coming of the Lord with His saints 
(“Appearing” or “Revelation”). See Figure 5 on p. 14. The 
dispensational dichotomy is not supported by the lan-
guage of the New Testament. 
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The “End” & “Last Day”

Yet another flaw in the dispensational notion of a Rap-
ture is seen in its conflict with the word “end” (sunteleia) 
which means “completion, consummation, close, the 
full end.”12 Used six times in the New Testament,13 it 
refers to the end of the world (i.e., the last of life on 
Earth). Noted Presbyterian commentator Albert Barnes 
explains that the term as used in Hebrews 9:26 refers to 
“the last dispensation or economy; that under which the 
affairs of the world will be wound up.”14 The term par-
allels the expression “last days” which likewise refers to 
“the closing period of the world.”15 Lutheran commen-
tator R.C.H. Lenski describes the word as “‘the comple-
tion’ when all things shall reach their goal and end.”16 
So when Jesus promised to be with the disseminators of 
the Gospel message to the very “end” (Matthew 28:20), 
such a promise implies that the church will remain on 
the Earth, preaching the Gospel, until the Judgment Day. 
But if the church is raptured away seven years before the 
end, she cannot fulfill what Christ commanded her to 
do. In Matthew 13:39-49, no removal of the saints 
occurs before the “full end.” The righteous and the 

Christ’s Return

Coming/
Parousia

Appearing/
Epiphaneia

Revelation/
Apocalupsis= =

Figure 5
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wicked grow together until the very end. The separation 
of the two comes at the end (not seven years before the 
end). The dispensationalist claims that the righteous will 
be taken out from among the wicked. But the Bible says 
just the opposite: the wicked will be taken out from 
among the righteous (Matthew 13:40-42).

The same concept may be seen in the New Testa-
ment use of “the last day” (singular). The doctrine of the 
“Rapture” asserts that believers will be raised seven 
years before the “Revelation” and 1,007 years before the 
end of the “Millennium.” But Jesus Himself stated four 
times that believers will be raised “at the last day” (John 
6:39,40,44,54). How can there be additional days after 
the last day? Dispensationalism contradicts Jesus’ own 
statements that He will raise believers at the last day, 
implying that believers cannot be raised before the last 
day.

“Secretive”?

A final observation on the “Rapture” is its alleged 
secretive nature. The Second Coming of Christ is 
nowhere depicted as secret. In fact, just the opposite is 
true. Christ’s coming will be accompanied by “blazing 
fire” (2 Thessalonians 1:7), the sound of a trumpet (1 
Corinthians 15:52), a “shout,” the “voice of the archan-
gel,” and the “trump of God” (1 Thessalonians 4:16). 
Indeed, “every eye will see Him” (Revelation 1:7). 
Clearly, all persons will witness this incredible occasion. 
In fact, the very passage upon which the doctrine of the 
“Rapture” is founded (i.e., 1 Thessalonians 4:16), far from 
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describing a quiet and secretive event, is as Boettner 
notes, “about the noisiest verse in the Bible!”17

Summary

The dispensational notion of a so-called “Rapture” 
will not stand up to biblical scrutiny. Verses must be 
selectively chosen to create the false impression of a 
“secret” coming of Christ. Yet an unbiased reading of 
New Testament verses that use the words that refer to 
Christ’s return dispels the alleged dispensational distinc-
tions. The terms are used interchangeably to refer to the 
same event. They refer to the very end of life on Earth 
which will occur literally at the “last day” when Jesus 
will return to terminate earthly existence and usher in 
eternity.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What is the meaning of the word rendered “Rap-
ture”?

2. To what do dispensationalists apply the word?
3.  When is the “Rapture” supposed to occur?
4. Though the word “Rapture” does not occur in the 

Bible, what suitable alternative word is found? Give 
a verse and explain its usage.

5. What 3 terms are used in the New Testament to refer 
to the return of Christ? Give their English equivalents.

6. How does dispensationalism apply the terms?
7. Contrast the dispensational ideas of the “Rapture” 

and “Revelation” regarding Christ’s coming.
8. What primary passage is used to support the idea of 

the “Rapture”?
9. Explain the twofold purpose of 1 Thessalonians 4:17.
10. Explain the conflict created by the dispensationalist’s 

use of 1 Thessalonians 4:15, 2 Thessalonians 2:1, and 
1 Thessalonians 3:13 (as illustrated in Figure 1).

11. Explain the conflict created by the dispensationalist’s 
use of 2 Thessalonians 2:8 (as illustrated in Figure 2).

12. Explain the conflict created by the dispensationalist’s 
use of 1 Corinthians 1:7 and 2 Thessalonians 1:7 (as 
illustrated in Figure 3).

13. Explain the conflict created by the dispensationalist’s 
use of 1 Timothy 6:14, 2 Timothy 4:1, and 2 Timothy 
4:8 (as illustrated in Figure 4).

14. Cite 1 verse that shows the Christian receiving his 
reward at the “Revelation” rather than the “Rapture.”



The End Times18

15. What is evident about the New Testament’s use of 
the three words relating to Christ’s return?

16. What word is used in the New Testament that con-
flicts with the dispensational notion of a “Rapture”? 
How is it defined? How many times is it used in the 
New Testament?

17. What is implied by Jesus’ promise to be with the dis-
seminators of the Gospel message to the very end?

18. According to Matthew 13, what do the righteous and 
the wicked do?

19. While the dispensationalist claims that the righteous 
will be taken out from among the wicked, what does 
the Bible say? Cite the chapter.

20. While the doctrine of the “Rapture” says that believ-
ers will be raised seven years before the “Revelation” 
and 1,007 years before the end of the “Millennium,” 
what did Jesus say about believers? Cite the verses.

21. Give 2 indications that the Second Coming of Christ 
will not be secretive. Cite the verse.
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Dispensationalists also believe that when Christ 
comes secretly and snatches away the saved at the 
“Rapture,” He will take them directly to heaven where 
they will experience judgment and receive their reward. 
They say Revelation chapters four and five describe this 
heavenly scene. During this period, a seven-year Tribu-
lation will rage on Earth, as described in Revelation 
chapters 4-19, that will culminate in the battle of Arma-
geddon. Various passages are sprinkled here and there 
in this elaborate theory of the end times. But Matthew 
chapter 24 is perhaps the most prominent passage that 
is offered in an effort to prove an alleged “Tribulation.” 
Hence, an exegesis of this central proof-text is necessi-
tated. The reader is urged to open a Bible and compare 
the text with what follows. 

Matthew 24

In Matthew 23, Jesus pronounced multiple woes 
upon the Jewish authorities of His day. In verse 38, He 
declared that the Jews’ house would be left to them 
“desolate.” He then left the immediate confines of the 
Temple complex, but paused at a distance with His dis-
ciples to continue the same line of thought. He directed 
their attention to the Temple and said: “There shall not 
be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be 

Will There Be a Tribulation?

Chapter 2
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torn down” (Matthew 24:2). Such a declaration would 
have been shocking, if not horrifying, to these “dyed-in-
the-wool” Jews that took great pride in the Temple. 
They, no doubt, assumed that the Temple—where God’s 
presence dwelt18—would last forever. Privately, the dis-
ciples asked Jesus two questions: (1) “When will these 
things (that is, the Temple disruption) be?” and (2) “What 
will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the 
age?” (Matthew 24:3). Jesus proceeded to answer these 
questions in such a way as to distinguish between the 
destruction of the Temple on the one hand, and the end 
of the world on the other. He showed that they are com-
pletely separate events.

Signs Heralding the Destruction of Jerusalem

Jesus began His response by delineating numerous 
signs that would take place prior to the toppling of the 
Temple. First, many would come claiming to be the 
Christ (vs. 5). As a matter of fact, near the time of Jeru-
salem’s fall in A.D. 70, many false messiahs arose, claim-
ing to be the Christ. Writing in the first century A.D., 
Jewish priest, Pharisee, and historian, Flavius Josephus, 
reported that such messiahs became more numerous 
before the siege of the city.19 Shortly after the establish-
ment of Christianity in A.D. 30 (Acts 2), Gamaliel, early 
first century Pharisee and leading authority in the Jewish 
Sanhedrin, also alluded to such figures during the same 
time period (Acts 5:34-37). Likewise, the apostle Paul, 
writing in the mid-50s A.D., warned of false “apostles of 
Christ” then circulating (2 Corinthians 11:13).
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Second, Jesus said that “wars and rumors of wars” 
would circulate, “but the end is not yet” (vs. 6). Numer-
ous wars were engaged in by the Romans against vari-
ous smaller nations as Rome continued her drive toward 
worldwide domination. At the same time, Rome had to 
cope constantly with revolt and rebellion among her 
conquered peoples. Josephus verified this fact.20 The 
“end” to which Jesus referred in this verse applied to the 
end of the Temple—not the end of the world.

Third, Jesus predicted that famine, pestilence, and 
earthquakes would occur (vs. 7). It is documented his-
torical fact that during the years leading up to the 
destruction of Jerusalem, famines and earthquakes 
occurred. There was a massive famine during the reign 
of Claudius Caesar before the destruction of Jerusalem 
(Acts 11:28; cir. A.D. 47).21 An unusual number of great 
earthquakes occurred during the reign of Nero in A.D. 
60-70, destroying many cities of Asia Minor.22 The 
occurrence of these signs between the time of Jesus’ 
word (A.D. 30) and the destruction (A.D. 70) would be 
interpreted by those who heard Him articulate them as 
the direct fulfillment of Jesus’ statements. But if Jesus’ 
words apply to a yet future event, His words make no 
sense for there have been earthquakes and famines all 
over the world for the last 2,000 years, and the occur-
rence of them today is no sign at all.

The fact is that earthquakes could not have been 
intended by God to be a sign of the end of the world. 
Some 500,000 earthquakes are detectable in the world 
each year with only 100,000 of those being “felt.”23 
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Many go undetected because they hit remote areas or 
have very small magnitudes. Nor are the number of 
earthquakes increasing: “The ComCat earthquake cata-
log contains an increasing number of earthquakes in 
recent years—not because there are more earthquakes, 
but because there are more seismic instruments and 
they are able to record more earthquakes.”24 Since earth-
quakes have been fairly constant for the last 2,000 years, 
and occur on a daily basis, they would be completely 
useless in attempting to recognize the end of the world. 
However, if Jesus intended them to be immediate signs, 
contemporaneous with the first century, they would 
have served a useful purpose. From A.D. 30 to 70, each 
time an earthquake occurred, the disciples would have 
been instantly reminded of Jesus’ prediction and its 
impending fulfillment.

Fourth, Jesus further stated that the apostles would be 
hated, persecuted, and even killed (vs. 9). As it turned 
out, Peter, Paul, James (Acts 12:2), and James the Less 
were all put to death before the destruction of Jerusa-
lem. Jesus said that false prophets would arise, many 
Christians would falter, and evil would abound (vss. 
10-13). As the pressure of persecution increased during 
the early decades of Christianity, so the faith of many 
decreased. Apostasy became prevalent. It is during such 
turmoil that false teachers make their mark by capitaliz-
ing on spiritual confusion, doubt, and weakness (cf. Mat-
thew 7:15; Acts 20:29-30; 1 Timothy 4:1; 2 Peter 2:1-2).

Fifth, Jesus said that the Gospel would be preached 
in all the world (vs. 14). It is also historical fact that the 
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Gospel was preached to all the world prior to the A.D. 
70 destruction of Jerusalem. Paul wrote to Christians in 
Rome (A.D. 58) and said their faith was spoken of 
“throughout the whole world” (Romans 1:8). When Paul 
wrote to the church of Christ at Colossae (A.D. 62), the 
Gospel was “bearing fruit and increasing” (Colossians 
1:6) in the entire world, which can only happen if the 
seed is first sown “in all the world.” In fact, Paul flatly 
stated that the Gospel had been preached “to every 
creature which is under heaven,” or “in all creation 
under heaven” (Colossians 1:23, KJV/NASB). The point is 
clear: The Gospel was preached to the world prior to 
A.D. 70 as Jesus predicted.

The Fulfillment of the Signs Brought the End

Once all these signs (i.e., false Christs, wars/rumors of 
wars, famines/earthquakes, persecution, death of the 
apostles, the apostasy of many, the rise of false proph-
ets, and worldwide proclamation of the Gospel) came 
to pass, Jesus said the “end” would come (vs. 14). That 
is, the end of Jerusalem, the end of the Temple, the end 
of formal Judaism, and the end of the Old Testament 
economy would occur. See Figure 6 on p. 26. Jesus said 
this end would come about with the presence of the 
“abomination of desolation” in the holy place (vs. 15). 
He applied Daniel 9:27 to the presence of the Roman 
army and its ruthless military commander Titus at the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple (cf. Luke 
21:20).25



The End Times26

Signs of the End

The Signs 
false christs
wars/rumors

famines
earthquakes
persecution

apostles’ deaths
apostasy

false prophets
Gospel to world

Then
the

END
will

come

Jerusalem
Temple

Formal Judaism
O.T. Economy

Figure 6

END       of

Location of Pella
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Consequently, Jesus urged the faithful in Judea to “flee 
into the mountains” (vs. 16). History records a remark-
able factor concerning the fall of Jerusalem. With the 
approach of A.D. 70, Jewish Christians took the invasion 
of the Roman armies as the appointed sign which Christ 
had given. Upon seeing the Roman military machine in 
full march, Jewish Christians dropped everything and 
made their escape to Pella, a village east of the Jordan 
in Perea about 15 miles south of the Sea of Galilee.26 
Thus, while God was bringing due wrath upon unbe-
lieving Jews, He made provision for those Jews who had 
become Christians to escape. Observe: If this passage 
refers to the Rapture—
and the saved were 
about to be removed to 
heaven—it would have 
been superfluous for 
Jesus to tell them to flee 
the city.

Jesus pronounced 
woe on those who, in 
facing the hardships 
that  would occur, 
would have the added 
difficulties associated 
with pregnancy, and 
protecting and nursing 
children—especially if 
it occurred in winter or 
on the Sabbath (vss. 
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19-20). Bearing and caring for children is a difficult task 
in and of itself. But such functions become incredibly 
difficult when one is “on the run.” Likewise, escape from 
the onslaught of a merciless military force would be 
complicated by the conditions that accompany the win-
tertime. The cold and hunger would constitute hardship 
on children and adults alike. The allusion to the Sabbath 
refers to the fact that Jewish authorities would still be 
enforcing observance of the Sabbath with closed city 
gates (Nehemiah 13:19). Thus, these two verses deal with 
hindrances to flight from the Roman besiegement of 
Jerusalem.

Jesus further stated that “great tribulation” would be 
associated with these events, comparably worse than at 
any time and resulting in the loss of many lives (vss. 
21-22). We who live subsequent to A.D. 70 have diffi-
culty fathoming the magnitude of the tribulation expe-

The victory was commemorated in Rome with the Arch of Titus,  
which depicts the valuables seized from the Temple,  

including the Temple menorah.
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rienced during the destruction of Jerusalem. At that time, 
hundreds of thousands of Jews were crowded together 
from all over the world to observe Passover. The mass 
misery that resulted from the Roman siege—which 
lasted five months—was extensive.27 Interestingly, Jose-
phus, an eyewitness, alluded to the atrocity in words 
reminiscent of Jesus’ own words: “neither did any other 
city suffer such miseries…from the beginning of the 
world.”28 The phrase “nor ever shall be” shows that Jesus 
had in mind a time near His own day with much time 
to come after the event. If He was alluding to some 
period near the end of time (as per dispensationalism), 
He would not have added such words since there would 
be no future time left for such an occurrence. God could 
have easily permitted every single Jew to be wiped from 
the face of the Earth. But for the sake of His church 

Destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem by Francesco Hayez
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(which included converted Jews), the period of tribula-
tion was shortened (vs. 22).

Next, Jesus warned that during the period leading up 
to the destruction of Jerusalem, false Christs and false 
prophets would come forward and display magical tricks 
to deceive people into thinking they were authentic rep-
resentatives of God (vss. 23-26). When people face 
severe and intense disruption to their lives, they tend to 
become easy prey for conmen and charlatans who seek 
to exploit the hardships and vulnerabilities of others. 
Jesus warned of this phenomenon as the time for Jeru-
salem’s destruction grew nearer. When any individuals, 
even in our own day, seek to seduce people into believ-
ing that the Lord’s final coming is imminent, Jesus says, 
“Don’t believe it!” (cf. vs. 26). Why? Because when Jesus 
comes at the end of time, everyone will know it. The 
Second Coming will be as visible and as evident as a 
blinding flash of lightening that covers the entire sky (vs. 27).

The Siege and Destruction of Jerusalem by David Roberts
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In contrast with the ultimate return of Jesus, the com-
ing of Jesus in judgment on Jerusalem would be discern-
ible on very different grounds: “For wherever the carcass 
is, there the eagles29 will be gathered together” (vs. 28). 
Typically classified as a type of vulture due to its carrion 
feeder traits, the eagle was the symbol of Roman power. 
It was carried by the different units of the Roman army 
wherever Roman authority was being exerted.30 The 
contemporaries were readily familiar with this fact. Thus, 
in A.D. 70, the Roman vultures swarmed over Jerusalem 
and devoured the carcass of apostate Judaism.31

Jesus then resorted to the use of several highly figura-
tive phrases which are based upon Old Testament apoc-
alyptic language: “Immediately after the tribulation of 
those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken” 
(vs. 29). The phrase “after the tribulation of those days” 
means after the horrible events that occurred during the 
siege of the city, which history records began on August 
10, A.D. 70 and lasted some two months. In that short 
period, 1.1 million died in unspeakable anguish, and 
97,000 were taken as slaves.32 After the tribulation of the 
siege, the final destruction occurred. 

The English reader and the Western mind have diffi-
culty conceptualizing such extravagant expressions. The 
temptation is to take the words literally. But Jesus merely 
did what many of the Old Testament prophets did when 
they announced the destruction of cities and countries 
in symbolic, apocalyptic imagery. All one need do is 
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read Isaiah 13 to see that Jesus was incorporating termi-
nology reminiscent of the description of the destruction 
of Babylon recorded in Isaiah 13 where the language 
referred to the military onslaught of the Medes in the 
sixth century B.C. that brought about the downfall of the 
Babylonian empire. See Figure 7.

Similarly, Isaiah depicted the destruction of Edom in 
terminology that spoke of the cosmos being dissolved 
and the sky rolling up like a scroll (34:4). Ezekiel por-
trayed the fate of Egypt in terms of the darkening of the 
stars, Moon, and Sun (32:7). There is no question that 
such language is highly figurative, hyperbolic, and 
designed to instill an impression of great calamity, to 

Jesus Used Apocalyptic/Figurative  
Language to Refer to the Destruction  

of Jerusalem in A.D. 70

Isaiah 13         Matthew 24

“The day of the Lord is near” 
(vs. 6)

“It is near—at the doors”  
(vs. 33)

“The stars/constellations will 
not give light” (vs. 10)

“The stars shall fall from 
heaven” (vs. 29)

“Rising sun will be darkened” 
(vs. 10)

“The sun shall be darkened” 
(vs. 29)

“The moon will not give its 
light” (vs. 10)

“The moon shall not give her 
light” (vs. 29)

“I will shake the heavens”  
(vs. 13)

“The powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken” (vs. 29)

Figure 7
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create an effect in the mind of the hearer—but not 
intended to be taken literally. If God can discuss the 
overthrow of Babylon, Egypt, and Edom in such flam-
boyant, dramatic terminology, surely, He can do the 
same when discussing the destruction of Jerusalem in 
A.D. 70—without us jumping to the conclusion that He 
was referring to the end of time.

At this point would “appear the sign of the Son of man 
in heaven” (vs. 30). In other words, looking again at vs. 
29, the darkening of the Jewish Temple, the shaking 
up of the Jewish commonwealth, and the fall of Jewish 
authority through the instrumentality of imperial Rome 
was the sign or signal that Christ had come in judg-
ment on Israel. He was the One responsible for the mis-
ery that would enshroud the Jewish nation. Jesus had 
done exactly what He had told Caiaphas he could 
expect to witness personally: “the Son of man is coming 
in the clouds of heaven” (Matthew 26:64). Jews knew 
that such language was completely normal when 
describing God’s execution of wrath in history. When 
God punished Egypt in the long ago, He “rode on a swift 
cloud…into Egypt” (Isaiah 19:1)—a graphically appro-
priate way to envision God’s vengeance, in time, in his-
tory.33

Next, angels would go forth with a great trumpet 
sound and gather the elect (vs. 31). Historians report that 
once Jewish opposition to Christianity (reflected through-
out the book of Acts and in Paul’s epistles34) was 
removed in A.D. 70, the true nation of God (i.e., the 
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Church of Christ—the “holy nation” [1 Peter 2:9]—the 
Christian elect) began to experience unparalleled 
effectiveness. The sound of the Gospel trumpet was 
heard more clearly than ever before. The word for 
“angel” (angelos) is the normal Greek word for “messen-
ger.”35 It is used in the New Testament to refer both to 
angelic visitors from heaven (Matthew 4:6,11; 28:2; Mark 
1:12; Luke 16:22; Galatians 3:19) as well as human mes-
sengers (Matthew 11:10; Luke 7:24,27; 9:52; James 2:25). 
In this passage it refers to the emissaries of the Gospel 
who, by means of the preached Word, gathered indi-
viduals into the elect fold from all over the world.36 Such 
phraseology is reminiscent of the year of Jubilee (Levit-
icus 25) in which every 50th year, the believing 
community sounded a ram’s horn all through the land 
and proclaimed the year as a year of release or 
liberation.

Jesus next uttered a brief parable about a fig tree (vs. 
32-33). Tender branches and new leaves on a fig tree 
function as signs—signals that summer is near. Likewise, 
the signs that Jesus delineated pinpointed the time when 
Jerusalem was to be destroyed. Once faithful disciples 
began to observe the unfolding of these signs, they 
would realize that the city was on the verge of being 
besieged by the Roman armies. They could then “look 
for their redemption” (Luke 21:28), i.e., act upon their 
providentially prearranged escape plan and receive 
deliverance from the Romans and potential future per-
secutions of Jewish authority. The repetition of the sec-
ond person plural pronoun is further proof that Jesus 
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was referring to His own generation, not a generation 
that was centuries in the future: “So you also, 
when you see…” (vs. 33).

