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To WASHINGTON We Go

IN THE COURSE OF MY LIFE 
AS A PREACHER AND APOLOGIST, I HAVE BEEN 
ABLE TO TRAVEL ALL AROUND THE WORLD. I HAVE 
traveled to Russia and Ukraine, Austria and Amsterdam, 
Panama and Peru. But one of my favorite places in the world 
to visit is Washington, D.C. Last month I went with my son’s 

eighth grade class to our nation’s capital. Our trip 
only lasted a few days, so there was no way we 
could see everything. But we did get to see the 
Washington Monument, Lincoln Memorial, Jeffer-
son Memorial, National Archives Building, Capitol 
Building, Museum of Natural History, as well as 
many other significant memorials and attractions. 

One of the most interesting things about the 
Capitol is the fact that our country’s Founding 
Fathers had a strong belief in God and His Word. 
It is sad to say, however, that in many schools and 
public places, people are trying to take “God” out 

of things. In some schools, the Ten Commandments cannot be 
posted, students cannot lead prayers, and Bibles cannot be read. 
But that is not how our country started or was supposed to be. In 
fact, our trip to Washington helped us see that the United States 
of America was founded on principles taught in the Bible, and 
many of the monuments and exhibits prove this fact. 

For instance, the Washington Monument is the tallest struc-
ture in the Capitol. On the very tip of it there is a 100 oz. alumi-
num triangle with writing on four of its sides. On one side, the 
phrase Laus Deo is inscribed. This phrase is Latin and means 
“Praise be to God.” Isn’t it interesting that in a country which 
seems to be trying to erase God from many places such as 
schools and courtrooms, at the very tip of the highest structure 
in the nation’s Capitol, it says that praise should be given to 
God? We should let such monuments remind us that our nation 
was founded on the idea of God, and if we forget that fact, our 
nation will have trouble. The writer of Psalm nine said: “The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget 
God” (vs. 17).

IF YOU GO TO WASHINGTON, 
D.C. AND LOOK CLOSELY, YOU WILL FIND 
THAT REFERENCES TO GOD AND THE BIBLE 
are all over the place. The Jefferson Memorial is a 
good example. It is a beautiful circular building with 

huge marble columns. In the center stands 
a large statue of Thomas Jefferson. On the 
walls of the building, huge blocks of writing 
surround the statue in the center. When you 
begin to read the writing, it quickly 
becomes apparent that Thomas 
Jefferson believed in God. 

His belief in God caused him to 
make many very important deci-
sions. For instance, on the wall 
to the right of the statue, this 
statement made by Jefferson is 
engraved: “God Who gave us life 
gave us liberty. Can the liberties 
of a nation be secure when we 
have removed a conviction that 
these liberties are the gift of God?” Thomas Jeffer-
son understood that our freedom is a gift from God. 

He also understood that if we forget that this 
gift comes from God, then we will lose our 

freedoms. 

GOD is Everywhere...In
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Not far from the Jefferson Memorial stands the 
Lincoln Memorial. Directly in the center of it there is 
a beautiful marble statue of Abraham Lincoln. He is 
sitting down, and his large marble feet and hands 

tower above the visitors. 
My son and I were there 
at night, and hundreds of 
students in school groups 
and other tourists were 
coming in and going out. 
This monument is one of 
D.C.’s most visited attrac-

tions. On either side of Lincoln’s statue, writings 
and statements he made are engraved in huge 
letters on the walls. In these speeches and writ-
ings, Lincoln repeatedly quoted Scripture, men-
tioned God, and talked about things in the Bible. 
For instance, he said: “As was said three thousand 

years ago, so still it must be said 
‘The judgments of the 

Lord are true and righteous alto-
gether.’” Lincoln was quoting Psalm 
19:9. He wanted his listeners (and 
readers) to understand that God’s 
ways are right, regardless of what 
people may think about them. 

Lincoln also made many other 
references to God and the Bible. He 
said such things as “the Almighty 
has His own purposes,” “let us judge 
not that we be not judged” (Matthew 7:1), and he 

quoted the entire verse of Matthew 18:7. Sadly, 
today many people in politics don’t even 
know what the Bible says, and they certainly 
are not using it to make decisions about the 
laws they are making. They have forgotten 
the judgments of God. Let us make sure that 

we do not forget. 
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CHURCH AND STATE?
DAVE MILLER

Separation of

ELSEWHERE IN THIS ISSUE 
OF DISCOVERY, YOU SEE THAT OUR NATION’S 
CAPITOL HAS MANY INDICATORS OF OUR 

country’s religious heritage. 
Indeed, a host of references 
to God, Christ, and the Bible 
cover the monuments and 
government buildings. The 
writings of the Founding 
Fathers are also filled with 
their belief in what they 
called “true religion”—refer-
ring to Christianity. They 
believed in the God of the 
Bible—to the exclusion 
of all others—and they 
believed that atheism was 
foolish thinking.

