


 WHAT IS THE ANSWER TO THE MATH 
PROBLEM 2+2=__? DID YOU KNOW THERE IS ONLY ONE RIGHT 
ANSWER TO THIS PROBLEM? THE CORRECT ANSWER IS 4. LET’S 
suppose that someone argues that the answer should be five, another person 
says the real answer is seven, and a third person claims the answer is nine. Just 
because some people disagree with the correct answer, that does not mean 
there are several correct answers, or that any answer is just as good as four. There 
is one correct answer and all the others are incorrect. 

In a similar way, we could ask, how can a person be with God and go to 
heaven? There is only one correct answer to this question. Jesus Christ said, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
Me” (John 14:6). Many people say there are other ways to get to God. Some say 
through meditation. Others say through the teachings of Muhammad (muh-
HAH-mud). Still others say by following rules in books written by councils instead 
of following Jesus’ words in the Bible. No matter what people say, the only way to 
God is through Jesus Christ.

In this issue of Discovery we are learning about the religion of Islam. One of 
the main reasons we know it is not from God is because 

it denies that Jesus 
is God’s Son. Islam is 
a religion that was 
started by a man 
named Muhammad. 
He claimed to receive 
messages from God 
that he wrote down 
in a book called the 
Quran (coo-RON). 
When we look at 
these messages, how-
ever, we can know 
that they are not 
from God, because 
they deny that Jesus 
is God’s Son. In one 
place, the Quran says: 
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ISLAM
and Jesus Christ

“Praise be to Allah [this is the word the Quran 
uses for God] Who has revealed the Scripture 
unto His slave…to give warning of stern 
punishment from Him…and to warn those 
who say: Allah has chosen a son, a thing 
whereof they have no knowledge, nor had 
their fathers. Dreadful is the word that comes 
out of their mouths. They speak nothing but 
a lie” (Surah 18:1-5; a Surah is a division of the 
Quran, somewhat like the Bible is divided 
into books). 

Notice that the Quran says that God does 
not have a Son, and anyone who says He 
does have a Son is lying. When we look into 
the Bible, however, we find that Jesus often 
taught that He is God’s Son. In Matthew 16, 
Jesus asked His disciples who they thought 
He was. Peter spoke up and said, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God” (16:16). 
Jesus responded by saying, “Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but My Father who is in 
heaven” (16:17). Notice that Jesus said that 
God had revealed to Peter that Jesus is God’s 
Son. That is the exact opposite of what the 
Quran teaches. 

Many other places in the Bible teach that 
Jesus is God’s Son. In 1 John 2:22-23 we read, 
“Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus 
is the Christ. He is antichrist who denies the 
Father and the Son. Whoever denies the 
Son does not have the Father either; he who 

acknowledges the Son has the Father also.” 
Jesus is the Son of God. One very important 
part of coming to God and being saved is 
believing that Jesus is God’s Son and being 
willing to confess that belief (Romans 10:9-
10). Sadly, the Quran teaches the exact 
opposite.

There are many religions in the world that 
teach different things. But the only way to 
be right with God and go to heaven is to 
admit that Jesus is God’s Son and confess 
that belief. The Quran teaches that Jesus can-
not be God’s Son. The Quran and Islam are 

wrong! Jesus Himself once said, “Therefore I 
said to you that you will die in your sins, for if 
you do not believe that I am He, you will die 
in your sins” (John 8:24). It is our prayer that 
all people in the world will believe that Jesus 
is God’s Son 
and obey 
His com-
mandments 
so that 
they can be 
with God 
in heaven 
someday.

JESUS IS  
THE SON OF GOD

LUKE 1:35

JOHN 1:34

JOHN 1:49

JOHN 11:27

MATTHEW 27:54

JOHN 10:36

MATTHEW 8:29

MATTHEW 16:16

1 JOHN 2:22-23
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MUHAMMAD?

MUHAMMAD 
WAS BORN IN MECCA, 
SAUDI ARABIA IN A.D. 570. 
His father died before he was born, and his mother 
died when he was six-years-old. So he lived with his 
grandfather. When his grandfather died two years 
later, he lived with his uncle. Muhammad’s childhood 
was spent like that of other boys of his own age, tend-
ing sheep and goats in the solitary seclusion of the 
hills and valleys surrounding Mecca.

