GOD-The Cause of
The

UNIVERSE
KYLE BUTT

IMAGINE THAT YOU ARE

SITTING IN A SCHOOL CLASSROOM ONE
DAY WHILE THE TEACHER IS UP AT THE

front speaking. All of a sudden, a book flies off her
desk going 100 miles per hour and crashes into
the back wall. All the students are stunned. One
student, Julie, turns to the teacher and says: “Ms.
Smith, what caused that book to fly across the
room?” Imagine how surprised you would be if Ms.
Smith said, “Nothing caused it, Julie.
Sometimes books just shoot across the
room going 100 miles per hour.” Could
that happen? Of course not, and every
first grader knows books don’t fly across
rooms without a cause. Why would it
never happen? In order to answer this
question, we need to understand a little
about a scientific law.

Scientific Law
What is a scientific
law? A law of science
is very different from
a law in our country.
For instance, suppose
the law says that on
a certain street the
speed limit is 50 miles
an hour. If the people
who make the laws
think that 50 miles
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an hour is too fast, they can change the law. Those
people can vote to make the new speed limit 45
miles an hour, and the law is changed.
A law of science is very different. Laws of science
cannot be changed or voted on. They are always
the same for all people and places for all time. For
instance, think about the law of gravity. There are
some complicated numbers and equations involved
in calculating the law of gravity, but the law basically says that things fall down, toward the center
of a large object (in our case, the Earth). That means
that if you step off a 20-story building, you are going
to fall down to the ground. Now suppose that we
assemble one million of the most brilliant scientists
in the world to vote on the law of gravity. They all
decide that they would like the law changed, and
all one million of them vote to change the law.
Next, they ask for a volunteer to step off a 20-story
building to show that they have just changed the
law of gravity by vote. Are you going to volunteer?
Absolutely not, because you would fall straight to
the ground. No vote by any scientists can change
the law of gravity. Scientific laws, such as the law
of gravity, cannot be changed by people.
People can study the laws. They
can name the laws and
try to understand
them, but they
cannot change
the laws.
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The Law of Cause and Effect
Now, let’s go back to the book that flew across
the classroom. We all know that books don’t fly
across rooms by themselves. How do we know that?
Because we all understand the law of cause and
effect. The law of cause and effect says that for every
material effect we see in nature, there must be a
cause that came before it (or happened at the same
time), and a cause that is greater than or equal to it.
A book flying across a room is an effect. Since it is an
effect, we know it must have a cause. It is scientifically impossible for a book to shoot across a room
by itself without a cause.
Not only must the book flying across the room
have a cause, but it must have a cause that is great
enough to bring about the effect. If Ms. Smith
claimed that a housefly landed on the book and
catapulted it 100 miles per hour across the room,
her explanation would be just as wrong as if she
said that there was no cause. The cause must be big
enough for the effect.
The reason the law of cause and effect is important in a discussion about God is because the Universe is a material effect that must have a cause.
Some atheists claim that the Universe created itself
out of nothing. One man named Stephen Hawking
said that our Universe just appeared out of nothing.
That is impossible. It would violate the most basic
scientific law, the law of cause and effect.

		

Our Universe is a really big effect. Have you ever
wondered how big our Universe is? Did you know
that if you could travel as fast as the speed of light
(which travels about 186,000 miles a second), it
would take you 28 billion years to go across our Universe? Also, our Universe contains an estimated 100
billion galaxies. Our Milky Way Galaxy is one of those
100 billion. If you had a spaceship that would travel
as fast as light, it would still take you 100,000 years
to go across our one galaxy. Furthermore, the Milky
Way contains between 200-400 billion stars. Our Sun
is one star in the galaxy. It is so large that over one
million planets the size of Earth would fit into it. And
there are some stars in our galaxy that are 400 times
as big as the Sun. This huge Universe where we live
had to have a cause that came before it and was big
enough to cause it. That is where God comes into
the picture.
There is nothing in nature that is big enough to
cause a Universe like ours. The cause of our Universe
had to be more powerful than anything in nature.
Only a supernatural God, or a God that is outside
of nature, could bring the Universe into existence.
Genesis 1:1 says: “In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the Earth.” The first verse of the Bible
gives the only possible cause for our Universe—
God. We also learn that God is “almighty” (Genesis
17:1). That means God can do anything that it takes
force or might to do. When we look at the Universe,
we can see its massive size and realize that its cause
must be all-powerful. That is why Romans 1:20 says
when people look at the Universe they can see God’s
“eternal power.” That is also why the writer of Psalms
said: “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament shows His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1). There
had to be a first Cause, and God was (and is) the only
One suitable for the job.
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CREATION

