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SN, Did Paul
m——_t

Endorse

Slavery?

Eric Lyons, M.Min.

Though Bible critics allege that Paul and other Bible writ-
ers endorsed slavery, they rarely (if ever) investigate the
matter fairly. The fact is, Paul’s instruction for Christian
slaves to honor their masters is perfectly consistent with
the rest of God’s Word regarding all Christians submitting
to those in positions of authority. What’s more, far from
endorsing sinful slavery, Paul’s teachings, taken to their
logical conclusion, would eventually lead truth-seeking
slave owners and government officials to bring an end
to any kind of cruel, sinful captivity.

T HOUSANDS ofyears prior to
the establishment of the Lord’s
Church, and long before Paul
addressed the conduct of Christian
slaves in the first century, various
forms of slavery were commonplace.
In fact, virtually every ancient civiliza-
tion used slaves.! Slavery was prevalent
enough in Babylon in the 18% cen-
tury B.C. to be mentioned numerous
times in the Code of Hammurabi.?
The Egyptians enslaved hundreds
of thousands of Israelites in the 16™
century B.C. (Exodus 1; cf. Numbers
1:46). Historians estimate that, by the
time Paul wrote his New Testament
epistles in the first century A.D., five
to eight million slaves resided within
the Roman Empire,® including 15-25%
of the total population of Ttaly.*

“SLAVERY”—A BROAD TERM
INTHE FIRST CENTURY

HE English term “slave” is trans-
lated from the Greek word doulos.
Some translations use the term “ser-
vant” (or “bondservant”), but doulos is
best translated “slave” (especially since
“in normal usage at the present time
the two words [“slave” and “servant”—
EL] are carefully distinguished”).?
So what is meant by “slave” or
“slavery”? Americans often envision
ancient slavery as the kind of oppres-
sive bondage that was popular among
many slave owners in North America
in the 18" and 19* centuries, when
millions of Africans were stolen from
their homelands and shipped across
the Atlantic. Certainly, some first-
century slavery was similar, but often
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it was quite different. For example,
slavery in New Testament times was
not based on race. Many foreign sol-
diers and their families became slaves
after being captured during times of
war.® What'’s more, “[s]ome became
slaves because they could not pay back
the money they had borrowed. The
government would also take people
into slavery if they could not pay their
taxes. There were also many cases of
poor people selling their children as
slaves to richer neighbours.”

Consider the fact that the ancients
would likely interpret certain modern
American practices as forms of “slav-
ery.” For example, hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans who work, labor
nearly one-third of every year for the
government. That is, Americans
are forced by the government with
the threat of fines and imprison-
ment to pay over 100 days wages to
local, state, and federal governments
every year in the form of taxes. Many
Americans hand over more money to
the government each year than they
spend on food, clothing, and shelter
combined.® Accordingtoirs.gov, U.S.
citizens who fail to pay government-
mandated taxes can be prosecuted and
imprisoned for up to five years. And
what about the military draft—“the
practice of ordering people by law to
serve in the armed forces”?° To this
day, all 18-25-year-old males in the
U.S. are required to register with the
Selective Service System in case of “a
crisis requiringa draft"®—adraftin
which thousands or millions of men
would be forced to go to war, and pos-
sibly die for their country, whether
they wanted to or not.

Please understand, I am not sug-
gesting that we should defraud the

government, or that we should refuse



to submit to its authority if the draft
is reinstated. I am simply suggesting
that “slavery” was broadly defined in
the first century. When people ask
questions such as “Did Paul endorse
slavery?” we must understand that
there were various kinds of slavery
in the first century, including some
forms that resemble certain practices
today which may be generally accepted
and morally justified.

DEFINE “ENDORSE”

ID Paul “endorse” slavery?
The word “endorse” means
“to publicly or officially say that you
support or approve of (someone or
something).”™ To endorse is to advo-
cate or champion an idea, a thing, or
a person. Did Paul “endorse” slavery?
Did he champion it or publicly pro-
mote it as one advocates a particular
product or political candidate? No,
at least not the kind of slavery most
people think of when they hear the
term.

In truth, Paul specifically con-
demned “kidnappers” (andrapodis-
tais) or “menstealers” (KJV) as lawless
and insubordinate individuals who
practice that which is “contrary to
sound doctrine” (1 Timothy 1:10).
Danker, et al. defines this kidnap-
per as a “slave-dealer.”? Far from
endorsing such activity, Paul groups
these men-stealing, slave traders with
murderers, liars, and other ungodly
sinners (1 Timothy 1:9-10).

