‟LIVING FOSSILS”

and a Dead Theory
KYLE BUTT

THE TERM “LIVING FOSSIL”

Furthermore, living fossils show how the theory of
evolution changes so much it cannot ever be proven
to be true. Let me explain. Suppose your friend claims
to be able to run a mile in 8 minutes. You do not
believe that, so you challenge him to prove it. He runs
a mile and it takes him 10 minutes. You then tell him
you were right and he was wrong. He explains that
he really was right because he meant 8 minutes plus
2 minutes. You protest that he did not say that, and
ask him again how long he claims it will take him to
run another mile. This time he says he can do it in 10
minutes. He runs, you time him, and it takes him 11
minutes. Again, you claim that you are right and he
is wrong. He disagrees and says that he meant to say
it would take him 10 minutes plus 1. Looking at this
illustration you can see how frustrating that would be.

SOUNDS LIKE AN OXYMORON. YOU MIGHT
BE WONDERING WHAT AN OXYMORON IS.

An oxymoron is when words are put together that
sound like they are opposites or can’t both be true.
For instance, if you have a small giant or a jumbo
shrimp or a fast sloth, then you have an oxymoron.
A jumbo shrimp might be big compared to other
shrimp, but compared to many other animals, it is
still very small. So, why would a living fossil sound
like an oxymoron? A fossil is the preserved remains
of an organism that once lived in the past. By definition, it cannot be alive because then it would not be
a fossil. If that is true, then what is a living fossil? A
living fossil is an animal that is alive right now, but it
matches fossils that are considered by evolutionists to
be millions of years old. In many cases these animals
were thought to have been extinct. For instance, if a
Tyrannosaurus Rex were found alive today, it would
be called a living fossil. There are lots of examples
of these living fossils that you will read about in this
issue of Discovery.

that the animal has hardly changed at all. It certainly
has not evolved into another kind of animal. This fact
confirms that the animal is not evolving. In addition,
if evolution were true, animals should evolve into
other animals and cause the “less evolved” animals to
go extinct. When we find living fossils, however, we
see that they did not go extinct, thus adding more
weight to the fact that evolution is false.

Living fossils are a huge problem for those who
believe in evolution. First, they show that the way
evolutionists date fossils cannot be proven to be true.
If fossils of an animal are said to be 60 million years
old, and that animal is said to have been extinct at
that time, but then a living one shows up, the date
is now wrong by 60 million years. [Of course, there
never have been millions of years. The Earth is only
about 6,000 years old. The evolutionary time frame is
not even close to right.] If we know the animal is alive
today, could it be the case that the fossils considered
to be 60 million years old are much younger than we
were told? Absolutely.

Now, let’s apply that to living fossils. Those who
believe in evolution claim that animals in the fossil record went extinct when their fossils stop being
found. For example, there is a fish called the coelacanth that is a great example. It was said to have
gone extinct 65 million years ago. Then researchers
found several of them alive. What did those who
believe in evolution say? “Oh, well it didn’t really go
extinct. It is a living fossil. Meaning, we thought it was

NAUTILUS FOSSIL
extinct, but it is not, so we needed to make up a term
that lets us say we are right even when we are not.”
Let’s think about that. Any animal that evolutionists
claim is extinct, or that supposedly proves something
about evolution, could still be alive. If evolution is
really a scientific idea, then such information can be
used to disprove it. But instead of admitting the fact
that it is impossible to prove that any animal lived
millions of years ago, or went extinct millions of years
ago, or evolved into another animal millions of years
ago, evolutionists claim to know these things for a
fact. Then, when we find an animal alive that they
claim evolved into another animal, they simply call
it a “living fossil.” They are doing exactly what your
friend was doing. When we find living fossils evolutionists should admit that they were wrong. As a matter of fact, it would be much better to call evolution
a dead theory and admit that God created the world
and all the living creatures in it. “For in six days the
Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all
that is in them” (Exodus 20:11).

Also, if evolution were true, then animals that
are supposed to be millions of years old should
change over time. When we find a living fossil
that looks like the fossils of the same animal that
was supposed to be millions of years old, we see

COELACANTH
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SPOTLIGHTING

GINGKO TREE
According to evolutionists, Gingko trees were
thriving on Earth 240 million years ago—even
before many dinosaurs allegedly evolved. Interestingly, Gingko fossils are absent in rock layers
that supposedly represent many millions of
years, yet these trees are still alive today.

