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BY THE GRACE OF GOD, 
EVERY MONTH FOR THE PAST 26 YEARS 
APOLOGETICS PRESS HAS PUBLISHED  
Discovery magazine for children just like you around 
the world. You probably know what the words “dis-
covery,” “magazine,” and “press” mean, but have you 
ever wondered what the word “apologetics” (uh-pall-
uh-JET-iks) means?

Most likely when you hear or read the 
word apologetics, you think of the word 
apologize. The two words sound very 
similar, yet they mean totally different 
things. When we apologize for something 
we have done, that means we tell some-
one we are sorry. You may apologize to 
someone because you accidentally hit him 
with a ball, or maybe because you pushed 
him down. However, when you defend 
your words or actions, then you are using 
apologetics. If you hit someone with a ball 
while playing a game like dodge ball, or if 
you push someone down while playing football, you 
might be able to defend yourself by saying, “I am fol-
lowing the rules of the game.”

The word “apologetics” comes from the Greek noun 
apologian (ah-po-

lo-GEE-un), which 

means “an answer” or “a defense.” So if you hear 
someone discussing “apologetics,” you can be confi-
dent that they are talking about how to provide an 
answer in response to a question, or how to provide 
a defense in response to a challenge. (As you can 
see, this is very different from apologizing.)

The word “apologetics” can apply to almost any 
subject matter, but you will likely hear it used most 
frequently to refer to Christianity. It is the task of 

Christian apologetics to provide 
answers to questions such as: How 
do we know God exists?; What evi-
dence is there that Jesus really lived?; 
How can I know that the Bible is God’s 
Word?; and Did we evolve from ape-
like creatures, or did God create man-
kind? It is the purpose of apologetics 
to respond to questions like these 
with reasonable evidence.

In this issue of Discovery we are 
focusing on the general subject of 

Christian apologetics in hopes that you will see the 
value of learning, loving, and spreading the many 
wonderful reasons to believe in God, His Word, and 
His Son. We at Apologetics Press are thankful that 
we can play a small part in answering some of your 
questions and helping you become a defender of 
the Christian faith.

ERIC LYONS

What is
APOLOGETICS? The Great Apologist

JESUS:

JESUS WAS NOT ONLY 
AN ALL-AROUND MASTERFUL TEACHER, 
HE WAS AN ESPECIALLY GOOD APOLOGIST. 
Remember, an apologist is not one who walks 
around apologizing (saying “I’m sorry") all the time, 
but one who defends certain positions or gives 
reasonable answers to vari-
ous questions. Since Jesus was 
(and is) the Truth (John 14:6), 
and since He was a masterful 
defender of Truth, there is no 
one better to consult about 
apologetics than Jesus. 

Notice how Jesus, the Great 
Apologist, used apologetics in 
John chapter five. Jesus was 
speaking to a group of hostile 
Jews about God the Father 
and His own equality with 
Him (John 5:17-30). He did not 
expect people to believe that 
He was God simply because He 
said that He was God. In fact, 
Jesus said, “If I bear witness of 
Myself” (without offering any evidence), “My wit-
ness is not true” (5:31). That is, merely claiming 
something to be true doesn’t make it so; real evi-
dence must be offered.

Jesus then proceeded to give four lines of evidence 
that would prove to anyone with an honest heart 

and an open mind that He was the Christ, the Son of 
God (John 5:31-47). First, the faithful prophet of God, 
John the Baptizer, testified that Jesus was “the Lord,” 
“Who takes away the sin of the world” (1:23,29). 
Second, the supernatural miracles that Jesus worked 
provided powerful proof that He was more than a 
mere man. Third, God the Father testified that Jesus 

was His Son. (The Father spoke 
both through the prophets, 
as well as on His own from 
heaven at Jesus’ baptism.) 
Finally, Jesus defended His 
Godhood by pointing to the 
fact that the Old Testament 
Scriptures supernaturally fore-
told of Him—predicting His 
birth, life, death, resurrection, 
and much more.  

As you can see, Jesus took 
apologetics seriously. He did 
not come to Earth and merely 
claim to be the Son of God, 
asking people to believe 
mystical things that cannot be 
proven. On the contrary, Jesus 

logically defended His deity. He gave people the 
evidence upon which to build a rock-solid, mean-
ingful faith. He expects us to be able to examine 
the evidence, believe it, and be able to defend the 
Truth. That is Christian apologetics!

