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Imagine a virus that kills one third of your class-
mates! Years ago, this horrible virus would spread rapidly
through schools. Known as smallpox, it would cause weird
spots (similar to chicken pox) and give victims a high fever.
But unlike chicken pox, smallpox was often deadly! Thank-
fully, smallpox has been wiped out. After years of

experimenting, scientists created a medicine
that prevents smallpox, called a vaccine, and
we no longer have to worry about getting
this virus. Many advances in medical re-
search have greatly helped mankind. Newly
discovered vaccines and antibiotics help pre-
vent serious illness.

But what happens when scientific ad-
vances go against God’s will? Some of the
experiments researchers are doing don’t up-

hold the value that

God has placed on
all human lives.
We must remem-
ber that just be-

{ cause a medical
technology is avail-
able, does not
make it right in
the eyes of God.

| We need to ask

| ourselves if these
4 technologies are
£ acceptable to God.
Let’s consider two
cases: human clon-
ing and stem cell
research.

Smallpox virus
Mierograph from F. A. Murphy,
School of Veterinary Medicine, Uni-
versity of California, Davis
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Dolly the sheep was the first cloned
mammal. Cloning is a process where an ex-
act duplicate of something is created, using
the same genetic material (DNA). Imagine if
someone took a few skin cells from you and
created a clone that would grow up to look
exactly like you! In order to make Dolly, re-
searchers took a cell from a six year-old
sheep and starved that cell almost to death.
Right before that little cell died, they zap-
ped it with electricity and poured in lots of
nutrients so that it would grow again.
When the cell “woke up” it forgot where it
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came from, and so it started dividing like a
newly formed baby sheep embryo. All the
researchers had to do at this point was
place that growing material into a mother
sheep, and months later Dolly was born.
Since that time, researchers have cloned
lots of mammals—including deer, mules,
rabbits, dogs, cats, mice, and cows. Now
some of the researchers want to clone hu-
mans. But should they clone people?

Dolly was not the first attempt at clon-
ing a sheep. In fact, those researchers
failed 277 times before they finally created
a cloned sheep. Imagine 277 dead or dying
baby sheep embryos! While that may seem
extremely sad, imagine how much worse it
would be if those were baby humans in-
stead of sheep. Human cloning is not
safe and is not a part of the plan that
God had for a family unit. God intended
for children to be brought into this world by

their parents—not by cloning experiments,
which would destroy many human lives!

Stem Cell Research

Another topic that is often discussed on
the news is stem cell research. Stem cells
are special cells that God created. These ex-
traordinary cells are unique because they
haven’t yet decided what they want to be-
come. For instance, they can become liver
cells, heart cells, or brain cells. Researchers
are trying to use these special cells to cure
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Human life begins as a single cell. That cell divides into a
stage called a blastocyst (pictured above). We must recognize
that even in a single-celled stage, a tiny human life exists.

illnesses such as Alzheimer’s disease. They
hope that by giving people healthy stem
cells, diseased organs such as the brain or
heart can be cured. This is exciting research
and it holds a great deal of promise. But
there’s one major problem—where the sci-
entists get the stem cells! Right now re-
searchers collect these cells from: adult
tissue (including your baby teeth!), umbilical
cords, babies that are aborted, and human
embryos. There’s nothing wrong with using
stem cells from adult tissue or umbilical
cords. However, taking stem cells from
aborted fetuses or leftover human embryos
means that tiny babies had to die. God cre-
ated humans, and He expects us to treat all
humans (from tiny babies to old adults)
with love and respect. Research that uses
human embryos or aborted babies goes
against God’s will. That’s why Christians
should not support “embryonic” stem cell re-
search, because it involves the destruction of
human life.

