The Jefferson Memorial
In all my travels, I had never been
to Washington, D.C., our nation’s
Capitol. I had traveled to Russia and
Ukraine, Austria and Amsterdam,
Honduras and Peru, but never to the
Capitol. As a child, I heard stories
about Washington, with its beautiful
monuments and rich history, and had
always wanted to go. Finally, at the
end of May of this year, I had the opportunity to visit Washington, D.C.—
and it was amazing.
Monuments built to honor soldiers,
presidents, and wars fill the Capitol
with rich history. My trip only lasted

a few days, so there
was no way I could see
everything. But I did get to visit the
Washington Monument, Lincoln Memorial, Jefferson Memorial, Library
of Congress, National Archives Building, Supreme Court Building, Capitol
Building, the National Museum of
Natural History, as well as other significant memorials and attractions.
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One of the most interesting things
about the Capitol is the fact that our
country’s Founding Fathers had a
strong belief in God and His Word.
In many schools and public places,
people are trying to take “God” out of
things. In many schools, the Ten Commandments cannot be posted, students
cannot lead prayers, and Bibles cannot be read. But that is not how our
country started. In fact, my trip to
Washington helped me to see that the
United States of America was founded
on principles taught in the Bible, and
many of the monuments and exhibits
prove this fact.
For instance, the Washington Monument is the tallest structure in the
Capitol. On the very tip of it there is
a 100 oz. aluminum triangle with writing on four of its sides. On one side,
the phrase Laus Deo is inscribed. This
phrase is Latin and means “Praise be
to God.”
Isn’t it interesting that in a country which seems to be trying to erase
God from many places such as schools
and courtrooms, at the very tip of
the highest structure in the nation’s
Capitol, it says that praise should
be given to God? We should let
such monuments remind us that
our nation was founded on the idea of
God, and if we forget that fact, our nation will fall. The writer of Psalm nine
said: “The wicked shall be turned into
hell, and all the nations that forget God” (Psalm 9:17).
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Early one morning on my trip I decided to walk to the Jefferson
Memorial. It is a beautiful circular building with huge marble columns. In the center stands a large statue of Thomas Jefferson. When
I arrived, it was so early in the morning that I practically had the
monument to myself. Besides a few construction workers, security
officers, and an occasional jogger, I was by myself in the huge memorial.
On the walls of the building, huge blocks of writing surround the
statue in the center. When you begin to read the writing, it quickly
becomes apparent that Thomas Jefferson believed in God. His belief in God caused him to make many very important decisions.
For instance, on the wall to the right of the statue, this statement
made by Jefferson is engraved: “God Who gave us life gave us
liberty. Can the liberties

of a nation be secure
when we have removed a conviction that these liberties are
the gift of God?” Thomas Jefferson was asking a very good
question. He understood that our freedom in the United
States is a gift from God. But he also understood that if we
forget that this gift comes from God, then we will lose our
freedoms. It is sad, but many people are starting to forget that our freedom comes from God. They think that
Americans are free because we are braver, more knowlegable, or wealthier than other people. That simply is not
true. America is free because God has allowed the nation
to be free. If we forget this fact, we will lose our freedom.
Jefferson also made this statement: “When I reflect on the
fact that God is just. That His justice cannot sleep forever.” Jefferson said this in regard to the slavery that was going on in his
day. He thought slavery was wrong, and against God’s will. He
also knew that because God is a just God Who will punish sin,
then our nation would be held responsible for breaking God’s
laws. Today the situation is similar. Even though we no longer
approve of slavery, our nation murders children and calls it
abortion. Our nation allows sinful things such as pornography
to be legal. Since God is just, He cannot continue to allow
such sinful things to go on without holding our nation responsible for them. His justice cannot sleep forever. Many more
statements about God cover the building. We need to listen to
what the Jefferson Memorial is trying to tell us.
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The
Lincoln
Memorial
The Lincoln Memorial was built about a mile
from the Washington Monument. The walkway to
it is beautiful. A long, rectangular pool, called the
reflecting pool, covers the several hundred yards
directly in front of the monument. Other historic
monuments have been constructed on the various
sides of the pool such as the Vietnam War Memorial, Korean War Memorial, and the World War II
Memorial.
A large set of marble steps
leads up to the open-faced
building of the Lincoln Memorial. Directly in the center
of the building, facing out of
the monument toward the
pool and the Washington
Monument, a beautiful, huge
marble statue of Abraham
Lincoln has been sculpted.
Abraham Lincoln is sitting
down, and his large marble
feet and hands tower
many feet above
the visitors to
the site. When I
was there, hundreds of students
in school groups
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and other tourists were coming in and going out,
walking up and down the steps. This monument
is one of D.C.’s most visited attractions. On either
side of Lincoln’s statue, writings and statements he
made are engraved in huge letters on the walls.
In these speeches and writings, Lincoln repeatedly quoted Scripture, mentioned God, and talked
about things in the Bible. For instance, he said:
“As was said three thousand years ago, so still it
must be said ‘The judgments of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether.’ ” Lincoln was quoting
Psalm 19:9. He wanted his listeners (and readers)
to understand that God’s ways are right, regardless
of what people may think
about them. Sadly, today
many people in politics don’t
even know what the Bible
says, and they certainly are
not using it to make decisions
about the laws they are making. They have forgotten the
judgments of God. Lincoln
and many of the Founding
Fathers would be sad to see
how little most politicians today know about the Bible or
care about God.
Lincoln also made many
other references to God and
the Bible. He said such things
as “the Almighty has His
own purposes,” “let us judge
not that we be not judged”
(Matthew 7:1), and he quoted
the entire verse of Matthew
18:7. The Lincoln Monument
reminds us that many of the
most influential Americans knew what the Bible
says and used the principles of the Bible to help
them guide the nation. It is time we demand that
modern-day leaders use the principles of the Bible
to make their decisions as
well.
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One of the most
amazing and interesting stops that I made
on the trip was at the Library of Congress. It is a huge, beautiful building
that houses hundreds of thousands of books. In
fact, I think several of our books from Apologetics Press are actually there, but I did not get the
chance to see them. On the ceiling of the building,
beautiful paintings and inscriptions cover the surface. Many of these inscriptions are quotes from famous authors and artists. Among these inscriptions
there are several statements about God or quotes
from Scripture.
For instance, one inscription states: “Nature
is the art of God.” Such a statement matches perfectly with Bible verses such as Romans 1:20 which
says that God’s eternal power can be understood
by the physical Universe. The inscription also fits
well with Psalm 19:1, which states: “The heavens
declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows
His handiwork.” Truly, nature is God’s way of
showing humans some of His power and ability. It
is a shame that many, including those in governmental-sponsored positions, have forgotten this fact

