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This issue of Discovery magazine is de-
voted to understanding right from wrong.
In the world today, few people are doing
the right thing. Even some religious peo-
ple have started following Satan to do
wrong. We can know right from wrong,
and we must do what is right. God has
left us a standard of right and wrong, a
guidebook to use in knowing what to do—
the Bible. In this Book, we learn about
the One Whom we are to imitate—dJesus,
Who said, “I am the way, the truth, and
the life” (John 14:6).

he man ran into the
| bank, pointed a )
gun at the lady

behind the desk, and
shouted, “Give me all your
money!” She quickly filled a
bag with money and gave it
to the man. He took it—and
then shot her! But, he didn’t run
out of the bank. He didn’t jump
into a car and drive off. He wasn’
even wearing a mask! He walked
out slowly, and went about his
business. Why didn’t the police
stop him? Why wasn’t he put
in prison for robbing the bank
and killing the teller?

Imagine a world without
right and wrong. People could A
do whatever they wanted to do—the world
would be an absolute mess! If I wanted to
rob a bank, that would be just fine. If you
decided to murder someone, you could not
be arrested for it. There would be no laws,
no police, and no courts.

1 )

A world without right and wrong is a
world doomed to die. Obviously, there must
be right and wrong—we could not exist for
long without them. But how do we know
right from wrong? We have seen that indi-
viduals cannot have their own version of
right and wrong, so there must be a right
and wrong that is higher than man. It can-
not come from animals, because they have :
no sense of right and wrong. It cannot come §
from rocks and trees, because they cannot
tell us what to do. There are rules to tell
us what to do, and it is by these rules that
everyone lives. These rules tell us that cer-
tain things are right and certain things are
wrong. And where there are rules, there
must be a Ruler.

ZACH SMITH
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re you ever tempted to break the
A law? Maybe you have gone into a

grocery store and considered swiping
some of the candy from the candy aisle. Or,
perhaps when a policeman has instructed
you to cross the road at a particular inter-
section, you have thought about disobeying
his orders. Sometimes when we want to do
something—even though we know the law is
against it—the temptation to go ahead and
break the law can be very strong.

Jesus made it very clear that He wants
His people to be model citizens. He wants
Christians to be very careful to obey the
laws of the government. On one occasion,
some bad men who disliked Jesus tried to
trick Him by asking Him whether it was
lawful to pay taxes to the king of Rome. Je-
sus asked someone to give Him a coin. He
then asked them whose image was on the
coin. They said it was Caesar’s. Jesus then
stated: “Render therefore to Caesar the

o

things that are Caesar’s, and to God the
things that are God’s” (Matthew 22:21).

Paul put it this way: “Let every soul be
subject to the governing authorities” (Romans
13:1). That means everyone is supposed to
obey the laws that have been made by the
government, Most of the laws of the land are
meant to help people get along with each
other, to be safe, and to keep order and
peace. Think what would happen if a person
did not drive on the correct side of the road.
He would cause an accident and hurt himself
and others. So laws are not usually meant to
be bad, mean, or unfair.

There is an exception to this principle of
obeying the laws of the land, which was
given by the apostles when certain authori-
ties told them to stop teaching people about
Jesus. They said: “We ought to obey God
rather than men” (Acts 5:29). They meant
that when human laws conflict with God’s
laws, we must obey God’s laws—even if it
means breaking man’s laws. But when
man’s laws do not conflict with God’s laws,
Christians should obey the laws of the land.
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“ ake out the trash.” “Clean up your
room.” “Get your homework done.”

“Study your Bible lesson.” You have

probably heard statements like these many
times in your life. Yet, how often do you dis-
obey the instructions your parents give you?

You may not think that obeying your par-
ents is really all that important. You may
consider “forgetting” to take out the trash, or
failing to get your Bible lesson completed be-
fore Sunday, as minor offenses. If this is your
attitude (and many young people think this
way), you need to consider what God says
about obeying your parents.