"Living Fossils"
ERIC LYONS

Evolutionists seem to overlook one very important lesson from living fossils: plants and animals can live long periods of time (allegedly millions of
years) without leaving behind fossil evidence. That is, simply because fossils
are absent in certain rock layers does not mean the plants or animals were
non-existent during the alleged millions of years it took those layers of rock
to form. It simply means that they were not rapidly buried and fossilized at that
particular location.

CHAMBERED NAUTILUS
The chambered nautilus is a squid-like mollusk that has a
spiral shell with as many as 30 chambers. (Some of these chambers are filled with gas and help the nautilus float.) Evolutionists
contend the nautilus evolved more than half of a billion years
ago—even before the first trees appeared (or so they say).
Fossils of this marvelous creature have been discovered in layers of rock that evolutionists (mistakenly) suggest go back some
500 million years ago. Yet, the nautilus is not extinct, but extant. (It’s still
living today.)
In truth, the chambered nautilus did not evolve millions of years ago,
but was created by God on day five of Creation (only a few thousand
years ago) and has remained virtually unchanged ever since. Indeed,
the nautilus is still a nautilus.

DRAGONFLY
Dragonflies in the
21st century are several inches smaller than their fossil counterparts (some of
which are incorrectly said to be over 300 million years old).
Yet, once again, the animal remained the same kind of animal (despite being smaller today). The fossil record bears
witness to the fact that dragonflies have always been the
wonderfully designed flying marvels they are today.

HORSESHOE CRAB

So what happened to horseshoe crabs during all these “hundreds of millions of years”?
The fact is, they did not evolve “from” or “into” anything. Rather, just as the Bible and real science reveal, horseshoe crabs have always been well-designed marine arthropods that have
produced after their own kind—ever since God created them during the Creation week.
Discovery • May 2019

Have you ever thought about how it really would not be a big deal
to find a dinosaur in modern times? After all, evolutionists believe that
various species of crocodiles lived many millions of years ago—even
back during the time of the dinosaurs. Yet, here we are.
Crocodiles are alive and well today. And they are still
crocodiles—nothing more and nothing less.

LAOTIAN ROCK RAT
This little mammal was once thought to have gone
extinct 11 million years ago and only known to us today
by looking at its remains in the
fossil record. However, only a
few years ago in southeast Asia,
Florida State University scientist,
David Redfield, took the first
known photos of this still-living
creature—the Laotian rock rat.

www.wikipedia.org (WolfmanSF) 2019 CC-by-sa-2.5

If you’ve ever been to the beaches of Florida, it is quite possible that
you’ve seen a horseshoe crab. These cool-looking, hard-shelled, blueblooded marine arthropods are alive and well in the 21st century. Yet,
their fossils appear in layers of rock that evolutionists say are more than
450 million years old.
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ALLIGATOR GAR
One of the more bizarre-looking fish in the world
has a big snout and large teeth, somewhat like an
alligator, thus its name—alligator gar. Of interest
is the fact that these animals are
said to look “prehistoric” and allegedly go back 100 million years in
the fossil record.

Once again, the living “fossil” looks
www.wikipedia.org
like its fossil counterpart. Why?
(Ghedoghedo) 2019
CC-by-sa-2.5
Because ever since God created sea
creatures to “multiply, and fill the
waters of the seas,” they have done so “according to their
kind” (Genesis 1:21-22). Indeed, animals reproduce (and
have always reproduced) after their own kind. Living
fossils only help to prove this fundamental biblical and
biological fact.
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On a Separate
sheet of Paper

A

Explain why living fossils are a
problem for evolutionists.

2.

Discuss one or more living fossils and
how they perfectly fit with biblical
Creation.

ACROSS:

Crossword
Challenge
1
2

1.

4.

A reptile that the fossil record proves
was living during the time of the
dinosaurs, and yet is still living today

7.

A hard-shelled, blue-blooded marine
arthropod that looks like its fossil
counterpart (which evolutionists
incorrectly say is 450 million years old)

3

10. A tree that (a) is found in rock layers
that are supposedly 240 million years old,
(b) is absent in layers that supposedly
represent many millions of years (after
its first appearance in the fossil record),
and (c) yet is still alive

4

5

6
7

8

9

10
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DOWN:
1.

A squid-like mollusk with a spiral shell

2.

A small mammal once thought to have
gone extinct 11 million years ago, but was
recently discovered to still be alive in
southeast Asia

3.

Fish with a big snout and large teeth, and
is said to look “prehistoric”

5.

Day of Creation on which God made sea
creatures

6.

A fish that supposedly went extinct 65
million years ago yet was discovered to
still be alive only in the last 100 years

8.

Day of Creation on which God made land
animals

9.

