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OR thousands of years Genesis
F chapter one has been under-

stood as the original creation
of the Universe that took place in six
normal, but majestic, days. Within
the last two centuries, many have
been conned into believing that the
billions of years required for evolution
must fit somewhere within the first
chapter of the Bible. For numerous
“Bible believers,” flawed evolutionary
datingmethods have become the tyrant
of biblical interpretation. Therefore,
we are told that God spent, not six
literal days, but billions of years creat-
ing the Universe and everythingin it.
W frequently hear such statements as:
“God is not bound by time;” “God
could have taken as much time as He
wanted while creating the Universe
and everything in it;” and “Billions
of years could have elapsed within
Genesis 1.” To say that Creation did
not last billions of years, supposedly,
is to limit Almighty God.

Every Christian readily admits
that God is not bound by time. He
is the infinite, eternal, all-powerful,
all-knowing Creator. He is “from
everlasting to everlasting” (Psalm
90:2). The point, however, is not
whether God is outside of time; the
crux of the matter is: what has the
all-authoritative, eternal Creator
revealed to us about His Creation
in His all-authoritative Word? God

could have created the Universe in

any way He so desired, in whatever

order He wanted, and in whatever

time frame He chose. He could have

created the world and everythingin

it in six hours, six seconds, or in one

millisecond—He is, after all, God

Almighty (Genesis 17:1). But the

pertinent question is not what God

could have done; it is what He said

He did. And He said that He cre-
ated everything in six days (Genesis

1). Furthermore, when God gave the

Israelites the Ten Commandments,
He stated:

Remember the Sabbath day, to
keep it holy. Six days you shall
labor and do all your work, but
the seventh day is the Sabbath of
the Lord your God. In it you shall
do no work: you, nor your son,
nor your daughter, nor your male
servant, nor your female servant,
nor your cattle, nor your stranger
who is within your gates. For in six
days the Lord made the heavens
and the earth, the sea, and all that
is in them, and rested the seventh
day. Therefore the Lord blessed
the Sabbath day and hallowed it
(Exodus 20:8-11, emp. added).
This Sabbath command can be
understood properly only when
the days of the week are interpreted
as normal days.

JULY 2014 RaR 34(7):86

THE CREATION OF MAN AND
THE AGE OF THE EARTH

CCORDING to the theory of

evolution, man is a newcomer
to planet Earth, far removed from
the origin of the Universe. If the
Universe was born 14 billion years
ago, as many evolutionists, theis-
tic evolutionists, and progressive
creationists believe, man did not
“come along” until about 13.996
billion years later. If such time were
represented by one 24-hour day,
and the alleged Big Bang occurred
at 12:00 a.m., then man did not
arrive on the scene until 23:59:58
p.m. Man’s allotted time during
one 24-hour day would represent a
measly two seconds.

If the Bible taught, either explic-
itly or implicitly, that man was so
far removed from the origin of the
Universe, Bible-believing Christians
would have no reservations accept-
ing the above-mentioned timeline.
Just as a Christian believes that
God parted the Red Sea (Exodus
14), made an iron ax head float on
water (2 Kings 6:5), and raised Jesus
from the dead (Matthew 28:1-8), he
would accept that humans appeared
on Earth billions of years after the
beginning of Creation—if that was
what the Bible taught. The problem
for theistic evolutionists and progres-
sive creationists is that God’s Word
never hints at such a timeline. In
fact, it does the very opposite.

The Bible makes a clear distinction
between things that took place
before “the foundation of the world”
and events that occurred after the

“foundation of the world.” Jesus
prayed to the Father on the night of
Hisarrest and betrayal, saying: “You
loved Me before the foundation of
the world” (John 17:24, emp. added).
Peter revealed in his first epistle
how Jesus “was foreknown before



the foundation of the world, but
was manifest in these last times for
you” (1 Peter 1:20, emp. added). Paul
informed the Christians in Ephesus
how God “chose us in Him before
the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame
before Him in love” (Ephesians 1:4,
emp. added). Before “God created
the heavens and the earth” (Genesis
1:1), He was alive and well.

If theistic evolutionists and progres-
sive creationists are correct, then man
arrived on the scene, not before the
foundation of the world (obviously),
nor soon after the foundation of the
world, but eons later—13.996 bil-
lion years later to be “precise.” This
theory, however, blatantly contradicts
Scripture.