The apostle Paul, in writing his letter to
the church at Colosse, specifically targeted chil-
dren with these words: “Children, obey your
parents in all things, for this is well pleasing
to the Lord” (Colossians 3:20). Paul believed
that this message was so important that he
also repeated it when writing to the church at
Ephesus. He instructed young people, saying:

Children, obey your parents in the Lord,
for this is right. “Honor your father and
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mother,” which is the first command-
ment with promise: “that it may be well
with you and you may live long on the
earth” (Ephesians 6:1-3).

This passage is a quotation from the fifth law

in the Ten Commandments that God gave Mo-
ses on Mount Sinai (read Exodus 20:12).

The reason that Paul said this is “the first
commandment with promise” is because this
commandment was the first one with a spe-
cial promise attached to it. Generally, a per-
son who obeys and honors his or her parents
will have a longer, happier, and more useful
life on this Earth than those who do not.
Granted, sometimes an obedient child may die
in a tragic accident, but that child will not
die for many of the reasons that disobedient
young people die. Since respectful children do
not take illegal drugs, steal from individuals
or businesses, or hang out with people who
are involved with such sins, they will not be
at risk for harm like many disobedient chil-
dren. The simple truth is, if you want to be
happy, both in this life and the next one,
then you need to make sure that you obey
your parents. This is a command from God.

The only time to disobey your parents is if
they tell you to do something different than
what the Bible says. Although most Christian
mothers and fathers want their children to obey
God’s Word, there are some parents in this
world who do not like the teachings of the Bi-
ble. In this case, you must remember what the
apostles said nearly 2,000 years ago: “We ought
to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).
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A WORLD WITHOUT GOD

KYLE BUTT

ave you ever seen a movie or read
Ha book about some strange, imagi-

nary planet in the future that is
ruled by monster robots that want to de-
stroy all humans, or some other wild sci-
ence-fiction idea? Through the years, many
people have imagined “worlds” that weren’t
really possible, but they make for good sto-
ries. What if we could imagine a world
without God? What would such a world be
like?

First, we must start by saying that such
a world simply could not exist. God created
everything. He made the dirt, the sky, the
planets, and everything in the Universe.
Without God, nothing would exist, and noth-
ing could ever be made. But in spite of this
fact, let’s try to imagine a world without
God.

In this imaginary world, there would be
nothing good. The Bible says that all good
things come from God (James 1:17). There
would be no good hugs or kisses from a
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parent to a child. There would be
no good food to eat, or taste buds
to enjoy the food. Without God,
everything in the world would

be harmful, bad, sad, mean,

and disgusting.

Also, if there were no
God, then there would be no
real rules. Every per-
son could do what-
ever he or she
wanted to do.
God is good, and
He has made
rules such as don’t
steal, murder, lie, or cheat. Without
God, people could murder whomever they
wanted whenever they wanted, and they
would not be doing anything wrong. If there
were no God, stealing would be just as good
as working for money. A world without rules
from God might sound fun at first, but it
actually would be terrible.

In Bible times during the period of the
judges, many evil practices were happening.
At the end of the book, the writer explains
why these evil things were taking place.
The Bible says that during that time “ev-
eryone did what was right in his own eyes”
(Judges 21:25). In a world without God, hor-
rible things would happen because people
would do whatever they desired to do. We
should be thankful that there is a God Who
gives us all good gifts, and Who supplies
wonderful rules to help people be happy.
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~ Crossword Challenge

1 2 3

Down:

1. He is “the way, the truth, and 4
the life” (John 14:6)

2. What God gave Moses on Mount
Sinai

3. According to Colossians 3:20 and 6
Ephesians 6:1-3, children are to =
obey whom?

4. The guidebook to use when deter-
mining what is right and wrong

7. The opposite of wrong R

Across:

5. This book denies that
Jesus was God’s perfect
Son

6. The Quran has
-, no plan of
based on Christ’s death

8.The Quran is the creed book for these people

9. During this period of Bible history, “everyone did
what was right in his own eyes”

Complete the Bible Verses
(New King James Version)

“Render therefore to the things that are Caesar’s,

and to the things that are God’s” (Matthew 22:21).
2. “In those days there was no king in Israel; did
< what was right in his eyes” (21:25).
3. “We ought to obey God rather than AR
” (Acts 5:29). ] On a Separate Sheet of Paper

1. Explain Acts 5:29 in light of the

4. “Let every soul be subject to the BCA i e e T o fha angt

authorities”
(Romans 13:1).

b=

Discuss the meaning of the phrase
“Honor your father and mother,
which is the first commandment
with promise” (Ephesians 6:2).