At the age of 25, Muhammad married a 40-year-
old, wealthy widow named Khadijah (cha-DEE-juh). 
Muhammad was able to retreat from the hustle and 
bustle of city life one month a year to a cave in Mt. 

Hira, a desert hill a few miles north of Mecca. The 
month was Ramadan, the month of heat. It was 
at this location in A.D. 610 at the age of 40 that 
Muhammad claimed he received a revelation from 
Allah. The messenger of Allah who supposedly 
brought him the revelation was the angel Gabriel. 
Muhammad claimed that over the next 23 years 
Gabriel brought him 114 revelations. These 
messages (called surahs) from Allah were 
eventually recorded in a book named 
the Quran, which means “the read-
ing” or “the recitation.”

Within Muhammad’s hometown of Mecca is the 
Ka‘bah (KA-buh), a cube-shaped building that Arabs 
believe was built by Abraham and Ishmael. Muslims 
believe that an angel brought a celestial stone to 
Abraham, and that Abraham and Ishmael placed it 
into the eastern corner of the Ka‘bah. Allah then told 
Abraham to make a pilgrimage to Mecca. Over time, 
however, the Arabs grew idolatrous and used the 
building as a shrine dedicated to many pagan gods. 
Muhammad’s tribesmen were the guardians of the 
Ka‘bah, and hosted an annual pilgrimage made by 
Arabs from all over the country.

Muhammad claimed that one night as he was 
sleeping, Gabriel awakened him and told him to 
climb onto Buraq—a heavenly horse. The two of 
them then flew to Jerusalem—to the site of what is 
now the Muslim mosque Dome of the Rock. Then 
they flew up through the “seven heavens” into the 
presence of Allah. Here Muhammad claims to have 
received the instruction for Muslims to offer prayer 
five times per day.

Muhammad soon found himself in direct conflict 
with the people of his mother tribe, the Quraysh 
(coo-RY-ish). As the ruling tribe of Mecca, the 
Quraysh were the guardians of the Ka‘bah and its 
pagan religion. Since Muhammad rejected their 
religion, they began to persecute him. He eventually 
had to flee his hometown to avoid being killed by 
the city leaders. In A.D. 622, he fled from Mecca to 
Medina. This migration is referred to by Muslims as 

the Hijra (HEEJ-ruh) and marks the begin-
ning of the Islamic Calendar.

As Muhammad’s military strength began 
to grow, the Muslims fought their first 
battle with non-Muslims in the Battle of 
Badr. Though outnumbered, the Muslims 

were victorious, and 
reported that Allah had 
sent angels to fight 
alongside them. That 
same year, Muhammad 
claimed to receive a 
revelation ordering him 
to change the direc-
tion that Muslims face 
during prayer—from 
Jerusalem to Mecca. All 
Muslim mosques today 
have a prayer-niche 
called a Mihrab (MEER-
uhb) that points the 
direction of Mecca. 

 Throughout these years, Muhammad and his army 
engaged in many battles. He also added many wives 
to his harem. He led a final pilgrimage from Medina to 
Mecca at the age of 63. In June of A.D. 632, he died of 
an unknown illness.

Muhammad was succeeded by Caliphs (rulers) 
who continued his efforts to spread Islam. During 
these years, a major disagreement among the Mus-
lims resulted in a split. Some believed Muhammad’s 
successors should be family descendants of Muham-
mad. These became known as the Shi‘ites (SHEE-ites). 
Those who thought the Caliph could be chosen by 
the community became known as Sunnis.

