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AT THE AGE OF 30, JESUS 
BEGAN HIS PUBLIC WORK FOR GOD BY 
GOING TO JOHN THE BAPTIZER TO BE BAP-
tized. At first, John refused to baptize Jesus. He said, “I 
have need to be baptized by You, and are You com-
ing to me?” (Matthew 3:14). Why did John say that 
to Jesus? John was baptizing people for the forgive-
ness of their sins if they would confess their sins and 
repent (Matthew 3:6,8; Mark 1:4). He knew that Jesus 
was sinless, and thus did not need to be baptized for 
the forgiveness of His sins. Jesus did not correct John 
by saying that baptism is not for the remission of sins. 
Rather, Jesus showed that He was an exception to 
the usual reason for baptizing people. He gave John 
another reason for baptizing Him—a reason that 
applied only to the Son of God: “to fulfill all righteous-
ness” (Matthew 3:15).

What did Jesus mean by this statement? John later 
explained the special reason when he said that he 
came baptizing with water so that Jesus could be 
revealed to Israel (John 1:31). When John baptized 
Jesus in the Jordan River, two very important things 
happened: (1) the Spirit of God descended like a dove 
on Jesus; and (2) God said, “This is My beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). When 
John saw and heard these two things, he was able 
to prove his belief that Jesus was, in fact, the Son of 
God (John 1:34). Jesus’ baptism established His divine 
identity to the world. Not so with people today. They 
are to be baptized in water to be forgiven of their sins 
(Acts 2:38), to be clothed with Christ (Galatians 3:27), 
to be saved by the death, burial, and resurrection of 
Christ (Romans 6:3-4; 1 Peter 3:21), and to be added 
to Christ's church (Acts 2:47).

Jesus came to the Earth to do His Father’s will 
(Luke 2:49; John 9:4). He submitted to water bap-
tism, and He requires people today to be baptized 
in water to become His 
disciples (Matthew 28:19), 
and in order to have their 
sins forgiven by His blood 
(Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16).

The BAPTISM of 

JESUS
HAVE YOU EVER GONE FOR A LONG  

TIME WITHOUT EATING? YOUR STOMACH BEGINS TO HURT, YOU  
FEEL VERY WEAK, AND EVERY FOOD SOUNDS GOOD TO YOU—EVEN 
spinach! And that happens when you miss one or two meals. What if you did not eat 
anything for a whole week? Can you imagine how hungry you would be? Now, think 
about the fact that Jesus fasted and did not eat anything for 40 days. That is over five 
weeks without eating anything!

After those 40 days, the devil came to Jesus to tempt Him to sin. Satan first tried 
to tempt Jesus to turn stones into bread. He said to Jesus: “If you are the Son of God, 
command that these stones become bread.” Just think how tempting it would have 
been for Jesus to use His power to make something to eat—like nice, warm, but-
tery loaves of fresh bread. It makes your mouth water just thinking about it, and 
you have likely eaten plenty in the past few days. Imagine how good that bread 
sounded to Jesus. 

Satan is very good at tempting people to sin. He knew that Jesus had not eaten 
for many days, and that He was very hungry. But think about what 
Satan was doing. He was trying to get Jesus to obey him instead of 
trusting in God. If Jesus had turned the stones into bread, then He 
would have been doing exactly what Satan wanted Him to do. Also, 
God had taken care of Jesus and given Him everything He needed to 
live. If Jesus turned the stones into bread, He no longer would be trust-
ing in God to take care of Him. 

The devil was using the same trick that some of the Jewish leaders used 
against Jesus when they asked Him for a sign that would prove He was 
God’s Son. The devil was basically saying that the signs God had given Jesus 
to do were not good enough proof. Satan was asking for another sign from 
Jesus. But Jesus did not give in to Satan’s temptation. He said: “It is written, ‘Man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God’” (Matthew 4:4). Jesus was telling Satan that there are things that are much 
more important than food (or other physical things). Obeying God’s Word is the 
most important thing.