Jesus ended His response to the first question asked 
by His disciples with the words: “This generation shall 
not pass, till all these things be fulfilled” (vs. 34). The 
generation to whom He was addressing Himself would 
still be living when “all these things” would occur. Thus 
every single sign that Jesus pinpointed would occur 
during that generation. Some, however, in an attempt 
to apply Jesus’ words to the premillennial framework 
and the end of time, suggest that the Greek word for 
“generation” (genea) may also be translated “race,” in 
which case Jesus was simply saying that the Jewish race 
would not pass out of existence before all these things 
happened to them. But if this allegation be correct, then 
Jesus is put in the position of telling the Jews what would 
happen to their race, and then saying that their race 
would not pass away until everything that was going to 
happen to their race happened—an absurdly redundant 
notion. Why would God declare a group’s fate, and then 
assure the group that they would still be around to suf-
fer that fate? Obviously, God would never have told 
them the specifics of their fate if they were not going to 
be present to experience those specifics. The fact of the 
matter is that the word “generation” is used 13 times37 
in the Gospel of Matthew and always designates those 
who are living at a particular point in time—compara-
ble to modern American expressions like “baby boom-
ers” and “Gen X.” In fact, in Matthew 23:36-39, where 
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the context is the same as Matthew 24, Jesus spoke of 
the contemporary population of Jerusalem as the “gen-
eration” that He had in mind—the one that He sought 
to “gather” under His wings and whose house would be 
“left desolate.” See Figure 8 on the next page.

Transition: No Signs Heralding the Second Coming

Verse 35 functions as a transition verse, placing clo-
sure on Jesus’ answer to the disciples’ first question. 
Beginning in verse 36, Jesus turned His attention to deal-
ing with the disciples’ second question. He emphatically 
distinguished between the destruction of Jerusalem, 
which He had been discussing, and the end of the world 
or Second Coming. Even if the disciples had not asked 
about “the end of the world,” it would have been appro-
priate for Jesus to have dealt with the matter since He 
would not want the two to be confused. So He alluded 
to “that day,” i.e., the day heaven and earth will pass 
away (vs. 35), the world will end, and Christ would 
come again (vs. 3). Jesus went out of His way to stress 
the total absence of signs signaling the end of the world 
and the Second Coming. He declared that His final 
coming would be comparable to the Deluge of Noah’s 
day (vs. 37), in that it will be totally unexpected. Right 
up to the very day that Noah and his family entered the 
ark, life was going on as usual. No signs! Jesus said farm-
ers will be in the field as usual (vs. 40); women will be 
involved in their activities as usual (vs. 41). Jesus even 
likened the unexpected nature of His final coming to the 
exploits of a thief (vs. 43). Both Paul (1 Thessalonians 
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13 Occurrences of “Generation” (genea) in Matthew

Verses Passages Meaning

1:17(4)

“So all the generations from Abraham to 
David are fourteen generations, from  
David until the captivity in Babylon are  
fourteen generations, and from the  
captivity in Babylon until the Christ are  
fourteen generations.”

All 4 occurrences refer to the 
populations that were contem-
poraneous with each descen-
dant from Abraham to Christ 
named in verses 1-16.

11:16
“But to what shall I liken this generation? It 
is like children sitting in the marketplaces 
and calling to their companions.”

The context shows that Jesus 
was referring to those who 
were contemporaries with 
Himself and John the Baptizer, 
including the then populations 
of the cities of Chorazin, Beth-
saida, & Capernaum.

12:39,41,
42,45

“An evil and adulterous generation seeks 
after a sign, and no sign will be given to it 
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in 
the belly of the great fish, so will the Son  
of Man be three days and three nights in 
the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh 
will rise up in the judgment with this  
generation and condemn it, because they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah; and 
indeed a greater than Jonah is here. The 
queen of the South will rise up in the judg-
ment with this generation and condemn it, 
for she came from the ends of the earth to 
hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a 
greater than Solomon is here…. So shall it 
also be with this wicked generation.’”

Each occurrence refers to the 
contemporaries of Jesus who 
would know of Jesus being in 
the tomb and whose resis-
tance manifested toward Jesus 
was to be contrasted with the 
receptivity manifested by the 
population of Nineveh in 
Jonah’s day and the Queen of 
Sheba who visited Solomon.

16:4
“A wicked and adulterous generation seeks 
after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it 
except the sign of the prophet Jonah.”

Remarks addressed to the 
Pharisees & Sadducees who 
were alive when Jesus’ death/
resurrection occurred.

17:17
“Then Jesus answered and said, ‘O faithless 
and perverse generation, how long shall I 
be with you? How long shall I bear with 
you? Bring him here to Me.’”

Jesus directed these words 
specifically to His disciples 
due to their failure to expel a 
demon.

23:36 “Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will 
come upon this generation.”

Contextually, Jesus was  
referring to the inhabitants  
of Jerusalem.

24:34
“Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will 
by no means pass away till all these things 
take place.”

Same context as 23:36

Figure 8
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5:2) and Peter (2 Peter 3:10) repeat this analogy. As the 
coming of a thief in the night is preceded by absolutely 
no signs, so the final coming of Jesus will be preceded 
by absolutely no signals.

Thus, verses 36-51, as well as the entirety of chapter 
25, refer to the end of time and the Second Coming. 
Jesus’ first point was that, whereas those who give 
proper heed to the signs can pinpoint the time of the 
destruction of Jerusalem, no one can pinpoint the day 
of Christ’s return. Why? Absolutely no signs will occur 
to alert people to the Second Coming. Verses 37-39 
clearly show that life on this Earth will be going on as it 
always has with “business as usual.” The time of Jesus’ 
ultimate return is unpredictable and will be totally  
unexpected, unaccompanied by signs to warn of its 
approach.

Summary

It is not uncommon to hear people discussing the end 
of time and delineating the “signs” that they say are 
proof that Christ’s return is imminent.38 When “wars and 
rumors of wars,” “earthquakes,” and various political/
military events that one observes in the news occur, they 
are quick to connect those occurrences with their con-
viction that Christ is about to return. They claim to be 
representing the Bible in their calculations and fore-
casts—even though, to date, every attempt to pinpoint 
the date of Christ’s return has failed miserably.
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The only hope of the entire world is to render obedi-
ence to the written revelation of the Bible (Matthew 
24:46). Noah preached, apparently for many years, in 
hopes of alerting the world’s population to the coming 
judgment upon them. They refused to listen and amend 
their ways. Likewise, the only “tip-off ” available today 
is the Gospel of Jesus Christ that instructs every account-
able individual what to do to be right with God. When 
one brings one’s life into compliance with those direc-
tives, “signs” by which to anticipate the return of Christ 
are completely superfluous. As Jesus emphasized: 
“Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your 
Lord is coming” (Matthew 24:42).

In fact, the signs39 preceding the destruction of Jeru-
salem were pinpointed for Christian Jews rather than for 
unbelieving Jews. The signs served the purpose of alert-
ing Christians to enact the means of safety and escape 
from physical threat posed by the Romans. The signs did 
not serve the purpose of achieving spiritual salvation. 
Signs from God were never intended to serve such a 
purpose.40 Even so, today, no signs are needed to (1) 
provide instructions to Christians so they can avoid 
physical harm from persecutors, (2) nor are they needed 
to provide spiritual salvation for non-Christians—which 
can only be attained via obedience to the message of 
the Gospel (Romans 1:16). To repeat: the signs given by 
Jesus in Matthew 24 enabled Christians to avoid death 
at the hands of the Romans. No signs have been given 
by Jesus by which Christians today can evade future 
physical danger.
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When studied carefully in context and in light of his-
tory, verses in Matthew 24 that dispensationalists claim 
refer to the end times are seen to refer to the destruction 
of Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70.41 Without a 
doubt, there will be tribulation in the world. Christians 
are, in fact, assured of such, even as Paul explained to 
the Christians in the cities of Galatia: “We must through 
many tribulations enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 
14:22; cf. 2 Timothy 3:12; John 16:33). Christians always 
have and always will endure tribulation. But there will 
be no future period of tribulation from which saints will 
be exempt as the dispensationalists describe. The world 
may well experience World War III. Horrible atrocities 
may well be unleashed upon humanity. But such future 
events will in no way result as the fulfillment of biblical 
teaching. The Bible simply does not teach that there will 
be a future seven year “Tribulation” on Earth that will 
culminate in a battle of Armageddon.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What do dispensationalists believe will happen to 
the saved when they are snatched away by Jesus? 
Cite their proof text.

2. What do dispensationalists say will take place on 
Earth while the saved are in heaven? Cite the proof 
text.

3. What did Jesus say to the disciples that must have 
been shocking to them when He directed their 
attention to the Temple? Cite the verse.

4. What 2 questions did Jesus ask the disciples? Cite 
the verse.

5. What did Jesus show by His answers to these ques-
tions?

6. Select 1 of the signs given by Jesus that would her-
ald the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple and 
explain how it was fulfilled prior to A.D. 70.

7. To what does the word “end” refer in Matthew 24:6?

8. How would the occurrence of famine, pestilence, 
and earthquakes between A.D. 30 and A.D. 70 been 
interpreted by those who had heard Jesus allude to 
them?

9. Why would earthquakes be completely useless in 
recognizing the end of the world?

10. If Jesus intended earthquakes to be immediate signs 
in the first century, what useful purpose would they 
have served from A.D. 30 to A.D. 70?

11. What did Jesus mean by His use of the word “end” 
in verse 14?
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12. To what did Jesus apply the expression “abomination 
of desolation”? Cite the Old Testament verse He 
quoted as well as a New Testament verse.

13. What did Jesus urge the faithful in Judea to do when 
the Romans approached?

14. What remarkable factor does history record con-
cerning the fall of Jerusalem?

15. What follows if this passage refers to the “Rapture” 
and the saved were about to be removed to heaven?

16. Name 1 of the 3 hindrances to flight from the Roman 
besiegement of Jerusalem in vss. 19-20.

17. What does Jesus’ words “nor ever shall be” show?

18. Why did Jesus say not to believe those who claim 
Jesus’ return is imminent?

19. What did the eagle symbolize?

20. To what “tribulation” did Jesus refer?

21. How many died in the siege of Jerusalem?

22. What Old Testament chapter uses imagery that is 
reminiscent of Jesus’ description of the destruction 
of Jerusalem? To what does that Old Testament 
chapter refer?

23. What is such apocalyptic language designed to do 
and how is it not intended to be taken?

24. What were the events of verse 29 intended to con-
vey?

25. What did Jesus mean when He said they would see 
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven?

26. To whom had Jesus already made this statement? 
Cite the verse.
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27. What was such completely normal language 
intended to describe?

28. What country in the Old Testament was the recipi-
ent of similar terminology? Cite the verse.

29. What is the normal meaning of the Greek word for 
“angel”?

30. To whom did Jesus refer in His use of “angels”? How 
did they gather the elect?

31. What event in the Law of Moses is this phraseology 
reminiscent of? Cite the chapter.

32. How do fig tree branches and leaves function in 
Jesus’ discourse?

33. To what did Jesus’ signs point?
34. In what way were the faithful disciples to “look for 

their redemption”? Cite the verse.
35. Who did Jesus say would still be living when “all 

these things” would occur?
36. What do some claim is the meaning of Jesus’ use of 

the word “generation.” How would they apply it?
37. What redundancy characterizes this viewpoint?
38. How many times is the word “generation” used in 

Matthew, and what does it always designate?
39. How does verse 35 function?
40. What does Jesus do in verse 36?
41. To what does “that day” refer in verse 36?
42. What did Jesus go out of His way to stress regarding 

the end of the world and His Second Coming?
43. In what way will Jesus’ final coming be comparable 

to the Flood of Noah’s day?
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44. To what did Jesus liken the unexpected nature of His 
final coming?

45. What 2 New Testament writers repeat this analogy? 
Cite the verses.

46. What will precede Jesus’ final coming?
47. What portion of Matthew refers to the end of time 

and the Second Coming?
48. What could those who gave proper heed to the signs 

pinpoint?
49. How may the time of Jesus’ ultimate return be char-

acterized?
50. To date, what has been the result of every attempt 

to pinpoint the date of Christ’s return?
51. Though Noah preached for many years about the 

judgment that was coming upon the world’s popu-
lation, what was their response?

52. What is the only “tip-off” available today to prepare 
people for Christ’s coming?

53. If a person brings his life into compliance with the 
Gospel, what becomes completely superfluous?

54. For whom, specifically, did Jesus pinpoint the signs 
preceding the destruction of Jerusalem?

55. For what purpose were the signs Jesus gave not 
intended?

56. Identify 2 conditions for which no signs are needed 
today.

57. When studied carefully in context and in light of his-
tory, to what do the verses refer in Matthew 24 that 
dispensationalists claim refer to the end times?
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Moving to the next prominent doctrine of dispensa-
tionalism, we consider the alleged appearance during 
the “Tribulation” of the “Antichrist.” The term “antichrist” 
occurs only five times in Scripture, only in the writing 
of John, and only in two of his five books. Here are the 
verses: 1 John 2:18,22; 4:3; 2 John 7. The implications 
are significant. Dispensationalists do not go to 1 and 2 
John when they discuss the Antichrist. They go to Rev-
elation, 2 Thessalonians, or Daniel. They go to passages 
that do not even use the word “antichrist.”

This fact is hardly surprising since, in stark contrast to 
current claims, John applied the term “antichrist”42 
to more than one individual, and to individuals who 
were living then—in the first century. Read the verses 
for yourself to see that the claim of a future Antichrist is 
unwarranted:

Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard 
that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists 
have come, by which we know that it is the last hour. 
They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if 
they had been of us, they would have continued with 
us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, 
that none of them were of us. But you have an anoint-
ing from the Holy One, and you know all things. I have 
not written to you because you do not know the truth, 
but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. 

Will There Be an Antichrist?

Chapter 3
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Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? 
He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son (1 
John 2:18-22).

Observe that the NKJV both inserts the article before and 
capitalizes “antichrist” in verse 18, leaving the English 
reader with the strong suggestion that a distinction is to 
be made between multiple antichrists and an alleged 
singular Antichrist that stands out from all the rest. The 
Greek lacks the article, and capitalization occurs at the 
translator’s own discretion since the Greek lacks punc-
tuation.43 Verse 18 states that numerous antichrists had 
arisen in John’s day, and he therefore concluded that “it 
is the last hour,” i.e., the final period of religious history 
which, as noted earlier, commonly referred to as “the 
last days” (Isaiah 2:2; Acts 2:17; Hebrews 1:2). How can 
a future “Antichrist” appear after “the last hour”? What’s 
more, John declares that anyone who denies the Father 
and the Son is antichrist. He then describes the behav-
ior of the antichrists as “not of God”:

Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not con-
fess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. 
And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have 
heard was coming, and is now already in the world (1 
John 4:2-3).

“Antichrist” was simply all those who denied Christ had 
come in the flesh (1 John 2:22).44 John, therefore, labeled 
any such deluded soul as “the deceiver” and “the anti-
christ” (2 John 7). Notice the use of the article. John was 
saying that people living in his own day who denied the 
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incarnation of Jesus were to be regarded as the anti-
christ. Not just an antichrist—but the antichrist. 
Commenting on 1 John 4:3, Macknight astutely 
observed:

From this, as well as from chap. ii.18, it appears that 
Antichrist is not any particular person, nor any partic-
ular succession of persons in the church, but a general 
name for all false teachers in every age, who dissem-
inate doctrines contrary to those taught by the apos-
tles; especially if these doctrines have a tendency to 
derogate from Christ’s character and actions as the 
Saviour of the world.45 

The idea that the term “antichrist” is to be applied to 
some “future fuehrer”46 who will draw the world into a 
global holocaust is out of harmony with John’s inspired 
use of the term.

Daniel 9

The first passage which some say predicts an “Anti-
christ” is the famous “70 Weeks” prophecy found in 
Daniel 9:24-27—

Vs. 24—Seventy weeks are determined for your people 
and for your holy city, to finish the transgression, to 
make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, 
to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision 
and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. 

Vs. 25—Know therefore and understand, that from the 
going forth of the command to restore and build Jeru-
salem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven 
weeks and sixty-two weeks; The street shall be built 
again, and the wall, even in troublesome times. 
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Vs. 26—And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall 
be cut off, but not for Himself; and the people of the 
prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the 
sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, and till 
the end of the war desolations are determined. 

Vs. 27—Then he shall confirm a covenant with many 
for one week; but in the middle of the week He shall 
bring an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing 
of abominations shall be one who makes desolate, even 
until the consummation, which is determined, is poured 
out on the desolate.

Observe carefully the content of this marvelous proph-
ecy.

Verse 24

During the prophetic period that Daniel identified in 
terms of 70 symbolic weeks, transgression, sin, and iniq-
uity would be “finished,” “ended,” and “reconciliation 
provided for.” Paul declared that we “rejoice in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
now received the reconciliation” (Romans 5:11; also 2 
Corinthians 5:18-19). This terminology clearly refers to 
Christ’s sacrifice upon the cross: “now, once at the end 
of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sac-
rifice of Himself” (Hebrews 9:26). He finished His aton-
ing task to make an end of sins (John 17:4; 19:30). The 
effect of Christ’s atoning work was that “everlasting righ-
teousness” was ushered in. As Paul stated: “For He 
made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor-
inthians 5:21; cf. Jeremiah 23:5-6; Philippians 3:9). 
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Because of what Jesus did, individuals may now stand 
before God completely righteous through obedient faith 
(Romans 1:5; 16:26).

Likewise, “vision” and “prophecy” would be “sealed 
up.” This refers to the inevitable termination of Old Tes-
tament prophecy and its fulfillment in Christ’s appear-
ance in human history: “Yes, and all the prophets from 
Samuel and those who follow, as many as have spoken, 
have also foretold these days” (Acts 3:24; Hebrews 1:1-
2). Finally, the phrase in Daniel 9:24 that speaks of the 
“anointing” of the “most holy” refers to the public min-
istry and subsequent official crowning of Jesus as He 
took His place upon His throne to rule in His kingdom. 
Isaiah said: “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, 
because the Lord has anointed Me to preach good 
tidings to the poor” (61:1)—which Jesus read aloud in 
His hometown synagogue and applied to Himself (Luke 
4:18-21). On the day of Pentecost, Peter said: “Therefore 
being exalted to the right hand of God” (Acts 2:33). 
Notice that Daniel summarized the entire 70-week 
period by including all of these factors in the 70 weeks.

Verse 25

Next, Daniel broke the 70-week period into three 
segments: 7 weeks, 62 weeks, and 1 week. This verse 
pertains to the first two sections of the 70th week period. 
During these two periods, that is, during 69 of the 70 
prophetic weeks, a decree would go forth calling for the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem and the reconstruction of the 
Temple that had been destroyed by the Babylonians (cf. 
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Nehemiah 2:7-8; Ezra 1:1-3). Daniel made clear that 
these 69 weeks of the prophetic period, during which 
the Temple would be rebuilt and national Israel reestab-
lished, would take one up to the appearance of the Mes-
siah.

Verse 26

This verse speaks of the final week of the 70-week 
prophetic period, for he said “after the 62 weeks” 
(which already followed the initial 7 weeks). “After” puts 
one into the final or 70th week of Daniel’s remarks. Two 
significant events were to occur during this final week. 
First, the Messiah would be “cut off.” This expression 
unmistakably refers to Jesus’ death upon the cross: “He 
was cut off from the land of the living” (Isaiah 53:8). Sec-
ond, a “prince” and his people would come and destroy 
the city and the sanctuary—an obvious allusion to the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple edifice in A.D. 
70 by Titus and his Roman army.

Verse 27

This verse alludes to the activation of the new cove-
nant between the Messiah and “many,” that is, between 
Christ and those who are responsive to the demands of 
the new covenant. As the Hebrews writer said: “Behold 
the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah” (8:8; cf. Acts 3:25). The New Testament 
teaches that the cutting off of the Messiah—the cruci-
fixion—was the act that confirmed the covenant 
(Matthew 26:28; Hebrews 9:15-29) and brought an 
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immediate end to the validity of the Old Testament prac-
tices of sacrifice and oblation (Colossians 2:14; Luke 
23:45; Hebrews 10:18-20). Next Daniel alluded to the 
ruthless invasion of Jerusalem in the phrase “abomina-
tion of desolation” (interpreted by dispensationalists to 
be the “Antichrist”). Jesus quoted this very phrase in 
Matthew 24:15 and Luke 21:20 and applied it to the 
Roman desecration and destruction of the Jerusalem 
Temple in A.D. 70. (See the allusion in the discussion of 
Matthew 24 on p. 25).

Thus, the fundamental purpose of Daniel’s 70-weeks 
prophecy was to show God’s final and complete decree 
concerning the Israelite commonwealth. All of the events 
described in the prophecy were literally fulfilled nearly 
2,000 years ago. As far as God is concerned, the logical 
end of the Old Testament and Judaism has occurred. 
Now He deals only with the spiritual children of 
Abraham, whether Jew or Gentile (Romans 4:11-12,16; 
9:8)—the church of Christ which is the actual “Israel of 
God” (Galatians 6:16).  

Revelation 13

A second passage that is used to support the notion 
of an “Antichrist” is Revelation 13:1-10. The reader is 
urged to open the Bible to this chapter and consider the 
following analysis. Taking into account the context of 
the book of Revelation as well as a proper interpretation 
of its apocalyptic imagery lead to the understanding that 
the seven-headed sea beast47 was a symbol for 
the then monstrous emperor of Rome who was 
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responsible for unleashing horrible atrocities upon 
Christians of Asia Minor in the latter years of the first 
century A.D.48 He is identified by the symbolic, sinister 
numeral “666.”49 The two-horned land beast (Revelation 
13:11-18), who enforced worship of the sea beast, refers 
to the official governmental organizations known as the 
Roman Concilia—“the imperial priesthood of the prov-
inces”50—that was responsible for supporting, regulat-
ing, and enforcing all details relative to emperor wor-
ship.51 This evil legal entity was authorized to instigate 
economic sanctions against those who refused to appro-
priate the “mark” of the beast, “mark” being a symbol 
for the tokens of proof of citizen submission to Caesar 
worship (vs. 17). With this understanding of Revelation 
13, it is unscriptural and unbiblical to identify the sea 
beast in Revelation 13 with some revived, future Roman 
dictator known as the “Antichrist” who is yet to make 
an appearance in world history.