Yet, five chapters later Paul wrote:
“Let as many bondservants [doulos,
slaves] as are under the yoke count
their own masters worthy of all honor,
so that the name of God and His doc-
trine may not be blasphemed. And
those who have believing masters, let
them not despise them because they
are brethren, but rather serve them

because those who are benefited are
believers and beloved. Teach and
exhort these things” (1 Timothy 6:1-2).
What did Paul instruct Timothy to
teach the various Christian slaves in
the first century? To respect, honor,
and even serve their masters (i.e., to
set a good example of Christianity
before them).

PAUL ENDORSED GODLY SUBMISSION,
NOT SINFUL FORMS OF SLAVERY

AUL'S instruction for slaves to

honor their masters is perfectly
consistent with the rest of God’s Word
regarding all Christians submitting
to those in positions of authority. To
the Christians living in the heart of
the Roman Empire, Paul taught: “Let
every soul be subject to the governing
authorities.... Render therefore to all
their due: taxes to whom taxes are
due, customs to whom customs, fear
to whom fear, honor to whom honor”
(Romans 13:1,7; cf. Matthew 22:21).1*
Similarly, Peter wrote: “Therefore
submit yourselves to every ordinance
of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to
the kingas supreme, or to governors....
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For this is the will of God.... Honor
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God expects all Christians to have a
spirit of submission. Children are to
submit to their parents (Ephesians 6:1-
3). Young people are to be submissive
to older people (1 Peter 5:5). Wives are
to submit to their husbands (I Peter
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to submit to their overseeing elders
who rule over them (Hebrews 13:17;
Acts 20:28). Local shepherds are to
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Peter 5:1-4). In short, all Christians,
including those in leadership positions,
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and be clothed with humility, for ‘God
resists the proud, but gives grace to
the humble™ (1 Peter 5:5). And, yes,
God expects His people to humbly

“submit...to every authority instituted
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among men,” whether to kings or to
slave masters (1 Peter 2:13,18, NIV).

SUBMISSION FOR A HIGHER PURPOSE
GOD did not create the prac-

tice of slavery. Furthermore,
Paul’s inspired instructions regard-
inga slave’s submission to his master
were not given because God favors
a master over his slave (Galatians
3:28), or because He simply wants
some people to have harder lives than
others. The specific purpose that Paul
gave for Christian slaves submitting
to their pagan masters was “so that the
name of God and His doctrine may
not be blasphemed” (1 Timothy 6:1).
Imagine if Christian slave after
slave in the first century became less
submissive to their masters as they
learned more about the equality of all
mankind (Genesis 1:26-27). Consider
how the reputation of Christianity
would have been greatly tarnished in
the eyes of the unbelieving world if
Paul explicitly taught that all slaves
should be set free. As William Bar-
clay noted: “For the Church to have
encouraged slaves to revolt and rebel
and rise against their masters would
have been fatal. It would simply have
caused civil war, mass murder, and the
complete discredit of the Church.”
God, in His infinite wisdom, com-
mandsall men to do their best to make
the most for the cause of Christ in
whatever situation they find them-
selves. “Let each one remain in the
same calling in which he was called.
Were you called while a slave? Do not
be concerned about it; but if you can
be made free, rather use it. For he who
is called in the Lord while a slave is
the Lord’s freedman. Likewise he who
is called while free is Christ’s slave”
(1 Corinthians 7:21-23). Whether a

person becomes a Christian while in

slavery or in a terrible marriage, God

wants His people to change from the

inside out and have a positive spiri-
tual impact on others. Be obedient to

parents, husbands, governing officials,
and yes, even slave owners. “Let your
light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven” (Matthew
5:16). Rather than giving people rea-
sons to curse Christ and His doctrine,
be obedient to all those in positions

of authority “for the Lord’s sake” (1

Peter 2:13). Be honorable at all times

so that you may “put to silence the

ignorance of foolish men” and “by
your good works which they observe,
glorify God in the day of visitation”
(1 Peter 2:15,12; cf. 3:1-2). In short,
“humble yourselves under the mighty
hand of God, that He may exalt you

in due time” (1 Peter 2:6).