FLOOD:

and the
Evidence from the Fossils
JEFF MILLER

LAST MONTH, WE EXPLAINED

THE LAW OF RATIONALITY AND THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING ENOUGH SOLID EVIDENCE

before believing something. Is there evidence for
Creation and the Flood as described in the Bible?
Hopefully, you already know the answer to that
question after reading other issues of Discovery, but
let’s look at some of the items on the mountain of
evidences for biblical Creation.
One powerful tool scientists can use to gather
evidence and prove or disprove a theory is called a
prediction. No, I don’t mean a “prophecy.” I mean, I
should be able to say, “I think my daughter Celeste
took the missing cookie. If I’m right, I predict that
there will be cookie crumbs on her mouth and
clothes.” If I find those crumbs, my prediction has
been verified, and I have evidence to support my
theory (though not necessarily enough to know
for sure if I am right, without more evidence). Similarly, one of the ways Creation and the Flood can be
shown to be right is through verified predictions.

For example, what would we predict to find in the
fossil record if Creation and the Flood are true? First,
since we know fossils form during catastrophes, and
the Flood was certainly a catastrophe, we would
expect a lot of fossils to exist in the fossil record in
the layers of rock that we think formed in the Flood.
Such a worldwide catastrophe would probably wipe
out most of the fossils that formed in the few hundred years before the Flood since the top few layers

of rocks and dirt would have been washed away
during the Flood. So moving from the bottom up in
the fossil record, we would expect to find virtually
no fossils at the bottom, and then we would expect
to find a marker for the beginning of the worldwide
Flood, followed by an explosion of fossils from those
creatures that lived at the time of the Flood and died
in the Flood. Since water and mud from the oceans
poured onto the land during the Flood, we would
expect the “earliest” fossils (the fossils at the bottom of the record) to be of creatures that are found
in the oceans along the coast. As the waters rose,
we would expect the creatures on the coast to be
buried, followed by the creatures farther and farther
inland.
Also, since the many layers of rock from the Flood
are made from the dirt/sediment that was laid down
rapidly during the one-year-long Flood (not laid
down over millions of years), we should not find
evidence of the evolution of one type of animal
into another. Instead, the fossils we find in those
layers should (1) be of creatures that are already
fully-formed and functional (not half-evolved) the
first time they appear, and (2) when we compare a
creature the first time it appears in the record with
what it looked like the last time it appears, it should
be virtually the same (not perfectly the same, since
not all animals from the same species look exactly
alike). We call this “stasis.”
We would also expect “fossil graveyards” to be
found all over the world, where herds of land dwell-

ing animals were drowned in water and rapidly
buried by “a violent catastrophe”—unable to escape
from the water. We would expect “polystrate fossils”
to exist—fossils that cut across many layers of rock—
since those layers were laid down rapidly during the
Flood, not over millions of years. We would expect
many examples of sea creature fossils to be found
alongside land living creature fossils—since they
were mixed together during the Flood. We would
expect sea fossils to be found even on the mountains, since again, water from the ocean was pushed
onto land, and then the mountains themselves were
raised during the Flood (Psalm 104:8). Guess what?
Sure enough, all of these predictions and others
have been verified by examining the fossil record.

What if I could provide many other verified predictions about Celeste and the cookie? Perhaps I predicted that she would have chocolate in her teeth,
and I found it. Maybe I predicted that her older sister,
who was watching her, either saw her or heard her
getting the cookie, and I verified that prediction with
her eyewitness testimony. Perhaps I simply watched
Celeste’s skin, knowing that the cookies had peanut
butter in them, and knowing that she has a severe
allergy to peanuts. If she broke out in a rash, my
prediction would be verified. Notice that verified
predictions can be a powerful way to arrive at truth.
Similarly, the truth of the biblical Creation model has
been verified by the testimony of many evidences,
including verified scientific predictions.
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FIll In the
Blanks
1.

2.

On a Separate
sheet of Paper
1.
2.