Today, many people do the same thing Satan did to 
Jesus. They say that God has not given enough evidence 

to prove that He really exists. However, these people 
refuse to look at the design in the Universe or the 

inspiration of the Bible. God has given us plenty 
of evidence to prove that He exists and that He 

will take care of those who obey Him. Let’s 
be like Jesus and trust God.

The actual Jordan River in which  
Jesus was baptized

STONES to 
BREAD

DAVE MILLER

KYLE BUTT
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A model of Solomon’s Porch 

A model of what the  
Jerusalem temple  
looked like in the  
days of Jesus
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The SECOND Temptation: 
"A Leap of FAITH"

IN MATTHEW CHAPTER 
THREE, AFTER JESUS WAS BAPTIZED, GOD 
ANNOUNCED FROM HEAVEN THAT JESUS 
is His Son. Jesus was then led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. In the second 
temptation that Satan used against Jesus after 40 
days of fasting, he appealed to Jesus’ pride. He took 
Jesus into Jerusalem and dared Him to throw Him-
self off the pinnacle of the temple in order to see if 
God would save Him and to prove He is the Son of 
God, as God had said at His baptism. 

The “pinnacle of the temple” was probably not 
the actual roof of the temple. Scholars are not sure 
where it would have been, but many believe that it 
was probably a part of the temple called Solomon’s 
Porch, which overlooked the Kidron Valley. The drop 
was probably at least 450 feet (over a football field 
in height) in the time of Christ—a height that would 
almost certainly kill a man.

Satan had learned his lesson from the first tempta-
tion, when Jesus used Scripture to respond to him. 
He knew if he wanted to trap Jesus, and get Him to 
do his will, he would have to also use Scripture. In this 
case, Satan used Scripture to try to cause Jesus to be 

reckless and to tempt 
God to step in and save 
Him. As was the case 
in the other two temp-
tations, Jesus relied 
on Scripture, 

specifically Deuter-
onomy, to combat 
Satan. In so doing, 
He proved that 
Satan was misusing 
Scripture. 

We can learn a lot about Jesus’ handling of this 
temptation. We know that God will take care of those 
who love Him and His kingdom and who try to do 
right (Matthew 6:25-33), but that does not mean He is 
our servant. He does not run around behind us clean-
ing up the messes we make in our lives from our own 
reckless behavior or laziness. 

We can also learn from this temptation 
that sometimes people claim that cer-
tain teachings are from God. They will 
sometimes even use Scripture to 
try to prove those teachings, 
just like Satan did. But Jesus’ 
example shows us that just 
using Scripture is not enough. 
We have to know our Bibles, and 
know them well enough that 
we are sure to use them prop-
erly (2 Timothy 2:15). Otherwise, 
we might be guilty of twisting 
the Scriptures to our “own 
destruction” (2 Peter 
3:16)!

MANKIND SEEMS TO 
HAVE A FASCINATION WITH HEIGHTS. WE 
LOVE TO BUILD TALL BUILDINGS, CLIMB 
the biggest mountains, and soar to the highest 
heights. If you have ever looked out of the window 
of an airplane, then you know the thrilling rush as 
you look down on the world below. Sometimes, 
it seems to offer a sense of control. This might be 
similar to how the kings in history felt when they 
looked out from their palace walls across their 
kingdom. However, it is also a humbling experi-
ence to realize that wherever you are, and whatever 
you see, it is all created by God Who, at this very 
moment, is looking down on you.

Many times, people fail to consider that God owns 
everything, and they allow pride to take control. 
Oftentimes, this happens to powerful businessmen 
who run large companies, to politicians who make 
the laws, or to leaders who control the nations. But, 
it easily can happen to other people as well. They 
see something nice that they would like to own 
or control, and they decide to devote their lives to 
gaining it, rather than allowing God to provide for 
their needs.

