


Are There
“LEFTOVERS”"
of Evolutlon?/

KYLE BUTT

ave you ever seen a birthday balloon
H hanging on someone’s mailbox—a bal-
loon that once had helium in it, but had
been there so long that the helium had leaked
out? The poor balloon sagged to the ground, all
wrinkled and good for nothing. It once was a
very useful, floating balloon. Now
it is a useless, wrinkly mess of
rubber.
Now think with me about
the theory of evolution. Ac-
cording to evolution, ani-
“\ mals and humans have
2>\ been evolving for mil-
- lions of years. Suppos-
edly, they started out
. very simple, but over
millions of years,
have progressed into
the complex crea-
tures we see today.
If this really did happen, the
theory of evolution says that we should
find some “leftover” structures that once were
used but are not used anymore, just like the
saggy, useless balloon. The “leftover” structures
might be body organs or parts that were used
“millions of years ago” by an animal or human,
but now the creature has changed so much that
the structure is no longer needed. Evolutionists
call these leftovers “vestigial” organs.

A vestige is a piece or part left by something.
For instance, after a war, old land mines acciden-
tally left in a field would be a vestige of the war.
Since evolutionists believe that evolution actually
happened, they believe that there are leftover
pieces or parts of it—vestiges. That is why evolu-
tionists call certain body parts vestigial; they
think the parts are leftovers from evolution.

There is one problem with this idea of vestigi-
al parts: it is absolutely false! At one time, there
was a list of over 100 parts of the human body
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that scientists believed were useless and vestigi-
al. After years of research, however, we have
learned that these parts are not leftovers of evo-
lution. In fact, scientists have discovered that
many of these parts are very important. These
parts looked useless to us at one time, because
we had not studied them closely enough. After
years of study, scientists are beginning to realize
that the parts they once considered useless are
qmte helpful We are also learning that just
because we do not know
what a body part does,
that does not mean it is
useless. God designed
the body perfectly. There
are no leftovers of evolu-
tion. As the psalmist
wrote, humans are
“fearfully and wonder-
fully made” (Psalm
139:14).
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The ADDEIIC"X

NATHANIEL NELSON

ave you ever had
your tonsils taken
out? How about

your appendix? These parts of
your body can cause a lot of
pain when something goes
wrong with them. When it’s
your tonsils, you might feel like
you have a sore throat. When
it’s your appendix, you might
feel like you have a really bad

useless leftovers of evolution.
They said that our evolution-
ary ancestors might have
used them, but we don’t need
them anymore. Because of this
“discovery,” scientists tried to
say that evolution was true.
After more study, though, scien-

special tissue inside of it that
continues to fight off germs for
you. Plus, researchers have dis-

stomachache. Either way, these  tists have actually covered that the

two little organs in your body found that both of appendix helps

may seem to be more trouble these “unimportant” fight certain

than theyre worth! organs do more than f§ types of cancer

Many scientists in the past was once thought. | cells.

have said that the tonsils and The appendix is a f§ Your tonsils

the appendix were vestigial— worm-shaped organ are two round,
that is found just white spots that
below your belly but- can be found in

) ton, and slightly to the back of your

the right. Today,
when you get a cold, ¥
you can fight it off easi-
ly, and it goes away fairly
quickly. But when you
were first born, it was
more difficult for your
body to fight off even a
simple cold! We now
know that your appen-
dix helped guard you
from all kinds of micro-
scopic germs that
might have tried to
enter your body while
you were a very small
child. Even as you get
older, your appendix has
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throat, one on
each side. Like the
appendix, most peo-
ple thought that the ton-
sils were evidence of evolution
because they supposedly didn’t
do anything. Scientists now
know that tonsils actually do
the same thing as the appen-
dix—fight off germs! Learning
more about the appendix and
tonsils helps us to understand
that our bodies are not acci-
dents formed by evolution.
Tonsils and the appendix are
not leftovers of evolution, but
are important body parts
designed and created by God.

August 2004 e Discovery 59



No Bones

About It!