5. “Children, obey your in the
Lord, for this is ”
(Ephesians 6:1).
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Dear Digger Doug,

True or False g

’_l 1. A world where there is » Is the Quran a good
SPE no right and wrong " book to tell us what
LIMFTD would be the best kind  § is right and wrong?

of world in which to live.
Dear reader,

2. Humans can know right
from wrong. : The Quran,
3. The Quran is the ulti- - which is the creed
mate guide to tell us - book of Muslims,

has some correct

teachings, like most other books do.
Any book is likely to have at least
some good, factual material, just like
the Quran does. Roughly 1.3 billion
Muslims in the world would automati-
cally say that the Quran is from God.
But—is the book of divine origin? The
Quran allows violence, fighting, retali-
ation, and revenge toward others. The
book permits the practice of polygamy
(a man having more than one wife).
Although the book says there was a

what is right and wrong.

4. The laws of the land
must always be obeyed.
There are no exceptions.

5. Obeying your parents is very im-
portant.

All good things come from God.

If there were no God, then there
would be no real rules.

8. Roughly 1.3 billion Muslims live
in the world today.

9. _ Laws are meant to be bad, mean, man named Jesus, it denies that Je-
and unfair. sus was God’s perfect Son. Also, the
10. Jesus wants His people to be Quran has no plan of salvation based

on Christ’s death. It is based on one
saying: “There is no god but Allah,
and Muhammad is his messenger.”
This is not how God designed it!

model citizens.

The Quran goes against what the
Bible teaches. The Bible is God’s Word
(2 Timothy 3:16), and God’s light by
which He shows us how to live (Ephe-
sians 6:17). It is His food for man’s
soul (1 Peter 2:2). And it is His sword
to separate truth from error (Hebrews
4:12). The Bible is the ultimate tool,
guide, and resource to tell us what is
right and wrong.
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THE BIBLE IS OUR GUIDE

CALEEB COLLEY

he last verse in the book of Judges reads: “In

those days there was no king in Israel; ev-
eryone did what was right in his own eyes”
(21:25). Is it always good for people to do what
they believe is right? Some people believe that
stealing is all right, while others believe that it
is sinful. Some people believe that nothing
is wrong with killing innocent -
children through abortion,
while others are convinced
that abortion is absolutely
wrong. Some believe that say-
ing curse words is fine, while
others don’t curse and try to
convince others to stop doing it.

Who's right? If there is no
standard, no guide to determine
objectively what is right and
wrong, could we know for certain
who is correct and who is incor-
rect? If there is no guide for righ-
teousness, then one person’s opinion
that stealing is right is just as good
as another person’s conviction that
stealing is wrong.

Fortunately, God has never left the human
race without the ability to understand the dif-
ference between right and wrong. From the time
of Adam and Eve, men and women have been

able to choose to do right, and God has never
made the rules of obedience too complicated. To-
day we have the Bible, which God gave to man-
kind to show us which things are right and
which things are wrong.
A But someone might ask: “How
B8 can we know that it’s wrong to use
¥ cocaine, when the Bible doesn’t even
& contain the word “cocaine?” Or,
\ . “How can anyone really believe
&M% that watching certain movies or
\ particular things on television is
i wrong, when there’s nothing in
¥ the Bible about television?” Or,
L “Why should I believe that abor-
A A tion is wrong, when the Bible
L writers didn’t even use the word
“abortion?”
The truth is, the Bible con-
tains general and specific in-
| spired information that allows
. us to know how we should
live in order to please God
(and how to answer questions like

those mentioned above). God didn’t have to list
every possible sin for us to know the difference
between wrong and right actions. The Bible is
the only perfect guide for every spiritual and
moral decision (2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16-17).