2 Thessalonians 2

A third passage used to foster belief in an “Antichrist” 
is 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12—

Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask 
you, not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either 
by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though 
the day of Christ had come. Let no one deceive you by 
any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling 
away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the 
son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above 
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all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits 
as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he 
is God. Do you not remember that when I was still with 
you I told you these things? And now you know what 
is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 
For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only 
He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out 
of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, 
whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His 
mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 
The coming of the lawless one is according to the work-
ing of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 
and with all unrighteous deception among those who 
perish, because they did not receive the love of the 
truth, that they might be saved. And for this reason God 
will send them strong delusion, that they should believe 
the lie, that they all may be condemned who did not 
believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

Whatever interpretation is placed upon this passage, its 
use to refer to a future personage is doomed to failure 
since Paul explicitly stated that he was referring to a per-
son who would be the product of the circumstances 
of his own day, i.e., “already at work” (vs. 7). How could 
Paul have had in mind a future dictator that still has not 
arisen, though 2,000 years have transpired? One need 
go no further to know that 2 Thessalonians 2 does not 
refer to a future Antichrist. Consider the following anal-
ysis of this passage.
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Verses 3-4

History is replete with a variety of interpretations of 
this passage, the most prominent one likely being the 
view that the papacy is under consideration.52 Another 
possibility, expounded here, is that the “falling away” 
(vs. 3), or apostasy, referred to the Jewish rejection of the 
“new and living way” of approach to God (Hebrews 
10:20). The Jews were the single most adamant oppo-
nents of Christ and the infant church (John 8:37-44; Acts 
7:51-53; 13:45-50; Romans 10:20-21; 11:7; 1 Thessalo-
nians 2:14-16). This rebellion, or falling away, would not 
reach its “full” (Matthew 23:32) climax until the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and the resulting dispersal 
of the Jewish people. Paul had already alluded to this 
Jewish apostasy in 1 Thessalonians 2:15-16. The pouring 
out of God’s wrath was the logical consequence of the 
first-century Israelite failure to make the transition to 
Christianity.

According to this viewpoint, the “man of sin” or “son 
of perdition” (vs. 3) would have referred to the personi-
fication of Roman imperialism and would have been 
equated with “the abomination of desolation” that Jesus, 
quoting Daniel 9, alluded to in Matthew 24:15 and Luke 
21:20. Verse 4 would refer to the Roman general who 
introduced his idolatrous insignia into the Holy of Holies 
in A.D. 70.53

Verses 6-7

That which was “withholding” (vs. 6), or restraining, 
this man of sin, at the time Paul was writing 2 Thessalo-
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nians in approximately A.D. 53, would have been the 
presence of the Jewish state. The ingenious design of 
God was that Christianity would appear to the hostile 
Roman government to be nothing more than another 
sect of the Jews. Thus from A.D. 30-70, Christianity was 
temporarily shielded from the fury of the persecuting 
forces of Rome while it developed and spread, giving 
the Jews ample opportunity to be exposed to the Gos-
pel and incorporated into the elect remnant—the 
Church of Christ (cf. Romans 11:26). During these four 
decades, the persecution of Christians was instigated 
almost exclusively by Jews. Consequently, God gra-
ciously gave the Jews 40 years to get their thinking 
straight, allowing them to be exposed to the Gospel 
“first” (Romans 1:16), and come to grips with the fact 
that “Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
everyone who believes” (Romans 10:4). The nation of 
Israel was thereby rendered culpable and completely 
without excuse in its rejection of Christianity. Simulta-
neously (and ironically), apostate Judaism served as 
a restraining force by preventing Christianity from being 
perceived by the Romans as a separate—and therefore 
illegal—religion (religio illicita). Once the Jewish apos-
tasy was complete, and God’s wrath was poured out 
upon Jerusalem, Christianity came to be seen as a reli-
gion distinct from Judaism.

Verses 8-10

Now, increasingly, Christians found themselves 
brought into conflict with the persecution from “the 



The End Times58

wicked” or “lawless one.” In fact, after A.D. 70 (when 
the withholding effect of Judaism was removed), Roman 
opposition to Christianity gradually grew greater, culmi-
nating in the fierce and formidable persecution imposed 
by Caesar Domitian in the final decade of the first cen-
tury.

Once the shield of Judaism was removed (vs. 7), and 
Christianity increasingly found itself subject to the indig-
nities of governmental disfavor, the Lord would “con-
sume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the 
brightness of His coming” (vs. 8) the one responsible. 
This terminology is not an allusion to Christ’s Second 
Coming. Rather, this verse refers to Christ’s coming in 
judgment on the Roman power. Such a use of the word 
“coming” to describe the display of God’s wrath upon 
people in history is not unusual. As noted earlier, Isaiah 
announced God’s judgment on Egypt in these words: 
“Behold, the LORD rides on a swift cloud, and will come 
into Egypt; The idols of Egypt will totter at His presence, 
and the heart of Egypt will melt in its midst” (Isaiah 19:1). 
Micah announced God’s judgment on Jerusalem and 
Samaria: “For behold, the LORD is coming out of His 
place; He will come down and tread on the high places 
of the earth” (1:3). Paul alluded to the government’s use 
of counterfeit miracles (vs. 9), and thus deceit (vs. 10). 
His allusion is reminiscent of Jesus’ allusion to the Con-
cilia’s employment of tricks and illusions to deceive peo-
ple into worshipping the emperor (Revelation 13:13-
15)—which occurred during the last decade of the first 
century A.D.54
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Summary

To summarize, when studied in context, these pas-
sages render the notion of an “Antichrist” along with the 
entire dispensational scheme without scriptural support. 
Those in bygone days who applied these passages to 
Nero, Napoleon, Mussolini, Hitler, Saddam Hussein, etc. 
have been proven wrong. Yet the pattern continues 
unabated among those who have not learned from the 
sad mistakes of the past.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. How many times does the word “antichrist” occur 

in the Bible, and in whose books?
2. What New and Old Testament books are used to 

defend the notion of an “Antichrist”?
3. To whom did John apply the term “antichrist” and 

when did he indicate the “antichrist” would live?
4. What 2 grammatical features do some English trans-

lations insert that are lacking in the Greek text of 1 
John 2:18?

5. What do these insertions encourage the English 
reader to conclude?

6. Who does John declare to be “antichrist”?
7. What did John label all those who denied Christ had 

come in the flesh?
8. What prophecy in Daniel do some say predicts an 

“Antichrist”? Cite the passage.
9. To what event do Daniel’s allusions to “transgres-

sion,” “sins,” and “iniquity” refer? Cite a verse.
10. To what do Daniel’s allusions to “vision” and “proph-

ecy” being “sealed up” refer? Cite a verse.
11. To what does Daniel’s allusion to the “anointing” of 

the “most holy” refer? Cite a verse.
12. How did Daniel summarize the entire 70-week 

period?
13. Into what three segments did Daniel break the 

70-week period?
14. To what segments does verse 25 refer?
15. What would happen during those 69 weeks?
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16. To what event would those 69 weeks take one?

17. Verse 26 refers to what portion of the 70-week 
prophecy?

18. What 2 significant events would occur during this 
final week? To what do the events refer?

19. What covenant is referred to in verse 27 of Daniel’s 
prophecy? Cite a supporting verse.

20. What was the act that confirmed the covenant?

21. What was brought to an end by this act? Cite a verse.

22. What is the meaning of “abomination of desolation”?

23. What was the fundamental purpose of Daniel’s 
70-weeks prophecy, and when were the events ful-
filled?

24. What does the sea beast of Revelation 13 symbol-
ize? What did he do, and when did he do it?

25. By what number is the sea beast symbolized? What 
is the significance of the number?

26. What does the land beast symbolize and what was 
his purpose?

27. What follows from this understanding of Revelation 
13?

28. Why is the interpretation—that 2 Thessalonians 2 
refers to a future person—doomed to failure? What 
phrase did Paul use to spotlight this fact?

29. According to the interpretation expounded in this 
book, what is the “falling away”?

30. Who were the single most adamant opponents of 
Christ and the early church? Cite 2 verses.

31. When would the “falling away” reach its full climax?
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32. Cite the passage where Paul had already alluded to 
this apostasy.

33. What was the logical consequence of the first-cen-
tury Israelite failure to make the transition to Christi-
anity?

34. According to this view, to whom does the “man of 
sin/perdition” refer?

35. What expression did Jesus and Daniel use to refer to 
this person?

36. Specifically, in history, who was he?
37. What was “withholding” or restraining this man of 

sin?
38. How did the Roman government view Christianity?
39. What did this misconception enable Christianity to 

be?
40. In the meantime, what 2 things were achieved?
41. Who was the primary source of persecution against 

Christians from A.D. 30-70?
42. How was God’s grace manifested toward the Jews 

from A.D. 30-70? Cite a supporting verse.
43. Once this period passed and Jewish apostasy was 

complete, what did God do?
44. Consequently, how did Christianity come to be seen 

by the Romans?
45. After A.D. 70, what happened to Roman opposition 

to Christianity?
46. How would the Lord “consume with the breath of 

His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His 
coming”? Cite 1 Old Testament verse where “com-
ing” is similarly used. 
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47. What is reminiscent about Paul’s allusion to the gov-
ernment’s use of counterfeit miracles and deceit? 
Cite the passage.
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The next feature of the dispensational scheme insists 
that world history will culminate in a cataclysmic global 
holocaust known as “Armageddon” (followed by the 
“Millennium,” a 1000-year reign of Christ on Earth). 
They say that current events in the Middle East and else-
where are arranging themselves in such a fashion that 
the Second Coming of Christ is imminent. Again, this 
claim has been made repeatedly for many, many years—
with no fulfillment forthcoming.

The term “Armageddon” occurs only once in the New 
Testament: “And they gathered them together to the 
place called in Hebrew, Armageddon” (Revelation 
16:16). In keeping with the literary genre of the book (i.e., 
apocalypse/a)ποκάλυψις, rendered “revelation” in vs. 1), 
the term is unquestionably used with figurative conno-
tations. The Holy Spirit capitalized on the meaning 
which this location possessed for those who would have 
been familiar with the Old Testament (as Asia Minor 
Christians would have been). In Hebrew, the term “Har-
mageddon” means “mountain (or hill) of Megiddo.” Was 
there a hill of Megiddo? Yes. In fact, Jews were only too 
familiar with this prominent battlefield and vicinity. 
Many bloody encounters stained the soil of this region. 
It was here that Deborah and Barak defeated Sisera 
(Judges 5:19). Gideon was victorious over the Midianites 
in this area (Judges 7). These positive accomplishments 
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were etched into the Israelite consciousness. But there 
were other, more vivid, images evoked by Megiddo, for 
it also served as a place where national tragedy had 
occurred. Ahaziah died there after being pierced by 
Jehu’s arrow (2 Kings 9:27). And it was there that good 
King Josiah perished tragically at the hands of Pharaoh 
Necho—causing great national mourning (2 Kings 
23:29; cf. 2 Chronicles 35:22-25; Zechariah 12:11).

With this long and checkered historical background, 
Megiddo came to occupy a place in the minds of believ-
ers similar to places which immediately bring to the 
American mind definite and strong impressions: the 
Alamo, Gettysburg, Pearl Harbor, Iwo Jima, 9-11 and 
the Twin Towers, etc. In keeping with the nature of 
apocalyptic imagery, this significance was then utilized 
by the Holy Spirit to convey to struggling, persecuted 
Christians of Asia Minor near the end of the first century 
the sure outcome of the conflict then being waged 
between the forces of evil (Satan and imperial Rome) 
and the forces of righteousness (God, Christ, and faithful 
saints who were enduring). These Christians were cer-
tainly in no need of assurance that some future global 
holocaust would occur which Christ would bring to an 
end 2,000+ years removed from their suffering. These 
Christians were in dire need of assurance that Christ 
would come to their aid soon. They needed 
encouragement to hang on, and to remain steadfast in 
the face of inhuman mistreatment. The symbol of 
Armageddon provided that assurance. Christians were 
given the solace that the outcome of the battle would 
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soon be realized. The enemies of God and His people 
would be punished and go down in defeat, while suf-
fering saints would soon be comforted. Thus “Armaged-
don” is purely symbolic and in no way relates to dispen-
sational dreams of a future world war centered in or 
emanating from northern Palestine.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. How many times does the word “Armageddon” 

occur in the New Testament. Cite the verse.
2. In keeping with the literary genre of the book of Rev-

elation, how is the term “Armageddon” unquestion-
ably used?

3. Cite 1 Old Testament verse where Megiddo is men-
tioned.

4. Name 1 location that conjures comparable strong 
impressions in the American mind.

5. By using this location, what did the Holy Spirit intend 
to convey to first-century persecuted Christians of 
Asia Minor?

6. Of what were those first century Christians not in 
need?

7. What solace and assurance were these first century 
Christians given by the symbol of Armageddon?
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Dispensationalism also insists that when Jesus returns 
(for a third time!) to terminate “Armageddon,” He will 
then usher in the “Millennium”—an alleged thou-
sand-year reign of Christ on Earth in which He will 
establish a literal, physical kingdom and rule from Jeru-
salem. The premiere passage used to assert this view is 
Revelation 20:1-6. Seven contextual indicators militate 
against a literal 1,000 years in these verses.

Seven Contextual Factors

1. “Must Happen Very Soon”

First, the events of the book of Revelation were to 
“shortly take place”—an expression that occurs near the 
beginning as well as near the end of the book (1:1; 22:6). 
The phrase (en tachei) occurs eight times in the New 
Testament. Tachei is from tachos which has two basic 
meanings according to the currently most recognized 
Greek lexicon.55

1. A very brief period of time, with focus on speed of 
an activity or event, speed, quickness, swiftness, 
haste…. —quickly, at once, without delay (Acts 10:33D; 
12:7; 17:15D; 22:18).

2. pert. to a relatively brief time subsequent to another 
point of time, e )n ta vxei as adverbial unit soon, in a short 
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time Luke 18:8; Rom. 16:20; 1 Tim. 3:14; Rev. 1:1; 22:6; 
shortly Acts 25:4.

Danker assigns the second meaning to Revelation 1:1 
and 22:6, i.e., “soon, in a short time.” But observe that 
both meanings share in common the fact that they envi-
sion a brief period of time. The first meaning differs 
from the second—not in the brief length of the time 
frame involved—but in the fact that the first meaning 
focuses more on the speed or rapidity of the event itself. 
Danker admits in his remarks concerning a derivative of 
tachos, i.e., tachus, that, concerning the first meaning, 
“it is not always possible to make a clear distinction 
between this meaning and the one in 2).”56 Regardless, 
a long period of time is not included in either meaning. 
Specifically in Revelation, Moffatt gives the meaning as 
“soon” and noted: “The keynote of the Apocalypse is 
the cheering assurance that upon God’s part there is no 
reluctance or delay; His people have not long to wait 
now.”57 A.T. Robertson observed: “[U]ndoubtedly the 
hopes of the early Christians looked for a speedy return 
of the Lord Jesus.”58 Likewise Alford, noting the meaning 
of “shortly” as “before long,” admitted:

The context, the repetition below, ὁ γὰρ καιρὸς ἐγγύς, 
[“for the time is near”—DM] and the parallel ch. xxii.6, 
followed ib. [in the same place, i.e., chapter 22:7—DM] 
by i)δοὺ ἔρχομαι ταχύ [“behold I am coming quickly”—
DM], fix this meaning here, as distinguished from the 
other of “swiftly,” which indeed would be hardly intel-
ligible with the historic aorist γενέσθαι [“to take place”—
DM].59
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In addition to Revelation 1:5 and 22:6, every other 
occurrence of the phrase in the New Testament con-
firms that a brief length of time is intended with the des-
ignated action occurring in the near future—and not 
merely the rapidity or swiftness with which the desig-
nated action occurs as some have suggested.

• Regarding those disciples who cry out to God night 
and day for His intervention, Jesus assured: “He will 
avenge them speedily (en tachei)” (Luke 18:8). What 
comfort would be afforded if Jesus intended to con-
vey the idea that relief may be long delayed—even 
for hundreds of years—but when it finally did come, 
it would come in a quick manner? Such a comfort-
ing promise of relief is meaningless and superfluous 
to the anguished recipient of the promise if it does 
not usher forth in a timely vindication.

• When Peter was asleep in prison, bound with two 
chains between two soldiers, an angel awakened 
him by striking him on the side and then instructed 
him to “arise quickly (en tachei)!” (Acts 12:7). 
Would Peter have understood the angel to mean 
that he could continue resting or sleeping for as long 
as he chose, just as long as when he finally did 
choose to get up, he came up off the prison floor 
with a rapid movement?

• On the occasion when Paul was being beaten by 
an angry mob in Jerusalem, and the garrison com-
mander rescued him, Paul received permission to 
address the crowd. After recounting his conversion, 
he explained how he returned to Jerusalem and was 
praying in the Temple when Jesus spoke to him: 
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“Now it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem 
and was praying in the temple, that I was in a trance 
and saw Him saying to me, ‘Make haste and get out 
of Jerusalem quickly (en tachei), for they will not 
receive your testimony concerning Me’” (Acts 
22:18). Would Paul have understood Jesus to mean 
that he could take his time departing Jerusalem—
even years—but that when he finally departed Jeru-
salem he should do so in a fast manner—perhaps 
by running rather than walking, or riding on a fast 
horse?

• When Festus insisted that Paul be detained in Cae-
sarea rather than be transferred to Jerusalem, since 
“he himself was going there shortly (en tachei)” 
(Acts 25:4), would anyone have understood Festus 
to mean that he intended to delay his visit to Cae-
sarea by years?

• When Paul wrote to Roman Christians, informing 
them that “the God of peace will crush Satan under 
your feet shortly (en tachei)” (16:20), did he mean 
“in the near future”? Or did he mean that God’s 
action on their behalf may not come for centuries 
or millennia, but nevertheless wanted them to be 
assured that when God finally did act, He would 
do so in a swift manner?

• Paul even used the phrase in contradistinction with 
being “delayed”: “These things I write to you, 
though I hope to come to you shortly (en tachei); 
but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know 
how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of 
God, which is the church of the living God, the pil-
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lar and ground of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:14-15).60 
Paul used the word “delayed” in contradistinction 
to “shortly.” Shortly, therefore, means “without 
delay,” i.e., immediately, right away, in a short time.

A summary of the lexical data may be seen in Figure 9 
on pp. 74-75.

Observe that the two meanings are so closely con-
nected that the nuance of “quick, rapid, swift, speedy, 
in haste” cannot easily be separated from the more cen-
tral meaning of “in the near future, without delay, at 
once, soon, in a short time, right away, imminent.” The 
two concepts essentially fuse together in actual usage. 
The notions of “rapidity” and “soon” blend as insepara-
ble. Their difference is not in the length of time that tran-
spires. Both involve a very brief extent of time and 
occur soon. They differ in that one is distinguished by a 
manner of marked rapidity and swiftness. After all, if 
you are going to go somewhere “quickly,” that is, soon 
and right away, then you will also likely go swiftly. The 
use of the expression en tachei in the New Testament 
does not envision an interval of hundreds or thousands 
of years—as maintained by premillennialists.

The bulk of English translations have correctly cap-
tured the drift of the expression. Examine Figure 10 on 
p. 76 and see the English Translation Abbreviations chart 
on p. 167. No unbiased person reading these translations 
would get the idea that the things that were to be done 
would not be done for centuries or millennia. Whatever 
time lag would transpire between the writing of the Rev-
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e)n tavxei (tavxoς) (Revelation 1:1) — Possible Lengths of Time to Fulfillment

VERSE
LITTLE or 
NO TIME/

IMMEDIATE
DAYS WEEKS MONTHS

A FEW 
YEARS

100s 
of 

YEARS

1,000s of 
YEARS

Acts 10:33D
“So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come.” ✔ X X X X X X

Acts 12:7
“Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone  

in the prison; and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying,  
‘Arise quickly!’”

✔ X X X X X X

Acts 17:15D
“So those who conducted Paul brought him to Athens; and receiving a com-
mand for Silas and Timothy to come to him with all speed, they departed.”

✔ ✔ ✔ ? ? X X

Acts 22:18
“…and saw Him saying to me, ‘Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, 

for they will not receive your testimony concerning Me.’”
✔ ? X X X X X

Luke 18:8
“And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, 

though He bears long with them? I tell you that He will  
avenge them speedily.”

✔ ✔ ✔ ? ? X X

Romans 16:20
“And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly.” ✔ ✔ ✔ ? X X X

1 Timothy 3:14
“These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly.” ✔ ✔ ✔ ? X X X

Revelation 1:1
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—

things which must shortly take place.”
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ X X

Revelation 22:6
“And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants 

the things which must shortly take place.”
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ X X

Acts 25:4
“Festus answered that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself 

was going there shortly.”
✔ ✔ ✔ ? X X X

✔ =  POSSIBLE
X  =  NOT POSSIBLE

“D” = Codex Bezae

Figure 9
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e)n tavxei (tavxoς) (Revelation 1:1) — Possible Lengths of Time to Fulfillment

VERSE
LITTLE or 
NO TIME/

IMMEDIATE
DAYS WEEKS MONTHS

A FEW 
YEARS

100s 
of 

YEARS

1,000s of 
YEARS

Acts 10:33D
“So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come.” ✔ X X X X X X

Acts 12:7
“Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone  

in the prison; and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying,  
‘Arise quickly!’”

✔ X X X X X X

Acts 17:15D
“So those who conducted Paul brought him to Athens; and receiving a com-
mand for Silas and Timothy to come to him with all speed, they departed.”

✔ ✔ ✔ ? ? X X

Acts 22:18
“…and saw Him saying to me, ‘Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, 

for they will not receive your testimony concerning Me.’”
✔ ? X X X X X

Luke 18:8
“And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, 

though He bears long with them? I tell you that He will  
avenge them speedily.”

✔ ✔ ✔ ? ? X X

Romans 16:20
“And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly.” ✔ ✔ ✔ ? X X X

1 Timothy 3:14
“These things I write to you, though I hope to come to you shortly.” ✔ ✔ ✔ ? X X X

Revelation 1:1
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—

things which must shortly take place.”
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ X X

Revelation 22:6
“And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants 

the things which must shortly take place.”
✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ X X

Acts 25:4
“Festus answered that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself 

was going there shortly.”
✔ ✔ ✔ ? X X X

Figure 9



The End Times76

elation and its promised relief to the recipients would 
be understood to be brief. 

The Holy Spirit’s selection of the phrase en tachei was 
deliberate and necessary given the circumstances that 
oppressed, persecuted Christians were enduring in Asia 
Minor. They were being exterminated! They felt the 
Cause of Christ was being trampled underfoot (cf. 11:8). 
They were feeling the full force of the government’s con-
certed, well-organized campaign to enforce the State 

English Translation Renderings of Revelation 1:1

KJV/ASV
“to shew...things which must shortly come to 
pass.”

NASB
“to shew...things which must shortly take 
place.”

NASB/
MOUNCE

“to show...the things which must soon take 
place.”