TAYLOR RICHARDSON

ou are at the dentist’s office getting a reg-
i ular checkup. The dentist comes in and
tells you that your wisdom teeth will
need to be removed. You
ask why they need to be
removed, and what they
are used for?
Wisdom teeth
(the third row of
molars) are one of
the most contro-
versial of all the
so-called vestigi-
al structures.
 Evolutionists
believe that
wisdom teeth
developed thou-
sands of years
ago, when human
diets consisted
mostly of raw and
unprocessed food
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that required the extra chewing and grind-
ing power of a third set of molars. Today,
some evolutionists call wisdom teeth
vestigial structures because they say
that the human jaw is getting smaller,
and wisdom teeth are no longer needed.
Some people experience problems with their
wisdom teeth growing improperly, and the
teeth have to be removed. However, many peo-
ple have healthy, useful wisdom teeth. Research
in recent years has shown that wisdom teeth
have the same chewing function as other teeth.
Scientists also have found that wisdom teeth
often will not damage the position of other teeth
in the mouth.
Another so-called vestigial structure in the
human body is the coccyx. The coccyx is
attached to the lower end of the backbone,
and consists of three to five (usually
four) fused vertebrae. Evolutionists
believe this is an undeveloped tail, and
use it as “proof” that humans came from
creatures like monkeys. Supposedly, the
coceyx serves no other purpose. These evolu-
tionists also say that if the hvmg body had really
been created, it
would have no
useless organs
in it, like the
coccyx. We
now know,
however, that
the coccyx has &
a purpose that is
very important in
human development.
The coccyx serves as a
point of attachment for
several pelvic muscles that
help us stand up. Like
the shocks on a car, the
coccyx also is used as a
shock absorber when we sit
down. Without it, we would
not be able to sit very well
or comfortably.
Wisdom teeth and the coccyx are not vestigi-
al at all—they both have specific purposes, and
point to the design of a Creator.
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Snake Legs, Whale Legs, and
Evolutionists: All “Stumped”

hales are amazing
creatures. The small-
est whales are only

eight and a half feet long, while
the biggest whale, the 110-foot-
long blue whale, is bigger than
any of the dinosaurs were!
Whales are unique, in that they
are marine mammals (most
mammals live on land). Whales
cause big problems for evolu-
tionists, because evolution says
that all mammals evolved on
land and then moved into the
ocean, after they evolved the
special features required for
underwater life. Evolutionists
support their idea by pointing
out that some whales have tiny
“legs” that were supposedly
once used for walking, but are
of no use anymore. Scientists
claim that the legs of whales
are “leftovers” of evolution.

Hillary Mayell wrote in
National Geographic that
today’s sperm whales have ves-
tigial hind legs. But the legs
that Mrs. Mayell claimed are
useless actually do have a pur-
pose. The tiny hind legs of the
whale help it to reproduce.
Evolutionists themselves are
forced to admit this. The fact is,
God created things to serve a
purpose, and the whales’ “legs”
are no exception.

Evolutionists often try to
find what they want to find,
and many times end up ignor-
ing the actual facts. This is
what some scientists do con-
cerning snake “legs.” Snakes

MATTHEW VANHORN
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have what appear to be the
“stump” of legs toward the back
of their bodies. Evolutionary
scientists claim that snakes
were once lizards, but due to
the processes of evolution, they
lost their legs, and now they
are left with nothing but short,
useless limbs that simply “stick
out.” This is untrue.

Scientists have discovered
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that, like the whale, the snakes’
“legs” aid in their reproduction.
But also, snakes use these
short legs in fighting. Amazing!
These “vestigial” organs are not
vestigial at all. They all serve a
purpose. Evolution couldn’t
make everything “just right.”
But God, the Great Designer,
leaves nothing off, and has
nothing left over.
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TRUE OR FALSE

. T F The tiny “legs” of a whale are
. T F The tonsils, like the appendix,
. T F Human body hair acts like a

. T F The appendix allows germs to enter the

. T F Evolutionists believe that humans have body parts that

are left over from evolution.

. T F Human body hair does not have an important function.
. T F The 110-foot-long blue whale is bigger than any of the

dinosaurs.

. T F Scientists are beginning to realize that the parts they

once considered useless are quite helpful.

vestigial.
help fight off germs.
kind of radar to help detect motion.

human body.

. T F The coccyx acts like a shock absorber when\_

we sit down.

HELLO, PROFESSOR |/ HELLO, IGUANA
WHITECOAT! WHAT /[ DONI T'M STUDYING WHAT'S SO AMAZING IS AMAZING, ) IT PROVES
ARE YOU DOING? | THIS AMAZING THAT THIS
BOMBARDIER BEETLE! BEETLE WAS
DESIGNED
IT HAS EXPLOSILV
CHEMICALS THAT IT HEATS
UP--AND SPRAYS AT
ITS ATTACKERS!

WOW! THAT ES, AND

IT DOES? ACCORDING TO
HOW IS | EVOLUTION, TIME
THAT? AND CHANCE

CAUSED THE BEETLE.
THAT IS NOT TRUE.
IT WOULD HAVE
BLOWN ITSELF uP
BEFORE IT
FULLY EVOLVED!

