The God-Approved view
OF ANIMALS
ERIC LYONS

WHERE WOULD WE BE

WITHOUT GOD’S GUIDANCE? WITHOUT GOD
AND HIS INSTRUCTION FOR MANKIND, WHAT

would we truly know about what is really right and
wrong, good and evil? How could we show someone
the “right” way to view the world and everything in it?
How could we prove that human beings have more
value than a pebble or a plant? The fact is, without
God’s revealed will, a sensible existence on Earth is
hopeless. As the prophet Jeremiah stated, “The way
of man is not in himself; it is not in man who walks to
direct his own steps” (10:23).

In this issue of Discovery, we specifically want
to discuss how humanity should view animals. We
want to look past how people feel about cows, cats,
and cockroaches, and discover what God reveals
about animals. Rather than “lean…on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him,
and He shall direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).
Thankfully, we can learn a great deal about animals
and man in only the first few chapters of the Bible. In
addition to creating all of the celestial
bodies of the Universe, including
(and especially!) Earth with all of
its land and seas, God created living

things on Earth on
days three, five,
and six of Creation.
On day three God
made all manner
of growing herbs,
grass, plants, and
trees. On days five
and six, God created all kinds of
animals—from
penguins to piranhas and from platypuses to porcupines. It is after God created all of the animals that we
learn a great deal more about them.
In Genesis 1:26-28, God said:
“Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness; let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the
cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created
man in His own image; in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created them.
Then God blessed them and said to them, “Be
fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it;
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the
birds of the air, and over every living thing that
moves on the earth.”

we will not have a proper view (that is, God’s view!)
about man and his relationship with animals.
In addition to teaching that man is to rule over
the animal kingdom, Genesis 1:26-28 reveals that
God made man and woman in His image, after His
likeness. Since God is spirit (John 4:24), and we are
made in His image, there must be a part of us that
is spirit, too. In fact, Hebrews 12:9 refers to God as
the “Father of spirits.” Unlike plants and animals, a
human being is really a spiritual soul with a physical body. When a person dies, his or her immortal
soul departs the old body and enters the unending
afterlife (Genesis 35:18).

When animals die, their bodies decay; there is no
part of them that lives on. When humans die, our
bodies decay and return to the Earth, but our souls
live forever (Ecclesiastes 12:7). The Bible refers to
Adam, the first man, as the “son of God” (Luke 3:38),
and to mankind in general as “the offspring of God”
(Acts 17:29). No animal was ever described by God
with such splendid language. God “crowned him
[mankind] with glory and honor,” and He made “him
to have dominion over…all sheep and oxen—even
the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish
of the sea” (Psalm 8:5-8).

Further indications of the major differences
between humans and animals can be found in the
next few chapters of Genesis. After Adam and Eve
sinned, the Scriptures imply that God killed one or
more animals in order to make “tunics of skin” to
properly clothe the first couple (3:21). In Genesis 8,
we learn that the Lord was pleased with Noah for
taking at least one of every clean animal from the ark
and offering them as burnt offerings to the Lord (vss.
20-21). Then, in the next chapter, we learn that God
told Noah and his family that all of the beasts, birds,
and fish “are given into your hand. Every moving
thing that lives shall be food for you. I have given you
all things, even as the green herbs” (Genesis 9:2-3).
Animals are certainly marvelous creations of
God. In Discovery, we often highlight their amazing
abilities, which demand a Designer. With that said,
however, we must keep a proper, God-approved
perspective of animals. We certainly are to be good
stewards of all that God has created, but with animals, this often involves possessing them (Genesis
4:2,4), working them (Exodus 20:10), riding them
(Luke 19:34-36), and, yes, even killing them for necessary food and clothing—all of which is graciously
permitted by the Creator and Sustainer of life.

What God says about mankind in these three verses
is extremely important. If we miss this teaching,
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WHICH WOULD YOU SAVE:

ness of God. Animals are not made in God’s image.
That means they do not make moral decisions, they
cannot sin, and they do not have an immortal soul
that lives after they die.

Your Dog or a Stranger?

