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AVID K innaman is the

president of the widely
known research organization Barna. One of his primary areas
of work deals with research regarding Christianity. In his book You
Lost Me. Why Young Christians Are
Leaving the Church…and Rethinking
Faith he detailed several of the main
reasons why 18-29 year-olds say they
leave Christianity. In his list of six
broad reasons young people leave
their faith, the third reason he listed,
based on the vast amount of research
Barna has done on the topic, is that
18-29 year-olds believe Christianity
is anti-science. He wrote:
M any young Christians have
come to the conclusion that faith
and science are incompatible. Yet
they see the mostly helpful role
science plays in the world they
inhabit—in medicine, personal
technology, travel, care of the
natural world, and other areas.
What’s more, science seems accessible in a way that the church
does not; science appears to
welcome questions and skepticism, while matters of faith seem
impenetrable.1
He further noted that the research

showed that 29% of 18-29 year-olds
said that churches “are out of step
with the scientific world we live
in, while one-quarter (25 percent)
described Christianity as antiscience.”2 He related the story of
a Catholic man named Mike who
became an atheist. Mike said: “It

was tenth grade. I started learning
about evolution. It felt like my first
window into the real world. To be
honest, I think that learning about
science was the straw that broke the
camel’s back. I knew from church
that I couldn’t believe in both science and God, so that was it. I didn’t
believe in God anymore.”3 Kinnaman summarized the research by
saying: “Issues of science are one of
the significant points of disconnection between the next generation
and Christianity.”4
At Apologetics Press, we have
known for over four decades that
this is the case. We have listened
to countless, heartbroken parents
tell us how their faithful Christian
children abandoned their faith in
God for the more “honest, intellectual” approach presented by modern
atheistic science. In truth, this tragic
problem is one of the primary reasons Apologetics Press exists. Furthermore, this issue should cause
every church leader, elder, preacher,
parent, grandparent, and church
member to ask themselves what can
be done. Let’s look at several ways to
approach the situation.
1. RECOGNIZE THE NEED TO

TEACH ON THE SUBJECT

Many people in the Lord’s
Church grew up without being
challenged by questions about
how science and the Bible interact.
Because of this, they do not recogR&

nize the fact that young people in
the Church today are bombarded
with information on a regular basis
that demands that Christianity
and science stand at opposite ends
of the truth spectrum. The simple
question that needs to be asked by
every congregation of the Church
is: What are we doing to help our
young people understand the relationship between science, the Bible,
and Christianity? What classes are
scheduled to deal with the subject?
What curriculum materials have we
diligently assessed to be the most
robust to deal with the issues? What
special seminars or video series have
we used (or plan to use) to help our
youth through this very serious challenge to their faith? If the answers
to these questions are, “nothing,
very little, not much, and we don’t
know,” then there is a good chance
that many of the young people of
that congregation will have trouble
with their faith because of this
unanswered challenge.
2. TEACH THE TRUTH: SCIENCE AND

THE BIBLE ARE COMPATIBLE

The primary sentiment expressed
by young Christians who leave the
faith based on “science” is that science and the Bible cannot both
be true. This is a false statement
designed by Satan to force our young
people to make a choice that should
never be made. You can quickly see
how sinister this approach is by
comparing it to other false dilemmas.
• Do you want to be a thinking
intellectual or do you want to
be a Christian?
• D o you want to care about
people and their rights, or do
you want to be anti-choice on
the abortion question?
• Do you want to love and be kind
to people, or do you want to
teach that God only saves those
who believe in Jesus?