		

and teach the false
theory of evolution.
Just down the street
from the Library of Congress, the National Museum of Natural History is
filled with false teachings about evolution that deny
the existence of God and that do not recognize
nature as God’s handiwork. But all those who are
willing to be honest with the evidence must admit
that nature is too beautiful and complex to have
evolved. An all-powerful God is the only adequate
cause of the natural world around us.
In another place on the ceiling of the Library of
Congress, the Scripture is quoted: “The Light shineth in darkness and the darkness comprehendeth
it not.” This quote comes directly from John 1:5.
In that verse, Jesus Christ is described as the Light,
and the darkness is the wickedness of humans who
reject Him. Unfortunately, it is true that many people who visit the Library of Congress do not even
know that this passage is found in the Bible, and
they do not obey Jesus. They continue to live sinful
lives without taking the time to find out God’s will
for them. The light of Jesus shines in the world, but
they do not understand His truth.
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Cr o s s w o r d

1

2

4

5

Down
1. Our nation’s capital
2. He stated: “As was said three thousand
years ago, so still it must be said ‘The
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.’ ”
3. A quotation from John 1:5 is found on the
ceiling of this building
5. The building in which you would find 9
wooden doors that have a carving of tablets representing the Ten Commandments
on them
8. The only adequate cause for the
natural world around us

6

7

8

Across
4. In this building, many of the most important historic documents of our country can
be viewed
6. The Preamble of the Declaration of Independence refers to God in this way

7. The Founding Father who asked this question: “Can the liberties of a nation be secure when we have removed a conviction
that these liberties are the gift of God?”
9. A Latin phrase meaning “Praise be to
God”

1. ___ The tallest structure in Washington,
D.C.
2. ___ Where the words Laus Deo (“Praise be
to God”) are found
3. ___ “When I reflect on the fact that God is
just. That His justice cannot sleep forever”
4. ___ Quoted Matthew 7:1
5. ___ A beautiful building that houses hundreds of thousands of books
6. ___ An inscription of 2 Timothy 2:6 is
carved on the front of this building
7. ___ A sculpture on a wall in this building
has tablets with numbers on them symbolizing the Ten Commandments

1.		____ Our country’s Founding Fathers
had a strong belief in God and His
Word.

A. Lincoln

7. ____ The National Museum of Natural
History is filled with false teachings
about evolution that deny the existence
of God.