Jesus taught that “the blood of
all the prophets...was shed from

“since”—NASB) the foundation
of the world..., from the blood of
Abel to the blood of Zechariah who
perished between the altar and the
temple” (Luke 11:50-51, emp. added;
cf. Luke 1:70). Not only did Jesus’
first-century enemies murder the
prophets, but their forefathers had
slain them as well, ever since the
days of Abel. Observe that Jesus con-
nected the time of one of the sons of
Adam and Eve to the “foundation of
the world.” This time is contrasted
with the time of a prophet named
Zechariah, whom, Jesus told His
enemies, “you murdered between
the temple and the altar” (Matthew
23:35). Zechariah was separated from
the days of Abel by thousands of
years. His blood was not shed near
the foundation of the world; Abel’s
was. Certain early martyrs, including
Abel, lived close enough to Creation
for Jesus to say that their blood had
been shed “from the foundation
of the world.” If man arrived on
the scene billions of years after the
Earth was formed, and hundreds of

millions of years after various living
organisms such as fish, amphibians,
and reptiles came into existence (as
the evolutionary timeline affirms),
how could Jesus’ statement make
sense? Truly, man was not created
cons after the beginning of the world.
Rather, he has been here “from the

foundation” of it.

On another occasion when Jesus’
antagonists approached Him, they
questioned Him about the lawful-
ness of divorce. Jesus responded by
saying, “But from the beginning of
the creation, God made them male
and female” (Mark 10:6, emp. added).
According to Genesis 1 and 2, God
made Adam and Eve on the sixth
day of Creation (1:26-31; 2:7,21-25).
Jesus referred to this very occasion
and indicated that God made them
“from the beginning of the creation.”
Similar to the association of Abel’s
day with “the foundation of the
world,” the forming of Adam and
Eve on day six of the Creation can
be considered “from the beginning
of the creation.”

[NOTE: Jesus is not suggesting
that Adam and Eve were created
at the beginning of day one of the
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creation week. The word “creation”
(ktiseos) in Mark 10:6 is not used

in the specific sense of the week of
creation. (If that were the case, then

Jesus would have said that the original

couple were made “at the end of the

creation” week.) Respected Greek
lexicographers Danker, Arndt, and

Gingrich noted that Jesus is refer-
ring to “the sum total of everything

created;” the “world” (2000, p. 573).
In other words, Adam and Eve were

so far removed from the first century

A.D. and the time that Jesus made

this statement, that one could truly

say that the first human beings

were made “from the beginning of
the creation/world /universe” (cf. 2

Peter 3:4).]

If the 14-billion-year timeline of
evolution were true, Jesus’ statement
in Mark 10:6 would be erroneous;
Adam and Eve would have been
nowhere close to the beginning of
the Universe, but would have arrived
“at the end”—13.996 billion years
after it began. Simply put, the theory
of evolution and Jesus’ statement
in Mark 10:6 cannot both be true.

In the epistle to the Christians in
Rome, the apostle Paul also alluded to
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how long man hasbeen on the Earth.
He wrote: “For since the creation
of the world His invisible attributes
are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even
His eternal power and Godhead...”
(Romans 1:20, emp. added). Who
on Earth can recognize the eternal
power and divine nature of God?
Man. [NOTE: Although some might
suggest that angels can understand
God’s invisible attributes, the context
of Romans 1:18-32 clearly refers
to humans, not angels.] How long
has man been aware of God and
His invisible attributes? “Since the
creation of the world.” How, then,
could man logically have been “per-
ceiving” or “understanding” God
“since the creation of the world,” if
he is separated from the creation
of “the heavens and the earth, the
sea,” and so many of the animals
(like trilobites, dinosaurs, and “carly
mammals”) by millions or billions
of years? Such a scenario completely
contradicts Scripture. Yet, as David
Riegle once observed, people (even
“Christians”) will “accept long, com-
plicated, imaginative theories and

reject the truth given to Moses by
the Creator Himself” (1962, p. 24).

The simple fact is, one cannot logi-
cally believe in both evolution and
the Bible. A choice must be made
between the two. One can choose
the ever-changing, man-made, unsci-
entific theory of evolution (cf. Miller,
2013), or he can decide to believe the

“the word of the Lord” that neither
withers nor falls away, but “endures
forever” (1 Peter 1:24-25).

