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ISAIAH ISAIAH JEREMIAH

LIVED MOST OF HIS

Outline: LIFE IN JERUSALEM Outline:

1-39 Condemnation declared preaching to the Southern Kingdom CALLED“THE WEEPING 1

” 7 Call and commission of Jeremiah
On Judah (1-12); on other nations (13- of Judah. He prophesied during the PROPHET,” JEREMIAH'S

23); on Judah in Babylonian exile (24- latter half of the 8 century B.C., preaching career lasted more than 2-45  Pronouncements against Judah

27); on Samaria and Judah (28-35); on spanning the reigns of five Judean e LhliveRidSdnikings: 46-51 Pronouncements against the nations
Assyria (36-39) kings (Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, He- He endured mistreatment, including

40-66 Comfort offered zekiah, and Manasseh). During his beatings and imprisonment. Some 52 Babylonian captivity fulfilled

: : lifetime, the ten northern tribes were even plotted to kill him because
Land restoration (40-48); the coming captured by Assyria (722 B.C), while of his predictions from God. Com- 626-586 B.C. L4

Messiah (49-57); achieving release from
o (58-6é) ) d Babylonian exile for Judah loomed manded by the Lord not to marry, 700 B.C. 500 B.C.

less than 150 years in the future. Jeremiah was around 20 years old

hen he began his ministry durin
Isaiah courageously warned and rebuked the kings of Judah of various foolish mistakes they were ::] n. € (:Qja ) I: ministry dunng
e n of Josiah.
making. He warned Ahaz not to look to Assyria for protection. He later pointed out Hezekiah’s foolish relgn ot Josia

flirtation with Babylonian representatives and warned of Judah'’s impending Babylonian captivity. After Josiah's death, hardships began. Under Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah, Jeremiah suffered
cruel opposition. When the Babylonians captured Jerusalem in 586 B.C., Jeremiah was freed and per-

mitted to remain in Jerusalem. However, he was abducted by rebellious Jews and taken to Egypt. Yet,
even there, he continued to fulfill his prophetic responsibilities in accordance with God'’s will. Though

isaiah's prophetic life centered on CENTRAL TH EME: his work required the delivery of stern messages of warning and threats of judgment, Jeremiah was

) _ _ actually a sensitive and sympathetic man.
warning God'’s people against forming

foreign alliances. They were not to look

to pagan powers for security and military protection. Instead, they were to trust the Lord,

relying totally upon Him no matter what the political landscape looked like. Though not Ui (AL [EUPOsR @ L GTlE HES

primarily a social reformer (like Amos), Isaiah pinpointed the social problems of the day eI IELTER s Uetinelni el Eeel U e

. o . . the extremely sinful nation of Judah.
as signs of overall spiritual decline and rebelliousness.

The kings and the people needed to

Like all the prophets of God, Isaiah’s purpose was to condemn the departure from God, be warned repeatedly of the certain

to warn of the punishment to come, and then to offer God'’s forgiveness and restoration . . .
outcome of their continual rebellion

on the condition of repentance. Woven throughout this central purpose are frequent against God. Babylonian captivity was

references to the ultimate solution to the sin problem: the Christ. Isaiah says more about . . :
the just and certain result of their na-

the person and work of Jesus (the Messiah) than any other prophet (7:14; 9:6-7; 53). Thus, tional disobedience. Yet even in the

u BOOKS OF PROPHECY
! AJ)3IHd0Ydd 10 SX009

he is often referred to as “the Messianic prophet. midst of depressing warnings and

_750B.C.KJ

scathing rebukes, Jeremiah provided
850B.C. 800 B.C.- 700 B.C. . . .
glimpses of hope, restoration, forgive-

ness, and future blessings.
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EZEKIEL

Outline:

1-32 Prophecies of punishment, judgment,
and doom

EZEKIEL,

WHOSE NAME MEANS “GOD
STRENGTHENS,” WAS THE

son of a priest. He was taken from his

THEVERB

FORM OF THE WORD FOR
“LAMENTATIONS” MEANS

“to cry aloud; to lament.” The word

Ezekiel’s calling (1-3); judgment against
Judah (4-24); judgment against pagan
neighbors—Ammon, Moab, Edom,

