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Job’s Amazing Example
of Endurance
Kyle Butt

Many years ago there lived a very rich man
named Job. He owned thousands of sheep, camels, oxen, and donkeys. God had blessed this man
with many loyal servants and with seven sons and
three daughters. Job was a righteous man who did
what was good and avoided doing evil. He was respected in his community and many people looked
to him for help. He often helped the poor, widows,
and orphans, and gave excellent advice to others.
Because of Job’s righteous life, Satan hated him
and wanted to tempt him to give up his faith in God.
One day, Satan came to present himself to God. God
asked if Satan had taken a look at Job, a righteous
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man who feared
God and avoided
evil. Satan had seen Job,
but claimed that Job only
served God because God had
blessed him with physical riches.
Satan said that Job would curse God
to His face if Job’s riches were taken
away. God knew this would not happen, so He allowed Satan to strip Job of all his earthly wealth.
In one day Job’s ten children were killed, his
livestock and riches were stolen or destroyed, and
almost all of his servants were killed. When Job
heard the tragic news of all his losses, the Bible tells
us that he “fell to the ground and worshiped.” He
then said, “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken
away; blessed be the name of the Lord” ( Job 1:21).
In all of his pain and loss, Job still trusted in God.
But Satan was not finished tormenting Job. In
Job chapter two we read that Satan again came to
God. God again asked Satan if he had taken a look
at Job. Even though Job had suffered so much, he
still had his faith in God. Satan responded that Job
still trusted God because Job had not suffered physical illness or disease. If Job was sick and his health
was taken away, Satan said, then Job would curse
God. Knowing that Satan was wrong, God allowed
Satan to bring terrible physical disease upon Job.
Satan struck Job with painful boils. His skin became dry and cracked. When Job sat up, he hurt.
When he lay down, he hurt. Even when he stood up,
the pain from the boils was terrible. When his wife saw
Job’s miserable condition, she encouraged him to curse
God and die. But he would not. In all his suffering, Job
did not “curse God” like Satan had said he would. In
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fact, Job continued to trust
God. Job even
said that if God killed him, he
would still trust Him ( Job 13:15).
After Job went through
all his suffering and continued
to trust in God, he was blessed
again with good health. His financial possessions increased twice as
much as he had before his suffering,
and he had ten more children. He grew
old and watched his grandchildren grow.
But one of the most interesting things about the
story of Job is the fact that even though God spoke
to Job in chapters 38-41, God did not give him a
reason for his suffering. God never even tried to explain why He allowed Job to suffer. From the Bible
story, we have no record that Job ever knew about
Satan’s two meetings with God, or was ever given
a reason for his suffering. Basically, God helped
Job understand that God’s ways are always the
best, even though we may not understand them.
Looking back on the story of Job, we realize
that God was using Job to show the world that not
all humans are selfish and out to “get things” from
God. In fact, Job shows us that he loved God and was
going to trust in Him regardless of the temptations

that Satan used against him. God was using Job as
an amazing example of patience in times of trouble.
God was using Job to write “the book” on human suffering and endurance. Job’s amazing patience has
been an example for literally billions of people for
several thousand years. His story has helped many
other people deal correctly with tragedy in their lives.
Even in the New Testament, Job’s faithful attitude is
put forth as an example to follow (see James 5:11).
From this story, we should learn that God might
be using the sorrows, troubles, and trials that each
of us go through for a much greater good that we do
not understand now. In the end, we must remember
that “all things work together for good to those who
love God” (Romans 8:28)—even pain and suffering.
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Job’s Three Friends