Humans, unlike animals, were made in
the image and likeness of God (Genesis
1:26-27). We always need to remember that
God is the Giver of life (Acts 17:28), and
that we shouldn’t kill fellow humans just to
make scientific advancements (Romans 1:29).
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Every year in the United States of America around
one million unborn children are murdered by abortion
doctors. Abortion is the killing of a pregnant woman’s un-
‘born child. You probably have heard the word abortion
‘many times, but have you ever thought about what the
mothers and doctors do in order to abort a baby? (Many
- abortionists don’t want you to know how abortions
are performed!) Some doctors actually use pliers to
tear unborn babies into pieces. Some use a knife-like
device, and suction from a powerful hose and pump,
to chop and suck a baby out of the mother’s womb.
- Another method used, called partial-birth abortion,
_is when the doctors actually deliver all of the baby except
the head, and then puncture the base of the skull with a
pair of scissors, before removing the baby’s brain with a
hollow tube.

This information is very upsetting, yet many people
in the world today feel like mothers should be able to
choose for themselves whether or not their unborn babies
live or die. They believe that since the baby is not yet
born, then the child is not really a living human being.
But the baby is a living human being!

Do nonliving beings hiccup, suck their thumbs, or re-
spond to touch, pain, cold, sound, and light? Of course
not. Yet unborn babies do all of these things. They have a
beating heart and a working brain. They are, beyond any
doubt, living human beings!

The Bible reveals that God has a far dif-
ferent view on the subject of unborn children
than do people who support the right for
women to have abortions. He has taught us in
the Bible that unborn babies are living. The
prophet Jeremiah spoke of how the Lord
knew him before he was ever born. He said,
“Then the word of the Lord came to me, say-
ing: ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew
you; before you were born I sanctified you; I
ordained you a prophet to the nations™” (Jere-
miah 1:5). Isaiah said: “Before I was born the
Lord called“me; from my birth He has made
mention of my name” (Isaiah 49:1). These pas-
sages show that pre-born infants are considered
human beings by Almighty God.

A baby is a human one day before
birth, just as the baby is a human one day
after birth. The Bible reveals that God
considers pre-born babies as real, living
human beings (read Luke 1:39-44). To shed
the innocent blood of a precious unborn
baby is murder, and an abomination to the
Lord (Proverbs 6:16-17).

*
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Most people have had a pet at
one time or another. Maybe even
now, you have a dog, cat, or para-
keet that you enjoy playing with A" 0 ” “ma “s a“d
and being around. We can become
very close to our pets and have 0 0 Q
warm feelings of affection and A e A e
even a type of friendship. In fact, “‘ma s ' e.
for many people, a beloved pet can
be like “part of the family.” by Dave Miélor

How does God feel about our animal
friends? During the Creation week, God
made the animals, and then He created the
first human beings. But unlike the an-
imals, God made humans in His §
own image (Genesis 1:27). So hu-
mans have a soul, or spirit, that
lives on after the death of the
body (Ecclesiastes 12:7; Luke
16:22-31). Animals do not share
this spiritual feature in common
with humans. While they do
have a life force that makes
them alive, when they die,
they cease to exist. They do
not have an immortal soul
that lives forever. No part
of their being continues to
exist beyond physical death.

that moves upon the earth” (Gen-
esis 1:28). Humans and ani-
‘. mals are different in many
| important ways. Humans
|l have the ability to speak
/ and communicate in a way
that animals cannot. Hu-
mans can write, advance
through education, and be
creative in ways that animals
| cannot. Humans have reason-
| ing powers that animals do
not have. Humans have a free
will and can make choices.
They can recognize and choose
between right and wrong. They
have a conscience and sense of
guilt that animals do not have.
They can experience emotions in
ways animals cannot. Humans
have religious interests and desires
that animals do not have.

Animals do not commit
sin; and they are not subject
to God’s plan of salvation.
Animals are not responsible for
their behavior and choices like humans are.
God has not given them the Bible to direct

their conduct. They do not have a spiritual While God does not want us to
relationship with God like humans do. Ani- be mean or cruel to animals, always re-
mals do not have a sense of moral responsi- member that animals are not humans. We
bility in which they realize they are account- must be very careful that we do not begin
able for their own actions. to think of our animals as human, or

treat our animals better than humans. We
must always have a higher affection and
regard for people than we do for animals.