RSV/NRSV/
NIV/ESV

“to show...what must soon take place.”

ISV/NABRE “to show...the things that must happen soon.”

NCV “to show...what must soon happen.”

CJB “show...what must happen very soon.”

Phillips “show...what must very soon take place.”

1599 GNV “to show...things which must shortly be done.”

YLT
“to shew...what things it behoveth to come to 
pass quickly.”

OJB
“to show the things which are destined to take 
place, and speedily.”

Figure 10
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religion and mandate submissive participation by all 
rivals. They needed reassurance that relief would soon 
arrive. As Moffatt rightly observed regarding the phrase 
en tachei: “This is the hinge and staple of the book. 
When the advent of Jesus is hailed as a relief, it is no 
consolation to say that the relief will come suddenly; 
sudden or not, it must come soon (x.7), if it is to be of 
any service.”61

2. “The Time Is Near”

A second contextual indicator within Revelation itself 
is the dual occurrence of the phrase: “for the time is 
near” (1:3; 22:10). The word for “near” (eggus) refers to 
“being close in point of time,” “close at hand,” “things 
imminent and soon to come to pass.”62 Such a reference 
would necessarily pertain to the first century—not 
the twenty-first. Two or three thousand years would be 
too late for the desperate Christians of Asia Minor.63 
Those who get caught up in “millennium mania” seem 
oblivious to the fact that the book was written to an orig-
inal, immediate audience. Revelation was, in fact, writ-
ten to the seven churches of Christ situated in Asia Minor 
(1:4). All seven are even named (1:11).64 If the book was 
written to them, and if it was their spiritual condition 
that was the concern of the book, millenarians are 
incorrect in their contention that the book is devoted 
primarily, if not exclusively, to predictions of the end 
times. Though the Old Testament prophets predicted 
distant, future events on occasion, their primary mes-
sage was relevant to their immediate audience. Dispen-
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sationalists have trouble finding in Revelation a relevant 
message for a first-century audience.

3. “Tribulation” and “Kingdom” Already Present

Third, what are we to make of John’s remark to those 
first-century Christians? “I, John, both your brother and 
companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience 
of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos 
for the word of God and for the testimony of Jesus 
Christ” (1:9). The apostle John recognized their need and 
identified himself as their “companion” in the terrible 
“tribulation” they were then enduring (1:9). Not only 
was this tribulation going on at that time, but John 
further referred to himself and his readers as being in 
the kingdom at that time (1:9). Thus, Christ’s kingdom 
was already set up, in existence on Earth, and in full 
operating mode. Indeed, both John the baptizer and 
Jesus preached forthrightly the same sermon, i.e., that 
“the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Matthew 3:2; 
4:17).65 Hence, it was imminent while they were on 
Earth—and materialized in Acts 2 shortly after their 
deaths.

The word rendered “tribulation” in John’s remark is 
the same word that is used three times by Jesus in His 
anticipation of the imminent A.D. 70 destruction of Jeru-
salem in Matthew 24:

• “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and 
kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My 
name’s sake” (vs. 9).
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• “For then there will be great tribulation, such as has 
not been since the beginning of the world until this 
time, no, nor ever shall be” (vs. 21).

• “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the 
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give 
its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the pow-
ers of the heavens will be shaken” (vs. 29).

It is used five times in the Revelation. The other four 
occurrences are:

• Referring to the Church of Christ in Smyrna, Jesus 
said: “I know your works, tribulation, and poverty” 
(2:9), and He warned them: “Indeed, the devil is 
about to throw some of you into prison, that you 
may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten 
days” (2:10).

• In His remarks to the church at Thyatira, Jesus 
threatened the woman Jezebel: “Indeed I will cast 
her into a sickbed, and those who commit adultery 
with her into great tribulation, unless they repent 
of their deeds” (2:22).

• Referring to those arrayed in white robes, one of the 
elders explained: “These are the ones who come 
out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” 
(7:14).

The word refers to “trouble that inflicts distress” includ-
ing “oppression, affliction, tribulation.”66 If the book of 
Revelation refers to events that will allegedly transpire 
during a speculated future Tribulation, why did John 
insist—2,000 years ago—that he was a current, contem-
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poraneous companion in the tribulation (1:9) together 
with the first-century recipients of the book of Revela-
tion?

4. “Do Not Seal the Book!”

Fourth, there is the statement of the angel to John: 
“Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book” 
(Revelation 22:10). What did the angel mean? What he 
meant becomes apparent when one reflects upon the 
fact that Daniel was told to do the exact opposite of 
what John was told to do. After receiving a remarkable 
series of detailed prophecies (also couched in apoca-
lyptic imagery), Daniel was told to “shut up the words, 
and seal the book until the time of the end” (Daniel 
12:4). Furthermore, he was instructed: “Go your way, 
Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the 
time of the end” (vs. 9). The reason Daniel was told to 
seal the book was because the fulfillment of the 
prophecies that had been revealed to him was hundreds 
of years into the future—far from his own day. The pre-
dictions, therefore, would be of no immediate value to 
the initial recipients of the book. The book could be 
closed and placed on the shelf until those who would 
be living at the time of their fulfillment could appreciate 
the relevance of its predictions. In stark contrast, John 
was ordered: “Do not seal the words of the prophecy 
of this book” (22:10). Why? The text answers: “for the 
time is at hand”! These words can hold no other mean-
ing than that the bulk of Revelation was fulfilled in close 
proximity to the time it was written—2,000 years ago.
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5. “Quickly”

Fifth, this conclusion is further buttressed by Jesus’ 
triple declaration in the Revelation of the time frame of 
His coming to the aid of the persecuted people of God. 
Thrice He announces His imminent intention:

• “Behold, I am coming quickly!” (Revelation 22:7). 

• “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward 
is with Me, to give to every one according to his 
work” (Revelation 22:12). 

• “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am 
coming quickly.’ Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!” 
(Revelation 22:20).

In the context of the book, such references do not refer 
to the Second Coming at the end of time. Rather, in 
keeping with Old Testament apocalyptic language (as 
noted earlier), they refer to the coming of God in judg-
ment on nations in time/history. The word rendered 
“quickly” in all three of these verses is from a derivative 
of tachos discussed earlier. This derivative (ταχύ), which 
has essentially the same two meanings as tachos, is 
defined in its usage in these three verses as “without 
delay, quickly, at once.”67 If one is concerned about 
remaining sensitive to context, it becomes virtually over-
whelming to realize that the Holy Spirit seemed to go 
out of His way to insulate the meaning and application 
of the message of the Revelation from the misapplica-
tion which characterizes the premillennialist. In the con-
clusion of the book, He stipulates the time frame of the 
bulk of the contents of the book by delineating four 
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time-indicators: (1) “shortly take place” (vs. 6), (2) 
“quickly” (vs. 7), (3) “the time is at hand” (vs. 10), and 
(4) He repeats “quickly” two more times (vss. 12,20).

6. “Must Happen Soon”

Sixth, consider the use of the impersonal verb “must”: 
“things which must shortly take place” (1:1). Baptist 
Greek grammarian Ray Summers explained:

The verb translated “it is necessary” or “must” indi-
cates that a moral necessity is involved; the nature 
of the case is such that the things revealed 
here must come to pass shortly…. The things 
revealed here must happen shortly, or the cause 
will be lost…. They were in need of assurance of 
help in the immediate present—not in some mil-
lennium of the distant and uncertain future.68

Indeed, the downtrodden, persecuted Christians of Asia 
Minor needed assistance right away. The dispensational 
framework would rob those first-century saints of the 
very comfort and reassurance they so desperately 
needed, deserved—and received.

7. “Signified”

Seventh, note the use of the term “signified”: “And He 
sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John” 
(1:1).69 This term (seimaino), as is evident from the English 
translation, means “to show by signs.”70 Hence, A.T. 
Robertson observed that “semaino…suits admirably the 
symbolic character of the book.”71 The term, along with 
the Greek word translated “revelation” (apocalupsis), 
introduces the nature of this book. The book of Revela-
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tion reveals or unveils God’s message through signs or 
symbols. Placing a literal interpretation on the numbers, 
animals, objects, colors, and locations of Revelation—
as dispensationalists routinely try to do—does violence 
to the true intent of the book. The Revelation declares 
itself to be a book of signs, filled with figurative language 
and exaggeration, and not intended to be taken literally. 
In fact, as Swete observed, Revelation “shares with other 
apocalyptic writings a partiality for symbolical imagery 
and the symbolical use of numbers,” “the frequent 
recurrence of numbers which appear to carry with them 
a certain symbolical meaning.”72 A genuine recognition 
of this self-declared feature of the book excludes a lit-
eral interpretation of the number 1,000.

Immediate Context

In addition to these preliminary contextual details, 
chapter 20 contains specific features that assist the inter-
preter in pinpointing the meaning of the symbol of a 
“thousand-year reign.” It is surely noteworthy that in the 
entire Bible, the only allusion to a so-called thou-
sand-year reign is Revelation 20:4,6—a fact that is con-
ceded even by dispensationalists.73 Yet an entire belief 
system has been built upon such scanty evidence. An 
examination of the setting and context yields surprising 
results. For example, a simple reading of the immediate 
context reveals that the theme of Revelation 20 is not 
“the thousand-year reign of Christ.” Rather, it is “victory 
over Satan.” Each of the symbols presents concepts that, 
when put together, relieve the fears of oppressed Chris-
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tians regarding their harassed predicament. The key, 
abyss, and chain (vs. 1) are apocalyptic symbols for the 
effective limitation or containment of Satan in his ability 
to deceive the nations in the specific matter of emperor 
worship enforced by the government.74 The symbol of 
1,000 years (vss. 2-7) is a high multiple of ten, represent-
ing ultimate completeness.75 John’s readers thus could 
know that the devil was to be completely restrained 
from deceiving the nations into worshipping the 
emperor. The 1,000 years symbolized the extended tri-
umph of God’s kingdom on Earth over the devil who 
was then operating through the persecuting powers of 
Rome. A thousand symbolic years of victory would 
lessen suffering in the minds of persecuted Christians, 
giving them renewed hope and courage.

“Loosing for a little season” (vs. 3) likely represented 
the revival of persecution under later emperors like 
Aurelius, Diocletian, and Julian the Apostate. “Thrones” 
(vs. 4) represented the victorious power of the oppressed. 
The persecuted saints were pictured on thrones judging 
because of the victory of their cause. “Souls” (vs. 4)—
not resurrected bodies, but disembodied souls—repre-
sent those who were martyrs of the Domitianic76 perse-
cution. Their refusal to “receive the mark” meant they 
refused to worship Caesar or to manifest those marks 
that would identify them as officially sanctioned adher-
ents of the false state religion of emperor worship. The 
“first resurrection” (vs. 5) referred to the triumphant res-
urrection of the cause for which the Christians of 20:4 
had lived and died. Gog and Magog were symbolic of 
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the enemies of God and Christ—imagery drawn from 
Ezekiel 38 and 39. The “beloved city” (vs. 9) is spiri-
tual Israel, the church (John 4:20-21; Galatians 6:16). 
Figure 11 provides a summary of the meaning of these 
symbols. 

Some allowance may be granted in the interpretation 
of these highly figurative symbols without doing damage 
to other Bible doctrines or reflecting adversely upon the 
Gospel system and the broader will of Deity. However, 
the 1,000 years must not be perceived as a yet-future 
period. There is simply no biblical support for doing so. 
The figure represents an important concept for those to 
whom it was first directed. It has meaning for people 
living today only in that context. There will be no 1,000-
year reign of Jesus Christ on Earth.

The Symbols of Revelation 20:1-7

Key/abyss/chain Satan contained

1,000 years Complete restraint

Loosing Persecution revives

Thrones Saints victorious

Souls Martyrs

Mark of the beast Refusal of worship

First resurrection Cause resurrected

God/Magog Enemies of God

City Christ’s Church

Figure 11
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REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. What phrase (in the NKJV) is used near the beginning 

and near the end of Revelation that clarifies the time 
frame of the book? Cite both verses.

2. What are the 2 basic meanings of the underlying 
Greek words en tachei (as given in italics by Danker)?

3. What do both meanings share in common?
4. What does an examination of every other occur-

rence of the phrase in the New Testament confirm? 
Cite 2 verses where the phrase is used outside of 
Revelation.

5. In actual usage, what do the two meanings/concepts 
essentially do?

6. What does the New Testament’s use of the expres-
sion en tachei not envision?

7. What would the original recipients of Revelation 
have understood regarding whatever time lag would 
transpire between the writing of Revelation and its 
promised relief?

8. Why was the Holy Spirit’s selection of the phrase en 
tachei deliberate and necessary?

9. What reassurance did these Christians need?
10. What is the meaning of the word translated “near” 

in Revelation? Cite the 2 verses.
11. To what do those who are caught up in dispensa-

tionalism seem oblivious?
12. To whom was the book of Revelation written? Cite 

the verses.
13. What do dispensationalists have trouble finding in 

Revelation?
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14. What 2 things did John claim were already in exis-
tence and that he, himself, was in? Cite the verse.

15. What did both John the baptizer and Jesus preach 
regarding the kingdom? Cite the verses.

16. What did the angel instruct John not to do with the 
book of Revelation? Cite the verse.

17. In stark contrast with what John was told, what was 
Daniel told to do? Cite the verse.

18. Why was Daniel told to seal the book?
19. Why was John told not to seal the Revelation?
20. What word did Jesus use 3 times in the last chapter 

of Revelation that further clarifies the time frame of 
the book? How is the word defined?

21. What did the Holy Spirit seem to go out of His way 
to do?

22. In the conclusion of Revelation, what 4 time-indica-
tors does the Holy Spirit stipulate?

23. Regarding the meaning of “must” in Revelation 1:1, 
what does grammarian Summers say the word indi-
cates is the nature of the case?

24. Of what would the dispensational framework rob 
the first-century saints?

25. What does the word “signified” mean? Cite the 
verse.

26. How does the book of Revelation reveal or unveil 
God’s message?

27. What violence to the book of Revelation does the 
dispensational viewpoint do?

28. What does the book of Revelation declare itself to 
be?
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29. Where in all the Bible is the only allusion to a thou-
sand-year reign?

30. Contrast the actual theme of Revelation 20 with the 
dispensational focus of the passage.

31. What, specifically, was Satan to be restrained from 
doing?

32. Explain the symbolism of 1,000 years.
33. What would a thousand symbolic years of victory 

do for persecuted Christians?
34. Who did the disembodied souls represent?
35. What did refusal to “receive the mark” symbolize?
36. What does the “beloved city” symbolize?
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Dispensationalists further claim that the kingdom is 
yet future, and that Jesus is not reigning now, but will 
commence His reign in His kingdom when He returns 
in the future to establish that kingdom in Jerusalem and 
reign for a thousand years. However, several passages 
cannot be harmonized with such a view.

The Kingdom Exists Now

First, the Bible teaches that the kingdom exists now 
and has existed since A.D. 30. While Jesus was on Earth, 
He went to Galilee, “preaching the gospel of the king-
dom of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the 
gospel’” (Mark 1:14-15). [Recall the previous discussion 
of “near” on p. 77.] He also stated that “there are some 
standing here who will not taste death till they see the 
kingdom of God present with power” (Mark 9:1).77 To 
insist that the kingdom is yet to be established is to fail 
to recognize that the Bible plainly declares that the king-
dom already exists on Earth. Many Old Testament pre-
dictions testify to this fact. Consider a few:

Isaiah 2

In the eighth century B.C., the marvelous Messianic 
prophet Isaiah prophesied to the Judeans living in Pal-
estine concerning the coming of Christ and the Christian 

Is the Kingdom Yet to Be Established?

Chapter 6
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Era. His inspired utterances included this earthshaking 
announcement:

Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the 
mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established on 
the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above 
the hills; and all nations shall flow to it. Many people 
shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; He will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in 
His paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and 
the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge 
between the nations, and rebuke many people; They 
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. O 
house of Jacob, come and let us walk in the light of the 
LORD (Isaiah 2:2-5).

Isaiah predicts four salient features of the redemptive 
scheme pertaining to the church: (1) the Lord’s house 
would be established; (2) it would be composed of peo-
ple from all nations; (3) the law/word of the Lord would 
go forth from Jerusalem; and (4) all of this would occur 
in “the latter days.” This incredible prediction com-
menced to be fulfilled on the day of Pentecost reported 
by Luke in Acts 2.

In his quotation of Joel 2:28, Peter flagged the fact that 
what was transpiring on that day was previously pre-
dicted by the prophet Joel, to whom Peter attributes the 
temporal identification of the momentous occasion as 
“the last days” (vs. 17).78 It becomes clear as well that on 
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that occasion the apostles were bringing to fruition Jesus’ 
predictions when He said, “I will build my church” (Mat-
thew 16:18) and “Assuredly, I say to you that there are 
some standing here who will not taste death till they see 
the kingdom of God present with power” (Mark 9:1). 
While some translations79 use the phrase “to the church” 
in Acts 2:47, the underlying Greek text involves a textual 
variant. Nevertheless, the alternate reading uses an 
equivalent technical phrase that refers to the group of 
Christians who constitute the body, the church.80 Paul’s 
first letter to Timothy further clarifies and sinches what 
entity was established on this occasion when he alludes 
to “the house of God, which is the church of the living 
God” (1 Timothy 3:15). Examine Figure 12. 

Hence, Isaiah’s allusion to the establishment of the 
house of God refers specifically to the commencement 
of the church’s existence on Earth beginning in Acts 2. 
But, as just noted, Mark 1:14-15 and Mark 9:1 make clear 

“House of God” = “Kingdom” = “Church”

Isaiah 2:2-3 LORD’S HOUSE/House of God established

Mark 1:14-15 KINGDOM of God is at hand

Mark 9:1 KINGDOM to come while apostles alive

Acts 2:47 added to the CHURCH

1 Timothy 3:15 HOUSE OF GOD which is the CHURCH

Figure 12
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that it was the kingdom of God that was about to be 
established on Earth. One is, again, driven to the con-
clusion that the church and kingdom are one and the 
same institution and came into visible existence on the 
day of Pentecost.81

Isaiah 9

Another plain Old Testament anticipation of this same 
kingdom is seen in Isaiah’s prediction of the First Com-
ing of Christ:

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; And 
the government will be upon His shoulder. And His 
name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of His government and peace there will be no 
end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, 
to order it and establish it with judgment and justice 
from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will perform this (Isaiah 9:6-7).

Observe that the “Child” is an unmistakable allusion to 
Jesus arriving on the planet. The prophecy envisions 
Him establishing His kingdom, and reigning on the 
throne of that kingdom “from that time forward.” The 
New Testament makes abundantly clear the fact that at 
His ascension, Jesus assumed the throne82 and com-
menced to reign over His kingdom beginning in Acts 2. 
Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost verified this very 
fact in his use of kingdom terminology:

• “He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne” 
(vs. 30)
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• “Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God” 
(vs. 33)

• “Sit at My right hand” (vs. 34)

It is self-evident that Jesus assumed the throne upon His 
ascension and has been reigning over His kingdom ever 
since.

Daniel 2

Consider also the dream that the pagan Babylonian 
monarch Nebuchadnezzar experienced, the meaning 
of which was subsequently revealed by God to Daniel. 
The dream delineated four successive world kingdoms: 
the Babylonians, the Persians (in league with the Medes), 
the Greeks, and finally culminating with the Romans. 
Daniel declared (regarding the fourth kingdom): “And in 
the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the king-
dom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in 
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall 
stand forever” (Daniel 2:44). This kingdom was none 
other than the church of Christ that Jesus established in 
Acts 2. 

Daniel 7

Yet another prediction from the Old Testament is seen 
in the report of Daniel’s vision. Look closely at a portion 
of the account of this vision:

I was watching in the night visions, and behold, One 
like the Son of Man, coming with the clouds of heaven! 
He came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought Him 
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near before Him. Then to Him was given dominion and 
glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and lan-
guages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlast-
ing dominion, which shall not pass away, and His king-
dom the one which shall not be destroyed (Daniel 7:13-
14).

Reminiscent of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter two 
of Daniel, observe that Daniel’s own vision depicted 
Jesus passing through the clouds—not to return to the 
Earth—but to approach the Ancient of Days where He 
is given a kingdom that will not be destroyed (cf. 
Hebrews 12:28). As noted earlier, this vision is an unmis-
takable allusion to what occurred at the ascension of Christ 
described in Acts 1:9-11 and by Peter in Acts 2:30-33.

In addition to Old Testament anticipations of the king-
dom in existence on Earth, the New Testament indicates 
her83 presence as well.

Matthew 6:33

Much of Jesus’ earthly teaching was intended to be 
preparatory kingdom instruction. For example, Jesus 
explained how Christians are to handle interpersonal 
infractions that, if not resolved by the parties involved, 
were to be taken “to the church” (Matthew 18:15-17). In 
His great “Sermon on the Mount,” Jesus admonished 
His disciples not to worry about acquiring life’s neces-
sities since God is well aware of our needs. In contrast 
to such a worrisome, self-preoccupied lifestyle, He then 
articulated this critical principle: “But seek first the king-
dom of God and His righteousness, and all these things 
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shall be added to you.” To what “kingdom” was Jesus 
referring? He had just provided a model prayer for them 
to consider in their own prayer life—which included an 
anticipation of the kingdom which was imminent. The 
rest of the instruction Jesus gave on that occasion per-
tains to life in the kingdom, i.e., how to live the Christian 
life as members of Christ’s Church. To “seek first the 
kingdom” means to seek first the Lord’s Church—the 
very institution that God intended from eternity to serve 
as the receptacle of the saved from its inception (Acts 
2) to the end of time on Earth. The rest of the directives 
that Jesus intended to provide direction for Christians as 
members of His Church are detailed throughout the rest 
of the New Testament. The New Testament epistles 
describe proper conduct in the kingdom which is the 
Church.

Matthew 19:28

Immediately on the heels of Jesus’ encounter with the 
rich young ruler who, due to his unwillingness to part 
with possessions, “went away sorrowful,” Jesus 
instructed His disciples about the significance of the 
incident:

Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you 
that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of God.” When His disciples 
heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who 
then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said 
to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all 
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things are possible.” Then Peter answered and said to 
Him, “See, we have left all and followed You. Therefore 
what shall we have?” So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly 
I say to you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of 
Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have fol-
lowed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife 
or children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive 
a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life. But many who 
are first will be last, and the last first” (Matthew 19:23-
30).