Explain how scientific laws are different
from laws made by elected officials.
What would we predict to find in the
fossil record if Creation and the Flood
are true?

3.

4.

True or
False

1. ____ It makes perfect sense to think that
intelligent human beings evolved from
unintelligent dirt and rocks.
2. ____ A law of science is very different from a law in our
country.

3. ____ The truth of the biblical Creation model has been verified by the testimony
of many evidences, including verified predictions.

In nature, intelligence
demands previous
___________.

4. ____ Since water and mud from the oceans poured onto the land during the Flood,
we would expect the “earliest” fossils (the fossils at the bottom of the
record) to be of creatures that are found in the oceans along the coast.

The Universe is a material
effect that must have an
adequate ________.

5. ____ There is nothing in nature that is big enough to cause a Universe like ours.
6. ____ God is only slightly limited in His power.

“The heavens declare
the glory of _____; and
the firmament shows His
__________” (Psalm 19:1).

7. ____ If you had a spaceship that could travel as fast as light, it would still take
you 100,000 years to go across our one galaxy.
8. ____ Atheistic evolution rationally explains intelligence.

“In the beginning, God
_______ the heavens and
the Earth” (Genesis 1:1).
Across:

Crossword
Challenge

2.

Have an extremely high level of
intelligence

5.

The eternally powerful One
(Romans 1:20)

8.

Says that things fall down, toward
the center of a large object (in our
case, the Earth)

9.

Often form during catastrophes

1
2

3
4
5

6

7

Down:

8

9
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1.

Says that for every material effect
we see in nature, there must be
a cause that came before it (or
happened at the same time), and a
cause that is greater than or equal
to it

3.

Possess a measure of intelligence

4.

Cannot be changed or voted on

6.

Fossils that cut across many layers
of rock

7.

The galaxy in which we live
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INTELLIGENCE: Proof of Creation
ERIC LYONS
less, unintelligent particles floating around in space
in massive clouds of dust. Allegedly, Earth eventuIDENTIFY CERTAIN THINGS THAT HAVE
ally evolved from such a dust cloud, and hundreds
SOME MEASURE OF INTELLIGENCE, WHILE of millions of years later, intelligent animals and
recognizing other things (such as rocks and water)
humans supposedly evolved.
that have no intelligence. Humans obviously have
What we always observe in nature, however, is
an extremely high level of intelligence. They have
that intelligence demands previous intelligence.
constructed spaceships that they can guide 240,000
The reason that humans today are intelligent is
miles to the Moon. They have built artificial hearts.
because our ancestors were intelligent. The reason
Humans can write poetry, calculate where Mars will
that animals have some measure of intelligence is
be 50 years from now, and build everything from
due to intelligent animals that came before them.
pianos to video game consoles. Humans are intelDust does not give birth to organized dust particles
ligent beings.
that have the ability to obtain and apply knowl-

IT’S RATHER EASY TO

Although there are great differences between
mankind and the animal kingdom, animals do possess a measure of intelligence. Dogs can learn to sit,
stay, roll over, and play dead. Dolphins can learn to
jump through hoops on command. Birds can make
helpful “tools” from twigs in order to accomplish
some basic tasks. Evolutionary scientists are on
record referring to various animals as “sophisticated,”
“inventive,” and “intelligent.”
But wait a minute! According to atheistic evolution, billions of years ago “nothing” caused a tiny ball
of matter to explode. Then, billions of years after this
Big Bang, galaxies began to form from lifeless, mind-

edge. Water does not think. The mindless mud that
evolutionists teach gave way to intelligent life on
Earth is nothing but a fairy tale unsupported by
everything we know from science.
So how did the first intelligent creatures come to
live in the Universe? Just as the first life demands a
supernatural life Giver, so the first intelligent beings
demand a supernatural Creator. The existence of
intelligence disproves mindless evolution, while
at the same time
showing that there
must be an intelligent Creator.

ANSWERS

FILL IN THE BLANKS: 1. intelligence; 2. cause; 3. God, handiwork; 4. created. TRUE OR FALSE: 1-F; 2-T; 3-T; 4-T; 5-T; 6-F; 7-T; 8-F.
CROSSWORD CHALLENGE: Across: 2. Humans; 5. God; 8. Law of Gravity; 9. fossils; Down: 1. Law of Cause and Effect; 3. animals;
4. laws of science; 6. polystrate; 7. Milky Way.
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