GOD’S CHRONOLOGY OF CREATION
VS. EVOLUTIONARY THEORY

N addition to the theory of evolu-

tion contradicting the timeline of
Creation, it further contradicts the
precise chronology of Creation as
revealed in Genesis 1. The omnipotent

Creator could have created everything
at the same moment. He could have
created everything in the precise
order that evolutionists theorize
the Universe developed—over 14
billion years of time. There are an
infinite number of ways that God
could have brought everything into
existence. However, there is only one
way that God’s authoritative Word
said He brought the Universe into
existence, and that one way contra-
dicts evolutionary theory. Consider
some of the discrepancies between
the chronology of evolution and
Genesis 1.

Which Came First—the Earth or Sun?

Evolution alleges that the Sun
and other heavenly bodies evolved
millions of years before the Earth.
However, according to Genesis 1,
God created the water-covered Earth
on day one (Genesis 1:1-5), while He
brought the Sun, Moon, and stars
into existence on day four (Genesis
1:14-19). So which is it? Was the
Earth created three days before the
Sun, or did it evolve millions of years
after the Sun? One cannot logically
embrace both accounts.

[NOTE: Some Christians contend
that God must have created the
Sun, Moon, and stars in Genesis 1:1
and then “set” them (Genesis 1:16;
Hebrew nathan) in their precise
locations in the heavens on the
fourth day of Creation (see Thurman,
2006, p. 3). However, it was on day
four of Creation that God not only
“set” the heavenly bodies in place,
but He literally “made” (Hebrew
asah) them (1:16). Similar to how
God initially made the land and
seas void of animal life (which later
was created on days five and six of
Creation), the “heavens” were made
“in the beginning,” but the hosts of
heaven (which now inhabit them)
were created “in the firmament of the
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heavens” on day four. What’s more,
similar to how God spoke light into
existence on day one of Creation,
saying, “Let there be light” (1:3), on
the fourth day God declared, “Let
there be lights in the firmament of
the heavens...and it was so” (1:14-15).
As Gary Workman noted:

“Let there be lights” (v. 14) is iden-
tical in grammatical construction
with other statements of “let there
be...” in the chapter. Therefore
the command can only mean that
God spoke the luminaries into
existence on the fourth day just
as he had created the initial light
on day one and the firmament on
day two” (1989, p. 3).

Keep in mind that “the Father of
lights” (James 1:17), Who is “light”
(1John 1:5; John 14:6), could create
light easily without first having to
create the Sun, Moon, and stars. Just
as God could produce a fruit-bearing
tree on day three without a seed, He
could produce light supernaturally
on day one without the “usual” light
bearers, which subsequently were cre-
ated on day four (see Miller, 2014 for
more information on this subject).]

Early Earth—Dry or Water-Covered?

Evolution alleges that billions of
years following the Big Bang, Earth
evolved out of a massive cloud of
dust that was billions of miles wide.
What’s more, there was no water on
the surface of the early Earth, as bod-
ies of water did not form (allegedly)
for millions of years.

Does this scenario sound anything
like the Creation account? Certainly
not. God spoke a water-covered
Earth into existence on the first day
of Creation (Genesis 1:1-5). On day
two He divided the waters (1:6-8). It
was not until the third day that God
made the dryland to appear (1:9-13).
Once again, God’s chronology of
Creation and evolutionary theory
stand at odds with one another.



Fruit-Bearing Trees—Before
or After Fish and Fleas?

Consider another frequently
disregarded discrepancy between
evolutionary theory and the Bible.
Allegedly, “[p]lants first colonised
land in the Ordovician period, around
465 million years ago” (O’Donoghue,
2007, 196[2631]:38). “It wasn’t until
the evolution of trees 80 million
years later that vegetation could
spread around the globe” (p. 40,
emp. added). What’s more, trees
with roots, seeds, and leaves sup-
posedly evolved nearly 100 million
years after the first land plants (p.
40). There were fish in the seas (see
Evolution..., 1994, p. 30) and “tiny
creatures such as insects” on land
(O’Donoghue, p. 38), but according
to evolution, seed-producing, fruit-
bearing trees bloomed millions of
years later.