E ach of these ideas is presented
as if only one can be true. When

addressing the question of science
life’s mantra was to “follow the
4. DOES MODERN SCIENCE “WELCOME
argument wherever it leads.” He
and the Bible, we discover that real
QUESTIONS AND SKEPTICISM”?
further confessed: “I reached the
science and a proper understandMany of the young people who
conclusion about the nonexistence
ing of the Bible always agree with left Christianity in Barna’s research
each other. Dr. Michael Houts, who
did so because they believed that of God much too quickly, much too
holds a Ph.D. from MIT and works “science appears to welcome ques- easily, and for what later9seemed to
me the wrong reasons.” Flew profor NASA, has written an excellent tions and skepticism, while matters
ceeded in the book to document
article on this subject titled: “True
of faith seem impenetrable.” It is
5
all
the philosophical and modern
Science is the Christian’s Friend.”
imperative that we show our young
scientific
findings that drove him
While most young people are taught people the truth about this false idea.
by secular education institutions The brand of atheistic, evolutionary to the conclusion: “I have followed
that science and the Bible are incom- science that is taught in most educa- the argument where it has led me.
patible, they have not been equipped tional systems today in no way wel- And it has led me to accept the
existence of a self-existent, immucomes honest inquiry. In fact, the
with the truth that shows this idea
table,
immaterial, omnipotent, and
exact opposite is true. Young people
to be false. An honest look at real
omniscient
Being.”10 How do you
science will always increase faith in need to be shown the truth that all think the atheistic, “scientific” comscientific discoveries and research
the Bible.
that even mention the idea of intel- munity accepted Dr. Flew’s concluligent design are rejected immedi- sion? In the preface of the book, Roy
3. NOT ALL “SCIENCE” IS EQUAL
ately.7 Valid scientific research that Varghese discussed the responses of
The quote David Kinnaman
calls into question the billions-of- those in the scientific community
included from Mike, the atheist, years timeframe of modern geology who once lauded Flew as a champion.
gives us insight into the real conflict. is dismissed. Scientific discoveries He wrote: “Curiously, the response
He stated that he started learning that disprove the Big Bang model to the AP story from Flew’s fellow
about evolution in 10th grade and
atheists verged on hysteria…. Inane
are “cancelled” quickly.8
that is when he realized that “learnIn 2007, the world’s leading insults and juvenile caricatures were
ing about science was the straw that atheist—Antony Flew—published
common in the freethinking blogobroke the camel’s back.” He equated
a book in cooperation with Roy Var- sphere…. The advocates of tolerance
evolution with science. Unfortu- ghese titled: There Is a God: How were not themselves very tolerant.
nately he was not given the truth The World’s Most Notorious Athe- And, apparently, religious zealots
don’t have a monopoly on dogabout the aspects of evolution that ist Became a Believer. Flew noted
6
several
times
in
the
book
that
his
matism,
incivility, fanaticism, and
are unscientific. Often the information that young people are being
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paranoia.”11 Our young people need
to know that the modern atheistic,
“scientific” community is extremely
welcoming and open to questions,
as long as you arrive at exactly and
only the conclusions that they have
decided are “scientific.”12
5. THEY WILL HAVE TO MAKE A CHOICE
While our young people will
never have to choose between real
science and the Bible, they will have
to make a choice. In today’s secular
culture, the majority of educators,
professors, politicians, and world
leaders believe and teach falsely
about the Bible and science. The
vast majority of university professors are openly atheistic and many
have made it their personal goal to
destroy the Christian faith in their
young students. Young people will
be forced to decide if they love the
truth more than error, and if they
are willing to stand for the truth
even when such a stand will cost
them something. The modern geological community has adopted a
billions-of-years time frame that
does not rest on robust science. If a
young person wants to be a geologist
today, he or she will be pressured
to adopt this same time frame, in
spite of real, scientific evidence that
militates against it. If young people
do not toe the modern “scientific”
party line, they may find that universities and jobs that offer geology
degrees and opportunities will not
even let them into their programs.
Ultimately, our young people will
have to choose between believing
the truth, and sacrificing the truth
because they want something more,
such as recognition, acceptance, academic advancement, or to be viewed
as part of the intellectual elite.
The New Testament gives us an
excellent example of this dilemma.
In the book of John, the author
presents many evidences that prove
that Jesus is the Son of God. The
miracles He performed and the
prophecies He fulfilled verified the
truth of His claims. So convincing

were these evidences that the text
says, “Nevertheless even among
the rulers many believed in Him”
(John 12:42). Their “belief,” however, was of little value to them. The
text continues, “but because of the
Pharisees they did not confess Him,
lest they should be put out of the
synagogue; for they loved the praise
of men more than the praise of God”
(John 12:42-43).
Our young people will be faced
with a choice: not the choice
between science and the Bible. The
choice is between truth and error.
Have we given them the foundation
that adequately prepares them to
stand for the truth when the rest of
the world pressures them to believe
a lie? As Jesus bluntly put it: “If the
world hates you, you know that it
hated Me before it hated you. If you
were of the world the world would
love its own. Yet because you are
not of the world, therefore it hates
you” (John 15:18-19). Let us not be
so naïve as to think that Satan has
infiltrated politics, sports, business,
and most media outlets but somehow has left modern “science” alone.
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Is Rash Judgment

SINFUL?
Jeff Miller, Ph.D.

