AMAZING

BEAUTY

WHAT MIGHT THE WORLD BE LIKE IF IT WAS

CREATED BY SOMEONE WHO DID NOT CARE ABOUT HUMANS? WHAT WOULD THE UNIVERSE BE LIKE IF IT COULD CREATE ITSELF? WOULD WE EXPECT THE EARTH TO BE FILLED
with so many things that are beautiful for us
to look at or hear? No, we would not. Evolutionists have tried to explain how beauty
could exist if the Universe created itself,
but they have failed. Beauty is one of many
proofs for the existence of the loving God of
the Bible.

Beauty is all around us. We find it when we look
down on the ground and see tiny insects like caterpillars, beetles, and ladybugs. We find it when we
look up, and see varieties of flying insects, like butterflies and dragonflies. Insect colors usually come
from pigment (like ink) in their exoskeleton (their
“skin”) or scaly wings, as well as the effect that light
has when it reflects off of them.

Have you ever looked closely at the pretty rainbow
colors on a soap bubble? Have you noticed that the
colors on the bubble shift as you move while looking
at it? That beautiful effect is called iridescence (earuh-DES-ents). Iridescence happens when light strikes
surfaces that have several, partly see-through layers.
Butterflies, some beetles and snakes, pearl seashells,
fish, and peacocks are iridescent.

What would the world look like if a loving Creator like the One described in the
Bible made the Universe? What would the
Universe be like if such a God made the
Universe especially for humans? Like any
loving parent, God would definitely want
humans to have joy and pleasure while we

live our lives doing the things we are supposed to be doing. So the Universe would be
full of things that are pleasant to look at and
listen to. And it is!
What is beauty? When we think something
is beautiful, we mean that it pleases us to
see it or hear it. Have you heard the phrase,
“Beauty is in the eye of the beholder”? That
means that what is beautiful to you may not
be beautiful to me, but thanks to God’s love
for us, both of us can still see beauty everywhere. The shape or form of something can
be beautiful to us. Colors often play a role
in whether or not we think something is
beautiful.
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Beautiful Creatures
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WE FIND BEAUTY

King Fisher

IN GOD’S CREATURES EVERYWHERE—FROM THE SECLUDED

Macaw

rainforests of South America (Red-eyed
Tree Frogs), to the deserts of western America (Desert Cardinal), to the
jungles of Africa (Bush Vipers), to the
forests of India (Bengal Tigers). We see
beauty at the south pole (penguins), as
well as the north pole
(Arctic Foxes).

WE ALSO SEE BEAUTY WHEN WE

LOOK IN TREES AND THE SKY. ON THE LIST OF BEAUTIFUL CREATURES THAT GOD DESIGNED, MORE BIRD SPECIES PROBABLY

appear than any other kind of creature, thanks to the beautiful colors of their
feathers. Feather color usually comes from different pigments. The blue color
in birds, however, is not from pigment, but from how light looks to us when
Toucan
it bounces off the shape of a feather. The sky is full of thousands of species
of birds, and each species has its own variety. Believe it or not, male birds are
often more beautiful than female birds (unlike humans). Macaws, painted buntings, birds-of-paradise, keel-billed toucans, golden pheasants, and king fishers are definitely among my favorites.
Big Fin Reef Squid

Beauty Everywhere

Lyretail
Anthias

Besides the beauty in the sky and trees, we also
find beauty when we look in the sea and the depths
of the ocean. Like birds, much of the color on fish
comes from different pigments on their “skin”—
fish scales, in this case. Have you ever seen beautiful angelfish, like the Flame, Blueface, Queen, or
Emperor? You have probably seen a Regal Tang and
Moorish Idol on TV. Banggai (BANG-EYE) Cardinal Fish
and Mandarinfish might be my favorites, but some
prefer the Discus Fish or the beautifully pink Lyretail
Anthias (LIAR-tale AN-theus). If only one fish is so
beautiful with its shiny, iridescent scales that change
color depending on the angle you view them, imagine what a school of these fish looks like!

Regal Tang

Flower Hat Jellyfish

52

Beauty is everywhere
we look. We can’t get
away from it (even
when we want to).
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SOMETIMES WE EVEN SEE BEAUTY IN THE
NEXT ROOM. DOES A BEAUTIFUL MOTHER TUCK YOU IN AT
NIGHT AND MAKE YOUR BREAKFAST IN THE MORNING?

Beauty is not only found in God’s animals and humans. It is also
found in other living things He created—the plants around us. We
need plants to survive, since the oxygen we breathe comes from
plants. So God made sure that there are a lot of plants on the planet.
But with plants, once again, God showed His love for us in another
way. From the emerald green fields of Ireland to the rustic, Fall tree
colors of Tennessee, beauty in the plant kingdom is everywhere.
Where do plants get their pretty colors? As with so many of
the colors we see in God’s creation, pigments give them their
beautiful colors. Chlorophyll (KLOR-oh-fill) is the pigment
for green in plants, and other pigments add red, pink, blue,
purple, yellow, and orange to the plant “painting.”