According to Scripture, the omnipo-
tent God Who created everything
with “the breath of His mouth”
(Psalm 33:6), said: “Let the earth
bring forth grass, the herb that yields
seed, and the fruit tree that yields
fruit according to its kind, whose seed
is in itself, on the earth” (Genesis
1:11). The Bible then reveals, “and
it was so. And the earth brought
forth grass, the herb that yields
seed according to its kind, and the
tree that yields fruit, whose seed is
in itself according to its kind. And
God saw that it was good. So the
evening and the morning were the

third day” (Genesis 1:11-13).

It is really very simple. God made
grass, herb, and tree, seed, spore, and
fruit on the same day of Creation.
There were no epoch-long, time-laden
processes that turned plants into
shrubs and shrubs into trees over
many millions of years. God said
He did it in one day, “and it was so.”
Furthermore, He did it prior to His

creation of any animal life. Although
evolution says that fish and insects
were around before fruit bearing
trees, the Bible teaches otherwise
(Genesis 1:20-25).

In truth, the chronology of Creation
as revealed in Genesis 1 completely
contradicts evolutionary theory. A
true Bible believer cannot reasonably
hold to a theory that claims certain
animals were around millions of
years before trees, or that the early
Earth had no water on its surface. The
sooner evolutionary-sympathizing
Christians acknowledge the clear
contradictions between evolution
and God’s Creation account, the
better. If evolutionary theory is true,
the Bible is wrong, If the Bible is true,
evolutionary theory is a lie. “How
long will you falter between two

opinions?” (1 Kings 18:21).

THE DAY-AGE THEORY

HRISTIANS who embrace

the long ages of evolutionary
geology must find some way to fit
billions of years into the biblical
record. One of the most popular
theories concocted to add eons of
time to the age of the Earth isknown
as the Day-Age Theory. This theory
suggests that the days of Genesis 1
were not literal, 24-hour days, but
lengthy periods of time (millions or
billions of years). Is such a theory to
be welcomed with open arms, or is
there good reason to reject it? In
truth, the available evidence reveals
several reasons why we can know
that the days mentioned in Genesis
1 were the same kind of days we
experience in the present age, and
were not eons of time.

Interpreting the Word “Day” is
Not Rocket Science

The singular and plural forms of
the Hebrew word for day (yoz and
yamim) appear in the Old Testament
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over 2,300 times, making it the
fifth most common noun in the
Old Testament (Saebo, 1990, 6:13-
14). The term is used in three basic
ways. The first two ways are defined
and limited: “Day” (yom) can refer
to a 24-hour period (e.g., Genesis
50:3), and it can refer to the part
of the 24-hour period that is “light”
(in contrast to the darkness/night;
Genesis 1:3-5). Day is also used in
an extended way to refer to longer,
less-defined periods of time in the
past, present, or future (e.g., “the

day of the Lord,” Zechariah 14:1).

Even today, we use the term “day” in
different ways, but rarely do people
have a difficult time understanding
each others’ use of the term, since
the context and the way in which the
word is used virtually always defines
the word rather easily. Think about it:
How often do you have to interrupt
and question someone because you
misunderstand how they are using
the word “day”? Such questions are
seldom, if ever, asked. Consider the
following paragraph:

In Abraham’s day, God made a
covenant with the righteous patri-
arch and his descendants, saying,

“Every male child among you shall

be circumcised.... He who is eight
days old among you shall be cir-
cumcised” (Genesis 17:10,12). As
long as it was day eight, it may
not have mattered if Abraham
and his descendants circumcised
their young males during the day
or night. In Moses’ day, even if day
cight fell on the seventh day (the
Sabbath day), the Israelites were
expected to circumcise their male
children on this day, “so that the
law of Moses should not be broken”
(John 7:23).
How is the word “day” used in the
above paragraph? It is used twice in
reference to the two different general
periods of time in which Abraham
and Moses lived. It is used once to
(cont. on p. 92)
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refer to the opposite of night. It
is used six times to refer to literal,
24-hour days.