Article In Brief...
Modern culture tends blindly to believe what the majority
of people or the “experts” say about a subject or about
others who have been accused of wrongdoing. Forming
our beliefs in such a way, however, can be fallacious,
is irrational, and is unbiblical. If we are as concerned
about truth as is God, we will gather sufficient evidence
before drawing conclusions about what to believe. We
will assume innocence until a person is proven guilty.

O

NE of the alarming trends

without question or, at the very
least, little question. Such behavior is to be expected as our society
moves farther and farther away from
valuing truth and closer and closer
to doing what simply “feels” right
to a person (cf. Deuteronomy 12:8;
Judges 17:6; Proverbs 12:15). However, that mindset is dangerous and
unbiblical. How so?

that has been repeatedly
highlighted over the past
few years in American society has
been the increasing number of nonChristians and Christians alike who
are quick to believe unsubstantiated
claims. If the supposed “experts” say
something, if the media reports it,
or if enough people believe something, regardless of the evidence
FALLACIOUS
for or against it, many will accept
it as true. Be it belief in a flat Earth,
RGUING that something is
belief in evolution or an old Earth,
true merely because a highly
disbelief in Creation or the global
credentialed person—an
Flood, “blind” faith in God or an “expert”—adheres to the position is
unbiblical religious doctrine, or a logical fallacy known as “appeal
the hasty attacks of individuals or to authority.”2 Historically, those
organizations by “Cancel Culture” considered to be the “authorities”
assassins,1 people are increasingly of a subject have often been wrong
willing to throw caution to the wind (e.g., John 7:47-48). Sound reasonand, like sheep, believe something ing would restrain a person from

A
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drawing a conclusion until sufficient evidence has been provided
to substantiate the conclusion.
Similarly, it may be true that most
scientists have bought into the hoax
of evolution, as was the case when
scientists believed in geocentricity or
that blood-letting was an appropriate prescription for curing ailments,
but the number of believers in a certain idea does not prove the idea to
be true. Does the fact that much of
the world throughout history has
believed in the legitimacy of sinful
slavery prove abusive slavery to be
moral? Arguing in such a way causes
one to fall victim to yet another logical fallacy—the ad populum fallacy
(i.e., appeal to the majority).3 What
the majority believes and what the
experts believe is irrelevant in determining the truth. The Bible warns
against making judgments based
upon such flimsy, incorrect reasoning (cf. Exodus 23:2; 1 Corinthians
1:26; 1 Kings 22:5-23).

T

IRRATIONAL

HE importance of having suf-

ficient evidence in arriving
at truth cannot be overstated.
In the field of philosophy, there is
a general rule that is followed if a
person wishes to be rational: the
Law of Rationality. It says that one
should only draw those conclusions that are warranted by the evidence.4 In other words, one should
only believe what can be proved and
demonstrated to be true.
Many within Christendom seem
unaware that Scripture endorses and
commands adherence to the same
obvious axiom. “Test all things;
hold fast what is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21). The Bible explicitly
prohibits having a “blind” faith (i.e.,
coming to believe something without adequate evidence). Scripture
incessantly makes the point that we
should come to a knowledge of the
truth based on the evidence that
has been provided to us. As did
(cont. on p. 68)
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the “fair-minded” Bereans of
Acts 17, God wants us to search
for evidence that substantiates a
claim before blindly believing it (vs.
11). Since many false teachers (i.e.,
liars) are in the world, He tells us
to “not believe every spirit, but test
the spirits” before believing them
(1 John 4:1). Unlike fideism (i.e.,
blind “faith”)—which pits itself
against reason 5—Paul believed
in establishing truth by reasoning from the evidence (Acts 26:25).
In fact, Jesus told His audience not
to believe Him if He did not
substantiate His claims with evidence (John 10:37). “Doubting
Thomas” was not in error for failing to have a blind faith. Rather, he
was in error for having been witness to more evidence of the truth
than nearly anybody who had ever
lived or ever would live, and yet
he still disbelieved, requiring even
more direct, observational evidence
than he had already received (John
20:24-29).
The “blind faith” idea is unbiblical, and that truth applies to more
than how one arrives at those religious views in which he believes. It
applies to how we arrive at any conclusion in life. “Test [prove—ASV]
all things [examine everything
carefully—NASB]; hold fast what
is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21).
It applies to anything which we
believe. Rather than blindly believing what someone tells us about, for
example, a religious idea or a person,
the Bible enjoins diligent study to
arrive at the truth, emphasizing that
most people will not be willing to
engage in the soul-saving, diligent
pursuit of truth that leads to life
(Matthew 7:13-14). To most, then,
religious truth will be forever elusive.

