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KYLE BUTT

WHEN YOUR MOTHER WANTS 
TO GO TO THE STORE, HOW DOES SHE GET 
THERE? SHE MAY WALK, BUT MOST OF THE TIME 
she drives. There are many car parts that make the car work, 
but one of the most important parts is the wheel. Most cars 
have four wheels. If one of them goes flat, the car is difficult 
or impossible to drive, and it will not take you where you 
want to go. Of all the inventions humans have designed, 
the wheel is one of the most important and most simple to 
understand. 

Evidence from archaeology shows that wheels go back 
thousands of years. But did you know that humans did 
not really invent the wheel? What I mean by that is God 
invented creatures during the Creation week that roll 
almost exactly like wheels. Scientists have been studying 
these animals and trying to learn how to make robots that 
can roll like the animals do.

One of the most famous rolling creatures is the mother-
of-pearl caterpillar. This little green critter does not look like 
anything extra special. It pokes along at the normal cater-
pillar pace most of the time. If it is threatened, however, it 

has an amazing ability to roll away from danger. 
It anchors its back end to the ground and pulls its 
body up with lightening speed. Then it curls into a 
round wheel shape and launches itself backwards. 
By doing this, it can travel 40 times faster than it nor-
mally travels. That means it can go about 15 inches 
in one second. For a caterpillar, that is super fast. 

The Mount Lyell Salamader is another creature 
that really knows how to rock and roll. It spends 
time on the sides of hills or slopes. If it wants to 
go down the hill quickly, it can roll its body into 
a tire shape and bounce down. The way it rolls its 
body up allows it to be very flexible and absorb the 
bumps and shocks of the trip. Another animal that 
has the ability to roll is the mantis shrimp. It nor-
mally swims, but some species end up “stuck” on 
the sandy beach. In order to get back to the ocean, 

the shrimp can roll into a ball and somersault 
toward the water. 

Scientists at Tufts University realize what an 
incredible ability these creatures have to roll so 
quickly. These researchers have spent thousands 
of hours designing a robot they call the GoQBot. 

The scientists have tried to copy the body 
design and ability of the mother-of-pearl 
caterpillar. These engineers have done a 
great job creating a machine that they 
believe will be useful to man. Even though 
this robot is impressive, it is not as good or 
as quick at rolling as the mother-of-pearl 
caterpillar.

When we think about animals with 
amazing abilities to move, such as the 
mantis shrimp, rolling salamander, and 
mother-of-pearl caterpillar, we can see 
that they have been designed by an intel-
ligent Mind. A series of chance processes 
of evolution working over millions of years 
could not have caused their remarkable 
skills. Instead, we see that an all-powerful, 
all-knowing God is behind their ingenious 

design. Isn’t it amazing how many different animals 
with interesting abilities God put in the world for 
us to study? We should always remember to thank 
Him for such variety. 
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ARCHITECTS MAKE  
BLUEPRINTS, WHICH ARE THEN USED TO 
BUILD HOUSES OR OFFICE BUILDINGS.  
Coaches work up “blueprints” when they come up 
with creative game plans in the hopes of a victory. 
Military leaders work up a “blueprint” as they form a 
plan of attack prior to going into battle. Blueprints 
are designs. Architects, coaches, military leaders, and 
many others often form various kinds of blueprints 
prior to building a house, a team, or an army. Most 
everyone understands the value of blueprints, as well 
as the fact that blueprints call for a creator. Blueprints 
do not come together by time, chance, and non-intel-
ligence. Furthermore, the more complex the designs, 
the more intelligent the designer(s) must be.

Have you ever considered the design of the beaver? 
In a sense, a beaver’s body is the result of a magnifi-
cent blueprint. Its tail was made 
according to a blueprint. And it has 
a kind of blueprint engrained in its 
brain that enables it to build com-
plex dams and dwellings.

The beaver has one of the most 
recognized tails in the world. It is 
long and flat, which helps the bea-
ver to balance when it stands on its 
hind legs. As a beaver swims, it uses 
its tail like a boat’s rudder, to steer 
exactly where it needs to go. When 
a beaver senses danger, it can make a loud noise 
by slapping its tail on the water, which alerts 
other beavers to get away and hide. Does it make 
good sense to think that a perfectly designed, 
balancing, boat-like rudder, which also functions 

wood in the water without getting water in its mouth. 
The flaps of skin also help keep splinters out of the bea-
ver’s mouth. The beaver’s amazing teeth and mouth 

demand a Designer and defy the false 
theory of evolution.

Not only is the beaver itself a kind 
of blueprint, it also has the ability to 
work from a blueprint. This blueprint 
is “built” into the brain of beavers. We 
call this instinct. A family of beavers 
will spend weeks or months purpose-
fully placing branches, leaves, stones, 
and mud in specific places in order to 
build useful dams and lodges. Beavers 
are animal architects that demand an 
adequate explanation. They do not 
have to attend engineering school 
to know how to build a dam. They 
instinctively know how to raise water 
levels by building dams. 

How can anyone study the beaver and come to the 
conclusion that this animal is merely the result of mind-
less matter? Such functional, complex engineering 
demands a Chief Engineer. Indeed, beavers’ “blueprints” 
call for a Creator. 