To what was Jesus referring when He used the term 
“regeneration”? And when would He “sit on the throne 
of His glory,” and when would the apostles “sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel”? The 
word rendered in some English translations “regenera-
tion”84 is also rendered variously “renewal,”85 “age to 
come,”86 “new world,”87 and even “new birth.”88 The 
underlying Greek word means “renewal” and “rebirth,”89 
“a new birth; regeneration, renovation.”90 It is used in 
Titus 3:5 in the phrase “the washing of regeneration” to 
refer to the new birth at baptism.91 So what did Jesus 
mean?

Jesus was not referring to a future millennial kingdom 
on Earth as per the dispensational premillennialists. 
Rather, He was referring to the Christian Era that would 
terminate Judaism as a viable approach to God and 
bring into reality the kingdom/church that Jesus pre-
dicted He would establish (Matthew 16:18-19). He 
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accomplished this spectacular feat on the day of Pente-
cost via His apostles who were specifically assigned the 
task of launching the Church and spreading the Gospel 
worldwide (Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 
24:46-48). Unlike the rich young ruler, the apostles had 
left all to follow Jesus (Matthew 4:19-20). The process of 
regenerating humans via the Gospel commenced on 
Pentecost in Acts 2 and will continue until Jesus returns. 
Throughout this process, He is seated on His throne in 
heaven (Acts 2:33-35; 1 Corinthians 15:24-25)—the 
same judgment seat before which all human beings will 
one day stand on the Day of Judgment (Romans 14:10; 
2 Corinthians 5:10).

But if the “regeneration” is transpiring now, in what 
way are the apostles seated on thrones judging Israel—
which is stated by Jesus to be contemporaneous with 
Him being seated on His throne? The apostolic role was 
intended by God to be the means by which Jesus could 
establish and nurture His church,92 as Paul explained to 
the Corinthians: “God…has committed to us [apostles] 
the word of reconciliation. Now then, we [apostles] are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading 
through us” (2 Corinthians 5:19-20). When the Church 
of Christ was launched on Earth in A.D. 30, Luke informs 
us that those first converts on Pentecost “continued 
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in 
the breaking of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). But 
the doctrine did not originate with the apostles—any-
more than the Law of Moses came from the mind of 
Moses. Both came from God. The “apostles’ doctrine” 
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was, in fact, Christ’s doctrine. Hence, the apostles were 
in a comparable position as Moses, i.e., the designated 
emissaries through whom Jesus enacted the “new cov-
enant” (Luke 22:20; Hebrews 9:15).

Therefore, Jesus’ allusion to the apostles sitting on 
thrones and judging was a vivid, figurative way to refer 
to the vital role played by the apostles in launching the 
kingdom, announcing Spirit-inspired decisions (Acts 6:2-
6; 15:22; cf. John 13-17 where Jesus issued directives 
specifically intended for the apostolic role). They acted 
as judges in the early Church—so much so that the 
Church—“the household of God”—is said to have 
“been built on the foundation of the apostles and proph-
ets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone” 
(Ephesians 2:20). Their preaching and teaching served 
as a prominent vehicle through which they judged their 
fellowman—both in and out of the Church (Matthew 
16:19; 1 Corinthians 2:4; 14:37; 2 Thessalonians 3:14). 
Even now, the apostles continue to judge via the inspired 
writings they left to the world (2 Peter 3:15-16). Indeed, 
when Jesus noted that His judging is done through the 
words that He uttered (John 12:47-48), He verified the 
principle that His inspired spokesmen would do the 
same.

But in what way would the apostles judge “the twelve 
tribes of Israel”? The fact is that the New Testament 
plainly teaches that under the Christian Era, “he is not a 
Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that 
which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one 
inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the 
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Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but 
from God” (Romans 2:28-29). The Church of Christ is 
emphatically declared to be “the Israel of God” (Gala-
tians 6:16). Hence, Jesus was speaking metaphorically. 
The kingdom over which He is now reigning, and the 
tribes that the apostles are now judging, is that Church.

Luke 7:27-28

Both Isaiah and Malachi predicted the coming of John 
the baptizer whose stated purpose was to prepare the 
way for Christ (Isaiah 40:3; Malachi 3:1). Here is Luke’s 
comment on this prediction:

This is he of whom it is written: “Behold, I send My 
messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way 
before You.” For I say to you, among those born of 
women there is not a greater prophet than John the 
Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he (Luke 7:27-28).

Luke was not saying that John would be viewed as not 
being as great as those who would be living when Jesus 
established a so-called millennial reign on Earth 2,000 
years in the future. He was foreshadowing that the king-
dom was on the verge of being established and that, as 
great as John was in his role of calling Judeans’ attention 
to the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world” (John 1:29), he did not live to see or enter the 
kingdom established within three years on Pentecost 
(Acts 2). What’s more, in fulfilling His divinely assigned 
role, John’s preaching included this core concept and 
central declaration: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
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is at hand!” (Matthew 3:2)—the same sermon preached 
by Christ (Matthew 4:17). Neither were referring to 
heaven itself; nor were they referring to an alleged mil-
lennial kingdom on Earth. Both were speaking of the 
imminent establishment of the Church of Christ.

John 3:5

As a matter of fact, while Jesus was on Earth, He fre-
quently spoke of the kingdom as if she was already in 
existence, since she was, indeed, imminent and He was 
imparting instructions that would come into effect soon 
after His departure from the Earth. One example of this 
modus operandi was His conversation with the Pharisee 
Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. Coming to Jesus at night, Nicodemus forth-
rightly stated: “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher 
come from God; for no one can do these signs that You 
do unless God is with him” (John 3:2). No doubt 
prompted by Nicodemus’ commendable logical prow-
ess, Jesus “cut to the chase” and declared, “Most assur-
edly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God” (vs. 3). 

The new birth was mandatory for entrance into the 
church, as frequently reiterated throughout the New Tes-
tament.93 On this occasion, Jesus anticipated the essen-
tiality of water immersion to the Christian Faith by 
authoritatively declaring the only entranceway into the 
kingdom: “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is 
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the king-
dom of God” (John 3:5). “Water” clearly refers to H2O. 
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See, for example, in the same context: “John also was 
baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much 
water there” (vs. 23). And consider also Phillip’s (who 
“preached the good news of the kingdom”—Acts 8:12) 
involvement in the eunuch’s conversion, which is char-
acterized by a close connection to water: “Now as they 
went down the road, they came to some water. And the 
eunuch said, ‘See, here is water. What hinders me from 
being baptized?’” (Acts 8:36). Two verses later, “both 
Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and 
he baptized him. Now when they came up out of the 
water…” (Acts 8:38-39). And, further, when Peter clari-
fied for those in attendance that the Gentiles had a right 
to be incorporated into the kingdom just like the Jews, 
he announced: “‘Can anyone forbid water, that these 
should not be baptized who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?’ And he commanded them to be 
baptized in the name of the Lord” (Acts 10:47-48). Com-
pare these allusions to the necessity of entering the king-
dom with Paul’s declaration to the Corinthians: “For by 
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body” (I Cor-
inthians 12:13). The “body” to which Paul referred was 
none other than the Church (Ephesians 1:22-23; Colos-
sians 1:18). We conclude, then, that precisely the same 
procedure that Jesus insisted was prerequisite to entering 
“the kingdom of God” was the very same procedure 
that is necessary to enter the Church of Christ. Hence, 
the Church on Earth is the kingdom. Figure 13 on p. 104 
illustrates this truth.94
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Colossians 1:13

 In his letter to the members of the church of Christ 
at Colossae, Paul described their blessed status as New 
Testament Christians, itemizing features of Christianity 
that he did not cease to pray for in their behalf. Notice 
the listing:

…that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will 
in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may 
have a walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, 

The Kingdom = The Church

John 3:5 SPIRIT WATER KINGDOM

1 Cor. 12:13 SPIRIT BAPTIZED BODY

Eph. 5:26 WORD
WASHING  
OF WATER

CHURCH

Titus 3:5 HOLY SPIRIT
WASHING  
OF REGEN. SAVED

The Holy Spirit 
authored the 
Gospel; He 

“begets” and 
“renews” us by 
this preached 

Word. 

The Gospel 
generates 

penitent faith 
that leads to 
immersion in 

water. 

We are now 
saved, citizens 

of the king-
dom, and 

members of 
Christ’s body 
the Church.

Figure 13
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being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; strengthened with all might, accord-
ing to His glorious power, for all patience and longsuf-
fering with joy; giving thanks to the Father who has 
qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in the light. He has delivered us from the power 
of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the 
Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of sins (Colossians 1:9-14).

After listing the blessings bestowed upon the Christian, 
Paul plainly declared that the Colossians had been 
removed from the lost condition of being under the 
influence of spiritual darkness and transferred into the 
kingdom of Christ. Why would Paul inform the Colos-
sian Christians that they had been conveyed into the 
kingdom of Christ—if the kingdom of Christ was yet to 
be established two millennia into the future? The Colos-
sians were not incorporated into two separate and dis-
tinct institutions; rather, the “kingdom” and the “church” 
were one and the same. Obviously, sometime between 
Jesus’ prayer for the kingdom to come (Matthew 6:10) 
and the Colossians’ transferal into that kingdom, the 
kingdom had to have been established—which it was 
in Acts 2.

Hebrews 12:28

In keeping with the overall theme of Christ and the 
new covenant being “better” than the old covenant, the 
author of Hebrews contrasted the Israelites’ ominous 
encounter at Mt. Sinai with the Christian’s encounter 
with the kingdom of Christ on Earth:
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But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumer-
able company of angels, to the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, 
to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made 
perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and 
to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than 
that of Abel (Hebrews 12:22-24).

Observe the series of parallel expressions in Figure 14:

The left column lines up the parallel expressions in 
verses 22-24 that refer to the Church of Christ presently 
on Earth. The right column accentuates various features 
of New Testament religion that pertain to the practice 
of Christianity—also presently on Earth. Observe how 
verse 28 summarizes the writer’s object of consideration: 
“Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom 
that cannot be shaken,95 and thus let us offer to God 

Hebrews 12:22-24,28

THE CHURCH ON EARTH FEATURES OF NT RELIGION

Mount Zion Angels

City of the living God God the Judge

Heavenly Jerusalem Spirits of just men

Church of the firstborn Jesus the Mediator

Kingdom Blood of Sprinkling

Figure 14
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acceptable worship, with reverence and awe” (RSV). The 
“kingdom” that Christians had received was nothing 
other than the Church which Jesus built on the day of 
Pentecost in Acts 2.

Revelation 1:6 & 5:10

Incredibly, in the very book which premillennialists 
claim is yet to be fulfilled, John, no doubt writing in the 
A.D. 90s, declared in no uncertain terms that the king-
dom had already been established and that he and his 
contemporaries were citizens in that kingdom. Referring 
to what Jesus has done for Christians, John records that 
He made Christians to be “a kingdom, priests to his God 
and Father…” (1:6, ESV). The 24 elders and four living 
creatures agreed, extolling Jesus in song with the words: 
“you have made them a kingdom and priests to our 
God” (5:10, ESV).96 Paul used the same word regarding 
the transference of the Colossians into Christ’s kingdom 
in Colossians 1:13 noted previously. He also informed 
the Thessalonian Christians they should “walk worthy 
of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory” 
(1 Thessalonians 2:12; cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:5). When 
the New Testament epistles speak of the kingdom being 
yet future, they are referring to heaven—the final and 
ultimate eternal kingdom (e.g., 2 Timothy 4:18; 2 Peter 
1:11). Only in this latter sense of “heaven” can the “king-
dom” be understood as yet future—and not a future 
millennial kingdom on Earth. Indeed, if Jesus is King 
now, and if He is reigning now—over whom is He 
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reigning? Who are His subjects—if not Christians who 
have been inducted into His kingdom?

Revelation 11:15

The book of Revelation provides yet additional clari-
fication. In what might easily be considered the thematic 
verse of the book—which essentially divides the book 
in half—we are informed that when the seventh angel 
sounded his trumpet “there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, ‘The kingdoms of this world have become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall 
reign forever and ever!’” (Revelation 11:15). Some English 
translations place in italics the second occurrence of the 
words “the kingdoms.” The first occurrence of “king-
doms” is a textual variant and should have been ren-
dered singular rather than plural.97 The italicized words 
“the kingdoms,” though a translator insertion, are nev-
ertheless inserted by the vast majority of English trans-
lations and, with rare exception, rendered in the singular 
“kingdom.”

What is the meaning of this verse? In what way may 
the kingdom of this world “become” the kingdom of our 
Lord and Christ? To answer these questions, one must 
first recognize the premiere position that God intended 
the Church of Christ to occupy. Even as the death of 
Christ was of critical importance to the fulfillment of 
God’s scheme of redemption, so the Church of Christ 
was intended to be the body of Christ. Second, one 
must realize the international implications of God’s plan. 
Though the world is divided into separate countries, 
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nationalities, ethnicities, languages, and cultures, God 
intended for His kingdom to transcend these trivial dis-
tinctions, melding the differences into a single kingdom 
on Earth in preparation for its transition into heaven.

Consider the following verses that clarify the meaning 
of Revelation 11:15. First, recall the dream that Daniel 
interpreted for the Babylonian monarch Nebuchadnez-
zar. Referring to the period of Roman domination, Dan-
iel related:

And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will 
set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and 
the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall 
break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and 
it shall stand forever. Inasmuch as you saw that the 
stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and 
that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, 
the silver, and the gold—the great God has made 
known to the king what will come to pass after this. The 
dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure (Daniel 
2:44-45).

God was communicating the fact that the Church of 
Christ, which would be established during the days of 
the Roman kings, would not simply be another human 
kingdom. Rather, it would be a spiritual kingdom that 
would incorporate people from all countries, nations, 
cultures, ethnicities, and languages. Hence, this kingdom 
would transcend and surpass all human kingdoms—
making them of no ultimate significance or relevance. 
The populations of all the kingdoms of this world are 
headed to an eternity of endless suffering separated from 



The End Times110

God. Only those people who transcend those kingdoms 
(in a spiritual sense) to secure citizenship in the kingdom 
of Christ by obeying the Gospel of Christ will be ushered 
into eternity to be with God. In Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream, the stone that was “cut out of the mountain with-
out hands” (indicating a divine action) is an allusion to 
the Church that would render all human kingdoms irrel-
evant by removing from them those who would seek 
God and be transferred by Him “into the kingdom of 
the Son of His love” (Colossians 1:13). Revelation 11:15 
is essentially an affirmation of the fulfillment of Daniel 
2:44.

Recall that these monumental happenings are pre-
cisely what were referred to in Daniel’s own dream 
which included a reference to Jesus ascending into 
heaven into the presence of God:

Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a king-
dom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should 
serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, and His kingdom the one 
which shall not be destroyed (Daniel 7:14).

Notice that Christ’s kingdom would incorporate “all peo-
ples, nations, and languages.” The kingdom of Christ 
renders all human kingdoms superfluous—so far as 
achieving the will of God is concerned and enabling one 
to enter into heaven. It is no wonder that the four living 
creatures and 24 elders fell down before the Lamb and 
sang a new song which included these words: “You are 
worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; For You 
were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood 



Is the Kingdom Yet to Be Established? 111

out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation” 
(Revelation 5:9). Isaiah had announced 800 years earlier 
this fact: “And all nations shall flow to it” (2:2; cf. Acts 
2:5). It is also not surprising that God emphasized to 
Abraham concerning the coming of Christ: “In your seed 
all the nations of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 
22:18; cf. Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 26:4). So, God intended 
from eternity to send Jesus to the planet to (1) atone for 
sin and (2) establish His kingdom/church on Earth to 
spread His Gospel message throughout the world, 
thereby extracting from all nations those few who are 
responsive to His offer of salvation.

Summary

Summarizing, recall the sounding of the seventh trum-
pet and those loud voices that declared “the kingdom 
of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and 
of His Christ.” What was their intended import? They 
were simply reaffirming the fact that God was even then 
achieving His eternal purpose that His kingdom on 
Earth—the Church established by His Son—would per-
meate, infiltrate, and extract from all the human king-
doms of the Earth those who were receptive to Christ’s 
invitation, calling them forth by the Gospel (2 Thessalo-
nians 2:14), incorporating them into His kingdom, the 
Church of Christ.

Revelation 12:10

One final passage from the Revelation demonstrates 
further harmony with these observations. Revelation 12 
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depicts in apocalyptic imagery a seven-headed, blood-
red dragon. He hovers before a woman who is in labor 
and about to give birth. The dragon’s intention is to 
devour the woman’s child as soon as He is born. Some-
times apocalyptic literature alerts the reader to the 
meaning of some of its symbols (e.g., 1:20; 4:5; 5:6,8; 
17:9,15,18; 19:8). In this case, we are flatly informed that 
the dragon represents Satan (vs. 9). The woman 
undoubtedly represents Old Testament Israel who is 
depicted as God’s wife (Hosea 2; Micah 4), but more 
specifically as the “very small remnant” of the faithful—
of which Isaiah spoke (Isaiah 1:9)—among the nation of 
Israel that brought forth Christ. These righteous souls 
included such individuals as Joseph (Genesis 50:24-25), 
Ruth and Boaz (Ruth 1:16-17; 2:11-12), John the baptiz-
er’s parents, Zechariah and Elizabeth (Luke 1:5-6), Sim-
eon (Luke 2:25ff.), Anna (Luke 2:36), as well as Joseph 
and Mary (Matthew 1:18-19). The male child who the 
woman bore is clearly Jesus, a conclusion corroborated 
by the contextual allusion in verse 5 to the Messianic 
Psalm which predicted Jesus would rule with an iron 
scepter (Psalm 2:9; also Revelation 19:15). Being “caught 
up to God and to His throne” is a clear reference to 
Jesus’ ascension and the immediate positioning of Him-
self on His throne to rule and reign over His kingdom, 
the Church (see Endnote 82). Observe in Figure 15 how 
all these details harmonize perfectly with the rest of 
Scripture.

What is represented by the portrait of Satan seeking 
to devour the woman’s child? Having been successful 
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in his subversion of Adam and Eve to bring sin into the 
world, his ultimate goal was to thwart God’s salvific 
intentions. Things looked hopeless when Jesus came 
into the world. Satan immediately launched his attack 
in an effort to destroy Christ—just as Genesis 3:15 antic-
ipated. As a baby, an attempt was made to kill Him 
(Matthew 2:16). When He inaugurated His public min-
istry, an attempt was made by Satan to subvert Him at 
His temptation (Matthew 4:6). And, finally, it appeared 
as if Satan had succeeded when Christ was nailed to the 
cross and placed in the tomb. But just when things 
looked bleak and hopeless, He was raised from the dead 
and ushered to the very throne of God (Acts 1:9)—
explained in detail in Peter’s sermon on the day of Pen-
tecost (Acts 2:22-36). There He now rules over His king-
dom with an iron scepter (i.e., with a firm, authoritative 
reign).

The Meaning of Revelation 12:1-6

Woman/
OT Israel Hosea 2; Micah 4:7; cf. Mal. 2:15

Male Child Isaiah 7:14; Matt. 1:21,23

Rod of Iron Psalm 2; Micah 5:2; Matt. 2:6

Caught up
to Heaven Daniel 7:13; Acts 1:9; Eph. 4:8

Kingdom
Throne

Luke 1:32-33; Acts 2:30,33; Eph. 1:20;
Heb. 1:8; 12:2; 1 Pet. 3:22

Figure 15
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Thus far, the meaning and application of the imagery 
of the chapter is fairly easy to decipher. But beginning 
in verse 7, we have a more cryptic use of apocalyptic 
language:  

And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels 
fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels 
fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a place found 
for them in heaven any longer. So the great dragon was 
cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, 
who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the 
earth, and his angels were cast out with him (Revelation 
12:7-9).

Two possibilities present themselves. Either a literal, 
physical battle occurred in heaven between Satan and 
his angels on the one hand and the archangel Michael 
and his angels on the other, or the figurative imagery is 
intended to create an effect that presses the intended 
point. The first possibility does not fit the overall nature 
of apocalyptic imagery. Besides, no physical war with 
physical weaponry would be fought by spiritual beings—
let alone in heaven. God is infinite in all His attributes 
while Satan is not. God need not engage in any sort of 
physical conflict to assert or establish His supremacy. 
God’s stated intention throughout Scripture is to save 
humans without interfering with their freedom of choice, 
i.e., save all those who desire to be saved. Satan’s only 
ability is to tempt and lure humans away from the truth 
(Matthew 4:1; 1 Peter 5:8). But he has no power to do 
anything that God has not given him permission to do 
(Job 1:12; 2:6).
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The text itself provides the necessary clues to arrive 
at the intended meaning. Verses 7-9 are simply a reca-
pitulation of the first six verses, thus providing two dis-
tinct perspectives of the same conflict—one from the 
perspective of how Satan has operated on Earth (vss. 
1-6) and the other from a hyperbolic depiction of how 
his operations looked from a cosmic, heavenly perspec-
tive (vss. 7-9). Though both are characterized by apoc-
alyptic language, their meanings are discernible both 
from the text’s own clarification clues as well as from 
the general outlines of redemptive history. The second 
portrait is not a description of a literal, pre-historic heav-
enly war as Milton’s Paradise Lost portrays. Rather, in 
keeping with the very nature of the book, it represents 
a picture of the devil’s efforts to destroy Christ, His min-
istry, and His people. This portrait, in fact, depicts for us 
the effect of Jesus’ birth, ministry, atonement, and 
ascension (already set forth in verses 1-6) upon the spir-
itual realm. The image of Satan being “cast out” (NKJV) 
or “thrown down” (ESV, NASB, RSV) is simply apocalyp-
tic symbolism for defeat and failure. Satan failed to pre-
vent God from providing redemption for humanity. 

How can we be sure that such is the intended mean-
ing of these verses? Because verse 10 states explicitly 
what occurred as a direct result of this war in heaven:

Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now sal-
vation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and 
the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of 
our brethren, who accused them before our God day 
and night, has been cast down” (Revelation 12:10).
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Observe what the loud voice originating from heaven 
stated was the outcome of Satan’s failure to thwart God’s 
redemptive scheme: “Now salvation, and strength, and 
the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ 
have come.” First, “salvation” is a clear reference to what 
was achieved at the cross. Second, spiritual (not physi-
cal) “strength,” i.e., “power” (dunamis) came at the same 
time by enabling people to neutralize Satan’s power over 
them via sin. Third, “the kingdom” came at the ascen-
sion and subsequent presentation of the Gospel message 
of salvation on Pentecost 10 days later in Acts 2. Fourth, 
Christ’s “power,” i.e., “authority” (exousia), also came 
when He ascended on high (Ephesians 4:8), assumed 
the throne, and proceeded to exercise authority (Mat-
thew 28:18). These four colossal, spiritual achievements 
are delineated in Figure 16 on the next page.