M

UNSCRIPTURAL

AKING rash judgments

about what we decide to
believe can be fallacious,
is irrational, and, most importantly,

is unbiblical. Besides the many pas- to such situations, God would
sages cited above that enjoin the
rather a wrongdoer “get away
necessity of using sufficient evi- with murder” than for humans,
dence to arrive at conclusions, rash with our limited knowledge, to
judgment about others violates the
punish an innocent person.7 The
Bible’s teaching about assuming
shedding of innocent blood is an
one’s innocence until he is proven
abomination to the Lord (Proverbs
to be guilty.
6:17). As He said through Solomon,
I n Deuteronomy 19:15, God, “to punish the righteous is not good”
through Moses, gave instruction (Proverbs 17:26). “Keep yourself far
concerning how Hebrew courts
from a false matter; do not kill the
were to determine guilt when an innocent and righteous. For I will
alleged crime was committed. “One
not justify the wicked” (Exodus
witness shall not rise against a man 23:7).
concerning any iniquity or any sin
I n Matthew 5:22-26, Jesus
that he commits; by the mouth of addresses how brethren should
two or three witnesses the matter handle conflict, stating in verse
shall be established.” Jesus re- 22 that “whoever is angry with his
affirmed the procedure in Matthew brother without a cause shall be in
18:16 with regard to how Christians
danger of the judgment.” In other
are to sort out their differences. words, a person should not allow
Paul re-affirmed the principle in 1 himself to think ill of his brother
Timothy 5:19 with regard to how if he does not have a legitimate—
members are to bring accusations
that is, proven—reason to do so,
against wayward elders in the Lord’s
else His disfavor is “without cause.”
Church.6 The implied situation, of
The “accused” should be assumed
course, is one in which an accused
to be innocent in our minds. We
person has either denied guilt or
has not even had an opportunity should “give him the benefit of the
doubt” and think the best of him,
to deny or confess guilt, and where
in
the same way we would want to
guilt/innocence cannot be determined through “diligent” inquiry, be treated by others (Matthew 7:12).
searching “out the matter” (Deuter- After all, love “hopes all things” (1
onomy 17:4; 13:14). The timeless Corinthians 13:7), rather than
assuming guilt. As society moves
principle which God implemented
farther
away from a Christian, bibthroughout Scripture, then, forces
lical
mindset,
we should expect to
His followers not to convict (either
in a court or in their minds) any see less biblical love to be manifested, including how gracious we
such individuals of wrongdoing
without enough legitimate evidence. are towards those who may have
Consider: based on God’s law, wronged us.
A Christian must be extra careful
what would happen in Old Testament court situations where only not to judge someone as guilty without sufficient evidence. It is notable
one witness came forward to accuse
that
under the Law of Moses, in
another person of wrongdoing? The
verdict for the person was to be “not court settings, bearing false witness
guilty” or, more specifically, “not against another (whether intended
established guilt.” Notice, then, or not) would result in the same
that it is God’s will that a person punishment for the witness that the
is to be presumed (or treated as) accused would have received due to
his testimony—including execution
innocent in such cases, even if
the person is actually guilty! In (Deuteronomy 19:18-19). Question:
is it important to God that His folterms of human action/response
R&