But if these statements 
are true—and abundant 
evidence exists to prove 
them—why do so many 
claim that the Founding 
Fathers and the Constitu-

tion require “separation of 
church and state”? Why do 
courts, judges, and politi-
cians say that there should 
be no crosses, or Bibles, 
or other Christian objects 
in public schools, govern-
ment buildings, or public 
parks? Did the Founders 
agree with them? Did the 
Founders believe that pub-
lic expressions of Christian-
ity should not be allowed?

The truth is that the 
Founders’ idea of religious 
freedom was actually quite 
simple and sensible—not at all like what we see hap-
pening today. The facts show that most of the Found-
ers, with few exceptions, believed that the Christian 
worldview and Christian principles must be the 
foundation of the Republic. For example, during the 
Revolutionary War, the Continental Congress issued 
15 proclamations to all 
Americans from 1775 to 
1783. Those proclama-

tions are filled with religious references—including 
references to Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. So 
their view of religious freedom and tolerance just 
meant that they did not want anyone persecuted or 
mistreated by the government due to their religious 
beliefs. Those who practiced no religion or a non-
Christian religion could come to America and not be 
persecuted. Why? For the simple reason that most of 
the Founders and most Americans lived by Christian 

principles that forbid persecuting 
one’s fellowman (Matthew 5:38-47; 
Luke 6:27-36). They understood 
Jesus’ teaching to treat others the 
way they themselves wished to be 
treated (Matthew 7:12).

You see, the Founders were 
mostly British citizens who had felt 
the sting of persecution in their 
disagreement with the state reli-
gion (the Church of England). They 
were well familiar with their mother 
country’s long history of religious 
oppression, depending on whether 
a Catholic or a Protestant king 
or queen was on the throne. The 

Founders’  “forefathers” were the pilgrims who fled 
England specifically on account of religious persecu-
tion. So the Founders and Framers wanted there to 
be no religious coercion in the new Republic. They 

believed that everyone ought to be able to decide 
for themselves what to believe about religion.

And do you know that 
this view is in complete 
harmony with the nature 

of God Himself? God created humans to be freewill 
agents who make their own decisions with regard to 
their eternal destiny. God does not want Christians 
to force their beliefs on others. But the Founders did 
have two concerns about tolerating false religions. 
They did not approve (1) any religious belief that 
urged a person to harm others, or (2) any religious 
belief that included an immoral or illegal practice 
(by Christian standards). So, for instance, if your reli-
gion allowed you to have multiple wives, that part of 
your religion would not be tolerated since, by Chris-
tian standards, polygamy is sinful. Or if your religion 
urged you to kill Christians, your religious belief 
would not be allowed. Apart from these two excep-
tions, the Founders believed that people ought to 
be left free to practice their religion without govern-
mental interference.

However, that does not mean that the Founders 
wanted all religions to be given equal treatment in 
public. To the Founders, permitting non-Christian 
peoples to live in our country without persecution 
did not mean that they “celebrated diversity” or 
endorsed what they considered to be false religion. 
Rather, doing so reflected their desire that all peoples 
be allowed to pursue happiness without governmen-
tal interference.

To summarize, the Founding Fathers believed 
America’s moral and religious founda-
tion must be the Christian religion in 
order for the nation to continue.

If you want more on this subject, 
tell your parents about two 
DVDs offered by Apologet-
ics Press: America’s Most 
Pressing Concern and Sepa-
ration of Church & State? 

Continental Congress Proclamation  
Issued NOVEMBER 1, 1777

THOMAS JEFFERSON

GEORGE WASHINGTON
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1. “The wicked shall be turned into hell, 
and all the nations that ________ 
God” (Psalm 9:17). 

2. “The judgments of the _______ are 
true and righteous altogether” (Psalm 
19:9).

3. “Judge not, that you be not 
________” (Matthew 7:1).

Across:
2. The Preamble of the Declaration of 

Independence refers to God in this way
3.	 The	Founders’	“forefathers”
5.	 Our	nation’s	capital
6. Stated: “As was said three thousand years ago, 

so still it must be said ‘The judgments of the 
Lord are true and righteous altogether.’”

7. The Founding Father who asked this question: 
“Can the liberties of a nation be secure when 
we have removed a conviction that these 
liberties are the gift of God?”

8. The number of proclamations issued by the 
Continental Congress to all Americans from 
1775 to 1783

9. A Latin phrase meaning “Praise be to God”

Down:
1. Building that houses some of the most important 

historic documents of our country, including the 
Declaration of Independence

4. Where the phrase “In God We Trust” is found 
(all over in the U.S.)

Crossword 
Challenge

ActIvIty 

Pages

Dear Digger Doug, 
Why do lions have a mane? 