Good summary verses of these features of salvation  
and the constituent elements of the chapter include the 
following—

• And being found in appearance as a man [the male 
child], He humbled Himself and became obedient 
to the point of death, even the death of the cross 
[salvation]. Therefore God also has highly exalted 
Him and given Him the name which is above every 
name [authority], that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those 
on earth, and of those under the earth, and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:8-
11).
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• …that you may know what is the hope of His call-
ing, what are the riches of the glory of His inheri-
tance in the saints, and what is the exceeding great-
ness of His power (dunameos) [strength to forgive] 
toward us who believe, according to the working of 
His mighty power (ischuos) which He worked in 
Christ [the cross] when He raised Him from the 
dead [resurrection] and seated Him [ascension] at 
His right hand in the heavenly places [kingdom], far 
above all principality and power and might and 
dominion, and every name that is named [author-
ity], not only in this age but also in that which is to 
come. And He put all things under His feet, and 

The Meaning of Revelation 12:10

Salvation
The cross brought atone-

ment to the world of 
humanity.

Luke 2:28-32; 3:6
Acts 4:12; Eph. 1:13;
Tit. 2:11; Heb. 5:9

Strength/
Power

Christ’s sacrifice provided 
the spiritual power humans 
need to overcome Satan’s 
hold and be reconciled  

to God.

Romans 5:6;  
Col. 1:11,20;

Hebrews 2:14;  
Revelation 5:12

Kingdom

The church is the body of 
Christ to which the 

redeemed are added  
by Christ.

1 Cor. 12:12-13;
Eph. 3:21; Col. 1:13;

2 Peter 1:11

Christ’s
Authority

Christ now wields authority
over His kingdom.

Matthew 28:18;
John 5:27; 17:2

Figure 16
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gave Him to be head over all things to the church 
[kingdom], which is His body, the fullness of Him 
who fills all in all (Ephesians 1:18-23).

• …looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith [strength], who for the joy that was set before 
Him endured the cross [salvation], despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God [kingdom] (Hebrews 12:2).

The depiction of war in heaven with Satan being 
defeated is simply an apocalyptic, figurative way to con-
vey the idea that God worked out His redemptive will 
through 4,000 years of human history to achieve atone-
ment for all people who choose to access that means of 
forgiveness. Once Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, 
Genesis 3:15 indicates that “When sin became a reality, 
God headed toward calvary.”98 Indeed, when Jesus died 
on the cross, through His death He was able to “destroy 
him who had the power of death, that is, the devil” 
(Hebrews 2:14). In other words, He made it possible for 
all who have succumbed to sin to receive forgiveness, 
rendering Satan’s power to inflict spiritual death revers-
ible and thus ultimately impotent. Recalling verse 12, 
having failed in his efforts to prevent Christ from achiev-
ing His mission on Earth, all Satan can do now is try to 
subvert as many people on Earth as he possibly can. 
Nevertheless, we can “overcome.”99

But observe that even as Jesus’ defeat of Satan brought 
salvation, spiritual strength, and the exercise of His uni-
versal authority, the kingdom also came at the same 
time these other critical features of God’s redemptive 
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plan materialized. These four happenings are not future 
events. They have all been accomplished. The Spirit’s 
use of the terms “now” (arti) and “have come” (ege-
neto)—which occur together in the Greek text, i.e., 
“now have come”—reinforce the fact that these events 
are present realities in the world. Like Revelation 11:15,100 
Revelation 12:10 affirms the arrival of the kingdom of 
Christ on Earth in the first century. That kingdom is none 
other than the Church of Christ, as the juxtapositioning 
of John 3:5 and Ephesians 5:26 demonstrates (Figure 17).

These wondrous facets that emanated from the divine 
mind are marvelous, stunning, and unfathomable—
which is precisely what Paul exclaimed in the Holy Spir-
it’s great treatise on justification: “Oh, the depth of the 
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past find-
ing out!” (Romans 11:33). Revelation 12:10 is yet addi-
tional proof that the kingdom of God is already present 

The Church = the Kingdom

John 3:5 “unless one is
born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter the

KINGDOM of God.”

Eph. 5:26 “washing of 
water” by the word sanctified/cleansed 

CHURCH

Figure 17
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on Earth which is the Church of Christ over which Jesus 
now reigns. Any future millennial kingdom on Earth 
would be superfluous. Examine Figure 18 which sum-
marizes several kingdom/church prophecies.

“Kingdom” = “Israel” = “Church”

Second, the words “kingdom,” “Israel,” and “church” 
frequently all refer to the same group of people, i.e., the 
saved, Christians, the Church of Christ, spiritual Israel. 
Jesus predicted that He would build His “church” and 
give to Peter the keys of the “kingdom” (Matthew 16:18-
19). Jesus did not build one institution and give to Peter 

Kingdom/Church Prophecies

Last Days Isaiah 2:2; Joel 2:28; Micah 4:1

House of God Isaiah 2:2; Micah 4:1,2; 1 Tim. 3:15

Kingdom Isaiah 9:7

Zion Jerusalem Isaiah 2:3; Micah 4:2,7; Joel 2:32

All Nations/ 
Peoples Isaiah 2:2; Daniel 7:14; Micah 4:2

Remnant Micah 4:7; Joel 2:32

Longevity 
Forever, Everlasting

Daniel 7:14,18,27  
Micah 4:5,7; Rev. 11:15

Indestructibility 
Never Destroyed

Daniel 2:44; 7:14
Hebrews 12:28

Figure 18
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the keys to a different institution that would be estab-
lished on Earth 2,000+ years after Peter’s death. See 
Figure 19.

Observe that Jesus was referring to what was immi-
nent—the construction of His Church shortly after His 
departure. For the next six decades or so, the apostles 
did precisely what He declared they would do: they 
announced the arrival of Christ’s kingdom on Earth, 
inaugurated the conditions of the New Covenant, and 
went about setting into place the superstructure of 
Christ’s Church. Even as the epistle to the Colossians is 
about the supremacy of Christ, i.e., the Christ of the 
Church, so Ephesians is centered on the Church of the 
Christ. No wonder Paul declared that the Church is, in 
fact, “the Israel of God” (Galatians 6:16), and that “he is 
not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that 
which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one 
inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the 
Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but 

“Church” = “Kingdom” (Matthew 16:18-19)

Verse 18 “My church”

Verse 19 “the kingdom 
of heaven”

Apostles 
given keys

They bind & loose  
on Earth

Figure 19
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from God” (Romans 2:28-29). Only Christians are “Abra-
ham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise” (Gala-
tians 3:29). Spiritual Israel is the Church of Christ 
which is the kingdom.101

Jesus Is Reigning Now

Third, Jesus is reigning now in heaven and has been 
since A.D. 30. Peter referred to this reign when he 
explained that Jesus “has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers 
having been made subject to Him” (1 Peter 3:22). Recall 
once again that Daniel predicted this fact over four cen-
turies prior to fulfillment:

One like the Son of Man coming with the clouds of 
heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days, and they 
brought Him near before Him. Then to Him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 
nations, and languages should serve Him. His domin-
ion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and His kingdom the one which shall not be 
destroyed (7:13-14).

This prophecy was fulfilled at the ascension of Christ: 
“while they watched, He was taken up; and a cloud 
received Him out of their sight” (Acts 1:9). Jesus returned 
to heaven where He was given rule over His kingdom.

Fifty days after Jesus’ crucifixion and 10 days after His 
ascension, Peter made this fact clear in his remarks on 
Pentecost:
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God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of 
his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the 
Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke of 
the resurrection of the Christ…. This Jesus God has 
raised up, of which we are all witnesses. Therefore, 
being exalted to the right hand of God… (Acts 2:30-
33).

So Jesus was reigning at that moment over His king-
dom. Paul expressed the same truth: “He raised Him 
from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all principality and power 
and might and dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in that which is to come. 
And He put all things under His feet” (Ephesians 1:20-
22). Hence, when Jesus returns a second time, it will not 
be to reign on Earth. Rather, “[t]hen comes the end, 
when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when 
He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 
For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His 
feet” (1 Corinthians 15:24-25). To repeat: the Bible 
repeatedly affirms that Jesus is reigning and ruling now 
over His kingdom.

Jesus Completed His Work

Fourth, Jesus completed His work on Earth and, 
consequently, has no reason to return to the Earth, itself, 
to do any additional work. He explained to the disciples: 
“My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and 
to finish His work” (John 4:34). Shortly before His 
departure from the Earth, He prayed to the Father: “I 
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have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the 
work which You gave Me to do” (John 17:4). He 
reiterated this fact on the cross when He declared: “It is 
finished” (John 19:30).

Dispensationalists say that Jesus came with the inten-
tion to be King, and to set up an earthly kingdom, but 
that the Jews unexpectedly rejected Him. But this claim 
is in direct conflict with the facts. On one occasion, after 
feeding thousands of people with five loaves of bread 
and two fish—a feat that would constitute a tremendous 
advantage should war with Rome be forthcoming—John 
noted that “when Jesus perceived that they were about 
to come and take Him by force to make Him king, He 
departed again to a mountain by Himself alone” (6:15). 
If Jesus intended to establish a physical kingdom on 
Earth, that occasion would have been the perfect time 
to do so—with the support of the masses.

So why did Jesus refuse to be made a king on Earth 
on a physical throne? He gave the reason to Pilate: “My 
kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of 
this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not 
be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not 
from here” (John 18:36). The dispensational claim that 
Jesus is coming back to be a king on Earth on a physical 
throne is the very thing first-century Jews tried to get 
Him to do—but which He refused to do—and which 
He denied before Pilate. Did Jesus lie to Pilate?
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Though dispensationalism teaches the kingdom on 
Earth is yet future, what does the Bible teach?

2. Who did Jesus say would see the kingdom prior to 
their death?

3. What 4 expressions from 5 passages are used syn-
onymously—as depicted in Figure 12?

4. By comparing these Scriptures, to what conclusion 
is one driven?

5. What “child” is referred to in Isaiah 9:6?

6. What does the prophecy envision Him doing?

7. When did Jesus assume His throne? Cite a verse.

8. Identify 1 of the statements made by Peter on Pen-
tecost where he used kingdom terminology to refer 
to Jesus’ status at that time. Include the verse.

9. What pagan monarch dreamed that God would set 
up a kingdom?

10.  When would the kingdom be established?

11. What is that kingdom?

12. Whom did Jesus approach when He passed through 
the clouds?

13. What was He given?

14. When did these two events occur?

15. What was much of Jesus’ earthly teaching intended 
to be?

16. What “kingdom” did Jesus refer to in both His 
“model” prayer and in His admonition to “seek first 
the kingdom”?
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17. What do the New Testament epistles describe?
18. To what does the word “regeneration” refer in Titus 

3:5?
19. To what does the word “regeneration” refer in Mat-

thew 19:28?
20. Through what medium is the process of regenerat-

ing humans achieved?
21. Where is Jesus throughout this process? Cite a verse.
22. What is occurring contemporaneous with Jesus 

being seated on His throne?
23. What did Jesus intend the apostolic role to be? Cite 

a passage.
24. What was the origin of the apostles’ doctrine?
25. In what position did the apostles serve?
26. What is the meaning of Jesus’ allusion to the apos-

tles sitting on thrones and judging?
27. Due to this prominent, integral role of the apostles 

as judges in the early Church, how did Paul describe 
the “household of God”? Cite the verse.

28. Through what prominent medium did the apostles 
judge their fellowman?

29. How do the apostles continue to judge?
30. In what verse did Jesus note how His judging is 

done?
31. To whom did Jesus refer when He referred to “the 

twelve tribes of Israel”? Cite a verse.
32. When Jesus said that “he who is least in the kingdom 

is greater than John the baptizer,” what was He fore-
shadowing?
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33. As great as John the baptizer was in his inspired role, 
what did he not live to see or enter?

34. When John the baptizer declared that the kingdom 
was at hand, to what 2 things was he not referring?

35. To what was he referring?
36. Cite 2 reasons why Jesus frequently spoke of the 

kingdom as if it was already in existence.
37. What did Jesus declare to be the only entranceway 

into the kingdom?
38. Into what did Paul tell the Corinthians baptism places 

a person? Cite the verse.
39. According to Paul’s instructions to the Ephesians and 

Colossians, to what is the “body” equivalent? Cite 1 
passage.

40. What must we conclude about the procedure that 
places a person in the kingdom and the procedure 
that places one into the church?

41. What must we conclude about the Church of Christ 
and the kingdom of Christ?

42. Into what institution did Paul declare the Colossians 
had been transferred? Cite the verse.

43. Into what were the Colossians not incorporated?
44. What does that fact say about the “kingdom” and 

the “church”?
45. What had to have happened between Jesus’ prayer 

for the kingdom to come and the Colossians’ trans-
ference into that kingdom?

46. What 5 expressions are used by the Hebrews writer 
to refer to the Church of Christ presently on Earth as 
depicted in Figure 14?
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47. What was/is the kingdom that Christians received? 
Cite the verse.

48. When did John likely write the Revelation?
49. What did John twice state that Jesus had “made” the 

Christians to whom he was writing? Cite the verses.
50. When the New Testament epistles speak of the king-

dom being future, to what are they referring? Cite a 
verse.

51. If Jesus is king now, over whom is He reigning?
52. In order to make sense of the declaration of the loud 

heavenly voices, what 2 things must be recognized?
53. What 5 trivial distinctions was the kingdom intended 

to transcend?
54. What fact did God communicate via Nebuchadnez-

zar’s dream and when would it occur?
55. Who would be incorporated?
56. How do people secure citizenship in the kingdom 

of Christ?
57. Revelation 11:15 is essentially an affirmation of the 

fulfillment of what verse?
58. Who did Daniel’s own dream say would be incor-

porated into Christ’s kingdom? Cite the verse.
59. Who did the four living creatures and 24 elders indi-

cate in their song had been redeemed? Cite the 
verse.

60. What 2 things did God intend from eternity by send-
ing Jesus to Earth?

61. What did the voices of Revelation 11:15 reaffirm?
62. Who does the seven-headed dragon symbolize?
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63. Who does the woman represent?

64. Who does the male child represent, and what Mes-
sianic psalm is referenced?

65. What does the child being caught up to God and to 
His throne symbolize?

66. To what does Satan’s effort to devour the child refer? 
Give 1 example that illustrates his efforts and cite a 
verse.

67. What Old Testament verse predicted Satan’s attack?

68. What 2 possible interpretations present themselves 
for Revelation 12:7-9?

69. Why does the first possibility not fit?

70. What would not be fought by spiritual beings?

71. How are Satan and God to be contrasted in terms 
of their beings?

72. What does God not need to do to assert or establish 
His supremacy?

73. What is Satan’s only ability?

74. What does Satan have no power to do? Cite a verse.

75. How do verses 7-9 function?

76. In keeping with the very nature of the book, what 
do verses 7-9 represent?

77. What, specifically, does this portrait depict?

78. What apocalyptic symbolism is intended by the 
image of Satan being “cast out”?

79. What did Satan fail to prevent God from doing?

80. How can we be sure of the intended meaning of 
these verses?
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81. What four colossal, spiritual achievements are delin-
eated in verse 10?

82. The depiction of war in heaven with Satan being 
defeated is simply an apocalyptic way to convey 
what idea?

83. In what way did Jesus “destroy” Satan via His death 
on the cross? Cite the verse.

84. According to verse 12, having failed in his efforts to 
prevent Christ from achieving His mission on Earth, 
what is all that Satan can now do?

85. What does Revelation 12:10 affirm?

86. In what verse did Paul exclaim the wonder and mar-
vel of the outworking of God’s scheme of redemp-
tion?

87. What additional proof is provided by Revelation 
12:10?

88. What 3 New Testament words frequently refer to the 
same group of people?

89. What two words did Jesus use interchangeably when 
He promised to give keys to Peter?

90. What 3 things did the apostles do that Jesus declared 
they would do?

91. Who is the only “seed” of Abraham today? Cite a 
verse.

92. When, where, and for how long has Jesus been 
reigning?

93. According to Peter, where is Jesus now and who is 
subject to Him? Cite the verse.

94. What was Jesus given when He returned to heaven?
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95. On the day of Pentecost, where was Jesus according 
to Peter? Cite the verse.

96. What does the Bible repeatedly affirm concerning 
His kingdom?

97. What does Jesus have no reason to do and why?
98. What did Jesus declare to the Father He had fin-

ished? Cite the verse.
99. What did the Jews attempt to do after Jesus fed thou-

sands of them miraculously? Cite the verse.
100.  If Jesus intended to establish a physical kingdom 

on Earth, when would have been an opportune 
occasion to do so?

101. What did Jesus declare to Pilate that proves He 
never intended to establish a physical kingdom/
throne on Earth? Cite the verse.
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Many these days insist that God made clear promises 
in Scripture to physical Israel that are yet to be fulfilled 
and which absolutely must be fulfilled, and that physical 
Israel plays a prominent and continuing role in God’s 
scheme of things. Charismatic TV preachers regularly 
press upon their audiences the need to back and sup-
port the modern state of Israel. This contention has had 
a profound impact upon U.S. foreign policy and in the 
way people around the world—especially in the Middle 
East—perceive America. While it may well be expedi-
ent for the U.S. to maintain close political, military, and 
economic ties to Israel, it is surely a shock to find that 
the Bible enjoins no such favored status today. All peo-
ple stand on level ground at the foot of the cross of 
Christ. God is no respecter of persons and makes no 
distinctions between people on the basis of ethnicity or 
nationality (Acts 10:34-35; Romans 2:11,28-29; Galatians 
3:28). The promises that were made to physical Israel in 
the Old Testament were fulfilled long ago.

Land Promise Already  
   Fulfilled and Conditional

For example, God announced to Abraham that He 
would give to his descendants (the Israelites) the land of 
Canaan (Genesis 12:1; 15:7). This promise was fulfilled 
when Israel took possession of Palestine in the 

But What About the Promises to Israel?

Chapter 7
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15th century B.C. (Joshua 2:45-21:43; 2 Chronicles 9:26).
What so many people today fail to recognize is that 
Israelite retainment of the land was conditional—con-
tingent upon their continued obedience. For example, 
God declared through Moses: 

Do not defile yourselves with any of these things; for 
by all these the nations are defiled, which I am casting 
out before you. For the land is defiled; therefore I visit 
the punishment of its iniquity upon it, and the land 
vomits out its inhabitants. You shall therefore keep My 
statutes and My judgments, and shall not commit any 
of these abominations, either any of your own nation 
or any stranger who dwells among you (for all these 
abominations the men of the land have done, who were 
before you, and thus the land is defiled), lest the land 
vomit you out also when you defile it, as it vomited out 
the nations that were before you (Leviticus 18:24-28).

Likewise, near the end of his life, Joshua issued a similar 
warning to the leaders of the nation:

Behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth. 
And you know in all your hearts and in all your souls 
that not one thing has failed of all the good things 
which the LORD your God spoke concerning you. All 
have come to pass for you; not one word of them has 
failed. Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all the 
good things have come upon you which the LORD your 
God promised you, so the LORD will bring upon you 
all harmful things, until He has destroyed you from this 
good land which the LORD your God has given you. 
When you have transgressed the covenant of the LORD 
your God, which He commanded you, and have gone 
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and served other gods, and bowed down to them, then 
the anger of the LORD will burn against you, and you 
shall perish quickly from the good land which He has 
given you (Joshua 23:14-16).

And God said to Solomon: “If you or your sons at all 
turn from following Me, and do not keep My command-
ments and My statutes which I have set before you, but 
go and serve other gods and worship them, then I will 
cut off Israel from the land which I have given them” 
(1 Kings 9:6-7). But sadly, they forfeited retention of the 
land due to their incessant disobedience and continual 
rejection of God’s guidance. The complete and final cut-
off of physical Israel took place in A.D. 70—as Jesus 
mournfully announced: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the 
one who kills the prophets and stones those who are 
sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, 
but you were not willing! See! Your house is left to you 
desolate” (Matthew 23:37-38).

National Promise Already Fulfilled

Further, the reestablishment of national Israel, and the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Temple (i.e., the national 
promises of Deuteronomy 30 and Zechariah 12-14) 
were literally fulfilled in the returning remnant after the 
Babylonian captivity beginning in 536 B.C. Nehemiah 
reminded God of this promise:

Remember, I pray, the word that You commanded Your 
servant Moses, saying, “If you are unfaithful, I will scat-
ter you among the nations, but if you return to Me, and 
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keep My commandments and do them, though some 
of you were cast out to the farthest part of the heavens, 
yet I will gather them from there, and bring them to the 
place which I have chosen as a dwelling for My name.” 
Now these are Your servants and Your people, whom 
You have redeemed by Your great power, and by Your 
strong hand (Nehemiah 1:8-10; see also Isaiah 10:22; 
Jeremiah 23:3; Ezra 3:1-11).

The establishment of the modern state of Israel in May 
of 1948 cannot supplant this already achieved fulfillment 
and has nothing to do with the original promises made 
to Abraham and his descendants.

Spiritual Fulfillment

Many of the Old Testament prophecies that predicted 
the return of the Jews after captivity were laced with 
predictions of the coming Christ to the Earth to bring 
ultimate redemption. Hence, the national promises 
were spiritually fulfilled in the Church of Christ wherein 
both Jews and Gentiles are one in Christ. For example, 
premillennialists are fond of calling attention to the 
concluding prophetic remarks of Amos:

“On that day I will raise up the tabernacle of David, 
which has fallen down, and repair its damages; I will 
raise up its ruins, and rebuild it as in the days of old; 
that they may possess the remnant of Edom, and all the 
Gentiles who are called by My name,” says the Lord 
who does this thing (Amos 9:11-12).

They insist that the fulfillment of this prophecy is yet 
future. They say the Temple, which was destroyed in 
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A.D. 70 by the Romans (Matthew 23:37-24:35), will be 
rebuilt on the Temple platform in Jerusalem (a site cur-
rently occupied by the third most holy shrine of Islam—
the Dome of the Rock). They say that Jesus will return, 
set up His millennial kingdom, and reign on a literal 
throne for a thousand years, incorporating the Gentiles, 
in addition to the nation of Israel, into His kingdom. On 
the face of it, this prophecy certainly possesses termi-
nology that fits the millenarian spin placed upon it.