The devil understands these temptations, which 
is why he uses pride and greed to tempt us. In the 
Bible there are many examples that show how 
Satan can use these types of temptations. One of 
the best examples is found in Matthew chapter four. 
Satan used the temptation of power and control 
to try to tempt Jesus. Satan took Jesus to the top 
of a very high mountain and began to show Him 
all of the kingdoms of the world, which were laid 
out beneath Him (vs. 8). Then, surprisingly, Satan 
offered to give them all to Jesus, for Him to own, 
control, and rule. However, like most “deals,” there 
were strings attached. What Satan wanted Jesus to 
do wasn’t physically or mentally difficult; nor did 
it require Jesus to pay large sums of money. What 
it did require, though, was Christ’s total devotion. 
Satan declared that he would give the entire world 
to Jesus, if He would only fall down and worship 
him (vs. 9).

Jesus was “fed up” with Satan’s attempts. Satan had 
tried other times to tempt Jesus into sin, and Christ 
was tired of it. What Jesus said, and how He said it, 
should be an example for how we handle tempta-
tions in our lives. Christ said, “Away with you, Satan! 
For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, 
and Him only you shall serve’” (Matthew 5:10). Christ 
firmly demanded the evil tempter to get out of His 
sight, because of what God’s Word said.  And in the 
very next verse the Bible reveals that Satan left Him 
immediately. God’s Word helped Christ defeat the 
devil, and it will help us do the same.

“FED UP” WITH SIN

JEFF MILLER

BRANYON MAY
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ActIvIty 

PageS

True or 
False

 1.  ____ Jesus began His public work 
for God by going to Peter to be 
baptized.

 2.  ____ The arrival of John the Baptizer 
signaled the first recorded direct 
communication from God to Israel 
in 400 years.

 3.  ____ Jesus fasted for only seven days 
before Satan began tempting 
Him.

 4.  ____ Satan declared that he would give 
the entire world to Jesus, if He 
would fall down and worship him.

 5.  ____ Jesus finally gave in to Satan’s 
temptations.

 6.  ____ Jesus began His earthly ministry 
at the age of 30.

 7.  ____ The Bible tells us a lot about the 
life of Jesus between the 12th 
and 30th years of His life.

 8.  ____ One of Jesus’ temptations took 
place on the pinnacle of the 
temple.

 9.  ____ Many people in Jesus’ day thought 
that He came to bring the Jews 
salvation from the Romans, in-
stead of spiritual salvation from 
sin.

10.  ____ Jesus quoted from the Old 
Testament when being tempted 
by Satan.

 1.   “This is My beloved ____, in whom I 
am well __________” (Matthew 3:17).

 2.   “____ shall not live by _______ 
alone, but by every word that 
proceeds from the mouth of _____” 
(Matthew 4:4).   

 3.   “You shall not _____ the Lord your 
God” (Matthew 4:7).

 4.   “You shall _________ the Lord 
your God, and Him only you shall 
________” (Matthew 4:10).

 5.  “_______, for the kingdom of 
_______ is at hand” (Matthew 4:17).

Complete the  
BIble Verses 

(NKJV)
Dear Digger Doug, 
What was it like in the time 
of Jesus?

Dear reader,
Because the people of the Bible existed  

long ago in a far away land, we sometimes  
misunderstand how ancient people lived.  
Their expressions, habits, ceremonies, and 
clothing were very different than what we 
see today. They wore sandals instead of 
sneakers, rode donkeys instead of bikes, and 
spoke Hebrew or Greek instead of English. 

Jesus and His disciples walked everywhere 
in sandals, and often their feet would get 
dirty. Fortunately, they had a method of 
cleaning their feet before walking into a 
house. Immediately after they entered  
someone’s home, a servant would wash their 
feet from a water bowl.

Education was highly valued in ancient 
Israel. The Bible also informs us that both 
mothers and fathers took an active role in 
the education of their children. Many times, 
the son would grow up learning the occupation 
of his father. 

Although there were some similarities,  
many things in the time of Jesus were  
different than today.

1.   Was the purpose of Jesus’ baptism  
different than when ordinary people 
are baptized? If so, how was it  
different?

