Can We Really
KNOW the TRUTH?
TRUTH AND KNOWLEDGE

ARE IMPORTANT. “TRUTH” IS DEFINED AS
A BODY OF FACTUAL INFORMATION THAT

accurately describes reality. “Knowledge” is arriving
at such certainty that you cannot be wrong. Truth
and knowledge keep us from being ignorant or acting in error.
Can we really know
the truth? Yes, we can.
Jesus said: “And you shall
know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free”
(John 8:32). When the
apostle John wrote to
the first-century Christians, he said: “These things I have written to you
who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you
may know that you have eternal life” (1 John 5:13).
According to both Jesus and John, a person not
only can know something, but he can know that he
knows it.

the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). Paul’s
statement, “I know whom I have believed” (2 Timothy 1:12), doesn’t make any sense unless a person
can understand the correct relationship between
knowledge and truth. John said that we can “know
that we know” Jesus and “know that we are in him”
as we keep His commandments or His Word (1
John 2:3,5). Thus, John summed up this sentiment
by saying simply, “We know that we are of God” (1
John 5:19).
Christianity isn’t some kind of religion based
upon a fairy-tale-like idea that may or may not
be true. Rather, it is rooted and grounded in the
knowledge that God exists, and in the truth that
Jesus Christ is His Son and that the Bible is His
Word. These are things
we can know. And
this is the truth
that will make
us “free.”

Think about this. If a person cannot know that God
exists, then he cannot know that the Bible is His inspired Word. If a person cannot know that the Bible
is the inspired Word of God, then he cannot know
that Jesus is God’s Son. If a person cannot know that
Christ is God’s Son, then he cannot know that he is
saved. But John stated: “These things I have written
to you who believe in the name of the Son of God,
that you may know that you have eternal life.” Can
you see how important it is to understand the concepts of knowledge and truth?
Peter said his desire was that Christians “grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). Paul expressed his
desire “that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding” (Colossians 1:9). God’s desire
is for “all men to be saved and to come to
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BIBLICAL FAITH

IS NOT BASED ON FEELINGS
JOE DEWEESE

DID YOU KNOW THAT

THERE ARE DIFFERENT KINDS OF BELIEF?
A BELIEF IS A DECISION OR A JUDGMENT

on whether or not something is true. If I say, “I
believe baseball is the best sport,” that is a weak
belief. That is my opinion, and
I cannot prove it to be true.
On the other hand, if I say,
“I believe that this person is
guilty of the charges in this
criminal trial,” that is an example of a strong belief because
I am making my decision
based on the evidence presented in the trial. In this
case, the facts determine my
belief, but in the first case my
opinion determines my belief.
Biblical faith is an example of
a strong belief because it is
based on the evidence given
in the Bible, history, and the Universe. Therefore,
biblical faith is not based on how I feel, but it is
based on the facts.

a persecutor of Christians (Philippians 3:5-6). He
believed in his Jewish heritage so sincerely that he
aided in the murder of Christians (Acts 8:1-3) without
feeling guilty about it (Acts 23:1), but that did not
make what he believed right. Despite the fact that
Paul was a “Hebrew of Hebrews,” he was still wrong in
persecuting the Church!
Does that mean sincerity is
not important? No, sincerity
is a trait that everyone should
have. Paul told Timothy in 1
Timothy 1:5 that we should
have a sincere faith. Sincerity
should be a characteristic of
our faith, but not the guide
of our faith. We should base
our faith on the facts of the
Gospel (strong belief ), not
on our feelings or sincerity
(weak belief ).

How does one gain biblical faith? In Luke 8:4-8,
Jesus told the parable of the sower. In that parable,
the seed was planted and grew only in the proper
soil. The seed, according to Jesus, is the Word of
God (Luke 8:11). Without the seed, there is nothing
to sow in the soil, since Romans 10:17 says, “Faith
comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”
If we do not hear God’s Word, we can’t build a biblical faith.
But is biblical faith based on sincerity? In other
words, if a person is sincere in whatever he or she
believes, does that make it true? No, sincerity alone
does not produce biblical faith. Paul is a
prime example of this. Paul admitted
that he was a devout Jew and
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FAITH, PROPHECIES,

and Credible Testimony
ERIC LYONS

SINCE THE BIBLE REPEAT-

EDLY TESTIFIES THAT THE FAITH OF CHRISTIANS IS GROUNDED IN TRUTH, REASON,

knowledge, and evidence, some question why
Jesus rebuked the apostles for doubting His resurrection prior to seeing Him alive (Mark 16:14). Had
Jesus expected His apostles to have faith in His
resurrection without proof? And why did Jesus tell

Thomas, “Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed” (John 20:29)? Was Jesus
approving a fickle faith?
The fact is, neither Thomas nor any apostle was
rebuked for wanting evidence of Jesus’ resurrection. They were rightly rebuked, however, for doubting the credible evidence they had already received
and for demanding more evidence than was necessary for them to have solid faith in the risen Savior.

