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The word dinosaur comes from 
two Greek words: deinos, meaning 

“fearfully great,” and saurus, 
meaning “reptile” or “lizard.” 

THE MOST FAMOUS REPTILES IN THE WORLD 
ARE THOSE THAT NO LONGER LIVE ON EARTH. 

WE CALL THEM DINOSAURS. 

SINCE 1842, WHEN A SCIENTIST NAMED 
RICHARD OWEN COINED THE TERM, MAN 
HAS REFERRED TO CERTAIN EXTINCT REPTILES 

(KNOWN FROM THE FOSSIL RECORD AND HISTORY) 
AS DINOSAURS. 

THOUGH THE AVERAGE DINOSAUR WAS ONLY ABOUT THE SIZE OF A 
BISON, WITH MANY BEING EVEN SMALLER, CERTAIN DINOSAURS WERE THE 
LONGEST AND LARGEST REPTILES EVER TO ROAM THE EARTH. 

You might think that Apatosaurus looks very 
similar to the dinosaur popularly known as Bron-
tosaurus. The fact is, they are the same dinosaur. 

In 1877, the famous American fossil hunter, 
Othniel Marsh, found a hip and a few back-

bones from a dinosaur he named Apatosaurus. 
Then, two years later, he found the skeleton 

of another dinosaur and called it Brontosaurus. 
However, in 1903 a 
scientist discovered 

that 

ACCORDING TO THE RULES OF NAMING 
CREATURES, APATOSAURUS IS THE CORRECT 
NAME SINCE THIS NAME CAME FIRST. BUT, 
BECAUSE PEOPLE HAD GOTTEN SO USED TO 

CALLING THE ANIMAL BRONTOSAURUS (AND 
BECAUSE TO MOST PEOPLE, BRONTOSAURUS 

“SOUNDS BETTER” THAN APATOSAURUS), 
MOST PEOPLE TODAY STILL USE THE NAME 

BRONTOSAURUS.

APATOSAURUS

LIKE ALL ENORMOUS PLANT-EATING 
DINOSAURS WITH LONG NECKS 
AND LONG TAILS (KNOWN AS 
SAUROPODS), IT IS DOUBTFUL 

THAT THE APATOSAURUS GOT 
IN A HURRY VERY OFTEN. IT 
PROBABLY MOVED ITS MASSIVE 

BODIES ONLY ABOUT 2-4 MILES PER HOUR 
MOST OF THE TIME (WHICH IS ABOUT THE 

SAME PACE THAT A PERSON WALKS).

IF 
YOU CAN 

IMAGINE AN 
ANIMAL THAT WAS 

TALLER THAN A GIRAFFE, 
LONGER THAN FOUR CARS, 
AND HEAVIER THAN FIVE 

LARGE ELEPHANTS, THEN YOU 
CAN PICTURE APATOSAURUS. 

APATOSAURUS STOOD ABOUT 21 
FEET TALL, WAS ABOUT 70 FEET 

LONG, AND WEIGHED ABOUT 30 
TONS (60,000 POUNDS)! 

THESE PLANT-EATERS HAD LITTLE PROTECTION, BUT THEY WERE NOT 
DEFENSELESS. SINCE THEY WERE MUCH TALLER AND HEAVIER THAN 

MEAT-EATERS, THEY LIKELY WOULD HAVE LIFTED THEMSELVES UP 
ON THEIR BACK LEGS AND STOMPED ON AN ATTACKER WITH THEIR 

FRONT LEGS. (THIS IS HOW ELEPHANTS OFTEN PROTECT THEMSELVES.) 
ALSO, THEY MIGHT HAVE USED THEIR LONG TAILS LIKE MIGHTY 

WHIPS TO KEEP ENEMIES AWAY.
OTHNIEL MARSH

Brontosaurus  
was just an 

adult version of 
Apatosaurus.
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ABOVE:  Argentinosaurus vertebrae

BRACHIOSAURUS
AS ONE OF THE LARGEST ANIMALS EVER TO WALK THE FACE OF THE EARTH, 

BRACHIOSAURUS COULD PRETTY WELL DO WHATEVER IT WANTED. 
WEIGHING IN AT OVER 40 TONS, THIS 

GIANT COULD GROW TO BE 80 FEET 
LONG AND 40 FEET HIGH (ABOUT THE 
HEIGHT OF A THREE-STORY BUILDING). 
NO LAND ANIMAL LIVING TODAY EVEN 

COMES CLOSE TO THIS INCREDIBLE SIZE. 
THE BIGGEST ELEPHANTS ON EARTH 
TODAY ARE LESS THAN 15 FEET LONG 

AND WEIGH AT MOST ABOUT 11 TONS. 