Nebuchadnezzar brought captured Philisti .
ilistia, Tyre, Sidon, Egypt (25-32)
sorrow by spoken words of deep Jews to Babylon (597 B.C.)—11 years y

sadness. Lamentations consists of before Jerusalem was destroyed 33-48 Prophecies of future hope, salvation, and
restoration

home in Jerusalem with more than

refers to the mourning process

10,000 other Jews the second time
in which the mourner shows his

five funeral poems, written in the Ezekiel settled in his own home in
style of a funeral song. Jeremiah is the little town of Tell-Abib beside Israel’s redemption and return (33-39);

believed to have been Lamenta- reconstruction of the Temple (40-48)

the river Chebar. After living there in

tions'inspired writer, earning for captivity for five years, he was called

him the reputation of “the weep- by God in about 592 B.C. to be a prophet (apparently at the age of thirty; Ezekiel 1:1). He lost his wife

ing prophet.’ five years later (24:16-18).

fhsiicaoigpesiioiifamehonpotoialacibel Hpats il e e He labored as a prophet for 22 years, working during the same time as Jeremiah (who stayed in Pal-

aword whose first letter corresponds in order with the Hebrew alphabet,) The third poem estine with the Jews who had not been forced to leave yet) and Daniel (who had only been in Babylon

devotes three verses to each letter. The fifth poem is a final prayer.

a few years). Habakkuk and Zephaniah were also prophets at the same time as Ezekiel.

v , »

Since some of God'’s people were now in cap-

CENTRAL TH EME: Lamentations mourns the Babylonian CENTRAL TH EME:

i tivity, and the rest would be there soon, Ezekiel’s
destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple

preaching was meant (1) to show the reason for

in 586 B.C. The five poems form an intense ) o i o
their captivity (which was because of their sin),

expression of sorrow over the tragedy that has come upon Judabh. It pleads for a better da
. i > . U and (2) to offer God'’s future blessing. The first half of the book (chapters 1-24) happens before Jerusa-

when the people will be turned back to God and their lives renewed. ) . )
lem was destroyed in 586 B.C. and warns about the judgment of God’s people that was coming soon.

The book of Lamentations spotlights the proper attitude toward disobedience, punishment, After telling how the surrounding nations would also be punished (chapters 25-32), the final chapters

and hope for mercy upon the penitent. Even in the midst of life’s tragedies, “through the (33-48) tell of future restoration and forgiveness for those who repent.

Lord’s mercies we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every ) ) o . . .
The main way in which judgment and restoration are underscored is by emphasizing the greatness

ﬁ BOOKS OF PROPHECY
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morning; great is Your faithfulness. The Lord is my portion says my soul, therefore | will hope in

Him" (3:22-24).
586 B.C. hJ
700B.C. 650B.C. 600B.C. 550B.C. 500 8B.C.

of God. His authority and power over

the Universe are repeated over and 570 B.C. I,

inth [ d 65
o'verln ”e expre55|on.(use over 700B.C. ' 650 B.C.- 500 B.C.
times)—"Then they will know that |

am the Lord!”
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TRUE OR
FALSE

Isaiah is also known as "the
Messianic Prophet.”

2. Isaiah lived most of his life in
Samaria.

3. Jeremiah endured a lot of
suffering as a prophet.

4, Judah was a righteous nation in
Jeremiah's time.

5. Lamentations consists of five
funeral poems.

6. The first four poems of Lamenta-
tions follow an acrostic pattern.

ON A

SEP ARATE SHEET 7._____ Ezekiel means "God strengthens.”
OF PAPER 8.___ Ezekiel was a prophet for 22
years.
9.___ Daniel was thrown into a den of

Tell about the central theme of
Isaiah.

2. Outline the book of Daniel.

shakes and survived.