Most Bible readers can easily and
quickly understand how the inspired
writers used yo (day) throughout
the Bible. Most people clearly com-
prehend if the word “day” is used in
adefined manner (asa part of oran
entire 24 hours) or in an undefined
manner (e.g., “in the day of the
Lord”). After the Flood, the Lord
said, “While the earth remains...,
winter and summer, day and night
shall not cease” (Genesis 8:22). “Day”
is obviously used here in reference
to a defined time period—the part
of a24-hour period that is light (cf.
Genesis 7:4; 29:7; Exodus 24:18).
During the Flood, “the waters pre-
vailed on the earth one hundred and
fifty days” (Genesis 7:24). Once again,

“days” (yamim) is used in a defined
sense, though instead of referring
to the light period of the day(s), the
emphasis is on the total 24-hour
period(s)—specifically, 150 24-hour
periods. In Deuteronomy 31:17, the
Lord foretold how the Israelites
would break His covenant, and “in
that day” many troubles would come
upon them. The emphasis here is on
aless defined period of time—in the
future, when the Israelites would
begin worshiping the idols of the

pagan nations around them.

Days and Numbers

One of the easiest ways (though
not the only way) to detect when
the Bible is using the term “day” in
aliteral, 24-hour sense is if the term
is modified by a number. Obviously,
day eight (in the aforementioned
sample paragraph) refers to the eighth
literal day (not week, month, year,
decade, etc.) of a child’s life. Day
seven refers to the seventh literal
day of the week—the Sabbath day.
Who would mistake these “days”

for anything other than regular
days? Interestingly, as Henry Morris

once noted, “[Wlhenever a limit-
ing numeral or ordinal is attached

to ‘day’ in the Old Testament (and

there are over 200 such instances),
the meaning is always that of a

literal day” (1974, p. 224, emp.
added, parenthetical item in orig,).
Indeed, just as Jonah was in the belly

of the great fish for three days (and

not 3,000 years), and just as the

Israelites marched around Jericho

once a day for six days (and not six

long, vast periods of time), we can

know that God created everything

in “six days” (Exodus 20:11; 31:17),
not six billion years. About each day
of Creation, Moses wrote: “So the

evening and the morning were the

first day...second day...third day...
fourth day...fifth day...sixth day”
(Genesis 1:5,8,13,19,23,31).

Days with Evenings and Mornings

Another indicator throughout the

literal, non-prophetic language of
Scripture that yom refers to a lim-
ited, defined time of 24 hours or less

[i.e., whether it is used to refer to (a)

daylight hours of a 24-hour period

or (b) the 24-hour period itself],
is if the words “morning” and/or
“evening” are used to describe the

particular day. The words “morning”
(boger) and “evening” (‘ereb) appear
348 times in the Old Testament.
(Boger appears 214 times and ‘ereb

134 times; Konkel, 1997, 1:711,716.)

Again and again throughout the Old

Testament these words are used in

reference to specific, defined portions

of regular 24-hour days.

e Noah “waited yet another seven
days, and again he sent the dove out
from the ark. Then the dove came
to him in the evening” (Genesis
8:10-11).

e Moses judged Isracl “on the next
day...and the people stood before
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Moses from morninguntil evening’
(Exodus 18:13).

e The Lord instructed Aaron and his
sons in the book of Leviticus about
the various offerings, including the
laws concerning peace offerings.
According to Leviticus 7:15, “The
flesh of the sacrifice of his peace
offering for thanksgiving shall be
caten the same day it is offered.
He shall not leave any of it until
morning.”

e  Duringthe Israclites’ wanderingin
the wilderness, God caused a cloud
to remain over the tabernacle “from
eveninguntil morning: when the
cloud was taken up in the morning,
then they would journey; whether
by day or by night” (Numbers 9:21).

The only instances where evening and

morning may not refer to defined

portions of a 24-hour day are the

relatively few times they are used

in prophetic or figurative language

(e.g., Genesis 49:27; Habakkuk
1:8). Otherwise, the evidence is

overwhelming: when “morning”
and/or “evening” are used in refer-
ence to a period of time (in literal,
non-prophetic language) they always

refer to regular, 24-hour days (or
parts thereof). [NOTE: For a clear
distinction between the literal, nar-
rative, non-prophetic language of
Scripture and the figurative, prophetic

language of the Bible, compare the

narrative of Joseph in Genesis 37-48

with what Jacob prophesies will

happen to Joseph, his brothers, and

their descendents in Genesis 49:1-27.
For more information on the literal,
historical nature of Genesis 1-2, see

Thompson, 2000, pp. 133-161 and

DeYoung, 2005, pp. 157-170.]