B. Library of Congress
C. U.S. Department of Agriculture
D. Washington Monument
E. Supreme Court

Dear Digger Doug,
Why are there so many
languages? What is the
original language?—
Maddie McCaleb,
Bulverde, TX.
Dear Maddie,
Thank you for
writing. Languages
are very interesting to
study. The ability of humans to speak in words
came from God. Adam and Eve (and all human
beings since) were created in God’s image (Genesis 1:26-27). Among other things, that means
that people were created to speak by means of
language (just as God can). Animals were not
created in God’s image, and cannot speak like
people can speak.
Adam and Eve, and all people up to Noah’s
day, spoke the same language (Genesis 11:1).
We have no way of knowing what that original
language was. Sometime after the Flood, God directly intervened at the Tower of Babel (Genesis

62

Discovery • August 2006

F. Statement made
by Jefferson

11), and caused people to begin speaking several
different languages. Since that time, thousands
of languages and dialects have developed from
the languages that God brought into existence at
Babel.
Languages, just like many other things within
cultures, are always changing. Words become
less or more frequently used. They come to have
additional meanings, or can change meanings
altogether. When a person reads the word “prevent” in the King James Version (1 Thessalonians
4:15), he must understand that this word does not
mean the same thing it did when this version was
first produced in 1611. Then, it meant “to go before; to precede.” Today, it means “to keep from
happening.”
Since the events that occurred at the Tower
of Babel thousands of years ago, languages have
been in a state of change. And, they are still
changing today. One thing to always keep in mind
is that God is unchangeable in His righteousness,
goodness, mercy, and justice. He is “the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).

www.DiscoveryMagazine.com
© COPYRIGHT, APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC., 2010, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

True or False

Ma tching

3

G. At the very
top of the
Washington
Monument

2. ____ Thomas Jefferson was an atheist.
3. ____ President Lincoln rarely referred
to God and Scripture in his speeches.
4. ____ God’s ways are right, regardless
of what people may think about them.
5. ____ Lincoln and many of the Founding Fathers would be sad to see how
little most politicians today know about
the Bible or care about God.
6. ____ No quotations from Scripture appear in the Library of Congress.

8. ____ The Constitution is housed in the
National Archives building.
9. ____ Washington, D.C. is filled with
reminders that God, the Almighty Creator, is responsible for the good things
that our country has received.
10. ____ We should expect God to “bless
the U.S.A.” even when our country
does not respect His laws of justice
and righteousness.

Complete the Bi b le Verses
(New Ki ng James Versio n)
1. “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that ________
God” (Psalm 9:17).
2. “The judgments of the _______ are true and righteous altogether” (Psalm
19:9).
3. “The ________ declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His
_________” (Psalm 19:1).
4. “And the _____ shines in the darkness, and the _________ did not comprehend it” ( John 1:5).
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GOD WILL NOT

GO AWAY
Throughout the trip, references to God kept
popping up all over the Capitol. For instance, as
I was walking by the U.S. Department of Agriculture building, I saw an inscription carved into the
front of it. When I looked closer, I realized that it
was a quote from the Bible. It says: “The husbandman that laboreth must be first partaker of the
fruits” (2 Timothy 2:6). The quote is attributed to
“Saint Paul.”

The National Archives Building houses one of
the most famous references to God. In this building, many of the most important historic documents of our country can be viewed. The Constitution, Bill of Rights, and Declaration of Independence
are all kept in a room of the Archives building
called the Rotunda. One of the most well-known
of all historic statements is found at the beginning
of the Declaration of Independence in a section called
the Preamble. It reads: “We hold these truths to

be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” In another
room, a photograph on the wall has a woman
holding up a sign that says “God bless
you all.”
At the Supreme Court
Building, the carved wooden doors that go into the
court chamber have
a carving of tablets
representing the Ten
Commandments on
them, and a sculpture
on the wall of the
chamber also has tablets with numbers on
them symbolizing the
Ten Commandments.
The truth is, just about
everywhere you turn in
Washington, D.C. there is a
reminder that God, the Almighty
Creator, is responsible for the good
things that this country of ours has received. If our
country forgets God and tries to remove Him and
His Word from schools, courtrooms, and other
places, God will take away our freedoms. If we
do not remember God and His laws of justice and
righteousness, we will no longer be able to sing
“God Bless the U.S.A.” Let us all decide to do our
part to help our fellow citizens remember that we
are supposed to be “One Nation Under God.”

MATCHING: 1-D (Washington Monument); 2-G (At the very top of the Washington Monument); 3-F (Statement made by Jefferson); 4-A (Lincoln); 5-B (Library of Congress);
6-C (U.S. Department of Agriculture); 7-E (Supreme Court). TRUE OR FALSE: 1-T; 2-F; 3-F; 4-T; 5-T; 6-F; 7-T; 8-T; 9-T; 10-F. CROSSWORD: Down 1-Washington DC; 2-Lincoln; 3-Library of
Congress; 5-Supreme Court; 8-God; Across 4-National Archives; 6-Creator; 7-Jefferson; 9-Laus Deo. COMPLETE THE BIBLE VERSES: 1-forget; 2-Lord; 3-heavens, handiwork; 4-light, darkness.
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