2.   List the three temptations of Jesus.

3.   What did Jesus do each time Satan 
tempted Him?

4.   Why did Jesus come to Earth? 

Cryptogram 
(KrIp-toe-gram)

DIscussIon 
QuestIons

© COPYRIGHT, APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC., 2015, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © COPYRIGHT, APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC., 2015, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC.
230 Landmark Drive

Montgomery, AL 36117
(800) 234-8558 (Orders)

(334) 272-8558
www.DiscoveryMagazine.com

 © 2013 Apologetics Press, Inc.
 All Rights Reserved

Editor: Kyle Butt, M.A.
Associate Editor: Eric Lyons, M.Min.
Layout and Design: Rob Baker, M.Ed.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Montgomery, AL
Permit No. 513

Yearly Subscription Fees in U.S. Funds Only • United States of America: Individual rate: $14 each • Bulk rate (at least 5 to same address): $10.50 each.
Club rate (at least 10 to different address paid together): $12 • Homeschool discount 10% off above rates

ANSWERS

APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC.
230 Landmark Drive

Montgomery, AL 36117
(800) 234-8558 (Orders)

(334) 272-8558
www.DiscoveryMagazine.com

 © 2015 Apologetics Press, Inc.
 All Rights Reserved

Editor: Kyle Butt, M.A.
Associate Editor: Eric Lyons, M.Min.
Layout and Design: Rob Baker, M.Ed.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Montgomery, AL
Permit No. 513

Yearly Subscription Fees in U.S. Funds Only • United States of America: Individual rate: $14 each • Bulk rate (at least 5 to same address): $10.50 each.
Club rate (at least 10 to different address paid together): $12 • Homeschool discount 10% off above rates

ANSWERS

Cover: Lewis Lavoie

TRUE OR FALSE: 1-F; 2-T; 3-F; 4-T; 5-F; 6-T; 7-F; 8-T; 9-T; 10-T.  COMPLETE THE BIBLE VERSES: 1. Son, pleased; 2. man, bread, God; 3. tempt; 4. worship, serve;  
5. repent, heaven.  CRYPTOGRAM: Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.

 96 
Discovery • December 2015 www.DiscoveryMagazine.com

JESUS WAS NOW READY TO BEGIN HIS MISSION.  
ALL HIS LIFE HE HAD LIVED FOR GOD, AND HAD OBEYED HIS EARTHLY PARENTS AND  
HIS HEAVENLY FATHER. THE BIBLE TELLS US NOTHING OF JESUS’ ACTIVITIES  
between the 12th and 30th years of His life, except that He was sinless and worked as a carpenter. It 
is amazing to think that for the greatest part of His life, our Lord lived an ordinary life, living quietly and 
working with His hands. Until His ministry began, Jesus performed no miracles; in fact, He did very 
little to cause any of His neighbors to suspect that He was the Son of God (Matthew 13:54-56). 
This all changed when He left that carpenter’s shop in Nazareth and began traveling around 
Galilee, preaching to the poor, healing the sick, and restoring sight to the blind. 

People were excited when Jesus began His ministry. Palestine, the homeland of Jesus 
and the Jews, was occupied by Roman forces. The common people were poor, and relied 
on their faith in God to get through life. The arrival of John the Baptizer, and now Jesus’ 
appearance, signaled the first recorded direct communication from God to Israel in 
400 years. Both men preached repentance, announcing, “The kingdom of heaven is 
at hand” (Matthew 4:17). The people had waited for a long time for deliverance from 
their Roman oppressors. They knew that such could only come from the Almighty, and 
when Jesus came prophesying and working miracles, they believed He was the Deliv-
erer. To the people, Jesus represented hope. 

At first, the Lord visited local synagogues, reading the Scriptures with an authority 
that the Jewish worshipers respected. Luke tells us He was “glorified by all” (4:15). In 
these early days, He explained His mission; His message of salvation contained the hope 
that the people so desperately needed. He came to “seek and to save the lost” (Luke 
19:10) and to “set at liberty those who are oppressed” (Luke 4:18). 

Later, as His ministry progressed, the masses realized that the salvation Jesus offered 
was not from the Romans or any other physical kingdom, but a spiritual salvation from 
sin. Some people never understood Jesus’ message, and, as a result, eventually He was 
put to death on the cross. Others accepted Him as the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
followed Him gladly.

THE BEGINNING OF JESUS’ MINISTRY
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