So what does this have to do with
Creation? Only that each day of
the Creation was said to have one
evening and one morning.

“So the evening and the morning
were the first day” (Genesis 1:5).

“So the evening and the morning
were the second day” (Genesis 1:8).



“So the evening and the morning

were the third day” (Genesis 1:13).

“So the evening and the morning

were the fourth day” (Genesis 1:19).

“So the evening and the morning
were the fifth day” (Genesis 1:23).
“So the evening and the morning
were the sixth day” (Genesis 1:31).
Justas God spoke of limited, defined
periods of days using the terms “eve-
ning” and “morning” hundreds of
times throughout the Old Testament,
He did so six times in the Creation
account. If everywhere else in the
literal, non-prophetic language of
the Old Testament these words are
used to refer to regular 24-hour days,
why is it that some contend the days
of the literal, non-prophetic Genesis
account of Creation were undefined,
vast periods of evolutionary time?
It would seem because their loyalty
to the assumption-based, unproven
theory of evolution means more
to them than a serious, consistent,
logical interpretation of the Bible.

Other Questions Day-Agers
Should Consider

In addition to the powerful testi-
mony against the Day-Age Theory
provided by the Bible writers’ use of
yom in conjunction with numerical
adjectives and the words “evening”
and “morning,” other appropriate
questions linger for Day-Age theorists.

o Ifthe “days” of Genesis 1:14, were

“eons of time,” then what were the
“years” mentioned? The word “years”
can be understood correctly in this

context only if the word “days”
refers to normal days.

o Ifthe “days” of Genesis were not days
at all, but long evolutionary peri-
ods of time, then a problem arises
in the field of botany. Vegetation
came into existence on the third
day (Genesis 1:9-13). If each day of
Genesis 1 was along geological age
composed of one period of daylight
and one period of darkness (Genesis

1:4-5), how did plant life survive

millions of years of total darkness?

e  How would the plants that depend
on insects for pollination have
survived the supposed millions
or billions of years between “day”
three and “days” five and six (when
insects were created)?

o If the Holy Spirit can easily com-
municate the difference between
a regular day and a much longer
period of time (e.g., “a thousand
years,” 2 Peter 3:8), what logical,
biblically sound reason can one
give for assuming that the days of
Genesis must have been thousands,
millions, or billions of years?

The fact is, the Day-Age Theory
collapses under a reasonable read-
ing of Genesis 1 and the rest of the
Scriptures.

CONCLUSION

HOSE who propose that billions
of years of evolutionary time

preceded the creation of Adam and
Eve need to give serious thought
to the many Bible passages that
teach otherwise. The Bible is not
silent regarding our origins. God
Almighty created the Universe (and
everythingin it) simply by speaking
it into existence.

By the word of the Lord the heavens

were made, and all the host of them

by the breath of His mouth... Let

all the earth fear the Lord; let all

the inhabitants of the world stand

in awe of Him. For He spoke, and

it was done; He commanded, and

it stood fast (Psalm 33:6,8-9).
The same God Who turned water
into grape juice (0i720s) in a moment
of time (without dependence on
time-laden naturalistic processes like
photosynthesis; John 2:1-11), “the
God Who does wonders” (Psalm
77:14), spoke the Universe into
existence in six days.

Had God chosen to do so, He
could have spent six billion years, six
million years, or six thousand years
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creating the world. Had He given

any indication in His Word that

He used lengthy amounts of time

in order for naturalistic processes to

take over during Creation, we could

understand why Christians would

embrace such a belief. However, God

has done the very opposite. First,
He revealed that the heavens and

the Earth are the effects of super-
natural causes (thus contradicting

the General Theory of Evolution).
Second, He gave us the sequence

of events that took place, which

contradicts evolutionary theory.
What’s more, He told us exactly
how long He spent creating. The

first chapter of Genesis reveals that

from the creation of the heavens and

the Earth to the creation of man, He

spent six days. On two occasions in

the very next book of the Bible, He

reminds us that the Creation took
place not over six eons of time, but

over six days (Exodus 20:11; 31:17).
He then further impressed on Bible

readers that man is not 14 billion

years younger than the origin of
the Universe by referring to him

as being on the Earth (1) “from the

beginning of the creation” (Mark
10:6), (2) “since the creation of
the world” (Romans 1:20), and (3)

“from the foundation of the world”
(Luke 11:50).