In the meantime, Islamic armies invaded Syria 
and Iraq, Jerusalem, Egypt, Persia, North Africa, 
and Spain. In A.D. 732, Islamic forces crossed the 
Pyrennes Mountains and entered France. Armies 
that claimed to be Christian, led by Charles Martel, 
managed to halt the Islamic advance into Europe at 
the Battle of Tours. Islamic forces also pushed to the 
east of Arabia into India and to the edge of China, 
conquering Afghanistan and Pakistan, as well as 
parts of Asia. Eventually, various tribes from Turkey 
became the major force in Islam. They established 
the Ottoman Empire around 1453 with its capitol 
at Istanbul (formerly Constantinople), finally declin-
ing by World War I. Today, the false religion of Islam 
is reasserting its influence in the world—largely 

through immigration and terrorism.
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ActIvIty 

Pages

True or 
False

 1.  ____ Just because people disagree with the correct 
answer does not mean there are several correct 
answers.

 2.  ____ Islam is a false religion.
 3.  ____ Islam was started by a man named Khadijah.
 4.  ____ Christians should pray for and seek opportunities to teach Muslims the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ.
 5.  ____ Muhammad, the false prophet of Islam, was born in 1932 in London, England.
 6.  ____ Muhammad was a peaceful leader of Islam.
	 7.		____	Today,	the	false	religion	of	Islam	is	reasserting	its	influence	in	the	

world—largely through immigration and terrorism.
	 8.		____	Sunnis	and	Shi’ites	are	followers	of	the	false	religion	of	Hinduism.

 1.  ____ Islamic holy book that says 
Jesus	is	not	God’s	Son	

 2.  ____ False teacher who founded 
Islam

 3.  ____ The only Way to the Father 
in heaven

 4.  ____ The Arabic word that the 
Quran uses for God

 5.  ____ Sections of the Quran 
(similar to books) 

 6.  ____ City in which Muhammad was 
born

 7.  ____ The angel who supposedly 
brought Muhammad 
revelations from God

	 8.		____	City	to	which	Muhammad	fled	
in A.D. 622

Match, FInd, 
and CIrcle Dear Digger Doug, 

Why	Do	Birds	Have	to	Have	Feathers	to	
Fly? 
 —Davy Miller, Montgomery AL

Dear Davy,
Excellent question! Actually, feathers are not necessary for 

flight.	Many	creatures	can	fly	without	them,	like	bats,	flying	
insects,	and	the	extinct	flying	reptiles	called	pterosaurs.	Only	
birds, however, have feathers.

Each feather is designed to be strong but light weight and 
flexible	so	that	the	bird	is	not	too	heavy	while	flying	but	can	
still move through the air rapidly without its wings breaking. 
Each feather is made of a tough substance called keratin—
the	stuff	your	fingernails	and	hair	are	made	of.	If	you	study	
a feather, you will see a hollow spine down the middle and 
vanes on each side of the spine which have thousands of 
branches called “barbs” that form a net pattern. With a 
magnifying class, you will notice that there is so much space 
between each barb that when you add it all up, there is just 
as much air in a feather as there is the matter that makes 
up	the	feather.	So	when	a	bird’s	wing	is	spread,	it	covers	
a lot of space, allowing it to push a lot of air to hold the 
bird up and push it forward, but at the same time, be light 
enough to notfall.
God	asked	Job,	“Does	the	hawk	fly	by	your	wisdom,	and	

spread	its	wings	toward	the	south?”	Job’s	answer	was	surely,	
“No.	Only	You	can	design	the	bird	to	fly.”	But	in	spite	of	how	
amazing birds are, Jesus said, “Are you not of more value 
than they?” (Matthew 6:26). Thanks for the question!

G Z R E B S O A P I P V
R F Q I U F R W H O P I
D T O S L H F A T P Z N
Q H E B C J L K S P V K
M J A K A L K H F O E T
J E I T A W A W S Q A L
K A N F Z R Q S E M Z F
S L Z M U L E B W E H P
T B D S E G K G I C T A
G M D Q O D B P L C C J
I V U P U Z I E W A D D
X I Q H B R I N V H V R
W P B G A R A L A U Z D
G X Q O B M W N E M I P
D R Q A T Q M K Z O T C
Y E G V P G S A L W C M
T J V S D B S L D P Z H

FIll In the 
BIble Verses 

(NKjV)

1. Jesus said, “I am the ______,the 
_______, and the life. ____  ______ 
comes to the Father except through 
Me” (John 14:6).