Dave Miller

Job didn’t know what hit him! He was living life with his family and friends, enjoying
the blessings that God had showered down upon him. Suddenly, out of nowhere, calamity struck! He was plunged into misery, heartache, and great pain. First, he lost his possessions and his wealth. Then he lost his ten children—all on one day! They were killed when
a tornado collapsed the house where they were having a birthday party. And as if these sad
events were not enough, Job was then afflicted with a horrible skin disease that caused
painful sores to appear all over his body. The sores caused him constant suffering. He
took a piece of broken pottery and began scraping his sores as he sat on an ash heap.
Three of Job’s best friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar) heard of his tragedies.
So they traveled to where Job lived in order to comfort him and mourn with him
over his losses. Job’s body was so ugly from the sores that his friends did not recognize him, and they began to cry when they saw how miserable he looked. They
sat down with him on the ground, but they stayed silent for a whole week because
they could see that their friend’s physical suffering and grief were very intense.
Finally, Job cried out in anguish. He said he wished he had never been born,
or that he had died at birth. He felt he was being tortured. He wondered why he
had to endure such horrible suffering. Having spoken, Job’s three friends began
to speak one by one. They had one main point, which they repeated over and over
again to Job. They insisted that he was suffering because he had sinned against God.
They did not know that it was actually Satan who had brought Job’s
sufferings upon Him—not because he had sinned—but because Satan wanted to try to get Job to turn his back on God. The friends
were wrong in falsely accusing Job. What is the lesson for us? We
must not assume that when bad things happen to other people,
it is automatically due
to some wrong they
have done.
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Too Big For Your Britches?
Brad Harrub

Have you ever heard your parents or grandparents say: “You’re getting too big for your
britches”? This expression doesn’t mean that we
have outgrown our pants. Rather it means that we
are getting out of line, and are probably acting (or
talking) in a way that isn’t respectful to our parents
or elders. We’re making requests or demands that
we probably shouldn’t be making. This is precisely what Job did as his suffering continued. He
requested to speak to God—even stating, “You call,
and I will answer, or let me speak first and You
respond to me” ( Job 13:22). In the midst of Job’s
suffering, he forgot to Whom he was speaking.
In Job chapter 38, God responded to Job. This
passage begins: “Then the Lord answered Job
out of the whirlwind, and said: ‘Who is this who
darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question
you, and you shall answer Me.’” God basically
told Job: “Young man, you’ve gotten too big
for your britches. Stand up tall because
you and I are going to have a talk!
Only I’m the one Who is going
to be doing all the talking.” So,
for the next three chapters, God

pounded Job with question after question—many of
which we still have not been able to answer. Consider some of the questions the Lord asked Job.
•

Where were you when I laid the
foundations of the Universe?

•

Can you command the morning and cause dawn?

•

Have you entered into the
springs of the sea?

•

Where is the way to the dwelling of light?

•

Have you entered the treasury of snow or hail?

•

Who makes the path for the thunderbolt? Can you send out lightnings?

•

Does the hawk fly by your wisdom?

•

Can you control the behemoth or the leviathan?

God was trying to show Job just how mighty
He was. This humbling passage is a reminder to
all of us of just how powerful God truly is. Hopefully, Job’s experience will help us remember
not ever to become too big for our britches.
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T r u e o r Fa l s e

Dear Digger Doug,
In the Old Testament,
when Rahab hid the
two spies to protect
them, and then
lied to the people
about not knowing them, did God
consider that a sin?
And if God considered it a lie, why was
she rewarded?
Tucker Anderson

1. _____
2. _____

Job was a real person.

4. _____

Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar stayed
silent for a whole week before
speaking to Job.

2. _____

Insulted God by alleging that Job
only served God because he was
blessed

B. God

G. Job’s wife

4. _____

An animal that God made along
with Job

C. Whirlwind

H. Job

5. _____

This Old Testament prophet
mentioned Job by name

D. James

I. Ezekiel

E. Satan

J. Behemoth

God blessed Rahab for lying.

7. _____

7. _____

Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar accused
Job of sinning against God.

Allowed Satan to take
Job’s wealth and health
away from him

8. _____

Job is never mentioned outside of
the book of Job.

8. _____

While suffering, Job sat
upon one of these

9. _____

Job’s perseverance is
referred to by this
New Testament writer
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F. Zophar

God asked this man questions that
he could not answer.