COMPLETE THE

BIBLE VERSES
(NKJV)

1. "But He was for our fransgressions, He
was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our

was upon Him, and by His we
are healed" (Isaiah 53:5).
2. "Moreover He said to me, ‘Son of man, what )

you find; eat this , and go, speak to the
house of Israel™ (Ezekiel 3:1).

3. "If that is the case, our God whom we is able
to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He
will us from your hand, O king" (Daniel 3:17).

70 Discovery - September 2017

DiscoveryMagazine.com

i ‘; © CORPRIGFEN, APOLOGEUIES [FRESS, INC:,; 204 AUEIRIG RS [RESERYSP)

-

A. Judah
Nation that captured the B. Babylon
Northern Kingdom C. Isaiah
2. God's ultimate solution to the D. Assyria
problem of sin E. Jeremiah
3. "The Messianic Prophet” F Ezekiel
4, "The Weeping Prophet” G. Christ
5. God pronounced judgment on *_° H 30
this nation through Jeremiah. :
6. "God Strengthens” -

7. Age of Ezekiel when he was called to be a prophet

This Empire fell and was replaced by the Medo-Persian Empire.

' God Tells the Future

technology can only tell a few months in advance. God always has been, and always will

be, smarter than man’s technology. More than 8,400 months (700 years!) before Jesus
was born, God announced His arrival into the world. In fact, God told us how Jesus would be born,
where He would be born, and by what name people would call Him.

M odern technology allows doctors to predict when a mother will have her baby. However,

Why would God announce this news so far in advance? He did this for two important reasons. First,
He wanted people to expect Jesus. And second, He wanted people to know that only He could
know the future.

How did God tell people about Jesus? Around 730 B.C., God spoke through the prophet Isaiah
saying: “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). This Child would be the most important human ever to live on the Earth. His
leadership would last forever.

Where was Jesus supposed to be born? Micah, another prophet of God who lived 600 years before
Jesus, said: “But you, Bethlehem...out of you shall come forth...the One to be Ruler in Israel” (Micah
5:2). Matthew 2:1 tells us that, indeed, Jesus was born in Bethlehem.

God told people about Jesus 700 years before He arrived. He wanted them to know that Jesus was
the special Son of God. And God wants all to know that He has the power to do everything—even to
tell the future!
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DANIEL WAS AMONG

DANIEL

THE YOUNG MEN OF NOBLE {

BIRTH WHO WERE TAKEN CAPTIVE & Outline:

in 606 B.C. by the Babylonians in their first of Daniel’s religious dedication and
three invasions of southern Palestine. Daniel, whose political favor

name means “God is my judge,’ lived through the en- Nebuchadnezzar’s statue dream
tire 70-year period of exile. He witnessed the decline Shadrach, Meshach, Abed-Nego,
and fall of the mighty Babylonian Empire as well as and the furnace

he rise of the Medo-Persian Empire. ..
e e @ s i SE GRS EEMlE Nebuchadnezzar’s vision of the

In addition to serving as God’s prophet, he also tall tree

served as a powerful political leader under Nebu- Belshazzar’s feast and the fall of
chadnezzar and Darius. His personal spirituality and Babylon

dedication to God are seen in his serious prayer life Daniel and the den of lions

and in his willingness to serve God regardless of the Daniel’s vision of the four beasts

Daniel’s vision of a ram and goat

Like Ezekiel, Daniel focuses on God’s author- DERIE S prayer and the 70-week
ity and power. (Indeed, “the Most High rules in prophecy

the klngdom of men"—4:1 7,25,32; 5:21). God's Daniel’s prophetic pa norama
will and purposes cannot be thwarted. He will

people or laws that were hostile toward him.

accomplish His intentions no matter what happens in ==
CENTRALTHEME: | |= |

human history. Daniel shows the importance of staying
faithful even in tough situations.

God took care of His children (even in captivity), and He promised them the ultimate care of salvation
in the future through Christ. In the book of Daniel the Jews are restored to their homeland after 70 years
of captivity, but long-term spiritual restoration would come with Christ about 500 years later.

Vo00c) ANSWERS
600B.C. ) 550B.C. ) 500B.C.
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