So, which life does God value more: your dog’s
life or the older human stranger? The Bible is clear
that God values every human life over all animal life.
Humans are made in God’s image, and that means
they are much more important than any and every
animal in the world, even if it is our own dog or cat.
The value of a single human soul is worth more than
all the animals in the entire world (Matthew 16:26).
Let’s make sure
that we learn to
value the same
things God
does, and that
we recognize
that all human
life is more
valuable than
animal life.

KYLE BUTT

He said that after Jesus came to Earth, some people
would teach that certain animals were unclean and
could not be eaten. But God insisted that “every
creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused
if it is received with thanksgiving” (1 Timothy 4:4).

SUPPOSE YOU ARE STANDING

ON A PIER BY A LAKE AND YOU SEE YOUR
DOG DROWNING. IT HAS A HURT LEG AND

it cannot swim. At the same time, you look and see
that an older man has fallen into the lake and is
drowning. He is a stranger and he looks really old.
You have one life preserver that you can throw to
either your dog or the older stranger. The one you
throw the life preserver to will live; the other one will
drown. Which one do you save? [Please stop reading
right now and write down which one you think you
would save. Then
explain why you
made that choice.
After you have
done that, continue reading.]
What I have
just described is
something called
a “moral dilemma.”
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The word “moral” means making decisions
about what is right and what is wrong. The word
“dilemma” means that you are torn between the
two options, because there are some things about
both choices that are troubling. What the moral
dilemma is trying to get you to see is what you
value most. Do you value the life of your own dog
more, or do you value the life of a human stranger
more? What we really need to ask, however, is
which one of these two God values more. Our values should be the same as God’s values. Therefore,
if we can find out which one God values the most,
then our question will be answered.
The truth is, God has told us exactly which life He
values the most. After the Flood, God gave Noah’s
family permission to kill and eat every kind of animal
in the world. That would include dogs, cats, pigs,
horses, guinea pigs, hamsters, parakeets, rabbits,
and sugar gliders. God said to Noah, “Every moving
thing that lives shall be food for you. I have given
you all things, even as the green herbs” (Genesis
9:3). In the New Testament, God repeated this idea.
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It may seem odd to you that God says it is fine to
eat dogs. That may be disgusting to you. Since many
of us have pet dogs, we may think that dogs are
“pets,” not food. But having dogs as pets is a cultural
idea. By that we mean that different cultures view
dogs in different ways, as they do other animals. For
instance, what do you think about cockroaches?
Do they sound like pets to you? Probably not. And
you probably have no problem squishing one with
your shoe. But did you know that many people have
Madagascar hissing cockroaches as pets? And what
about eating beef, such as a steak or hamburger?
Does God allow us to do that? Certainly. Yet, there
are many people in the nation of India who believe
it is sinful to kill a cow. The point is this: God allows
us to kill and eat every kind of animal in the
world. Just because certain cultures call some
animals pets or value certain animals, that does
not change how God views them. The ancient
Egyptians worshiped cats, but God did not value
cats over other animals, and He said they could
be eaten just like sheep or cows.
In Genesis 9:3, God said all animals could be
used as food, but He made it clear that human life
is very different. He stated, “Whoever sheds
man’s blood, by man his blood shall be
shed; for in the image of God He made
man” (Genesis 9:6). Notice that
God values human life
above animal life,
because humans
are made in the
image and like		

DiscoveryMagazine.com
© COPYRIGHT, APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC., 2018, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

January 2018 • Discovery

5

ty
I
t
I
v
c
e
Pag s

On a Separate
sheet of Paper

A

1.
2.

1. ____ The Bible
teaches that
animals have souls.

True or
False

2. ____ God allows human beings to kill and eat only
certain animals.

Discuss how to go about showing
someone the “right” way to view the
world and everything in it.

3. ____ While there is nothing wrong with caring for
animals in various ways, helping animals is not
as important as helping people.

Explain why human beings have more
value than animals.