6. _____
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A. Ash heap

3. _____

God answered Job out of this

Rahab was rewarded for her faith in the one
true God, which was shown by the fact that
“she received the spies with peace” (Hebrews
11:31; James 2:25). Scripture nowhere approves of Rahab’s sin of lying. Rather, her
righteous works are what God commended
and approved.
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Told Job to curse God and die

6. _____

Rahab did, indeed, lie about the Israelite spies.
But she was not rewarded by God because she
lied or because she was a harlot. The Bible
records many sinful acts that God’s servants
committed through the centuries. When the
Bible praises these men and women, however,
it is not for their evil deeds. Noah was “righteous,” not because he got drunk following
the Flood (Genesis 9:20-23), but because he
obeyed God by building the ark and preached
God’s message faithfully. Also, David was
once called “a man after God’s own heart”
(1 Samuel 13:14), but this was not because he
committed adultery and had a man murdered.
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1. _____

Job lost his ten children and all of his
wealth in one day.  

Age 11, Stark City, MO.

Thank you for your question. God has certainly always been displeased with the sin of lying.
Proverbs 6:17 says that “the Lord hates…a lying tongue.” One of the Ten Commandments
was, “You shall not bear false witness against
your neighbor” (Exodus 20:16). In the New
Testament, the apostle Paul wrote: “Do not lie
to one another” (Colossians 3:9).

The book of Job says that God
eventually told Job why he was
suffering.

3. _____

5. _____

Dear Tucker,

Job suffered great loss, but still
trusted in God.

Matc h i n g

10. _____ One of Job’s friends

O N A S E PAR ATE
S H E ET O F PAP E R
1. Write down some of the questions God
asked Job.
2. What lesson(s) can we learn from Job’s
friends?

C o m p lete
th e B ib le Ve r s e s
1. “The Lord ______, and the Lord has taken
away; _______ be the name of the Lord”
( Job 1:21).
2. “And we know that ____ things work together for good to those who _____ God, to those
who are the called according to His purpose”
(Romans 8:28).
3. “Though He slay me, yet will I _____ Him”
( Job 13:15).
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Based upon the degree of suffering that Job endured, and the short time frame in which it all occurred, some people believe that Job was not a real person. Instead, they think he simply was made up to
teach a lesson about human suffering. Perhaps, they say, he is to be valued like such Bible-story figures as
the good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37), the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32), or the rich fool (Luke 12:16-21).
If Job were not mentioned anywhere else in the Bible, apart from the book of Job, those who claim he was
not a real person might be able to argue their position more confidently. But the fact is, Job is mentioned in three
different verses in Scripture (outside the book of Job), and in all three passages he is considered an actual person.
The first two places where his name is found are Ezekiel 14, verses 14
and 20. In verse 14, the prophet stated: “Even if these three men, Noah,
Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would deliver only themselves by their
righteousness.” Verse 20 records: “[E]ven though Noah, Daniel, and
Job were in it, as I live, says the Lord God, they would deliver neither son nor daughter; they would deliver only themselves by
their righteousness.” Ezekiel’s point in both verses was that
the ungodly conditions in the land during his day were
such that even if Noah, Daniel, and Job lived in that city,
no one else would be saved. Ezekiel spoke of all three of
these men as being real people, not legendary characters.
Job is also mentioned in the latter part of the book
of James. In chapter five we read: “You have heard of
the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by
ERIC LYONS
the Lord” (verse 11). James, who was writing through inspiration, was not writing about an imaginary person!
Finally, that Job was a real person is stated plainly by God within
the book of Job itself. In his second “speech” to Job, God declared that
the mighty behemoth was “made along with you” (40:15). If Job were
just a fairy tale character, God certainly would not have spoken as having
“made” him. Even though much about Job remains a mystery, we can
know that he was a real person who suffered far more than you and
me, and yet remained faithful to his God—just like we must do.

Was Job
a Real
Person?

TRUE OR FALSE: 1-T; 2-F; 3-T; 4-T; 5-T; 6-F; 7-T; 8-F. MATCHING: 1-G ( Job’s wife); 2-E (Satan); 3-H ( Job); 4-J (Behemoth); 5-I (Ezekiel); 6-C (Whirlwind); 7-B (God);
8-A (Ash heap); 9-D ( James); 10-F (Zophar). COMPLETE THE BIBLE VERSES: 1-gave; blessed; 2-all; love; 3-trust.
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