2.	 Peter	said	to	Jesus,	“You	are	the	
________, the _____ of the living 
God” (Matthew 16:16).

3. “Who is a _____ but he who denies that 
Jesus	is	the	Christ.	He	is	________	
who denies the Father and the Son. 
Whoever denies the Son does not have 
the Father either; he who acknowledges 
the Son has the Father also” (1 John 
2:22-23).

1.	____	 In	A.D.	622,	Muhammad	fled	
from Mecca to Medina. This 
migration 

	 	 (A)	is	known	as	Hijra.	
  (B) marks the beginning of 

   the Islamic calendar.
  (C) Both A and B

2.	____	Denies	the	crucifixion	and	
resurrection of Jesus

  (A) The Bible 
  (B) Quran
  (C) Christians

3. ____ A cube-shaped building in 
Mecca that Arabs believe was 
built by Abraham and Ishmael

  (A) Ka‘bah
  (B) Rubic
	 	 (C)	Hijra

4. ____ City in which the mosque Dome 
of the Rock is located

  (A) Mecca 
  (B) Jerusalem
	 	 (C)	New	York

5. ____ Wife of Muhammad
  (A) Medina 
  (B) Sapphira
  (C) Khadijah

MultIple 
ChoIce
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A. Jesus
B. Surahs
C. Quran
D. Muhammad

E. Allah
F. Medina
G. Gabriel
H.	Mecca
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ANSWERS

Was Jesus  
CRUCIFIED?

  FILL IN THE BIBLE VERSES: 1. way, truth, no one; 2. Christ, Son; 3. liar, antichrist. MATCH, FIND, AND CIRCLE: 1. C (Quran); 2. D (Muhammad);  
3. A (Jesus); 4. E (Allah); 5. B (Surahs); 6. H (Mecca); 7. G (Gabriel); 8. F (Medina). TRUE OR FALSE: 1-T; 2-T; 3-F; 4-T; 5-F; 6-F; 7-T; 8-F.  

MULTIPLE CHOICE: 1. C (Both A and B); 2. B (Quran); 3. A (Ka‘bah); 4. B (Jerusalem); 5. C (Khadijah).

THE CRUCIFIXION 
OF JESUS WAS ONE OF THE 

SADDEST BUT MOST IMPORTANT 
events in the history of the world. When 

Christ was crucified, He took the sins 
of the world on Himself. Peter says that 

Jesus “bore our sins in His own body on the 
tree” (1 Peter 2:24). The crucifixion was so important 
that the apostle Paul wrote, “For I determined not to 
know anything among you except Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). The crucifixion 
helps us see that Jesus had power over death. He 
died on the cross, and three days later He defeated 
death and rose from the grave (Hebrews 2:14-15). 
If Jesus didn’t really die on the cross, then He could 
not rise from the grave. 

Sadly, Muhammad and his teachings in the Quran 
deny that Jesus was crucified. The Quran states, “And 
because of their saying: We killed the Messiah son 
of Mary, Allah’s messenger—They killed him not nor 
crucified, but it appeared so to them and lo! those 
who disagree concerning it are in 
doubt thereof…they did 
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not kill him for certain but Allah took him up unto 
Himself” (Surah 4:157-158). The Quran teaches that 
it only looked like Jesus was crucified, but He really 
stayed alive and was taken up into heaven. Therefore, 
the Quran denies that Jesus died, and it denies that 
He was resurrected. 

The apostle Paul knew there would be people such 
as Muhammad who would deny the resurrection. He 
wrote, “But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then 
Christ is not risen. And if Christ is not risen, then our 
preaching is vain and your faith is also vain…. And 
if Christ is not risen your faith is futile; you are still 
in your sins!” (1 Corinthians 
15:13-17). Christ was crucified 
so that His blood can forgive 
the sins of those 
who obey Him. 
Thank God for that!
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