Beavers’  “Blueprints” 

Demand A  Designer
as an alarm device, grew by chance on the end of the 
beaver’s body? To ask is to answer. Like a blueprint, 
the beaver’s useful, versatile tail shows design, fore-
thought, intent, and purpose.

In addition to the beaver’s amaz-
ing tail, these cute critters are also 
well-known for their four incisors 
(front teeth). Beavers use their 
strong jaws and sturdy teeth to cut 
down small trees to build dams 
and homes. Their teeth continue 
to grow throughout their lives, but 
they never grow too long since the 
teeth are constantly wearing down 
as the beavers use them to cut and 
gnaw wood.

Beavers not only have perfectly 
designed teeth; they also have 
perfectly designed mouths. The 
beaver’s front four teeth are sepa-
rated from its back 16 teeth by a large space. (The 
front teeth are used for cutting and the back teeth 
for grinding.) In this space are flaps of skin that can 
close—separating the front teeth and back teeth. By 
closing up its mouth behind its inci-
sors, the beaver can 
haul or gnaw on 
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CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES  

CAMP

A.P. Christian Evidences Camp —Week 2  
(June 28-July 3): The Flood

Indian Creek Youth Camp (ICYC) in Oakman, Alabama 

• Come and join us for a week of faith-building,  
fellowship, and fun.

• Approximately 20 beds for boys and 20 beds for girls 
still available.

• Register on-line at www.indiancreekyouthcamp.org.

• The camp is for 3rd-12th graders.

•  Cost: $135 (All checks are to be made to ICYC.)

• Call 334-272-8558 for more information.

*A.P. Week 1 (on the Godhood and Greatness of Christ) 
is full.
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1.  The line between the Earth and the sky that you can see miles away  
from you.   ______________

2.  “He Who built all things” (Hebrews 3:4).   ____________
3.  A caterpillar that can travel 40 times faster than it normally travels.   

_________  __  ________
4.  A shrimp that, when “stuck” on a beach, can roll into a ball and somersault 

toward the water.   _______  _________
5.  The number of ocelli dragonflies have.   __________
6.  An animal that instinctively knows how to raise water levels by building dams.   

________
7.  Beavers use this body part to balance when standing on two legs, as well as to 

steer when swimming in the water.   __________ 
8.  What engineers call their copy of the dragonfly’s ocelli design.   __________  

_________
9.  Complex, functional design demands this.   __________
10.  The special, little eyes of dragonflies, which they use to see the horizon  

(in order to make sure they are properly oriented).   __________

Solve, FInd,  
and CIrcle
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ANSWERS

Dragonflies: Engineered to See More 
Than You Might Think

SOLVE , FIND, AND CIRCLE: 1. horizon; 2. God; 3. mother-of-pearl; 4. mantis shrimp; 5. three; 6. beaver; 
 7. tail; 8. biomorphic ocelli; 9. designer (or engineer); 10. ocelli.
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HAVE YOU EVER PLAYED 
IN FRONT OF THE AUTOMATIC DOORS AT A 
STORE, SEEING HOW CLOSE YOU CAN GET  
to the doors before they open, or seeing if you can 
move so slowly that they never open or notice that 
you are there? Those are fun games, but have you 
ever thought about why the doors work that way? 
They have a special detector or sensor, kind of like a 
special camera (a motion detector), that “watches” for 
movement close to the doors. There are many kinds 
of sensors that engineers have designed—thermal 
sensors (that detect heat), acoustic sensors (that detect 
sound vibrations), pressure sensors, 
light sensors, magnetometers (that 
detect magnetic fields), and many 
others. Sensors are always designed 
by someone.

Amazingly, scientists have discov-
ered that dragonflies are equipped 
with a fascinating sensor called a 
horizon sensor. As dragonflies move 
through the air with their amazing 
speed and ability to turn quickly, they 
need some way to tell whether they 

are angled the right way. To do this, they use three 
special, little eyes called ocelli (oh-SELL-eye). These 
are not their regular (compound) eyes that they use 
to see. Ocelli watch the horizon (the line between the 
Earth and the sky that you can see miles away from 
you) in order to make sure dragonflies are positioned 
or oriented the way they want to be. Does that sound 
like something that would just accidentally grow on a 
dragonfly one day? Or does it sound like it was inten-
tionally designed by Someone?

As proof that it was designed, think about this. Engi-
neers are so amazed by the design of the dragonfly’s 
ocelli that they are now trying to copy ocelli design for 

use on their own designs, which they 
call biomorphic (bye-oh-MORF-ic) 
ocelli. Why would some of the greatest 
engineering minds of the world try to 
copy something that was the result of 
accidents? It makes more sense that 
the amazing ocelli of the dragonfly 
were designed by an even more amaz-
ing Engineer—God. Just as a building 
requires a builder, design requires a 
designer (Hebrews 3:4).
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BIOMORPHICOCELLIERQH

YSJARQNOCELLITWIALRR

CEQVREMNMHJNJVWEAPUE

PMANTISSHRIMPIPKLFME

NVIIVCVCYGOTLFVFZDOU

TADKRFHQDJIBOSYJHECQ

FHLZTNJHHQRRRNRXFSSP

IBDXAFJZUPEERRXRGIYY

RTUBIZEXJHEKEQZXZGAA
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OZYOBKNYBJVBHORIZONM

OZVDVEPDBRVLLZLADXMI

JEFF MILLER

OCELLI
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