TAKING PAUL’S TEACHING TO
ITS LOGICAL CONCLUSION

VER time, with the spread of
Christianity (cf. Acts 19:10,26;
21:20) and with increasing numbers
of slave masters becoming Christians,
the physical lives of many slaves would
have improved dramatically. As slave
owners with honest and good hearts
learned (1) to love the Lord with all
their heart, soul, mind, and strength,
and (2) to love their neighbors (includ-
ing their slaves) as themselves (Mat-
thew 22:36-40), they would give up
“threatening” (Ephesians 6:9). As
Christian slave owners contemplated
treating others how they want to be
treated (Matthew 7:12), they would

give their slaves “what is just and fair,”

knowing that they, too, had a Master
in heaven (Colossians 4:1). As slave
owners submitted to Christ, they
would be transformed by the Gospel,
learningto be “kindly affectionate” to
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everyone (Romans 12:2,10), including
all those who served them. In short, far
from endorsing sinful slavery, Paul’s
teachings, taken to their logical
conclusion, would eventually lead
truth-seeking masters and government
officials to help bring an end to any
kind of cruel, sinful captivity.”®
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Did Moses Write

Deuteronomy

HE Holy Spirit is silent

regarding whom He used

to pen certain books of the
Bible. Job and 1 and 2 Kings fall
into this “unknown writer” cat-
egory. Other books of the Bible,
however, clearly identify the indi-
vidual through whom the Holy
Spirit chose to communicate His
message. We know that the apostle
Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1:1-
2), while Peter wrote two of the
New Testament epistles, which we
call 1 and 2 Peter.

Repeatedly in Scripture, the
Holy Spirit indicated that Gen-
esis through Deuteronomy was
penned by the inspired writer
Moses. Exodus 24:4 indicates that
“Moses wrote all the words of Jeho-
vah.” Deuteronomy 31:9 reveals
that “Moses wrote this law and
delivered it unto the priests...” (cf.
Exodus 34:27; Numbers 33:2; etc.).
Furthermore, Bible writers through-
out the Old Testament credited
Moses with writing the Penta-
teuch (also known as the Torah
or “the Law”). A plain statement
of this commonly held conviction
is expressed in Joshua 8:32: “There
in the presence of the Israelites,
Joshua copied on stones the law
of Moses, which he [Moses] had
written” (NIV).! Notice also that 2
Chronicles 34:14 states: “Hilkiah
the priest found the Book of the

Eric Lyons, M.Min.

law of Jehovah given by Moses”

(cf. Ezra 3:2; 6:18; Nehemiah 13:1;
Malachi 4:4). As Josh McDowell
noted in his book, More Evidence
that Demands a Verdict, these verses
“refer to an actual written ‘law of
Moses,” not simply an oral tradi-
tion.”? [NOTE: In the Hebrew Bible,
Genesis through Deuteronomy was
considered one unit, and thus fre-
quently was called “the Law” or “the
Book” (2 Chronicles 25:4; cf. Mark
12:26). They were not intended to
be five separate volumes in a com-
mon category, but rather, are five
divisions of the same book. Hence,
the singular biblical references to
“the Law” or “the Book.”]

The New Testament also shows no
hesitation in affirming that Moses
wrote the Pentateuch. John wrote:

“The law was given through Moses”

(John 1:17). With this Paul con-
curred, saying, “For Moses writes
about the righteousness which is of
the law, “The man who does those
things shall live by them” (Romans
10:5, NKJV). Jesus Himself claimed
“the Law” came from Moses. In
Mark 7:10 Jesus quoted from both
Exodus 20 and 21, attributing the
words to Moses. Mark also recorded
a conversation Jesus had with the
Pharisees regarding what “Moses
permitted” and “wrote” in Deuter-
onomy chapter 24 (Mark 10:3-5; cf.
Matthew 19:8). But, perhaps the
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most convincing passage of all is
found in John 5:46-47 where Jesus
said: “For if you believed Moses,
you would believe Me; for he wrote
about Me. But if you do not believe
his writings, how will you believe
My words?” (John 5:46-47).

Even for those who are completely
convinced by the evidence that
Moses was the inspired writer of
“the Law,” some respectfully ques-
tion whether he actually penned the
end of Deuteronomy, which records
the death and burial of Moses, as
well as “the changing of the guard,”
from Moses to Joshua. How could
Moses have recorded these things
if he had already died?