“But we wouldn’t want the guilty
lowers not rashly and incorrectly
person to go free, right?” True, but
draw conclusions about others?
Jesus, of course, was no stranger who says such a person will ultimately go unpunished? In the end,
to being unfairly and rashly accused
of sinful behavior. From condem- our just God will ensure that any
guilty person will be punished. In
nation of His eating with sinners
and tax collectors (Matthew 9:10- some cases, however, it is not our
11), to violating the Sabbath (Mark place to implement justice (Romans
2:23-24), to not encouraging His 12:19; Leviticus 19:18; Deuterondisciples to obey the elders’ tradi- omy 32:35). In God’s sight, if we do
not have enough evidence to prove
tions in washing their hands before
guilt and implement discipline, it is
eating (Matthew 15:2), to various
not
our place to do so. God’s rule is
healings which He conducted on
the Sabbath Day (e.g., Luke 13:12- that, if there is going to be error in
implementing judgment, humans
14; Matthew 12:9-14 8), to His
should err on the side of the innocent.
claims of being equal with God
(John 5:17-18), His jealous enemies
CONCLUSION
were quick to jump to conclusions
about His behavior and accuse Him
T is easy for us to be arrogant,
of being sinful and even blasphethinking that our personal judgmous. Instead of considering His
ment or opinion about somesound refutation of their arguments
thing is sufficient to establish it as
and the preponderance of miracu- “basically” true, even when we do not
lous evidence that established the
have all the necessary facts to wartruth of His message (Mark 16:20; rant that belief. We would, no doubt,
Hebrews 2:3-49) and proved God’s
acknowledge that others need all
sanctioning of His behavior (John the facts, but apparently not us. We
5:36-37), His closed-minded, irra- may not consciously tell ourselves
tional, hard-hearted critics would
so, but we pridefully, tacitly believe
ultimately kill Him due to their that our “exceptional” intuition
refusal to draw conclusions war- is beyond that of those around us.
ranted by the evidence.
We are not, however, omniscient. As
weak and fallible humans, we need
I n John 5 we find one of the
instances of Jesus healing an indi- sufficient facts to be sure we are
vidual on the Sabbath day, result- right and, even then, may still be
ing in an escalation of the Jewish wrong.10
What should we do, then, when
leaders’ hatred towards Him and
desire to execute Him. In John 7 we hear a negative story in the news
Jesus directly addressed their incor- or on social media about a politician, a suspect in a crime, a police
rect interpretation and application
of Sabbath regulations (vss. 22-23) officer, or a belief that seems to
and proceeded to get to the root of be held by “most” people—not a
jury conviction, but mere stories
their error: “Do not judge according
to appearance, but judge with righ- or claims? How should we respond
teous judgment” (vs. 24). Jesus told when someone is accused of sexual
misconduct by the media? What
His critics not to believe something
about when we see video footage or
merely because of how it appears to
be on the surface. Instead, humbly pictures that seem to prove guilt
at first glance (but which can be
acknowledge that some things are
doctored or spun to support a narnot as they seem at first. Then, dig
rative)? Should we assume that indideeper. “Don’t judge a book by its
cover” but, instead, get your facts vidual to be guilty—until proven
innocent, simply because the media,
straight before deciding guilt.
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an expert, or a friend said that the
person is guilty? Should a person be
considered innocent until claimed
to be guilty or, rather, until proven
to be guilty? Are allegations sufficient evidence to prove guilt? No,
a person must dig deeper, gathering
sufficient evidence to draw a conclusion. After all, “The first one to
plead his cause seems right, until
his neighbor comes and examines
him” (Proverbs 18:17). We should
never forget that Jesus would have
looked guilty to many people. His
actions were witnessed by more than
an individual with a camera phone.
Hundreds of people witnessed His
alleged “Sabbath-breaking” actions
and “blasphemous claims,” but since
they did not have all the relevant
facts, they were not in a position to
judge His guilt.
T he remaining option that is
available to us if we cannot gather
sufficient evidence to determine the
truth: stay out of the matter, postponing judgment about the person
or subject. Is it possible that many of
us have “learned to be idle, wandering about from house to house [e.g.,
through social media], and not only
idle but also gossips and busybodies, saying things which [we] ought
not” (1 Timothy 5:13)? As Peter
said, “But let none of you suffer…as
a busybody in other people’s matters” (1 Peter 4:15). Are the duties
assigned to us by the King of the
Universe not enough to keep us busy
virtually every moment of our day as
His subjects? Have we noticed that
the world around us is spiritually
ablaze and in need of the cleansing
blood of Christ that His subjects are
charged with disseminating?
Imagine how different the world
would be if we were willing only to
draw those conclusions that are
warranted by the evidence. What
if scientists did not blindly accept
naturalism, despite its popularity:
the unobserved, unproven, and
unprovable Big Bang, molecules-