God wants humans to “have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds
of the heavens, and over every living thing
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1. The first cloned sheep
9 Genetic material Directions: Use the clues on the

3. Special cells that can become different kinds I?ft to_ determine which words to
of cells circle in the puzzle below.

4. Means “good death”

VV-OU.D.Ot imse f)r aveot-ers'l XCBSTBSOZFTO
him in order to be relieved of his pain
YQEREILNZOCVRA
6. The killing of a pregnant woman’s unborn WYyabasLasBLELT
sliitd HATIMEREJOSDBDO
7. God told this prophet, “Before I formed you OEUQSYACASLW
in the womb I knew you” RHRVNRLNMOQAW
8. The kind of abortion when doctors deliver DUEZXSALEKETIM
all of the baby except the head, and then LGSJBHIFOPTU
kill the baby XNOITROBADTR RS
9. Lives on after the death of the body LBJUIKHQBNAW
QFEQBDGMTAPTU
10. Are supposed to have dominion over ani-
mals
1; Cloning is a process where an exact of something is created.
2. Researchers failed times before they finally cloned Dolly.
3. is the giver of life (Acts 17:28).
4. God uses and sickness to help people see the need to get their lives
right spiritually.
5. “Before I was the Lord called me; from my

He has made mention of my name” (Isaiah 49:1).

6. do not commit sin.

7. “Before I formed you in the I knew
you; before you were born I sanctified you; I or-
dained you a prophet to the nations”

(Jeremiah 1:5).

8. , not animals, have religious inter-
ests.
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10.

Hey Kids,

We have a new set of 12
exciting, colorful tracts.
They are filled with fun
facts, interesting activities,
and beautiful pictures. Talk
to your parents or preacher
about ordering some for
your family or church con-
gregation. Here is the num- m

ber they will need to call.

1-800-234-8558

All medical technology is right in the eyes of God.

Many mammals have been cloned since Dolly.
Dolly was the first attempt at cloning sheep.

Stem cells can become different kinds
of cells.

Murder is sin.

Euthanasia is pronounced like “youth
in Asia.”

The Bible indicates unborn babies are
living human beings.

Christians should support embryonic
stem cell research.

Animals have souls.

Human cloning is safe and a part of
the plan God had for the family unit.
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A Good Death?

Kyle Butt

There are some things that God says humans
should not be involved in without His permission.
The death of any human is one of those things.
Since humans are made in the image of God, He
has made very strict laws to protect them from
being killed or murdered. In the New Testament,
we read that it is a sin to murder another human
(Romans 1:29). It might surprise you, however, to
learn that God did give His people in the Old Tes-
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tament permission to kill the sinful nations
around them. And even today, God gives govern-
ments the permission to kill those who murder
others, abuse children, or do other bad things
(Romans 13:3-4).

There are some people today, however, who want
to help those who are sick take their own lives.
The word euthanasia (pronounced like “Youth in
Asia”), comes from a set of words that means
“good death.” When some people get diseases like
cancer or AIDS, they sometimes feel like they do
not want to live any longer. They want their life
to be over and their pain to stop. Some older peo-
ple feel like they are a burden to their families
and they want to die. Because of this, there are
some people who believe that these sick or old
people should be given medicine that will kill
them quickly and painlessly if they want to die a
“good death.”

The problem with this belief is that God has not
glven*«huma.ns pernussmn to k111 themselves. And

e S iop 3:21), but he would not kill
himself or have others do it to stop his pain. The
fact is, God often uses pain and sickness to help
people see the need to get their lives right spiritu-
ally. We must realize that God alone has the right
to make rules about human death, and He has not
given humans the right to take their own lives or
to help others take their lives if they are sick or
old. Only God can say what is a “good death.”
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