First of all, is it possible that
the same God Who gave Moses
supernatural revelation about what
happened at the beginning of the
Creation of the Universe (which
no human being witnessed) also
supernaturally revealed to Moses
what would happen at (and after)
his death? To ask is to answer. Fur-
thermore, God revealed a number
of things to Moses about the future
that he penned in the Pentateuch—
from Israel’s future earthly kings
(Genesis 36:31; Deuteronomy 17:14-
15) to the coming of Jesus, the King
of kings (Genesis 3:15; 12:1-3; 22:18;
49:10; Numbers 24:17; Deuter-
onomy 18:15-18). If Moses could
write accurately through inspiration
about events that would happen
hundreds of years after his death,
could he not also write about his
impending death? Certainly he
could.

It also may be, however, that a
Bible believer could reasonably
and respectfully make the case
that, though Moses wrote the
Pentateuch, the last few sentences
in Deuteronomy could have been
written by another inspired writer
(possibly Joshua). Even JW. McGar-
vey, who penned an entire volume
defending the Mosaic authorship of

(cont. on p. 8)
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Deuteronomy in 1902, believed that
“the account of the death of Moses,
and some comments on his career...
undoubtedly came from the pen of
some later writer or writers.”

Consider a possible modern-day
parallel: What if a mother wrote
a200-page book titled “10 Things
to Remember when Educating Kids
at Home,” but as she was finish-
ing the final few sentences (after
having already concluded her 10
main points) she suffered a stroke
and died? Could her husband and
children publish the book and call
her the author even though they
actually completed the final 10 sen-
tences of the book? Surely few, if
any, would think that such actions
on the part of the family would be
unfair or dishonest. However, if the
mother was called the author but
had not written any of the book,
such attribution could legitimately
be considered deceitful. Or, if she
was called the author, but most of
the material was written hundreds
of years later, that, too, would be a
false claim.

In short, the account of Moses’
death serves as no stumbling block
to the Christian. Perhaps Moses
recorded it by divine revelation prior
to his death. Or, perhaps God used
Joshua or someone else of His choos-
ing to pen it by inspiration. Either
way, one can still be confident that
“the Book of the law of the Lord”
was “given by Moses” (2 Chronicles
34:14).
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The Bible possesses the attributes
of divine inspiration with sufficient
internal evidence to establish its
divine origin. Hence, when it relates
a historical incident that occurred
thousands of years ago, one would
naturally expect that such an inci-
dent might well be noted in other
historical accounts from antiquity.
Of course, one would not expectall,
or even many, of the details to match
exactly for at least two reasons: (1)
the oral transmission of history is
inevitably subject to human frailty,
includingboth accuracy of memory
and temptation to embellish, and
(2) false religion has the tendency to
distort and recast history in order to
suit its own purposes and achieve its
own agenda. An excellent example of
these tendencies is seen in the multi-
plicity of, and variety in, the multi-
tude of accounts of the great Flood
of Noah’s day.! Though they differ
widely from culture to culture, coun-
try to country, and century to century,
nevertheless, they share substantial
agreement in too many significant
features not to have arisen from the
same historically factual event.

Consider another great event whose
historicity is set forth in Scripture
as factual:

Now the whole earth had one lan-
guage and one speech. And it came
to pass, as they journeyed from

the east, that they found a plain in
the land of Shinar, and they dwelt
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there. Then they said to one another,
“Come, let us make bricks and bake
them thoroughly.” They had brick
for stone, and they had asphalt for
mortar. And they said, “Come, let
us build ourselves a city, and a tower
whose top is in the heavens; let us
make a name for ourselves, lest we
be scattered abroad over the face of
the whole earth.” ...So the LORD
scattered them abroad from there
over the face of all the earth, and they
ceased building the city. Therefore its
name is called Babel, because there
the LORD confused the language
of all the earth; and from there the
LORD scattered them abroad over the
face of all the earth (Genesis 11:1-9).
The great Joseon (Chosun) nation
was a Korean dynastic kingdom
that flourished for five centuries
(1392-1897).2 During the 17 cen-
tury, Korea was largely closed to the
West and somewhat of a mystery to
Europeans. But for a group of way-
faring Dutchmen on a journey to
Japan, thatall changed in 1653 when
their ship “De Sperwer” (The Spar-
rowhawk) was shipwrecked on Jeju
(formerly Cheju-do) Island off the
coast of South Korea. The 36 sur-
vivors were taken into custody by
the local prefect and, within a year,
transferred from the island to the
capitol of Seoul on the mainland
where they spent the next 12 years.
At the end of 13 years, in Septem-
ber 1666, eight survivors managed
to escape to Japan. One of those
survivors, Hendrick Hamel, spent