JESUS’ PROPHECIES
During His ministry, Jesus repeatedly
prophesied of His resurrection, even foretelling the very day on which it would
occur. So well known were Jesus’ prophecies of His resurrection from the dead
on the third day that even His enemies
were aware of them. In fact, the “chief
priests and Pharisees gathered together
to Pilate, saying, ‘Sir, we remember, that
while He was still alive, how that deceiver
said, “After three days I will rise.” Therefore
command that the tomb be made secure
until the third day’” (Matthew 27:62-64).
So why did Jesus rebuke His apostles
for their unbelief following His resurrection? Was He implying that they should
have believed everything they ever heard from
anyone? Not at all. Jesus had every right to
rebuke His apostles’ unbelief, first and foremost,
because they refused to believe His word. They
had every logical reason to believe what Jesus
had prophesied about His resurrection. Everything they had ever seen and heard from Jesus
was pure, right, and true. However, rather than
expect the miracle-working Redeemer to be alive
on Sunday morning, such an idea “appeared to
them as nonsense” (Luke 24:11).
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CREDIBLE TESTIMONY
The apostles of Christ also should
have believed in the resurrected
Lord because Mary Magdalene
was a credible witness, who said
nothing more than what the Son of
God had previously said many times
would happen: He would arise on
the third day following His death.
The same God Who rightly expects
His human creation to examine the
evidence and come to a knowledge
of Him without ever literally seeing
Him, is the same God Who expects
man to follow the facts that lead
to a resurrected Redeemer without ever personally witnessing His
resurrection. No one believes in God
because they can put Him under a
microscope and see Him. No one
can prove He exists by touching Him. We cannot use
the five senses to see and prove the actual essence
of God. What we have at our fingertips, however, is
a mountain of credible evidence that testifies on
God’s behalf. The very existence of finite matter testifies to a supernatural, infinite, eternal Creator. The
endless examples of design in the Universe bear witness to a grand Designer. Even the laws of science
testify to God’s existence.
Likewise, a reasonable faith in Jesus’ resurrection
is based upon a mountain of credible testimony.
Just as credible testimony (and not first-hand knowledge) has lead billions of people to believe, justifiably so, that Alexander the Great, Napoleon, and
George Washington were real people, millions of
Christians have come to the logical conclusion that
Jesus rose from the dead. Why? Among other things,

•• Hundreds of early Christians were able to
testify to having seen Jesus firsthand after
His resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:5-8).
•• Nineteen-hundred-year-old eyewitness
accounts of Jesus’ resurrection exist in the
most historically documented and accurate ancient book in the world—the New
Testament.
The fact is, the blessing that Jesus mentioned to
the apostle Thomas (“Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed”—John 20:29) was not
an endorsement of a blind, emotionally based faith.
Rather, Jesus was showing His delight in the person
who comes to confess Him as “Lord and God”—a
confession based upon truthful, credible evidence.

•• Though very serious preventative steps were
taken to keep the lifeless body of Jesus buried (Matthew 27:62-66), the tomb was found
empty on the exact day He promised to arise.
•• The body of Christ was never found (and, no
doubt, the unbelieving Jews who put Him
to death, would have loved nothing more
than to present Jesus’ dead body to early
Christians).
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1. ____ Arriving at such certainty that
you cannot be wrong
2. ____ In the parable of the sower (Luke
8:11), the seed represents this
3. ____ A body of factual information
that accurately describes reality

MatchIng

4. ____ Person to whom Jesus said,
“Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed” (John
20:29)

A.

Jesus

B.

Mary Magdalene

C.

Pilate

D.

Thomas

E.

Truth

F.

Knowledge

G.

Word of God

5. ____ Stated: “If I do not do the works
of My Father, do not believe Me”
6. ____ One of the first people to see
Jesus after His resurrection
7. ____ Listened to those who wanted
to make sure Jesus’ tomb was
guarded for three days

Complete the
BIble Verses
(NKJV)
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1.

“You shall know the _______, and
the truth shall make you _______”
(John 8:32).

2.

“______ comes by hearing and
hearing by the Word of _____”
(Romans 10:17).