4.  ____ Animals are not made in God’s image, and
Christ did not die to save them.
5. ____ Human beings evolved from animals.
6. ____ We can learn a great deal about animals and
man in the book of Genesis.
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A. Adam
B. God
C. Moral
D. Dilemma
E. Mankind
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8. ____ God values human life above animal life,
because humans are made in the image and
likeness of God.
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7. ____ Adam and Eve evolved from apes.

K

C
K

F. Noah
G. Jesus
H. Eve
I. Living Things

1. _____ What God made on days
three, five, and six of
Creation
2. _____ Of everything God created
in the Universe, what is said
to be made in God’s image?

(NKjV)

I REALLY WANT TO HEAR

1.

3. _____ The first man
4. _____ The Father of spirits
5. _____ Died for the souls of men,
not animals

2.

6. _____ The first woman
7. _____ Making decisions about what
is right and what is wrong
8. _____ To whom God said, “Every
moving thing that lives shall
be food for you. I have given
you all things, even as the
green herbs.”
9. _____ Torn between two options,
because there are some
things about both choices
that are troubling
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Dear KIds,

“The way of man is _____
in himself; it is not in
_____ who walks to direct
his own steps” (Jeremiah
10:23).

FROM YOU THIS YEAR.
PLEASE SEND ME
YOUR QUESTIONS
TO THE FOLLOWING

“Trust in the ______ with
all your heart, and lean not on
your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge Him, and
____ shall direct your paths”
(Proverbs 3:5-6).

ADDRESS:
230 LANDMARK DRIVE
MONTGOMERY, AL 36117

3.

“______ moving thing that lives
shall be food for you. I have given
you _____ things, even as the green
herbs” (Genesis 9:2-3).

4.

“Every _______ of God is good, and
_________ is to be refused if it is
received with thanksgiving” (1 Timothy
4:4).
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Helping Animals is Not the Same as
Helping People
KYLE BUTT
God wants us to help
other people who are
OR READ STORIES ABOUT YOUNG PEOPLE
poor and needy. He
WHO WANT TO HELP THEIR COMMUNITIES. never tells us to help
The way some of them have chosen to help is by vol- animals in this way.
unteering their time to feed and take care of animals
You see, when you
at the pet shelter. I have even heard of some kids
help a person, you
who donate all their Christmas money to buy chew
are helping someone
toys for animals. While there is nothing wrong with
who is made in the
this, we need to understand that helping animals is
image of God. You
not the same as helping people.
are helping some-

RECENTLY I HAVE HEARD

In the New Testament, God tells Christians to take
care of widows and orphans (James 1:27). Jesus also
explained that any time we help someone who is
hungry, thirsty, or in need of clothes or a place to
stay, then it is as if we are being kind to Jesus (Matthew 25:34-40).
Jesus told the
story of the Good
Samaritan and
showed us that
our “neighbor”
is anyone who
needs our help
(Luke 10:30-37).
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one whom Christ died to save and who is valuable
because that person is a human. But animals are
not made in God’s image and Christ did not die to
save them. Animals are not people. While it might
be fine to spend your time volunteering at an animal shelter, it would be much better to spend your
time helping at a soup kitchen that feeds homeless
people or a nursing home for older folks. Wouldn’t it
be much better to use your resources, such as Christmas money or birthday money, to help children who
are orphans than it would be to buy chew toys for
animals? When God tells us to help the “poor and
needy,” He is talking about people who are made in
His image, not animals.

YearlySubscription
Subscription
Fees
U.S.Funds
FundsOnly
Only••United
UnitedStates
Statesof
ofAmerica
America: :Individual
Individualrate
rate: :$14
$14each
each••Bulk
Bulk rate
rate ((at
at least
least 55 to
tosame
sameaddress
address):):$10.50
$12 each.
Yearly
Fees
inin
U.S.
each.
Club rate
least
to different
addresses
paid
together
• Homeschool
discount
10%
off rates
above rates
Club
10 to different
address
paid
together
• Homeschool
discount
10% off
above
(atrate
): )$12
(at10least
: $12each

Discovery • January 2018

DiscoveryMagazine.com
© COPYRIGHT, APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC., 2018, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