the ensuing year in Nagasaki writ-
ing an account of his observations
and experiences in Korea, which was
published in 1668 under the title
Journal van de Ongeluckige Voyage
van ‘t Jacht de Sperwer. In what was
essentially the first Western account,
Hamel provided the world with a
firsthand description of Korean soci-
ety and culture. Only recently was
his account translated accurately by
a Dutchman based on the original
manuscript.3
Apart from his fascinating assess-
ment of Korean life in the 17 century,
Hamel provides a portrait of religious
life, including the customs and prac-
tices of Confucianism. At one point
in his narrative, he makes a passing
remark concerning the beliefs held by
the Confucian monks: “Many monks
believe thatlong ago all people spoke
the same language, but when people
built a tower in order to climb into
heaven the whole world changed.™
Keep in mind that Hamel encoun-
tered the monks’ belief circa 1660.
No one knows for how long this belief
was part of the religious traditions of
Korea. Hamel claims that “many” of
the monks believed the matter, and
that the event occurred “long ago.”
Observe that the belief of the non-
Christian monks regarding the Tower
of Babel contained four salient points
that explicitly and directly connect
with the biblical account:
(1) Theentire world’s population spoke
a single language;
(2) The people constructed a tower;
(3) Their stated goal was to climb into
heaven;
(4) Their efforts affected the entire
world.
All four of these features are included
in the biblical record found in Gen-
esis 11:
(1) “[T)he whole earth had one lan-

guage and one speech” (vs. 1).

(2) “Come, let usbuild ourselves a city,
and a tower” (vs. 4).

(3) “atower whose top will reach into
heaven” (vs. 4, NASB).

(4) “So the LORD scattered them
abroad from there over the face
of all the earth, and they ceased
building the city” (vs. 8).

Christianity and the Bible have

nothing to fear from the unbelief,
skepticism, and hostility of infidel-
ity. The more information surfaces
from history and nature, the more
the Bible is confirmed in its uncanny
accuracy and supernatural endow-
ment.
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Does Moses’ Prohibition

of Mixed Garments

Prove He Was a

Superstitious Pagan?

T is well known that the pagan

people of antiquity were super-

stitious in their religious prac-
tices.! Do the prohibitions for the
Israclites about mixing materials
like wool and linen in weaving their
clothes? indicate that Moses was
superstitious and that God was not
the ultimate Author of the books
of Moses?®

Admittedly, there are various prohi-
bitions and comments made within
the Law of Moses that simply do
not make a lot of sense to the mod-
ern mind without more informa-
tion about the time and culture of
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Jeff Mill

the Israelites who lived 3,500 years
ago. Before responding to the alle-
gation that Moses was uninspired
and superstitious in the matter at
hand, therefore, one should immedi-
ately be struck by the fact that mak-
ing “knee jerk” accusations, without
deeper study, demonstrates bias and
is bound to result in mistakes. As
Solomon rightly stated: “The first
one to plead his cause seems right,
until his neighbor comes and exam-

ines him” (Proverbs 18:17).
So, why would God through Moses

command the Israelites not to wear
“a garment of mixed linen and wool”



(Leviticus 19:19)? Commentators
give several possible explanations.
Adam Clarke argues that garments
with mixed threads or patterns could
encourage vanity and an attention-
secking mentality among the Israel-
ites, instead of the humble faith that
God desires from His followers.*
Others highlight that the prohibi-
tion may have had health concerns
atits root.> Charles Whitlaw, in his
monumental work 7he Scriptural
Code of Health, notes that modern
science has proven that “[w]ool when
combined with linen increases its
power of passing off the electric-
ity from the body; in hot climates
it brings on malignant fevers and
exhausts the strength, and when
passing off from the body, it meets
with the heated air, inflames, and
excoriates like a blister.”