ERIC LYONS
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Founded on Facts
CHRISTIANITY:

“WHY DO YOU BELIEVE 
IN JESUS CHRIST?” MANY CHRISTIANS 
HAVE BEEN ASKED THAT QUESTION. 
Unfortunately, it is sometimes the case that those 
Christians cannot give good reasons for their belief. 
They may respond by saying, “Because I have faith 
in Jesus.” But the idea most people 
have of the word “faith” is not what 
the Bible says about it. You see, when 
most people use the word “faith,” 
they mean a strong feeling in their 
heart that is not based on reasons 
or evidence. They think that since 
they have such a strong “faith” (feel-
ing in their heart), then their belief 
must be the truth. The problem with 
this way of thinking is that people in 
other religions use the same idea of 

“faith” for their beliefs. Many 
people would 

say they have a strong feeling that Jesus is not the 
Son of God. Muslims would say they have “faith” that 
Mohammed is the prophet of God. Just because 
someone has a strong feeling about something does 
not mean they have a good reason to believe it. 

The truth is, the faith found in the Bible is always 
based on real evidence. Let me show you how that 

works. During the time that Elijah 
was a prophet, the evil King Ahab 
began worshipping the false idol 
named Baal. Many of the people 
of Israel followed their wicked 
king and left the true God. Elijah 
arranged a contest on the top 
of Mount Carmel. Four hundred 
and fifty prophets of Baal came 
to meet him. Elijah explained that 
the prophets of Baal should build 
an altar and put a sacrifice on it, 
and he would build another altar 
to the true God and put a sacrifice 
on it. Then, the prophets of Baal 
would ask their god to send fire 
and burn up their sacrifice. Elijah 

would pray to God to send 
fire to burn 

up the sacrifice on his altar. Whichever god (or God) 
sent fire was the true God.

All of Israel gathered to see which God would 
send fire. The prophets of Baal cried out to Baal. 
They danced around. They cut themselves with 
knives and lances. Since Baal was just an idol, and 
not really a god, nothing happened for hours 
and hours. Then, during the time of the evening 
sacrifice, Elijah prayed to the God of Israel. The 
prophet did not have to wait long. God sent a 
blast of fire from heaven that burned up the 
sacrifice, burned up the stones, and burned up 
the dirt around the altar. When all the people 
who were watching the contest saw the fire 
burn up Elijah’s sacrifice, they fell on their 
faces and said, “The Lord, He is God. The 
Lord, He is God” (1 Kings 18:39). 

You see, Elijah knew that the prophets of 
Baal had a “strong feeling in their heart” 
that Baal was a true God, but they did not 
have any evidence for their belief. They 
did not have the kind of faith that the 
Bible talks about. When Elijah presented 
them with real evidence, they could form a 
true faith, based on the fact that God sent fire 
down from heaven. 

God has always provided plenty of evidence to prove His truth. The 
Creation shows His power. The fulfilled prophecies, miracles, and resur-
rection of Christ prove that Jesus is God’s Son. The correct predictive 
prophecy and perfect factual accuracy prove the Bible is God’s Word. 
The truth about Christianity has never been based simply on strong 
feelings and emotions. Unlike every other religion in the world, Chris-
tianity has always been founded on facts and evidence that can be 
used to show that it is the one true religion of the one true God. 

KYLE BUTT
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ActIvIty 

PageS

FIll In 
The Blanks

1. The Greek noun apologian means “an 
__________” or “a __________.”

2. One purpose of apologetics is to 
respond to a _______________ 
against Christianity.

3. __________ logically defended His 
Godhood when He came to Earth.

4. The correct predictive ____________ 
and perfect factual accuracy prove the 
Bible is God’s Word.

5. God has always provided plenty of 
____________ to prove His truth.

6. The miracles that Jesus worked 
provided powerful proof that He was 
more than a mere ________.

7. The truth about Christianity has never 
been based simply on strong feelings 
and _____________.

8. Jesus defended His Deity by pointing 
to the fact that the Old Testament 
supernaturally ____________ of Him.

9. The apostle Paul said he was set “for 
the defense of the __________.”

10. Apologetics is a valuable _______ that 
God’s people should know how to use.

Across
3. False prophet of Islam
5. Evil king during the time of Elijah who 

worshipped Baal
7. Greek noun meaning “an answer” or “a 

defense”
10. What Jesus offered to His hearers to 

prove that He was the Son of God

Down
1. New Testament prophet who 

testified that Jesus was the Lord
2. True prophet of God who defended 

His existence on Mount Carmel
4. When we provide answers or give a 

defense
6. The false god whom 450 prophets 

worshipped on Mount Carmel
8. The greatest apologist ever
9. Gave an answer in Acts 2:38 to an 

important question

Crossword 
Challenge

Dear Digger Doug, 
Why do people think that 
animals and people just 
evolved? 