According to both the Bible and science,
animals reproduce after their own ____
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True or
False

Draw the
LIVING FossIL
On a Separate sheet of Paper

1. ___ Simply because fossils are absent in
certain rock layers does not mean the
plants or animals were non-existent
during the alleged millions of years it
took those layers of rock to form.
2. ___ Living fossils show that the theory
of evolution never changes and it is
always true.

Dear Digger Doug,
Why can’t we go to space? I mean like
Apollo 11 Moon Mission? PS–I Love the
Books!
—Promise Chara Bain, Idaho.
Dear Promise,
I always love to answer space questions.
The stars, Moon, and planets are so much
fun to think about and study. The fact is, we
can still go to space like the Apollo 11 mission team. People who train to visit space are
called astronauts. They often spend many
years getting their minds and bodies ready
to go into space. As you probably know, space
is very different than being here on Earth.
Special suits are needed to protect the
astronauts from harsh cold and hot environments. Also, gravity is very different in space
and people “float” around, unlike how we are
“stuck” on planet Earth with gravity pulling us
down. While some people can spend most of
their lives trying to visit the Moon or other
places in outer space, we have not figured out
a way to live there very long. That is because
God designed humans to live on Earth. Earth
is perfectly designed so that humans have
plenty of air to breath, food to eat, and just
the right gravitational pull. It is no accident
that humans belong on Earth. The prophet
Isaiah said that God “formed the earth
and made it…to be inhabited” (Isaiah
45:18). God loves us and made Earth
to be our special home. We should
thank Him for taking such great
care of us. Also, Promise, we are
glad you like our books. Thanks
for letting us know!
		

3. ___ Evolution is a theory proven, in part,
by living fossils.
4. ___ Those who believe in evolution claim
that animals in the fossil record went
extinct when their fossils stopped
showing up. (Yet, living fossils disprove
this theory.)
5. ___ In six billion years, the Lord made the
heavens and the Earth, the sea, and
all that is in them.
6. ___ Animals reproduce (and have always
reproduced) after their own kind.
7. ___ The fossil record proves that
dragonflies have always been the
wonderfully designed flying marvels
they are today (only they used to be
bigger).
8. ___ The theory of evolution changes so
much it cannot ever be proven to be
true.
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Coelacanth
ERIC LYONS

ON DECEMBER 24, 1938,

THE SCIENTIFIC WORLD WAS ROCKED WHEN
AN UNIDENTIFIED FISH, FIVE FEET LONG

local Indonesian fishermen were quite familiar with
this fish, as they had been catching them for years—
even though scientists were totally unaware they
lived in that region.

and over 100 pounds, was brought to shore in South
Evolutionists admit that the fossil record of the past
Africa. It was caught in the Indian Ocean near Mada“65 million years” shows no evidence of coelacanths.
gascar (an island off the eastern coast of Africa). The
Yet, we know they lived before “that time” (based
fishermen who netted the
upon the fossil record),
fish, having no idea of its
and we know they are still
proper name, called it “the
alive today. Coelacanths’
great sea lizard” because its
absence in certain rock
pectoral fins looked somelayers does not mean they
what like little legs.
were not living during the
Once scientists examined
alleged millions of years it
this strange creature, howtook the rock layers to form;
ever, they confirmed what
it simply means that they
was formerly thought to be
were not buried and fossilimpossible—a coelacanth
ized in those layers of rock.
(SEE-luh-kanth) had been
wikipedia.org (Haplochromis) 2019 CC-by-sa-2.5
Like all “living fossils,” coelacanths
caught in modern times! It was as shockshould
cause
everyone
to seriously question the
ing as if a living T. rex had been found. (After all, they
alleged facts of evolution, as well as the evolutionsupposedly became extinct at the same time.)
ists’ incorrect (“millions-of-years-old”) interpretation
Since 1938, many coelacanths have been sighted.
of the fossil record. The Bible teaches that animals
In 1952, they were seen swimming near the Comoro
reproduce “after their kind” (Genesis 1:21,24), and
Islands in the Indian Ocean. Another population was
both living and fossilized creatures prove that this is
found in 1998 off the coast of Indonesia. Surprisingly,
exactly what has happened.

ANSWERS
CROSSWORD CHALLENGE: Across: 4. Crocodile; 7. Horseshoe Crab; 10. Gingko Tree; Down: 1. Chambered Nautilus; 2. Laotian Rock Rat;
3. Alligator Gar; 5. Five; 6. Coelacanth; 8. Six; 9. Kind. TRUE OR FALSE: 1. T; 2. F; 3. F; 4. T; 5. F; 6. T; 7. T; 8. T.
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