to-man evolution, and a billions- nessed Him with their own eyes
of-years-old Universe? What if “working” on the Sabbath. The
they actually considered all of the
majority believed He was guilty, and
evidence rather than ignoring the
the religious experts/scholars whom
powerful evidence for God and bib- the people trusted had judged Him
lical Creation? What if politicians
as worthy of death. So, should Jesus
and government officials gathered not have been executed? Would I
sufficient evidence before making
have been among those in the mob
decisions that would affect entire
seeking to execute Jesus as well, or
countries and even future gen- would I have been like Nicodemus
erations? What if people gathered who recognized the need for more
sufficient evidence before rashly evidence before conviction should
making assumptions about others
be made (John 7:50-52)?
simply because of their skin color?
Bottom line: according to ScripWhat if people gathered enough
ture,
a person should be presumed
evidence about the situation before
condemning a police officer who to be innocent until proven to be
used deadly force against a citizen? guilty. A Christian should humbly
What if Americans gathered enough acknowledge his limited knowledge
and tendency to make mistakes and,
evidence before blindly believing
when
sufficient evidence is not availwhat the biased media and politicians claim about someone, pro- able to determine the truth on a subject, give others the benefit of the
ceeding to “cancel” them before
doubt. It’s what God expects.
they have even been fairly heard and
tried? What if Christians gathered
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Tempted in
ALL Ways
Like We Are?
Kyle Butt, M.Min.

Q

: Jesus was never married

and did not have to deal
with the temptations that
come with marriage.
There are many other things He did
not encounter while on Earth. How
could Jesus be tempted in all ways
like we are?

A

: In Hebrews 4:15, the Bible
discusses Jesus and says: “For
we do not have a High Priest

who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but was in all points
tempted as we are, yet without sin.”
While this statement is very clear,
sometimes we go through temptations in this life that seem to be