However, two Bible passages correct this mistaken 
interpretation, and forever settle the question as to the 
proper application of Amos’ prophecy. The first is the 
great Messianic prophecy uttered by the prophet Nathan 
to King David regarding David’s future lineage and royal 
dynasty:

When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your 
fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come 
from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He 
shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever. I will be his Father, and 
he shall be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will chas-
ten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the 
sons of men. But My mercy shall not depart from him, 
as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before 
you. And your house and your kingdom shall be estab-
lished forever before you. Your throne shall be estab-
lished forever (2 Samuel 7:12-16).

Nathan declared that God would establish and sustain 
the Davidic dynasty. Even though he also noted that a 
fixed form of the Tabernacle (the one God refused to 
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allow David to build—2 Samuel 7:1-7) would be built 
by David’s son (i.e., Solomon), God, Himself, would 
build David a house, i.e., a dynasty, a kingly lineage. It 
is this lineage to which Nathan referred—not a physical 
temple building.

The second passage that clarifies Amos’ prophecy is 
the account of the Jerusalem “conference” (Acts 15). Fol-
lowing Peter’s report regarding Gentile inclusion in the 
kingdom, James offered the following confirmatory com-
ment:

Men and brethren, listen to me: Simon has declared 
how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of 
them a people for His name. And with this the words 
of the prophets agree, just as it is written (Acts 15:13-15).

In other words, on that most auspicious occasion, James 
was noting two significant facts that had come to pass 
precisely as predicted by Amos:

1. After the downfall of the Jewish kingdom, the 
Davidic dynasty had been reinstated in the person 
of Christ—the “Son of David” (Matthew 22:42)—
Who, at His ascension, had been enthroned in 
heaven102 and proceeded to establish the Church of 
Christ composed entirely of Jews, thereby “rebuild-
ing the tabernacle of David that had fallen down.”

2. With the conversion of the first Gentiles in Acts 10, 
as reported on this occasion by Peter, the “residue 
of men,” or the non-Jewish segment of humanity, 
was now “seeking the Lord.”103



But What About the Promises to Israel? 139

These two remarkable spiritual achievements were inte-
gral to God’s eternal intention (cf. Isaiah 62:1-2).

In light of James’ inspired application of it to the inte-
grated church of the first century, the Amos prophecy, 
like all others in the Old Testament that dispensational-
ists wish to apply to the future, find their ultimate and 
final climax in the momentous advent of the Christian 
religion on the planet—2,000 years ago. The premillen-
nial treatment of prophecy, in the final analysis, demeans 
and trivializes the significance of the Gospel, the Church 
of Christ, and the Christian religion as the final revela-
tion from God to mankind. The kingdom is not future; 
it is here now. All accountable persons would do well 
to conform themselves to the preconditions that enable 
Jesus to add them to His kingdom.104
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REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. What do many today insist about God’s promises to 

physical Israel?
2. Apart from the political, military, and economic rea-

sons to maintain ties to Israel, what is surely shock-
ing about the Bible’s perspective?

3. What does the Bible indicate regarding the promises 
that were made to physical Israel in the Old Testa-
ment?

4. When was God’s land promise to Abraham’s 
descendants fulfilled? Cite a passage.

5. What do many people today fail to recognize regard-
ing Israel’s retainment of the land? Cite 1 passage.

6. When did the complete and final cutoff of physical 
Israel take place? Cite the passage that records Jesus’ 
mournful announcement.

7. When were the national promises—reestablishment 
of national Israel and the rebuilding of Jerusalem and 
the Temple—literally fulfilled?

8. According to the Bible, what does the 1948 estab-
lishment of the modern state of Israel have to do 
with the original promises made to Abraham?

9. With what were many of the Old Testament proph-
ecies laced that predicted the return of the Jews after 
captivity?

10. How were the national promises to Israel fulfilled?
11. What do premillennialists say is the time frame for 

the fulfillment of the prophecy of Amos 9:11-12?
12. To what do they apply Amos’ prediction that “the 

tabernacle of David” will be raised up?
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13. What do premillennialists say Jesus will do when He 
returns and sets up His millennial kingdom to reign 
on His throne for a thousand years?

14. What 2 Bible passages correct this mistaken inter-
pretation?

15. To what did Nathan’s prophecy spoken to David 
refer in his reference to the establishment of a king-
dom and the building of a house?

16. What twofold application of the Amos prophecy did 
the apostle James give?

17. What is the significance of these two spiritual 
achievements?

18. In what do the Old Testament prophecies, that dis-
pensationalists wish to apply to the future, find their 
ultimate and final climax?

19. In the final analysis, what 3 things does the premi-
llennial treatment of prophecy trivialize and demean?

20. Since the kingdom is here now, what should all 
accountable persons do?
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A careful and consistent appraisal of Bible teaching 
leads one to conclude that all promises made to physi-
cal Israel have either been fulfilled or forfeited through 
disobedience. All who wish to be acceptable to God 
must submit to Jesus Christ now (John 3:5; 8:24).105  
From a prophetic standpoint, Christians need not fear 
any of the political, economic, or military developments 
of today or tomorrow. God has given us simple instruc-
tions on how to become a Christian, how to live the 
Christian life, and the need to urge others to do the 
same. God deals with all human beings today on the 
same basis and on the same grounds—obedience to 
Christ’s will. “Nor is there salvation in any other, for 
there is no other name under heaven given among men 
by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). The sensation-
alism and hysteria associated with the ongoing attempt 
to apply long since fulfilled Bible prophecy to the cur-
rent events of today is alluring. But it can easily divert 
people’s attention away from their daily responsibility to 
live obediently and faithfully now.

The Bible View

The Bible portrait of the end times is much simpler 
and succinct (see Figure 20 on p. 144). Here are the cen-
tral features of the end times as depicted in the New 
Testament:

Conclusion

Chapter 8
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• At some point in the future—known only to Deity 
(Matthew 24:36), and with no signs by which we 
can determine its imminence—Jesus will return in 
flaming fire (2 Thessalonians 1:8).

• The trumpet and the voice of the archangel will 
sound (1 Corinthians 15:52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16).

• Jesus will hover among the clouds with His mighty 
angels without ever setting foot on the Earth (Acts 
1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:17).

A Summary of Bible Teaching on the End Times

Matthew 24:36
2 Thessalonians 1:8

At some point in the future, 
Jesus will return  
in flaming fire.

1 Corinthians 15:52
1 Thessalonians 4:16

The trumpet and voice of the  
archangel will sound.

Acts 1:11
1 Thessalonians 4:17

Jesus will hover among the clouds 
without setting foot on Earth.

John 5:28-29 All deceased humans, both good  
and evil, will be resurrected.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 The righteous will rise to meet  
Jesus in the air.

Matthew 25:32
Romans 14:10

2 Corinthians 5:10

All people will be gathered  
before God in Judgment.

Matthew 25:46
John 5:29

Everyone will then be consigned to 
only one of two eternal abodes—

Heaven or Hell.

Figure 20
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• All who are in the graves will be resurrected (Luke 
14:14; John 5:28-29) and changed (1 Corinthians 
15:52-53).

• The righteous will rise to meet the Lord in the air (1 
Thessalonians 4:17).

• All people who have ever lived, both good and evil, 
will be gathered together in judgment before God 
(Matthew 25:31-46; Romans 14:10; Revelation 20:11-
13; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Ecclesiastes 12:14).

• Everyone will then be consigned to only one of two 
eternal abodes: the wicked will be placed in hell,106 
while the righteous will be welcomed into heaven 
(Romans 2:5-10).

What Does It Matter?

But why oppose dispensationalism? What does it mat-
ter if a person thinks that Jesus will secretly rapture away 
the saints from the Earth, leaving everyone else behind? 
How is it of any importance if a person thinks that a 
period of severe tribulation is on the horizon and an 
Antichrist will arise and foment political disturbances 
that will culminate in a worldwide Armageddon? What 
does it hurt if a person wants to believe that Jesus will 
return to Earth and set up a literal kingdom and reign for 
a thousand years from Jerusalem? Here are three 
responses to these questions to consider:

First, the dispensational framework and, specifically, 
its handling of Scripture, creates contradictions and con-
fusion, hampering a broader comprehension of Scripture 
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and God’s redemptive scheme. When non-Christians 
encounter views promoted under the guise of accurate 
Bible teaching, yet they examine the Bible and discover 
conflicting information, the credibility of the Bible is 
placed under suspicion—further fomenting the false 
notion that “you can prove anything by the Bible.” Pre-
millennialism is at odds with the overall thrust of Bible 
history and God’s plan for humanity.

Second, sensationalism naturally distracts people, 
drawing their attention away from the serious responsi-
bilities of Christian living. No wonder various groups in 
history who have accepted the dispensational frame-
work have quit their jobs, donned white robes, and 
ascended mountains to wait for the Lord’s return, 
thereby removing themselves from the critical, manda-
tory task of interacting with society by spreading the 
Gospel.107 Instead of taking Jesus’ admonition serious-
ly—“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even 
the angels of heaven, but My Father only”—and focus-
ing on living the Christian life, adding the “graces” (2 
Peter 1:5ff.) and concentrating on evangelism, they sim-
ply “mark time” in eager anticipation that Jesus is about 
to come, thereby allowing the living of the Christian life 
to pass them by.

Third, and most importantly, dispensationalism under-
mines the supreme importance of the Church of Christ 
and her critical role in the propagation of Christianity 
and the conversion of people throughout the world. Dis-
pensationalism naturally relegates the Church to an after-
thought, a temporary substitute or parenthesis in God’s 
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prophetic program.108 It is even alleged that the Church 
was not directly revealed in prophecy in the Old Testa-
ment—which is flatly untrue.109 For example, the “Lord’s 
house” predicted by both Isaiah (2:1-5) and Micah (4:1-
5) is precisely the same house alluded to by Paul in his 
remarks to Timothy: “the house of God, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the 
truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). As noted earlier, while there are 
a few exceptions, the expressions “Lord’s house,” “the 
house of God,” “the church,” and “the kingdom” all 
refer to the same entity in the New Testament—the 
Church of Christ that He declared He would establish 
(Matthew 16:18) and for which He said He died, pur-
chasing that Church “with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). 
Be reminded, also as noted earlier, that Jesus used the 
words “church” and “kingdom” synonymously in Mat-
thew 16:18-19. Dispensationalism demotes the Church 
of Christ to a degraded status and fails to attribute to the 
Church the central role that God intended her to fill 
prior to the Second Coming. One must comprehend this 
premiere position in order for the Church to fulfill her 
intended function. Dispensationalism inherently ham-
pers severely this critical comprehension. 

So much of Christendom in general, and theologians 
and commentators in particular, have failed to grasp the 
deeply momentous role of the Church in the grand 
scheme of things, precipitating widespread confusion 
regarding the fact that the Church and kingdom are one 
and the same. It was always God’s plan to bring the 
Church into existence to serve the primary purpose of 
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promulgating the Gospel of Christ. The premillennial 
misconception redirects interest and attention to antic-
ipation of a physical kingdom on Earth and, in the pro-
cess, disparages the present, inherent marvel of the 
Church. Indeed, dispensationalism (like denomination-
alism) disrespects and dishonors the blood-bought body 
of Christ which was pre-planned and intended from all 
eternity to play a central role in the religion of Christ. As 
Paul explained: “to the intent that now the manifold wis-
dom of God might be made known by the church to 
the principalities and powers in the heavenly places, 
according to the eternal purpose which He accom-
plished in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ephesians 3:10-11). So 
integral did God intend the Church to be in His divine 
formulations that He uses the metaphor of Christ as the 
Head and the Church as the body (Ephesians 1:22-23; 
4:18-19; 5:23; Colossians 1:18; 2:19). Like denomination-
alism,110 dispensationalism essentially severs the body 
from the Head—relegating the body to a secondary, infe-
rior status. Any such tampering with the eschatological 
formulations of Deity is harmful to the overall impact and 
influence that God intended in the spread of His Gospel 
and the promulgation of His spiritual kingdom.

Remember that from all eternity, Deity purposed and 
planned to accomplish two eternally significant events: 
(1) the death of Christ on the cross (Isaiah 53) and (2) the 
establishment of His Church (Isaiah 2:1-4; Micah 4:1-4). 
It is not possible to overstate the significance of these 
monumental achievements. The creation of the Church 
of Christ on Earth—as the kingdom of Christ—and the 
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atonement of Christ for sin are biblically coeval and 
coextensive in their eternal import (Ephesians 3:10-11). 
In fact, to demonstrate the intricate, integral, inextrica-
ble interconnection between Christ and the Church, 
realize that, incredibly, the blood of Christ—the very 
blood that was shed on the cross—actually “purchased 
the church” (Acts 20:28). What’s more, “Christ is head 
of the church; and He is the Savior of the body”—
“which is the church” (Ephesians 5:23; Colossians 1:24; 
1:18). The Church is the bride of Christ (John 3:29; Rev-
elation 19:7; 21:2,9). Colossians had been transferred 
from the world into the kingdom (1:13).

Summary

These three observations suggest that premillennial-
ism inflicts damage on the cause of Christ, hampering 
lost souls from arriving at the truth (John 8:32). When 
one is willing to remove from his mind all preconceived 
and complex theological concoctions, and simply let 
the Bible paint its own picture of the end of time and 
the Second Coming of Christ, the dispensational view-
point is seen to be convoluted, concocted, and 
unfounded. Indeed, there will be no “Rapture.” There 
will be no “Antichrist.” There will be no “Great Tribula-
tion.” There will be no “Armageddon” or “Millennium” 
on Earth.111 “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to 
the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and 
ever. Amen” (Ephesians 3:20-21).112
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What does a careful and consistent appraisal of Bible 
teaching force one to conclude?

2. In what way does God deal with all human beings 
today?

3. What can the sensationalism and hysteria associated 
with premillennialism easily do?

4. Review the Bible portrait of the end times by noting 
its central features.

5. What can the dispensational framework create?

6. With what is premillennialism at odds?

7. Most importantly, what does dispensationalism 
undermine?

8. To what does dispensationalism naturally relegate 
the Church?

9. What 4 expressions refer to the same entity in the 
New Testament?

10. To what does dispensationalism demote the Church 
and what does it fail to do?

11. What was it always God’s plan to do?

12. To what does the premillennial misconception redi-
rect interest and attention? What, in the process, is 
the result?

13.  So integral did God intend the Church to be in His 
divine formulations that He uses what metaphor? 
Cite a verse.

14. Like denominationalism, what does dispensational-
ism essentially do?
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15. What 2 significant events did God purpose and plan 
to accomplish from all eternity?

16. What do the kingdom of Christ and the atonement 
of Christ share in common? Cite a passage.

17. Identify one of the 4 features that demonstrate the 
intricate interconnection between Christ and the 
Church. Cite a supporting verse.

18. When one is willing to remove from his mind all pre-
conceived and complex theological concoctions, 
and simply let the Bible paint its own picture of the 
end of time and the Second Coming of Christ, how 
is the dispensational viewpoint seen?

19. According to Paul’s doxology to the Colossians, in 
what receptacle is God to be glorified? Cite the 
verse.
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INTRODUCTION

1. The end of time (p. 1)
2. Late Great Planet Earth; Left Behind (pp. 2-3)
3. The view that Jesus will return after the world is Christian-

ized following a long period of peace and righteousness 
(p. 2)

4. The view that the Bible predicts no worldwide period of 
peace and righteousness, with good and evil continuing 
until the end (p. 2)

5. The view that Jesus will return before a 1,000-year period of 
peace and righteousness and reign as king on Earth (p. 2)

6. Scofield Reference Bible (p. 2)
7. Rapture, Tribulation, Antichrist, Armageddon, Millennium 

(pp. 2-3)

CHAPTER 1 
WILL THERE BE A RAPTURE?

1. “To seize, snatch out, take away” (p. 7)
2. The idea that Christ will come suddenly and secretly in the 

air to snatch away from the Earth the living saints and the 
resurrected bodies of those saints who have died (p. 7)

3. Just prior to the seven-year “Tribulation” period (p. 7)
4. “Translation”; Colossians 1:13; When an unbeliever obeys the 

Gospel, receives forgiveness of sins, and is added to the 
Church of Christ, he is taken out of the world and trans-
ferred to Christ’s kingdom. (pp. 7-8)

New Testament Terms for Christ’s Return
5. parousia—“coming, presence, advent”; epiphaneia—“ap-

pearing, manifestation, brightness”; apokalupsis—“revela-
tion” (p. 8)

6. “Coming” (parousia) refers to the “Rapture” which occurs 
seven years before the “Appearing” (epiphaneia) or “Rev-
elation” (apokalupsis). (p. 8)

7. At the “Rapture” Jesus will come for the Church only, while 
at the “Revelation” Jesus will return with the Church. (p. 8)

8. 1 Thessalonians 4:17 (p. 8)
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1 Thessalonians 4:17
9. (1) It was designed to reassure Christians that their deceased 

loved ones would be able to share in the Lord’s return and 
(2) it informed Christians that those who are still living 
when Christ returns will have no precedence or advantage 
over those who have already died. (pp. 8-9)

10. They say “coming” (parousia) in 1 Thessalonians 4:15 and 2 
Thessalonians 2:1 refers to the “Rapture.” Yet the same 
word is used in 1 Thessalonians 3:13 to speak of Jesus com-
ing “with” His saints and therefore coincides with the dis-
pensational concept of the “Appearing”/“Revelation” seven 
years after the “Rapture.” (p. 9)

11. They apply 2 Thessalonians 2:8 to the “Antichrist” and so 
must understand the “coming” of this verse as a reference 
to the “Appearing” (epiphaneia). Yet the verse uses the 
expression “the brightness (epiphaneia) of His coming 
(parousia)”—referring to the same event. (p. 9)

12. “Revelation” (apokalupsis) in 1 Corinthians 1:7 is descriptive 
of what the dispensationalists call the “Rapture” since 
Christians await it. But in 2 Thessalonians 1:7, the same 
word clearly refers to the “Appearing” (epiphaneia). (p. 11)

13. The term “appearing” (epiphaneia) is used in 1 Timothy 6:14 
as the event that terminates Christian activity on Earth and 
thus fits the “Rapture” concept. But in 2 Timothy 4:1, the 
reference to judgment fits the “Appearing.” Observe that 
dispensationalists would have Paul translated into heaven 
at the “Rapture” seven years before he receives his crown 
of righteousness—which he says in 2 Timothy 4:8 he will 
receive at Jesus’ “appearing” (epiphaneia). (pp. 11-12)

14. Titus 2:13; 1 Peter 1:13; 4:13 (pp. 12-13)

Summary
15. They are used synonymously and interchangeably. (p. 13)

The “End” & “Last Day”
16. “End”; “completion, consummation, close, the full end”; six 

times (p. 14)
17. That the Church will remain on Earth preaching the Gospel 

until the day of Judgment (p. 14)
18. Grow together until the very end (p. 15)
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19. That the wicked will be taken out from among the righteous; 
Matthew 13 (p. 15)

20. That believers will be raised “at the last day”; John 
6:39,40,44,54 (p. 15)

“Secretive”?
21. “blazing fire” (2 Thessalonians 1:7); “trumpet” ( 1 Corinthi-

ans 15:52); “shout,” “voice of the archangel” (1 Thessalo-
nians 4:16); “every eye will see Him” (Revelation 1:7) (p. 15)

CHAPTER 2 
WILL THERE BE A TRIBULATION?

1. He will take them directly to heaven where they will expe-
rience judgment and receive their reward; Revelation 4 and 
5 (p. 21)

2. A seven-year “Tribulation” will rage on Earth; Revelation 4-19 
(p. 21)

Matthew 24
3. “There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that 

shall not be torn down.” Matthew 24:2 (pp. 21-22)
4. (1) “When will these things (that is, the Temple disruption) 

be? and (2) “What will be the sign of Your coming, and of 
the end of the age?” Matthew 24:3 (p. 22)

5. That they are completely separate events (p. 22)

Signs Heralding the Destruction of Jerusalem
6. (1) False messiahs/christs: Josephus reported many; Gamaliel 

alluded to some (Acts 5:34-37); Paul warned of false apos-
tles of Christ (2 Corinthians 11:13). (2) Wars/rumors of wars: 
Roman wars and rebellion by conquered countries; Jose-
phus verified the same. (3) Famine, pestilence, earth-
quakes: Acts 11:28; several in Nero’s reign. (4) Apostles 
persecuted/killed: Peter, James (Acts 12:2) and James the 
Less killed; apostasy became prevalent. (5) Gospel 
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preached to whole world: Romans 1:8, Colossians 1:6,23. 
(pp. 22-25).

7. The end of the Temple (p. 23)
8. As the direct fulfillment of His statements (p. 23)
9. They have been fairly constant for the last 2,000 years (p. 24).
10. Each time an earthquake occurred, the disciples would have 

been instantly reminded of Jesus’ prediction and its 
impending fulfillment (p. 24).

The Fulfillment of the Signs Brought the End
11. The end of Jerusalem, the Temple, formal Judaism, and the 

Old Testament economy (p. 25)
12. The Roman army; Daniel 9:27; Luke 21:20 (p. 25)
13. Flee to the mountains. (p. 27)
14. Jewish Christians took the invasion of the Roman armies as 

the appointed sign which Jesus had given and escaped to 
Pella. (p. 27)

15. It would have been superfluous for Jesus to tell them to flee 
the city. (p. 27)

16. (1) pregnancy/nursing children; (2) winter; (3) Sabbath (p. 27)
17. That He had in mind a time near His own day (p. 29)
18. Because when Jesus comes at the end everyone will know 

it (p. 30)
19. Roman power (p. 31)
20. The horrible events that occurred during the siege of Jerusa-

lem (p. 31)
21. 1.1 million (p. 31)
22. Isaiah 13; The military onslaught of the Medes in the 6th cen-

tury B.C. against the Babylonians (p. 32)
23. Instill an impression of great calamity; literally (pp. 32-33)
24. That Christ had come in judgment on Israel (p. 33)
25. He was the One responsible for the misery that would 

enshroud the nation. (p. 33)
26. Caiaphas; Matthew 26:64 (p. 33)
27. God’s execution of wrath in history (p. 33)
28. Egypt; Isaiah 19:1 (p. 33)
29. “Messenger” (p. 34)
30. Emissaries of the Gospel; by means of the preached Word 

(p. 34)
31. The year of Jubilee; Leviticus 25 (p. 34)
32. As signs that summer is near (p. 34)
33. The time when Jerusalem was to be destroyed (p. 34)
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34. Act upon their providentially prearranged escape plan and 
receive deliverance from the Romans and potential future 
persecutions of Jewish authority; Luke 21:28 (p. 34)

35. The generation to whom He was addressing Himself (p. 35)
36. “Race”; The Jewish race would not pass out of existence 

before all these things happened to them. (p. 35)
37. Jesus is put in the position of telling the Jews what would 

happen to their race, and then saying that their race would 
not pass away until everything that was going to happen 
to their race happened. (p. 35)

38. 13; those who are living at a particular point in time (p. 35)

Transition: No Signs Heralding the Second Coming

39. As a transition verse, placing closure on Jesus’ answer to the 
disciples’ first question (p. 36)

40. Turns His attention to dealing with the disciples’ second 
question (p. 36)

41. The day heaven and earth will pass away, the world will end, 
and Christ will come again (p. 36)

42. The total absence of signs (p. 36)
43. It will be totally unexpected. (p. 36)
44. The exploits of a thief (p. 36)
45. Paul & Peter; 1 Thessalonians 5:2 and 2 Peter 3:10 (pp. 36,38)
46. Absolutely no signs (p. 38)
47. Matthew 24:36-51 and the entirety of chapter 25 (p. 38)
48. The time of the destruction of Jerusalem (p. 38)
49. Unpredictable and totally unexpected, unaccompanied by 

signs to warn of its approach (p. 38)

Summary
50. They have failed miserably. (p. 38)
51. They refused to listen and amend their ways. (p. 39)
52. The Gospel of Jesus Christ that instructs every accountable 

individual what to do to be right with God (p. 39)
53. “Signs” by which to anticipate the return of Christ (p. 39)
54. Christian Jews (p. 39)
55. For achieving spiritual salvation (p. 39)
56. (1) to provide instructions to Christians so they can avoid 

physical harm from persecutors and (2) to provide spiritual 
salvation for non-Christians—which can only be attained 
via obedience to the message of the Gospel (p. 39)

57. The destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70 (p. 40)



The End Times182

CHAPTER 3 
WILL THERE BE AN ANTICHRIST?