3.

“These things I have written to
you who believe in the name
of the Son of God, that you
may _______ that you have
eternal life” (1 John 5:13).

4.

“Grow in the grace and
____________ of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ” (2
Peter 3:18).

5.

“The seed is the _______ of
God” (Luke 8:11).
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True or
False

Dear Digger Doug,

1. ____ Biblical faith is not based on
facts, but on how a person
feels.
2. ____ One reason we can know that
God exists is because there is
design in the Universe.
3. ____ The apostles should have
never doubted that Jesus had
risen from the dead.
4. ____ Truth and knowledge keep us
from being ignorant or acting
in error.
5. ____ During His ministry, Jesus
foretold of His resurrection.
6. ____ Hundreds of early Christians
saw Jesus after His
resurrection.
7. ____ Just because Jesus is no
longer on the Earth, does not
mean our faith in Him is not
backed by evidence.
8. ____ Jesus is the Head of a
reasonable religion.

How can I have faith in
something I haven’t seen—
like God?
Dear reader,

That is a very good question! But let me
ask one very similar—have you ever seen
your lungs? If you have never seen them, and
most likely you never have, how do you know
you really have lungs? You know that you
have lungs because you see the effects of
them working. You could not live long enough
to read this issue of Discovery if you did
not have lungs! And what about the air you
breathe? You cannot see it, but you know
that it exists.
God is the same way. While we cannot see
Him, we know that He exists from the world
around us. The Universe is so perfectly made
that it had to have a Designer. For example,
did you know that the Earth is the exact distance from the Sun for life to be possible?
If it were even just 10% closer, it would be
too hot to live on Earth. And if it were just
10% farther away from the Sun, the Earth
would be nothing but a ball of ice. So we can
know that God exists, even though we cannot see Him, because of the amazing design
of the world around us. Like Paul said in
Romans 1:20, “For since the creation
of the world His invisible attributes
are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made....”
We have faith that God exists
because He has revealed Himself through nature since
the beginning of the world.
There are other ways to
know that God exists,
but seeing the design He
placed in the Universe is
one good way.
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Jesus...and the Evidence He Offered

ERIC LYONS
not convince anyone in a court of law (John 5:31). So, at
the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem He told the unbelievABOUT HOW JESUS COULD HAVE MERELY
ing Jews, “If I do not do the works of My Father, do not
believe Me; but if I do, though you do not believe Me,
ANNOUNCED TO THE WORLD THAT HE WAS
believe the works, that you may know and believe that
the Messiah without giving any proof? He could have
the Father is in Me, and I in Him” (John 10:37-38). Sadly, His
expected everyone simply to believe His claims that He
foolish, stubborn enemies repeatedly rejected the irrefutwas from Heaven and never given anyone proof for His
able evidence that Jesus presented on His own behalf.
Godhood. Jesus, however, understood the importance
and necessity of evidence.
Perhaps the greatest evidence that Jesus presented for
His Godhood was His miraculous resurrection. He could
During His earthly ministry, He repeatedly gave ample
have risen from the dead and never appeared to anyone
proof of His deity. He noted how John the Baptizer bore
on Earth. Christianity could have begun on the back of
witness on His behalf (John 5:33). He said, “[T]he Father
uncertainty. Instead, Jesus was “declared to be the Son of
Himself, who sent Me, has testified of Me” (John 5:36). He
God…by the resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:4).
spoke of how “the Scriptures…testify of Me” (John 5:39).
Jesus “presented Himself alive after His suffering by many
He also noted how His miraculous works bore witness to
infallible proofs” (Acts 1:3), because He is the Head of a
His Godhood (John 5:36). Jesus performed many miracles
reasonable religion. The excitement and courage that
that showed His power over nature,
early disciples showed were grounded in the rock-solid
disease, demons, and death. He
proofs of Jesus’ resurrection (among other things).
understood that His own
The emotional, energetic, evangelistic faith of
verbal testimony
21st-century Christians must likewise
alone would
be rooted firmly and deeply
in solid evidence.

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT

ANSWERS
MATCHING: 1. F (Knowledge); 2. G (Word of God); 3. E (Truth); 4. D (Thomas); 5. A (Jesus); 6. B (Mary Magdalene); 7. C (Pilate).
COMPLETE THE BIBLE VERSES: 1. truth, free; 2. faith, God; 3. know; 4. knowledge; 5. word. TRUE OR FALSE: 1-F; 2-T; 3-T; 4-T; 5-T; 6-T; 7-T; 8-T.
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