wholly different from anything He really was. Of course, Jesus coun- situation that we have experienced.
Jesus experienced. Jesus never had
tered with Scripture and did not fall He never drove in a car and had to
to deal with the IRS. While Jesus
into the sin of pride. Finally, Satan
deal with being cut off by a reckless
was on Earth, He never dealt with
showed Jesus all the kingdoms of driver. He was not tempted to overa rebellious child who was addicted the world and “their glory” (Mat- eat ice cream. And He had no babies
to drugs. Jesus was not bombarded thew 4:8). The Enemy promised
of His own that cried incessantly
by pornography as He walked the
that he would give these kingdoms
and kept Him up till the wee hours
streets of Palestine like we are
to Jesus if Jesus would simply fall
of the morning. All of these situtoday when we check our email or down and worship Satan. By pre- ations, however, have three things
innocently search the Internet for senting the kingdoms and their in common. Each temptation preinformation. How were Jesus’ temp- glory to Christ, Satan attempted to
sented to people in those situations
tations the same as ours?
cause Jesus to fall into the lust of the
involves the lust of the flesh, the lust
eyes and covetously desire what He
of the eyes, or the pride of life.
A s we look for answers to this
did not yet have. Once again, Jesus
question, we realize that each of us
This relationship between tempsometimes thinks we are dealing resisted the temptation. Thus, we
tations and situations can be illussee that Satan’s onslaught on the
with something that nobody has
trated in this way. One time a father
ever experienced. The Bible, how- Lord with his temptations designed
and son were walking through a
to appeal to the lust of the flesh, the
ever, explains: “No temptation has
music store looking at the differlust of the eyes, and the pride of life
overtaken you except such that is
ent instruments. For some reason,
summed
up
the
Enemy’s
entire
repcommon to man” (1 Corinthians
the son had been having trouble at
ertoire of temptation.
10:13). The Bible further clarifies
school with some bullies and the
this idea when it elaborates more
father was telling him that Jesus
about the sin we are tempted to
understood all about his problems,
since Jesus was tempted in all ways
commit. In 1 John 2:15-16, we
read: “Do not love the world or the
like we are. The son was incredulous.
things in the world. If anyone loves
He did not see how Jesus had ever
the world, the love of the Father is
experienced what he was dealing
not in him. For all that is in the
with. Just then, the pair walked by a
world—the lust of the flesh, the
piano. The father directed the son’s
lust of the eyes, and the pride of
attention to the piano and asked
life—is not of the Father but is of
him, “Do you think every song in
the world.” This text tells us that
We see this same categorization of
the world has been played on that
there are three basic categories into
sin in the tragic story of Adam and piano?” The boy quickly answered
which all sins fall. Every temptation Eve’s fall. When Satan approached that such would be impossible. The
that any person has ever experienced Eve in an effort to tempt her to sin, father then walked over to the piano
was a temptation to sin through the
she took a closer look at the forbid- and methodically tapped every key,
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, den fruit. Genesis 3:6 says, “So when
causing each to ring out its indior the pride of life.
the woman saw that the tree was vidual note. He then asked his son,
good for food, that it was pleasant “Has every key on this piano been
It is no accident that during the
temptations of Jesus, Satan pre- to the eyes, and a tree desirable to played?” The son then understood
sented the Savior with three oppor- make one wise, she took of its fruit the point. Even though every song
and ate.” Notice that “good for food” in the world could never be played
tunities to sin. First, Satan tempted
Jesus to turn stones into bread after would appeal to the lust of the flesh, on a single piano (situations), every
Jesus had been fasting for 40 days. “pleasant to the eyes” would appeal key on the piano could be played
to the lust of the eyes, and “desirable (temptations).
Satan attempted to get Jesus to give
to make one wise” would appeal to
into the “lust of the flesh” and use
While Jesus might never have
His powers to alleviate His hunger the pride of life. Satan still bakes
been in the exact same situation
his poisonous dishes with the same
(Matthew 4:3). Satan then tempted
that you or I find ourselves in, we
Jesus to prove that He was the Son three ingredients.
can know that the temptations He
of God by throwing Himself off the
With this understanding of sin, experienced that involved the lust
pinnacle of the Temple (Matthew we can now apply what we know to
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
4:4-7). Satan appealed to the pride Jesus’ temptations. The Bible does
the pride of life were the exact same
of life by daring Jesus to prove Who
not say that Jesus experienced every temptations we experience.
R&
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The Editor
Free AP Materials
As a non-profit organization, Apologetics Press has
always offered its products at prices far below retail.
Additionally, we have always made available an assortment of free products to the public. Of necessity, a
portion of our operating budget is dependent on the
sale of our printed products. However, since our objective is to get the Word of God out to the world, we
regularly find ways to get our materials into the hands
of people without charging them. The vast majority of
the materials we have produced are available for free
on our website. Consider the following:
• We offer free PDF-Books in which the text of our
printed books is converted to an electronic format.
We presently have 30 such books available for free
downloading at our website.
• We have on our site over 400 videos that may be viewed
for free—involving a host of topics and subjects.
• We have an online Bible class curriculum. All the
material for two-year-olds through fourth grade is
completely free.
• We offer three free Christian evidences Home Study
Courses—Introductory, Intermediate, Advanced—
each having 10 lessons as well as an answer sheet.
• We provide an “Other Languages” section of our
site that contains materials in eight languages:
Spanish, Swahili, Haitian Creole, Arabic, Chinese,
Indonesian, Romanian, and Russian. Look for the
“English” icon at the top right of our main page. Our
Spanish section contains over 700 articles.
• We offer free supplemental materials for our
recently released Flooded book posted on a separate

site that includes a wealth of teaching aids including videos, quizzes, science experiments, and much
more. Click on “Flooded Book Site” at the “Learn”
tab on our main page.
• Our Advanced Bible Reader (ABR) site encourages
Bible reading and the reading of Bible-related material, designed primarily for those in kindergarten
through the sixth grade. Parents and teachers can
monitor student progress and participate in the
effort to promote Bible reading among the young.
• From the ABR site, one can click on the AP/JR . icon
and encounter a host of free articles for kids, including articles from our Discovery magazine for young
people. Numerous videos can also be accessed—
including episodes of AP ’s children’s television program Digger Doug’s Underground.
• And, of course, our site is literally loaded with thousands of free articles for adults, including past issues
of our flagship journal Reason & Revelation.
Observe that the availability of these free materials
constitutes an excellent way to engage in evangelism.
One can easily point people to our site for easy access to
these materials. One can do so by email (sending a link
to one of the books), social media postings, phone calls,
letters, and word of mouth. We hope you are taking
advantage of these spiritually rich resources.
Dave Miller
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