If God did create everything in
six literal days, and expected us to
believe such, what else would He
have needed to say than what He
said? How much clearer would He
have needed to make it? And, if it
does not matter what we think about
the subject, why did He reveal to us
the sequence of events to begin with?

Truly, just as God has spoken clearly
on a number of subjects that vari-
ous “believers” have distorted (e.g.,
the worldwide Noahic Flood, the
necessity of immersion in water for
the remission of sins, the return of



Christ, etc.), the Bible plainly teaches
that God, by the word of His mouth,
spoke the Universe and everything
in it into existence in six days. No
“rightly divided” Bible passage will
lead a person to any other conclusion

(2 Timothy 2:15).
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Jeff Miller, Ph.D.

. Genesis 1:3-5 indicates that
Q‘ God created light on day one
of the Creation week. It was not until
day four, however, that He made the
Sun, Moon, and stars. How could
there have been light in the begin-
ning, before the Sun was even cre-
ated? What was that light?

.The first thing to note is that

e whatever the light was, God
divided it from darkness and then
defined “Day” and “Night” based
on the distinction (vss. 4-5). Moses
highlights that “the eveningand the
morning” werein effectat the end of
that first day, even though the Sun
had notyetbeen created. Apparently,
the light was directional and fixed,
like thelight from the Sun, allowinga
light period for dayand adark period
for night as the Earth turned on its
axisasitdoes today, also allowing for
an eveningand a morning. Wayne
Jackson noted that “[t]he ‘light’ of
Genesis 1:3 obviously radiated from
a‘fixed’ source, inits relationship to
the earth, inasmuch as it facilitated
the dark-to-lightarrangement, as the

primitive orb rotated upon its axis”

(2014). Henry M. Morris concurred,
stating, “Such a cyclical light-dark
arrangement clearly means that the
earth was now rotating on its axis
and that therewasasource of lighton
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one side of the earth corresponding
to the sun, even though the sun was
not yet made (Genesis 1:16)” (1977,
p- 55). Biblical scholars Spence and
Exell explain, “On the fourth day the
light [that was—]JM] developed on
the first is concentrated and perma-
nently fixed in the celestial luminar-
ies” (2007, Genesis 1:3-5).

Canwe surmiseanythingelse about
that light? Spence and Exell point
out that Augustine argued that the
light was spiritual in nature (2007).
However, such a postulation does not
harmonize well with the rest of the
chapter. How could spiritual light
be divided into the days and nights
that are described throughout the
rest of Genesis one to denote God’s
activity on each of the days of the
Creation week?

Though “light” was once thought
to be inherently a substance or ele-
ment, we now understand it to be
merely a result of matter beingin a
certain condition. Spence and Exell
point out that it would not conflict
with the text to argue that the light
of Genesis one referred to the “mode
or condition of matter,” with lumi-
nosity, for example, being merely
the result of incandescence (Gene-
sis 1:3-5). This hints that some phys-

ical source could have been present



to emit the light, unless, of course,
the light was purely supernatural
and temporary. Adam Clarke and
Spence and Exell note that the Gen-
esis one word for “light” is used else-
where in the Bible to denote fire (Isa-
iah 31:9; Ezekiel 5:2), the Sun (Job
31:26),lightning (Job 37:3),and even
heat (Isaiah 44:16). Clarke concluded
“thatitis caloric orlatent heat which
is principally intended by the origi-
nal word” (2013, Genesis 1:3).
There is no doubt that when the
Earth was created on day one, likely
with its mantle intact, light (and heat)
was immediately in existence due
to the nature of the magma therein.
Keep in mind also that “light” occurs
inawide spectrum—a range which
far exceeds what humans can visibly
detect. Henry Morris noted, “[I]t is
obvious that visible light is primar-
ily meant [in Genesis 1:3—JM], since
itwassetin contrast to darkness. At
the same time, the presence of visi-
ble light waves necessarily involves
the entire electromagnetic spectrum.
Beyond the visible light waves are,
on the one hand, ultraviolet light
and all the other shortwavelength
radiations and, on the other hand,
infrared light and the other long-
wave phenomena” (p. 56). John D.
Morris observed:
Actually there are many sources of
light, notjust the sun. Therearealso
many types of light, not just visible
light. Short-wave light includes ultra-
violet light, X-rays,and others. Long-
wave light includes infrared light,
radiowaves, etc. Light is produced by
friction, by fire, by numerous chem-
ical reactions, as well as the nuclear
reactions of atomic fission and fusion,
which is what we think is occurring
in the sun. God had at His fingertips
many options to accomplish His pur-
poses. Light does not automatically