THAT'S TRUE...SO HOW
DOES IT WORK?
o il “' -

YES, I GUESS YOU
COULD SAY THAT
THIS BEETLE IS
EXPLOSIVE EVIDENCE
FOR CREATIONI

OOH! OW! OH,
THAT BURNED!

[~ (7 YOU CAN SAY
THAT AGAIN!
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MATCHING Dear Digger Doug,

Can pets go to heaven?
i A piece or part left by something —Tasha Sallee, Morris, IL.

2, Plays a very important role in the protection Dot Taalia

of skin Thanks for your ques-
8. Two round white spots found in the back of e < ey
— are different from people.
your throa When God made Adam
4. Author who wrote that sperm whales have @?{Eve, He made them
= . s in His own image
vestigial hind legs (Genesis 1:26-27). That
5. Another name for vestigial means (at least partly)
that God made people
6. Worm-shaped organ found below your belly with the ability to
button ~ choose between right
. _~ [ and wrong. He also gave Adam and Eve
7.____A marine mammal that causes problems for 7 (and every human since then) souls that
evolutionists S / will live forever (read Ecclesiastes 12:7).

The souls of the righteous will live forev-

8. Attached to the lower end of the er with God in heaven (Matthew 25:46).

backbone Since animals neither have souls, nor the
ability to choose to obey God, they will
A. Whales - not go to heaven, just like plants or bugs
. TR that don’t have souls.
B. Body ha.lr /s / That being said, just because animals
C. Appendlx _'/ will not go to heaven does not mean that
D. Coceyx 7 God does not care for animals. In Matthew
; 6:25-26 Jesus said, “Do not worry about your
E. Vestige life, what you will eat, or what you will drink;
F. Hillary Mayell nor about your body, what you will put on. Look
G. Leftover at the birds of the air, for thfay neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heav-

H. Tonsils enly father feeds them. Are

you not much more valu-

able than they?” Also, in
FILL IN THE BLANKS Matthew 10:29, Jesus
said that God notices

even when a spar-

1. At one time, scientists believed that there were i
o row dies. God
over vestigial organs. cares for all of His
5. ; creation.
2. No can be called vestigial unless it can T e -
be proved that it has no function. an animal dies,
) especially when it
3. Researchers have discovered that the is a pet. God does
helps fight certain types of cancer cells. care, however. And

He'll care for you
even more by bring-
ing you to heaven to
live with Him forever
if you obey His will.

4. The smallest are only eight
and a half feet long.

5. are one of the
most controversial of all the
so-called vestigial structures.
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SITUATION

TAYLOR REEVES

an you tell the difference

between the amount of

body hair humans have,
and the amount some animals
have? According to evolution,
humans evolved from creatures
like apes, and human body hair
was “left over” on our bodies
through this process. Evolutionists
believe that human body hair is
of little use. Our supposed ances-
tors used their thick coat of hair
for warmth and protection, but
humans no longer have that thick
coat of hair. The little bit of body
hair that humans do have is
viewed by many evolutionists as
a vestige of evolution. Is it true
that human body hair is a “left-
over” of evolution?

No structure can be called
vestigial unless it can be proven
that it has absolutely no function.
Human body hair, however, does
have some important functions,
and so it cannot be labeled as

*(x£2200)) (T '8 ‘(SOTeYM) V"L
"[}199) TWOPSIM

Yearly iption Fees in U.S. Funds Only * United States of America

(\'rpuaddvj 0 9 {(12A0Ye) H) 'G

sa[eyMm § xipuadde ‘¢ faanjonas g

vestigial. Let’s look at some
of the things body hair does
for us. First, body hair plays
a very important role in the
protection of the skin. Body
hair functions to warm the
skin, and to protect the skin
from germs. Hair also can
act as a kind of radar, let-
ting us know when something
is crawling on us. For instance,
sometimes a tick will get on a per-
son and go undetected for a while.
Yet, if that tick moves a leg or arm
hair too much, we can feel the
movement and get rid of the tick.
The latest theory proposed by
evolutionists says that humans
have lost all of this hair “to beat
the bugs.” Evolutionists say that
humans somehow reduced the
amount of hair on their bodies in
an effort to get rid of the biting
bugs and flies, because they would
not have enough hair to “cling to.”
Although getting rid of this hair
might reduce the amount of
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bugs, it also
would make us more likely to
scratch, cut, or damage our skin.
In truth, we did not evolve from
creatures like apes. And we did
not lose most of our body hair in
the process. Continual medical
discoveries have solved most of
the former mysteries of certain
body parts, like body hair. It is
not leftover or useless, but has
many helpful functions. God
designed humans with the right
amount of body hair in the first
place.
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