CLICK QR code to watch a video 
titled: DID DINOSAURS EVOLVE 

INTO BIRDS?

Due to its colossal size, 
an adult Brachiosaurus 
(like most large sauro-
pods) probably had no 

natural enemies.

ARGENTINOSAURUS
IN 1991, PALEONTOLOGIST RODOLFO 
CORIA REPORTED THAT HE HAD UN-
COVERED AN EVEN LARGER DINOSAUR 
IN THE COUNTRY OF ARGENTINA. ES-
TIMATES ARE THAT THIS DINOSAUR, 
KNOWN AS ARGENTINOSAURUS, 
WAS OVER 120 FEET LONG, 29 FEET 
TALL TO THE TOP OF THE BACK, AND 
LIKELY WEIGHED 20 TONS (OR 40,000 
POUNDS) MORE THAN SEISMOSAU-
RUS. (JUST ONE OF ITS BACKBONES, 
CALLED A VERTEBRAE, MEASURED 5 
FEET, WHILE ONE OF ITS RIB BONES 
WAS 14 FEET LONG.)

SEISMOSAURUS 

SEISMOSAURUS
IN 1986, SCIENTISTS WORKING IN NEW MEXICO 

UNEARTHED THE REMAINS OF ANOTHER LARGE DI-
NOSAUR THEY NAMED SEISMOSAURUS, MEANING 

“EARTHQUAKE LIZARD.” SCIENTISTS ESTIMATED THAT 
WHEN THIS REPTILE DIED, ITS LENGTH MEASURED 120 
FEET FROM HEAD TO TAIL AND WEIGHED SOMEWHERE 

BETWEEN 60-80 TONS. 

Meaning “arm lizard,” Brachiosaurus got its 
name because of its unusually long front legs. 
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SCIENTISTS BELIEVE THAT THIS 
MASSIVE CREATURE REACHED 

WEIGHTS OF OVER 100 TONS (OR 
200,000 POUNDS)—AS MUCH AS 55 
AVERAGE CARS WEIGH! FOR NOW, 

ARGENTINOSAURUS IS THE HEAVIEST 
DINOSAUR ON THE BLOCK! [IF YOU 

EVER WANT TO TAKE A CLOSER LOOK 
AT THIS AWESOME ANIMAL, VISIT THE 

FERNBANK MUSEUM OF NATURAL 
HISTORY IN ATLANTA, 

GEORGIA, WHERE A FULL-
SIZE REPLICA OF 

ARGENTINOSAURUS 
CAN BE FOUND.]
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ARGENTINOSAURUS:

BLUE WHALE 
	 [largest found]
	 • 110 feet long

	
• 194 tons (388,000 pounds)

6 foot tall adult
[to show scale]

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 1100
Measurements in feet

	 • 120 feet long
	 • 29 feet tall 	
	     (to the top 	
  	     of its back)

• 100+ tons (over  
    200,000 pounds)

Crossword  
Challenge

WANT MORE? 
 CLICK THE 

QR CODE TO 
DRAW AN  

APATOSAURUS

1.  ___	 Argentinosau-
rus was uncov-
ered in Peru.

2.  ___	 God’s description of 
behemoth sounds very 
much like a sauropod dinosaur.

3.  ___	 Seismosaurus was much larger than the blue 
whale.

4.  ___	 African elephants are slightly heavier than 
the largest sauropods.

5.  ___	 The fossil record reveals that most dinosaurs 
were much smaller than Brachiosaurus.

6.  ___	 In 1877, the famous American fossil hunter, 
Othniel Marsh, found a hip and a few back-
bones from a dinosaur he named Apatosaurus.

7.  ___	 Pondering on the massive dinosaurs should 
cause us to consider the amazing wisdom 
and power of their Creator.

8.  ___	 The behemoth (of Job 40) had a tiny tail.