Evie Miller— 
Montgomery, AL

Dear Evie,
I have always loved how beautiful and majestic 
male lions look with their furry manes. God made 
lions on day six of Creation and designed some of 
the males with the ability to grow manes. I say, 
“some,”	because	you	might	find	it	interesting	to	
know that not all male lions have big manes. Most 
of the ones you see in pictures do, but there is 
a group of lions in Tsavo, Kenya where the male 
lions	do	not	have	manes.	So	what	is	a	lion’s	mane	
good	for?	We	don’t	know	exactly,	but	in	some	
studies, it seems that female lions are more 
attracted to male lions with dark manes. And 
other	male	lions	are	less	likely	to	try	to	fight	a	
lion with a long mane. So, it looks like a male lion 
with	a	long,	dark	mane	gets	to	stay	out	of	fights	
more often, and is more attractive to females 
than lions with shorter, lighter manes. The 
most important thing is to keep the mane thing 
the mane thing (Sorry, just a little bit of lion 
humor.	I’m	roaring with laughter, taking pride  
in my jokes).

MatchIng

Complete the 
BIble Verses 

(NKJV)

True or 
False	 1.	____	 Generally	speaking,	our	country’s	Founding	

Fathers had a strong belief in God and His Word.
 2. ____ Thomas Jefferson was an atheist.
 3. ____ President Lincoln rarely referred to God and Scripture in his speeches.
	 4.	____	 God’s	ways	are	right,	regardless	of	what	people	may	think	about	them.
 5. ____ Lincoln and many of the Founding Fathers would be sad to see how little most 

politicians today know about the Bible or care about God.
 6. ____ The Founding Fathers thought Islam was the “true religion.”
 7. ____ The Constitution	specifically	requires	“separation	of	church	and	state.”
 8. ____ The Founders believed that public expressions of Christianity should be allowed.
	 9.	____	 Washington,	D.C.	is	filled	with	reminders	that	God,	the	Almighty	Creator,	is	

responsible for the good things that this country has received.
 10. ____ We should expect God to “bless the U.S.A.” even when our country does not 

respect His laws of justice and righteousness.
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 1. ___    The tallest structure in Washington, D.C.
 2. ___   Where the words Laus Deo (“Praise be   
     to God”) are found

 3. ___ The “true religion” according to the Founding Fathers
 4. ___ Quoted Matthew 7:1
	 5.	___	 War	in	which	the	Continental	Congress	issued	15	proclamations	that	were	filled	

with religious references, including references to Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
 6. ___ An inscription of 2 Timothy 2:6 is carved on the front of this building
 7. ___ “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 

are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”

A. Lincoln
B. Christianity
C. U.S. Department of 

Agriculture building
D. Washington Monument

E. Preamble of the Declaration 
of Independence

F. Revolutionary
G. At the very top of the 

Washington Monument 
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ANSWERS

TRUST IN GOD?

MATCHING: 1. 1. D (Washington Monument); 2. G (At the very top of the Washington Monument); 3. B (Christianity); 4. A (Lincoln); 5. F (Revolutionary); 6. C (U.S. 
Department of Agriculture); 7. E (Preamble of the Declaration of Independence). CROSSWORD CHALLENGE: Across: 2. Creator; 3. Pilgrims; 5. Washington, D.C.;  

6. Lincoln; 7. Jefferson; 8. fifteen; 9. Laus Deo; Down: 1. National Archives; 4. Money. TRUE OR FALSE: 1. T; 2. F; 3. F; 4. T; 5. T; 6. F; 7. F; 8. T; 9. T; 10. F.   
COMPLETE THE BIBLE VERSES: 1. forget; 2. Lord; 3. judged.

A FEW YEARS AGO, THE 
ATHEIST ORGANIZATION, THE FREEDOM FROM 
RELIGION FOUNDATION (FFRF), SUED A SCHOOL 
in the state of Alabama. The school was saying a prayer 
to God on Friday nights before football games over the 
public announcement system. They had been doing 
this for many years. The FFRF said that this was a viola-
tion of the separation of church and state. Although this 
is not at all what the “separation of church and state” 
really means, the school was forced to stop saying the 
prayer over the microphone on Friday nights. Situa-
tions such as this are taking place all across the United 
States. Some people in our country are trying to forget 
God. Christians need to help them remember Him by 
showing that God has been a huge part of our country’s 
history from the beginning. 

If you look at the Department of Agriculture building 
in Washington, you can see an inscription carved into 
the front that says: “The husbandman that laboreth 
must be first partaker of the fruits” (2 Timothy 
2:6). The quote is attributed to “Saint Paul.” 
Also, the National Archives Building 
houses the Declaration of Independence. 
At the beginning of this document is 

KYLE BUTT

a section called the Preamble. 
It reads: “We hold these truths 
to be self‐evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, 
and the pursuit of Happiness.” Notice how the Creator, 
God, is mentioned and respected.

 In another room of the Archives, a photograph on the 
wall has a woman holding up a sign that says “God bless 
you all.” The truth is, just about everywhere you turn 
in Washington, D.C., there is a reminder that God, the 
Almighty Creator, is responsible for the good things that 
this country has received. If our country forgets God 
and tries to remove Him and His Word from schools, 
courtrooms, and other places, God will take away our 
freedoms. If we do not remember God and His laws of 
justice and righteousness, we will no longer be able 
to sing “God Bless the U.S.A.” Let us all decide to do 
our part to help our fellow citizens remember that our 
money says “In God We Trust,” and that is exactly what 
we all should do.

 

Does OUr Nation Still
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