Dear reader,

People always have wondered how the world got 
to be the way it is. The Bible teaches that God 
created everything, including humans and all the 
plant and animal kinds (Genesis 1). For hundreds 
of years, nearly everyone in the Western world 
believed in God as Creator. But then a few people 
began to change their minds. They were very 
excited about science. They started to believe 
that science was the only way to know anything 
worth knowing. For instance, if scientists could 
explain the movements of the planets by using 
the laws of nature, then why not explain living 
things by the laws of nature, too?

Unfortunately, Bible believers at this time 
were unprepared for this question. Some of 
the answers they gave were not very good. For 
instance, they said that species of plants and 
animals could not change at all. They were wrong, 
and it was easy for someone like Charles Darwin  
to prove why. This made a lot of people lose 
trust in the religious teachers of the day. Once 
this happened, they were ready to accept Dar-
win’s theory of evolution. Not only did species 
change, but Darwin said there were no limits to 
that change. If there were no limits, then every 
plant and animal—including humans—could have 
come from just one living thing by lots of little 
changes over very long periods of time. So you 
see, some people think that animals and people 
“just evolved” because they want to believe that 
nature can explain everything.

Actually, nature itself teaches us that change 
has its limits. There is no evidence that humans 
evolved from apes, or that birds evolved from 
dinosaurs. No one even knows how this could hap-
pen. Ever since Darwin, evolutionists have been 
trying to get around this problem. They cannot, 
because they refuse to believe that God is part 
of the answer.

Scramble 
SurprISe

Open Your 
BIble 
(NKJV)

Unscramble the words. Then copy 
the letters in the blue boxes to the 
boxes in the hidden message that 
have the same number.

Write your answers on a separate sheet.
1.   Look up and write 1 Peter 3:15.
2.   Now read Philippians 1:17. What key 

word is found in both of these verses
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ANSWERS

Why is Apologetics Important?

CROSSWORD CHALLENGE: Down: 1. John the Baptizer; 2. Elijah; 4. apologetics; 6. Baal; 8. Jesus; 9. Peter; Across: 3. Mohammed; 5. Ahab; 
 7. apologian; 10. evidence.  FILL IN THE BLANKS: 1. answer, defense; 2. challenge; 3. Jesus; 4. prophecies; 5. evidence; 6. man; 7. emotions; 8. foretold; 
9. gospel; 10. tool. SCRAMBLE SURPRISE: defense; answer; response; prove; evidence.  HIDDEN MESSAGE: Always be ready to give a defense to every-

one who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you. 
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IF YOU HAVE READ 
THIS ISSUE OF DISCOVERY CARE-

FULLY, BY NOW YOU SHOULD 
know a lot more about apologetics 

than you did before. But why 
is apologetics important?

First, apologetics is important be-
cause the Bible tells us to be ready to 

answer questions people might want to 
ask us about our faith. Writing in the New 

Testament, the apostle Peter said: 
“Always be ready to give a defense 

to everyone who asks you a rea-
son for the hope that is in you” 

(1 Peter 3:15). This isn’t some-
thing we do just if it happens to be convenient. 

It is a command from God. We should 
always be ready to give a defense, 

or an answer. The Greek word we 
mentioned earlier for “defense” or “answer” is 

apologian, which is the same word Peter 
used in this passage.

Second, apologetics is impor-
tant because the Bible provides us with 
examples of how God expects us to defend 

Him, His Son, and His Word. The apostle Paul said that 
he was set “for the defense of the gospel” (Philippians 
1:17). There’s that word again—apologian. Paul spent 
his entire life as a Christian defending Christianity 
against all kinds of attacks. Some people of Paul’s day 
said that they didn’t believe Jesus was God’s Son. So 
Paul provided an apologian—a defense that proved 
Jesus was exactly Who He claimed to be.

Third, apologetics is important because it helps us 
teach people the truth about how to become a Chris-
tian and have eternal life with God. In Acts 2, the story 
is told of how Peter preached to the very people who 
had killed God’s Son. When they heard Peter’s sermon, 
they were sorry for what they had done. They wanted 
to be forgiven, so they asked: “What shall we do?” (Acts 
2:37). Peter gave them an apologian—an answer to 
their question. He told them what they had to do to 
be forgiven of their sins, and how they could become 
Christians (read Acts 2:38). 

Yes, apologetics is important. Apologetics helps us 
obey God’s command to defend Christianity. Apolo-
getics helps us teach people the truth about what 
they must do to become Christians. Apologetics is a 
valuable tool that God’s people should know how to 
use. We hope this issue of Discovery will help you use 
apologetics.
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