1. 5 times; John’s (p. 47)
2. Revelation, 2 Thessalonians, and Daniel (p. 47)
3. More than one individual; he was then living (p. 47)
4. The article before and capitalization of “antichrist” (p. 48)
5. That a distinction is to be made between multiple antichrists 

and an alleged singular “Antichrist” that stands out from all 
the rest (p. 48)

6. Anyone who denies the Father and the Son (p. 48)
7. The deceiver and the antichrist (p. 48)

Daniel 9

8. The “70 weeks” prophecy; Daniel 9:24-27 (p. 49)

Verse 24

9. Christ’s sacrifice on the cross; Romans 5:11; 2 Corinthians 
5:18-19; Hebrews 9:26; John 17:4; 19:30 (p. 50)

10. The termination of Old Testament prophecy and its fulfill-
ment in Christ’s appearance in human history; Acts 3:24; 
Hebrews 1:1-2 (p. 51)

11. The public ministry and subsequent official crowning of Jesus 
as He took His place upon His throne to rule in His king-
dom; Isaiah 61:1; Luke 4:18-21; Acts 2:33 (p. 51)

12. By including all of these factors in the 70 weeks (p. 51)

Verse 25

13. 7 weeks, 62 weeks, and 1 week (p. 51)
14. The first two sections, that is, during 69 of the 70 weeks (p. 51)
15. A decree would go forth calling for the rebuilding of Jerusa-

lem and the reconstruction of the Temple that had been 
destroyed by the Babylonians (p. 51)

16. The appearance of the Messiah (p. 52)



Answers to Review Questions 183

Verse 26
17. The final or 70th week (p. 52)
18. (1) The Messiah would be “cut off.” (2) A “prince” and his 

people would come and destroy the city and the sanctu-
ary. The first refers to Jesus’ death upon the cross; the sec-
ond refers to the Roman destruction of Jerusalem and the 
Temple edifice in A.D. 70. (p. 52)

Verse 27
19. The new covenant; Hebrews 8:8; Acts 3:25 (p. 52)
20. The crucifixion; Matthew 26:28; Hebrews 9:15-29 (p. 52)
21. The validity of Old Testament sacrifices; Colossians 2:14; 

Luke 23:45; Hebrews 10:18-20 (p. 53)
22. The ruthless invasion of Jerusalem (p. 53)
23. To show God’s final and complete decree concerning the 

Israelite commonwealth—nearly 2,000 years ago (p. 53)

Revelation 13
24. The then monstrous emperor of Rome; He was responsible 

for unleashing horrible atrocities upon Christians of Asia 
Minor, in the latter years of the first century A.D. (pp. 
53-54)

25. 666; that which is sinister, ominous, evil, doomed, and 
defeated (p. 54 and Endnote 49)

26. The official governmental organizations known as the Roman 
Concilia that enforced emperor worship (p. 54)

27. It is unscriptural and unbiblical to identify the sea beast in 
Revelation 13 with some revived, future Roman dictator 
known as the “Antichrist” who is yet to make an appear-
ance in world history. (p. 54)

2 Thessalonians 2
28. Paul explicitly stated that he was referring to a person who 

would be the product of the circumstances of his own day; 
“already at work” (p. 55)

Verses 3-4
29. The Jewish rejection of Christianity (p. 56)
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30. The Jews; John 8:37-44; Acts 7:51-53; 13:45-50; Romans 
10:20-21; 11:7; 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 (p. 56)

31. The destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 (p. 56)
32. 1 Thessalonians 2:15-16 (p. 56)
33. The pouring out of God’s wrath (p. 56)
34. The personification of Roman imperialism (p. 56)
35. “Abomination of desolation” (p. 56)
36. The Roman general who introduced his idolatrous insignia 

into the Holy of Holies in A.D. 70 (p. 56)

Verses 6-7
37. The presence of the Jewish state (p. 57)
38. As another sect of the Jews (p. 57)
39. Temporarily shielded from the fury of the persecuting forces 

of Rome (p. 57)
40. (1) Christianity developed and spread and (2) gave the Jews 

ample opportunity to receive the Gospel and be incorpo-
rated into the Church. (p. 57)

41. The Jews (p. 57)
42. He gave them time to be exposed to the Gospel; Romans 

1:16 (p. 57)
43. He poured out His wrath on Jerusalem. (p. 57)
44. As a religion distinct from Judaism (p. 57)

Verses 8-10
45. It gradually grew greater. (p. 58)
46. He would come in judgment on the Roman power; Isaiah 

19:1; Micah 1:3 (p. 58)
47. The Concilia’s use of tricks and illusions to deceive people 

into worshipping the emperor; Revelation 13:13-15 (p. 58)

CHAPTER 4 
WILL THERE BE AN ARMAGEDDON?

1. One time; Revelation 16:16 (p. 65)
2. With figurative connotations (p. 65)
3. Judges 5:19; 7; 2 Kings 9:27; 23:29; 2 Chronicles 35:22 (pp. 

65-66)
4. Alamo, Gettysburg, Pearl Harbor, Imo Jima, Twin Towers (p. 66)



Answers to Review Questions 185

5. The sure outcome of the conflict then being waged between 
the forces of evil and the forces of righteousness (p. 66)

6. Indication that some future global holocaust would occur 
which Christ would bring to an end 2,000+ years removed 
from their suffering (p. 66)

7. The enemies of God and His people would be punished and 
go down in defeat, while suffering saints would soon be 
comforted. (p. 67)

CHAPTER 5 
WILL THERE BE AN MILLENNIUM?

Seven Contextual Factors

1. Must Happen Very Soon
1. “Shortly take place”; 1:1; 22:6 (p. 69)
2. (1) speed, quickness, swiftness, haste; (2) soon, in a short time 

(pp. 69-70)
3. They envision a brief period of time. (p. 70)
4. A brief length of time is intended with the designated action 

occurring in the near future; Luke 18:8; Acts 12:7; 22:18; 
25:4; Romans 16:20; 1 Timothy 3:14 (pp. 71-73)

5. Fuse together (p. 73)
6. An interval of hundreds or thousands of years (p. 73)
7. It would have been understood to be brief. (p. 76)
8. The oppressed, persecuted Christians were being extermi-

nated and they felt the cause of Christ was being trampled 
underfoot. (p. 76)

9. That relief would soon arrive (p. 77)

2. The Time Is Near
10. “being close in point of time,” “close at hand,” “things immi-

nent and soon to come to pass”; 1:3; 22:10 (p. 77)
11. That the book was written to an original, immediate audience 

(p. 77)
12. The seven churches of Christ in Asia Minor; 1:4,11 (p. 77)
13. A relevant message for a first-century audience (pp. 77-78)
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3. Tribulation and Kingdom Already Present
14. Tribulation and the kingdom; Revelation 1:9 (p. 78)
15. It was “at hand”; Matthew 3:2; 4:17 (p. 78)

4. Do Not Seal the Book!
16. Not to seal it; Revelation 22:10 (p. 80)
17. Shut up the words and seal the book; Daniel 12:4 (p. 80)
18. Because the fulfillment of the prophecies that had been 

revealed to him was hundreds of years into the future—far 
from his own day (p. 80)

19. The time of fulfillment was at hand. (p. 80)

5. Quickly
20. “Quickly”; “without delay, quickly, at once” (p. 81)
21. To insulate the meaning and application of the message of 

the Revelation from the misapplication which character-
izes the premillennialist (p. 81)

22. (1) “shortly take place” (vs. 6), (2) “quickly” (vs. 7), (3) “the 
time is at hand” (vs. 10), and (4) He repeats “quickly” two 
more times (vss. 12,20) (pp. 81-82)

6. Must Happen Soon
23. That the things revealed must come to pass shortly (p. 82)
24. The very comfort and reassurance they so desperately 

needed, deserved—and received (p. 82)

7. Signified
25. “To show by signs”; Revelation 1:1 (p. 82)
26. Through signs or symbols (p. 83)
27. It places a literal interpretation on the numbers, animals, 

objects, colors, and locations. (p. 83)
28. A book of signs, filled with figurative language and exagger-

ation, and not intended to be taken literally (p. 83)

Immediate Context
29. Revelation 20:4,6 (p. 83)
30. Victory over Satan vs. the thousand-year reign of Christ (p. 83)
31. Deceiving the nations into worshipping the emperor (p. 84)



Answers to Review Questions 187

32. A high multiple of 10, representing ultimate completeness = 
Satan would be completely restrained from deceiving the 
nations into worshipping the emperor. (p. 84)

33. Lesson their suffering, giving them renewed hope and cour-
age (p. 84)

34. The martyrs of the Domitianic persecution (p. 84)
35. They refused to worship Caesar or to manifest those marks 

that would identify them as having done so. (p. 84)
36. The Church of Christ (p. 85)

CHAPTER 6 
IS THE KINGDOM YET TO BE ESTABLISHED?
The Kingdom Exists Now
1. That the kingdom exists now and has existed since A.D. 30 

(p. 91)
2. Some of the disciples who were present with Him. (p. 91)

Isaiah 2
3. “Lord’s house,” “kingdom,” “church,” “house of God” (p. 93)
4. That the Church and kingdom are one and the same institu-

tion and came into visible existence on the day of Pente-
cost (p. 94)

Isaiah 9
5. Jesus (p. 94)
6. Establishing His kingdom and reigning on the throne of that 

kingdom (p. 94)
7. At His ascension (p. 94 and see verses in Endnote 82)
8. “He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne” (vs. 30); 

“Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God” (vs. 33); 
“Sit at My right hand” (vs. 34) (pp. 94-95)

Daniel 2
9. Nebuchadnezzar (p. 95)
10. In the days of the Roman kings (p. 95)
11. The Church of Christ (p. 95)
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Daniel 7
12. The Ancient of Days (p. 96)
13. A kingdom (p. 96)
14. At Jesus’ ascension (p. 96)

Matthew 6:33

15. Preparatory kingdom instruction (p. 96)
16. The Lord’s Church (p. 97)
17. Proper conduct in the kingdom which is the Church (p. 97)

Matthew 19:28
18. Baptism (p. 98)
19. The Christian Era (p. 98)
20. The Gospel (p. 99)
21. He is seated on His throne in heaven; Acts 2:33-35; 1 Corin-

thians 15:24-25 (p. 99)
22. The apostles are seated on thrones judging Israel. (p. 99)
23. The means by which Jesus could establish and nurture His 

Church; 2 Corinthians 5:19-20 (p. 99)
24. God (p. 99)
25. As the designated emissaries through whom Jesus enacted 

the “new covenant” (p. 100)
26. A vivid, figurative way to refer to the vital role played by the 

apostles in launching the kingdom and announcing spir-
it-inspired decisions (p. 100)

27. It was “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone”; Ephe-
sians 2:20 (p. 100)

28. Through their preaching and teaching (p. 100)
29. Via their inspired writings (p. 100)
30. John 12:47-48 (p. 100)
31. The Church—the Israel of God; Galatians 6:16 (p. 101)

 Luke 7:27-28
32. That the kingdom was on the verge of being established (p. 101)
33. The kingdom (p. 101)
34. Heaven or an alleged millennial kingdom on Earth (p. 102)
35. The imminent establishment of the Church of Christ (p. 102)
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John 3:5
36. (1) It was imminent and (2) He was imparting instructions that 

would come into effect soon after His departure from the 
Earth. (p. 102)

37. Water immersion (p. 102)
38. The body; 1 Corinthians 12:13 (p. 103)
39. The Church; Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18 (p. 103)
40. They are the same procedure. (p. 103)
41. They are one and the same. (p. 103)

Colossians 1:13

42. The kingdom of Christ; Colossians 1:13 (p. 105)
43. Two separate and distinct institutions (p. 105)
44. They are one and the same. (p. 105)
45. The kingdom had to have been established. (p. 105)

Hebrews 12:28
46. Mt. Zion, city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem, church 

of the firstborn, kingdom (p. 106)
47. The Church which Jesus built on Pentecost; Hebrews 12:28 

(pp. 106-107)

Revelation 1:6 & 5:10
48. The A.D. 90s (p. 107)
49. A kingdom; Revelation 1:6; 5:10 (p. 107)
50. Heaven; 2 Timothy 4:18, 2 Peter 1:11 (p. 107)
51. Christians who have been inducted into His kingdom (p. 108)

Revelation 11:5
52. (1) The premiere position that God intended the Church of 

Christ to occupy and (2) the international implications of 
God’s plan (p. 108)

53. Countries, nationalities, ethnicities, languages, and cultures 
(pp. 108-109)

54. The Church of Christ would be established during the days 
of the Roman kings. (p. 109)

55. People from all countries, nations, cultures, ethnicities, and 
languages (p. 109)

56. By obeying the Gospel (p. 110)
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57. Daniel 2:44 (p. 110)
58. All peoples, nations, and languages; Daniel 7:14  (p. 110)
59. People out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation; 

Revelation 5:9 (pp. 110-111)
60. (1) to atone for sin and (2) to establish His kingdom on Earth 

to spread the Gospel (p. 111)

Summary
61. The fact that God was even then achieving His eternal pur-

pose that His kingdom on Earth—the Church—would per-
meate, infiltrate, and extract from all the human kingdoms 
of the Earth those who were receptive to Christ’s invitation 
(p. 111)

Revelation 12:10
62. Satan (p. 112)
63. Old Testament Israel (p. 112)
64. Jesus; Psalm 2 (p. 112)
65. Jesus’ ascension and the immediate positioning of Himself 

on His throne to rule and reign over His kingdom, the 
Church (p. 112)

66. His goal to thwart God’s salvific intentions; (1) the attempt to 
kill Jesus as a baby (Matthew 2:16); (2) the attempt to sub-
vert Jesus at the temptation (Matthew 4:6); when Jesus was 
nailed to the cross (Colossians 2:14-15) (p. 113)

67. Genesis 3:15 (p. 113)
68. (1) A literal, physical battle occurred in heaven between 

Satan and Michael, or (2) the figurative imagery is intended 
to create an effect that presses the intended point. (p. 114)

69. The overall nature of apocalyptic imagery (p. 114)
70. A physical war with physical weaponry (p. 114)
71. God is infinite in all His attributes while Satan is not. (p. 114)
72. Engage in any sort of physical conflict (p. 114)
73. To tempt and lure humans away from the truth (p. 114)
74. Anything that God has not given him permission to do; Job 

1:12; 2:6 (p. 114)
75. A recapitulation of the first six verses (p. 115)
76. A picture of the devil’s efforts to destroy Christ, His ministry, 

and His people (p. 115)
77. The effect of Jesus’ birth, ministry, atonement, and ascension 

(p. 115)
78. Defeat and failure (p. 115)
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79. From providing redemption for humanity (p. 115)
80. Because verse 10 states explicitly what occurred as a direct 

result of this war in heaven (p. 115)
81. (1) salvation, (2) strength, (3) the kingdom, and (4) Christ’s 

power (p. 116) See also Figure 16 on p. 117.
82. That God worked out His redemptive will through 4,000 

years of human history to achieve atonement for all people 
who desire to access that means of forgiveness (p. 118)

83. He made it possible for all who have succumbed to sin to 
receive forgiveness, rendering Satan’s power to inflict spir-
itual death reversible and thus ultimately impotent. (p. 118)

84. Try to subvert as many people on Earth as he possibly can 
(p. 118)

85. The arrival of the kingdom of Christ on Earth in the first cen-
tury (p. 119)

86. Romans 11:33 (p. 119)
87. That the kingdom of God is already present on Earth which 

is the Church of Christ over which Jesus now reigns (pp. 
119-120)

Kingdom = Israel = Church
88. “kingdom,” “Israel,” and “church” (p. 120)
89. “church” and “kingdom” (pp. 120-121)
90. (1) They announced the arrival of Christ’s kingdom on Earth, 

(2) inaugurated the conditions of the New Covenant, and 
(3) went about setting into place the superstructure of 
Christ’s Church. (p. 121)

91. Only Christians; Galatians 3:29 (p. 122)

Jesus Is Reigning Now
92. Now; in heaven; since A.D. 30 (p. 122)
93. Heaven; angels, authorities, and powers; 1 Peter 3:22 (p. 122)
94. Rule over His kingdom (p. 122)
95. Exalted to the right hand of God; Acts 2:33 (p. 123)
96. That He is reigning and ruling now over His kingdom (p. 123)

Jesus Completed His Work
97. Return to the Earth; He has completed His work on Earth. (p. 

123)
98. The work which God had given Him to do; John 17:4 (p. 124)
99. Take Him by force to make Him king; John 6:15 (p. 124)
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100. When they tried to make Him king (p. 124)
101.   “My kingdom is not of this world”; John 18:36 (p. 124)

CHAPTER 7 
BUT WHAT ABOUT THE PROMISES TO ISRAEL?

1. That they are yet to be fulfilled. (p. 133)
2. It enjoins no such favored status. (p. 133)
3. They were fulfilled long ago. (p. 133)

Land Promise Already Fulfilled & Conditional
4. When Israel took possession of Palestine in the 15th century 

B.C.; Joshua 21:43-45; 2 Chronicles 9:26 (pp. 133-134)
5. God’s promise was conditional—contingent on their con-

tinued obedience; Leviticus 18:24-28; Joshua 23:14-16; 1 
Kings 9:6-7 (pp. 134-135)

6. A.D. 70; Matthew 23:37-38 (p. 135)

National Promise Already Fulfilled
7. In the returning remnant after the Babylonian captivity (p. 

135)
8. Nothing (p. 136)

Spiritual Fulfillment 
9. Predictions of the coming Christ to the Earth to bring ultimate 

redemption (p. 136)
10. They were spiritually fulfilled in the Church of Christ wherein 

both Jews and Gentiles are one in Christ. (p. 136)
11. That it is yet future (p. 136)
12. The Temple will be rebuilt on the Temple platform in Jerusa-

lem (pp. 136-137)
13. He will incorporate the Gentiles, in addition to the nation of 

Israel, into His kingdom (p. 137)
14. 2 Samuel 7:12-16 and Acts 15:13-15 (pp. 137-138)
15. A kingly lineage—not a physical temple building (p. 138)
16. (1) Jesus rebuilt the tabernacle of David when He established 

His Church in Acts 2 composed entirely of Jews; (2) The 
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“rest/remnant of mankind” were incorporated into Christ’s 
kingdom when the first Gentiles were converted in Acts 
10. (p. 138)

17. They were/are integral to God’s eternal intention. (p. 139)
18. In the momentous advent of the Christian religion on the 

planet—2,000 years ago (p. 139)
19. The significance of (1) the Gospel, (2) the Church of Christ, 

and (3) the Christian religion as the final revelation from 
God to mankind (p. 139)

20. Conform themselves to the preconditions that enable Jesus 
to add them to His kingdom (p. 139)

 
CHAPTER 8 

CONCLUSION

1. That all promises made to physical Israel have either been 
fulfilled or forfeited through disobedience (p. 143)

2. On the same basis and on the same grounds—obedience to 
Christ’s will (p. 143)

3. Divert people’s attention away from their daily responsibility 
to live obediently and faithfully now (p. 143)

The Bible View
4. See Figure 20 on p. 144.

What Does It Matter?
5. Contradictions and confusion, hampering a broader compre-

hension of Scripture and God’s redemptive scheme (pp. 
145-146)

6. The overall thrust of Bible history and God’s plan for human-
ity (p. 146)

7. The supreme importance of the Church of Christ and her 
critical role in the propagation of Christianity and the con-
version of people throughout the world (p. 146)

8. An afterthought, a temporary substitute or parenthesis in 
God’s prophetic program (pp. 146-147)

9. “Lord’s house,” “the house of God,” “the church,” and “the 
kingdom” (p. 147)



10.  A degraded status and fails to attribute to the church the 
central role that God intended her to fill prior to the Sec-
ond Coming (p. 147)

11. To bring the church into existence to serve the primary pur-
pose of promulgating the Gospel of Christ (pp. 147-148)

12. To anticipation of a physical kingdom on Earth; it disparages 
the present, inherent marvel of the Church (p. 148)

13. The metaphor of Christ as the Head and the Church as the 
body; Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:18-19; 5:23; Colossians 1:18; 
2:19 (p. 148)

14. Severs the body from the Head—relegating the body to a 
secondary, inferior status (p. 148)

15. (1) The death of Christ on the cross and (2) the establishment 
of His Church (p. 148)

16. They are biblically coeval and coextensive in their eternal 
import; Ephesians 3:10-11 (pp. 148-149)

17. (1) The blood of Christ purchased the church (Acts 20:28); 
(2) Christ is the head of the church; (3) His body is the 
church (Ephesians 5:23; Colossians 1:24; 1:18); (4) the 
church is His bride (John 3:29; Revelation 19:7; 21:2,9). (p. 149)

Summary
18. It is seen to be convoluted, concocted, and unfounded. (p. 149)
19. In the church; Ephesians 3:21 (p. 149)