Scientists are puzzled about how creatures this large could 
have eaten enough to survive. They are not even sure how 
such a large animal could pump blood up to its head. Those 
who believe in evolution wonder what caused dinosaurs to 
reach such giant sizes. The fact is, these ponderings simply 

point us back to the amazing wisdom and power of the Cre-
ator. Evolution didn’t make Seismosaurus, Argentinosaurus, or 

any other reptiles from the past or present; God did! We can be 
sure that God neither had a problem feeding Argentinosaurus 

nor circulating its blood. Nothing is too hard for 
God (Jeremiah 32:17,27). 

CLICK QR code to watch a 
10-min. video on WHEN DID 
GOD CREATE DINOSAURS?

Across:

3.	 Heaviest of all known dinosaurs 

4.	 Comes from two Greek words mean-
ing “fearfully great reptile”

6.	 Day of Creation on which God made 
land animals and humans

8. 	 Largest known animal ever to live

9.	 Country in which Argentinosaurus was 
uncovered

Down:

1.	 Popularly known as Brontosaurus

2.	 Size of an average dinosaur

5.	 Coined the term “dinosaur” in the 
1840s

7.	 Had ribs “like bars of iron” and moved 
"his tail like a cedar”

“IN SIX DAYS THE LORD MADE THE HEAVENS 
AND THE EARTH, THE SEA, AND ALL THAT IS 
IN THEM " (EXODUS 20:11), INCLUDING THE 

DINOSAURS AND THEIR HABITAT.

ONE MASSIVE MAMMAL!
ALTHOUGH THEY WERE MASSIVE CREATURES, 
THESE DINOSAURS WERE NOT THE LARGEST 
CREATURES EVER TO LIVE. IT APPEARS THAT 

HONOR BELONGS TO THE BLUE WHALE.

BLUE WHALES ARE BORN BIG AND THEN BECOME ENORMOUS. BABY BLUE WHALES ARE 
ALMOST 25 FEET LONG AT BIRTH AND WEIGH AS MUCH AS A SMALL PICK-UP TRUCK (6,000 

POUNDS). THE CALF FEEDS ON ITS MOTHER’S RICH MILK AND GAINS A WHOPPING 200 
POUNDS EVERY DAY DURING THE FIRST YEAR OF ITS LIFE. BY THE TIME 

THE BABY BECOMES A FULL-GROWN WHALE, IT CAN REACH ALMOST 
100 FEET IN LENGTH AND WEIGH NEARLY 200 TONS (OR 400,000 

POUNDS)! THAT’S ABOUT 190,000 POUNDS HEAVIER THAN 
ARGENTINOSAURUS! 
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CROSSWORD CHALLENGE: Across: 3. Argentinosaurus; 4. Dinosaur; 6. Six; 8. Blue Whale; 9. Argentina; Down: 1. Apatosaurus; 2. Bison; 
 5. Richard Owen; 7. Behemoth. TRUE OR FALSE: 1. F; 2. T; 3. F; 4. F; 5. T; 6. T; 7. T; 8. F. 

BEHEMOTH

IS, IT SOUNDS VERY MUCH LIKE GOD WAS 
DESCRIBING ONE OF THE MAGNIFICENT 

SAUROPOD DINOSAURS THAT HE MADE ON 
DAY SIX OF CREATION. 

Though gigantic sauropods were not the norm for 
dinosaur sizes (since most were much smaller), 
they are very worthy of our pondering. Indeed, 
they should serve as reminders to humans of God’s 
awesome power and creative ability.

IN JOB CHAPTER 40:15-24, GOD SPOKE 
ABOUT A REAL ANIMAL HE CALLED “BEHE-
MOTH,” WHICH HE SAID TO JOB, “I MADE 
ALONG WITH YOU.” HE DESCRIBED THIS 
MARVELOUS CREATURE AS HAVING BONES 
“LIKE BEAMS OF BRONZE” AND “RIBS LIKE 
BARS OF IRON.” HE WAS SO MIGHTY THAT 
NEITHER RAGING RIVERS NOR THE WEAP-
ONS OF MEN DISTURBED HIM. “HE IS THE 

FIRST OF THE WAYS OF GOD; ONLY HE WHO 
MADE HIM CAN BRING NEAR HIS SWORD.” 
WHAT’S MORE, GOD SAID THIS AMAZING 
ANIMAL “MOVES HIS TAIL LIKE A CEDAR.” 

WHAT’S THIS “BEHEMOTH” THAT GOD 
DESCRIBED TO JOB? THE 

SIMPLE FACT 
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