If you think fish scales can be beautiful, compare
them to the many creatures in the ocean which can
light up. Some creatures have chemical reactions in
their bodies that make light. They are called bioluminescent (BI-oh-loom-uh-NES-ent) creatures. Several
bioluminescent jellyfish are found throughout the
world, like the Comb, Pink Helmet, and
my favorite, the Flower Hat Jellyfish. Squid
are also sometimes bioluminescent, like
the Big Fin Reef Squid.
DiscoveryMagazine.com
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Discus Fish

Cherry Blossoms

Bleeding Heart

On our list of the most beautiful plants on the planet, different species of flowers probably make the list more than
any other kinds of plants. Cherry Blossoms in full
bloom, Birds of Paradise flowers, Bleeding Hearts,
and Water Lilies are all breathtaking to see.

Water Lily

Birds of Paradise
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On a Separate
sheet of Paper

A

1.

2.

Discuss what you think the world would
have looked like if it was created by
someone who did not care about
humans, or if it “accidentally”
came into existence from nothing.
Explain what you think the Earth
would look like if it was created by a
loving Creator.

1. ____ Name of a beautiful jellyfish
6. ____ This illogical theory indicates
that all beautiful things evolved
by time and chance over millions
of years.
9. ____ Live in the forests of India
Down:
1

2

3
4
6

7. ____ The pigment for green in plants
8. ____ Happens when light strikes
surfaces that have several partly
see-through layers
A. God

F. Evolution

B. Bengal Tigers

G. Flower Hat

C. Iridescence

H. Red-eyed
Tree Frogs

D. Jesus
E. Chlorophyll

autiful jellyfish

4. ____ Female birds are always more
beautiful than male birds.

6. ____ The most important beauty to
have is reflecting the ultimate
beauty of Jesus (as you follow
Him daily).
7. ____ It is logical to believe that
our ears evolved the ability to
hear beautiful sounds.

2. ____ Live in the secluded rain forests
of South America

5. ____ The existence of beauty and
our ability to recognize it and
appreciate it are all indications
that He must exist

8

9
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3.  ____ The beauty of God’s creation
can be seen all around us.

8. ____ God is the Creator of beauty.

4. ____ True beauty is to reflect the
beauty of _______
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2. ____ Color has little to do with
beauty.
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Beauty

Love

Penguin

Creation

Mother

Tiger

Jesus

Macaw

Fox

Creator

Toucan

Butterfly

3. ____ Creatures that have chemical
reactions in their bodies which
make light

5

7

1. ____ Beauty is perfectly explained
by the theory of evolution.

5. ____ A person who does not believe
in God cannot logically explain
where beauty came from.

Across:

Crossword
Challenge

Word Search

True or
False

Down
2.
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I. Bioluminescent

Dear Digger Doug,
How big is the biggest nice smelling flower?
—Ivy, age 7
Dear Ivy,
I think I know exactly why you asked about big, nice-smelling flowers. In a past issue of Discovery,
we wrote about the biggest flower in the world. It is called the Rafflesia arnoldii, but it is sometimes
called the rotting corpse lily. You can guess from its name that it does not smell good at all. In fact, it
smells like rotting meat. Another huge flower, known as the Amorphophallus Titanum, also smells terrible, like rotting meat. The reason these flowers smell so bad is to attract flies, bugs, and beetles that
pollinate the plants. So, let’s not talk anymore about these stinkers. What about good-smelling flowers? The truth is, most all of the flowers that smell nice are much smaller than the giant stinkers. In
fact, it is really difficult to say which one is the largest. The Oriental lily has a large, beautiful bloom
and smells wonderful. Also, hyacinths have a big group of smaller flowers that grow together to form
a large bunch, and they smell great too. It is fitting that you would ask a question about flowers that
gets answered in an issue about how our amazing God created beauty in this world.
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Orion Nebula

TRUE BEAUTY
A PERSON WHO DOES NOT

BELIEVE IN GOD CANNOT LOGICALLY
EXPLAIN WHERE BEAUTY CAME FROM.

Evolutionists try to explain why beauty might sometimes be helpful in evolution, but they cannot explain
why all beauty exists. More than that, they cannot
explain how beauty could evolve, since there is no
known way for something completely new (like
beauty) to create itself. New things are always made by
someone—not themselves.
Also, why do you and I even see something
as beautiful in the first place? A flower is
not beautiful unless you see it as beautiful. So why do you see or hear something as beautiful? Evolutionists do not
have a good answer to that question,
but creationists do. A loving God
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From the microscope to the telescope, we see that
God “made everything beautiful in its time” (Ecclesiastes 3:11). Beauty is not only proof that God exists,
but proof of God’s love for us. Did you know that God
made you beautiful, too? The most important beauty
to have, however, is the beauty that we show the
world that comes from inside of us when we live the
way God wants us to live (1 Samuel
16:7; 1 Peter 3:4), reflecting the
ultimate beauty of the Lord Jesus
Christ, Who made beauty.

ANSWERS
ANSWERS

I

CROSSWORD CHALLENGE: Across: 1. G (Flower Hat); 6. F (Evolution); 9. B (Bengal Tigers); Down: 2. H (Red-eyed Tree Frogs); 3. I (Bioluminescent);
4. D (Jesus); 5. A (God); 7. E (Chlorophyll); 8. Iridescence. TRUE OR FALSE: 1-F; 2-F; 3-T; 4-F; 5-T; 6-T; 7-F; 8-T.
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exists who wants us to enjoy
our life and have pleasure. So
He gave us the ability to appreciate beauty.
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