require the sun (2008, p. 14).

Bottom line: while we know the
light spectrum and heat (entropy)
were created on day one, there is
simply not enough information in
the text to understand the nature
of the fixed, directional light source
that allowed for a division of night
and day during the first three days
of Creation. Whatever it was, no
sustained contradiction can be lev-
ied against the Bible due to its com-
mentary on the events of the Cre-
ation week. [NOTE: Consider that
such charges, if sustainable, would
have likely caused the Bible millen-
niaago to be patently rejected by all
rational people, fadinginto obscurity
along with the mythological stories
of old. Humanity has simply under-
stood that there isan explanation to
the enigma, even if the details are
not known, and that a legitimate
absurdity cannot be levied against
the biblical text.] Interestingly, Jack-
son pointsout that the ancient, myth-
ological Babylonian account of cre-
ation, Enuma Elish,datingback as far
as 1800 B.C., also claimed thatlight
was in existence before the lightbear-
ersthemselves (2014). For thousands

of years, humanity hashad such texts,
and while not understanding the

full implications of such accounts,
people have understood that such a
conceptis notinherently inaccurate.
Interestingly, if the Bible were writ-
ten by humans conning the masses,
one might imagine a re-write of the

events of day one would be the first
edit to be made to give us some more

insight.
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Introducing A.P.’s New Mobile App & Dinosaur Poster

For some time now, Apologetics Press has been working
toward developing an app that can be used on mobile
devices. We now have that app ready for download in
iTunes™and soon in Google play™stores. This app puts
the power of our Web site in the palm of your hand—
for free! Search for “Apologetis Press” at the iTunes
App Store.

The app provides our main subject categories from
our Web site. Seven of these categories are subdivided
by topics. The eighth category, Alleged Discrepancies,
is separated into books of the Bible. Each book has
Scripture references and article titles to help you find
the information you need.

Also, the articles may be bookmarked for later availability
when Wi-Fi is unavailable. To retrieve these articles, simply
click the A.P.logo at the top of the app. Then click on the
Bookmarks button near the bottom of the list to view
your bookmarked items. Also available in the iOS version
is the ability to print on AirPrint devices. The A.P. app
search engine is available on the home screen, which is
very handy when one is uncertain which category or topic
to choose. Just enter your keyword(s) in the search bar.

We hope you find this new tool useful. We anticipate
including our Multimedia section in a future update.

Please download and try it today.

See the Center Spread |
for More Details

Also, be reminded that we now have three dinosaur
posters on the market. Most likely, when you picture
adinosaur in your mind, you don’t picture it alongside
humans. Instead, you imagine what you have seen in
pictures from childhood—pictures that were created by
evolutionists. But according to the Bible, humans and
dinosaurs were created together on day six of Creation.
Dinosaurs, which on average were the size of a cow, would
have been on the Ark (some possibly in a juvenile state),
if they were still living at the time of Noah (and the
evidence strongly supports that they were).

Since “a picture speaks a thousand words,” it’s time our
children were given more accurate portrayals of how
life on Earth with dinosaurs could have been. To that
end, we have taken three of the beautiful art pieces of
Lewis Lavoie (who illustrated A.P.s kid’s book Dinosaurs
Unleashed) and created posters with relevant verses:

“Day40,” “Deers in the Forest,” and “Prelude to the Fair.”

Consider: Not only are these posters worthy of
decoratinga wall in your home (includinga child’s room),
you should consider using them in Bible classrooms at
your church, or even placing one in your office at work
to stimulate spiritual conversations.

Dave Miller

Periodicals Postage
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