Perhaps a more likely explanation
lies in the consideration that God
was acutely aware of the pagan prac-
tices of those around the Israelites
with whom they had mingled or
would soon mingle. For instance,
three times Moses commanded
the Israelites not to boil a young
goat in its mother’s milk,” a prac-
tice which we now know was used
in ancient pagan religions when one
wished to approach a god to wor-
ship.? Clearly, certain injunctions
were given to the Israclites to buf-
fer them from the paganism around
them and simultaneously to keep the
Israclite nation holy in the eyes of
Gentiles—set apart from all other
nations. In fact, a central theme of
the book of Leviticus, wherein the
passage at hand is found, is holi-
ness, with various forms of the word
occurring 152 times.? It should come
as no surprise, therefore, that vari-
ous commentators argue that Levit-
icus 19:19 and Deuteronomy 22:11
were rules given by God to keep

the Israelites from engagingin the
superstitious and idolatrous prac-
tices of those around them.’® Rather
than proving Moses was supersti-
tious and pagan like those around
him, the exact opposite is the case.
Unlike the contemporary societies of
their time, the Israelites were more
advanced in their knowledge—as
though they were being properly
educated by Someone with signif-
icantly more knowledge than the
common people of the day.

While it is not certain why Moses
prohibited wearing garments com-
prised of wool and linen, it is certain
that he cannot justly be accused of
being a superstitious pagan. Legiti-
mate, logical possibilities exist that
clarify why such injunctions could
have been given. As is the case 100%
of the time, no accusation against
the integrity of Scripture can be
maintained after careful, fair exam-
ination of all reasonable, possible
explanations.
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Meaning of “Apostles”
in 1 Corinthians 15

Dave Miller, Ph.D

.“In 1 Corinthians 15:3-9,

* where Paul talks about those
who had seen Jesus after his resur-
rection, in verse 5 he says that he
was seen of Cephas and then of the
twelve. But then in verse 7, he says
he was seen of James; then all of the
apostles. Do we know if he was just
referring to the twelve “official” apos-
tles again, or other men like Barn-
abas and James the brother of Jesus,
who are also referred to as apostles

in the Bible?”

, Four observations help to clear
o up this confusion:

(1) The appearance to Cephas is
referred to in Luke 24:34, but we
have no way of knowing the circum-
stances/occasion;

(2) “The Twelve” was an official des-
ignation for the original 12 apostles,
though at the time Jesus was seen
by them, Judas was deceased leaving
only 11. This appearance occurred
in John 20:26-29;

(3) The reference to James in verse 7
isa reference to “James the Just” who

Falcons,

Guided Missiles,
and God

OU might not be aware thatin
certain scientific circles there
is a heated debate as to how
birds of prey, especially peregrine
falcons, are so adept at catching their
prey. These amazing birds can reach
speeds of over 200 mph and success-
fully snatch a bird out of the air. A
vast amount of research has been
done in an attempt to identify exactly
how this is possible. New research,
highlighted by NPR science writer
Rebecca Hersher, suggests that per-
egrine falcons use virtually the same
technique as rocket scientists use to
program their guided missiles.
Hersher focuses on the work of
several Oxford research scientists
that recently came out in the Pro-

ceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences.* Their research points to
the fact that peregrine falcons use
something called proportional nav-
igation. Hersher explains: “Propor-
tional navigation is based on the idea
that if you're a missile (or falcon) it’s
possible to collide with an object (or
prey) simply by tracking how the line
between you and the target is chang-
ing.”? One of the researchers noted:
“There is an elegance to the fact that
this is the same thing control mis-
sile engineers have ended up at.”

It should come as no surprise, then,
that when God confronted Job, He
asked Job: “Does the hawk fly by

your wisdom, and spread its wings

JANUARY 2018 RR 38(1):11

was a physical brother of Jesus and

not one of the Twelve (though desig-
nated an “apostle,” a term which was

applied to others besides the Twelve

since apostolos simply means “one

sent”). This is the James who wrote

the book of James;

(4) The phrase “all the apostles” in
verse 7 refers to one of the appear-
ances noted in Acts 1:3. Verse 2
makes it clear that these appear-
ances occurred with reference to

“these men,” i.e., the original apostles.

&

&

Kyle Butt, M.Div.

toward the south? Does the eagle

mount up at your command?” (Job

39:26-27). When talking about the

peregrine falcon, we are literally deal-
ing with rocket science. But it does

not take a rocket scientist to know
that such intelligent design capabil-
ities cannot come about by an evo-
lutionary process of random events

over millions of years.

ENDNOTES

! Rebecca Hersher, Peregrine Falcons
Attack Like Missiles to Grab Prey Mid-
air, Scientists Find, NPR, https://www.
yahoo.com/news/m/12d81f0e-6afb-
3¢57-9f34-1a7a4a2¢7¢29/ss_peregrine-
falcons-attack-like.html.
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