


Archaeology
The Cyrus Cylinder
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ARCHAEOLOGY [ARE-
KEY-AH-LOW-JEE] IS A BIG WORD. IT MEANS 
THE STUDY OF PHYSICAL REMAINS FROM 
the lives of people who lived in the past. Archae-
ologists are scientists who practice archaeology. 
They study things such as stone tablets, ancient 
houses, and historic cities that have been buried 
for many years. Archaeology can be very excit-
ing. Sometimes archaeologists uncover amazing 
treasures that were buried by kings hundreds 
or even thousands of years ago. At other times, 
“treasures” like ancient writing tablets or inscrip-
tions are found that describe events in the past. 
Archaeology is important because it helps us see 
how things were in the past, and it helps us know 
what really happened.

Archaeology is also very important because it 
helps to show that the Bible writers always told 
the truth and wrote about people who really 
lived. The Bible writers were inspired by God to 
record history exactly as it occurred. While this 
might not sound that amazing, it is. You see, most 

historic books are filled with errors. That is 
why history books are rewrit-

ten every few years, so 
that the errors in them 

can be corrected. There is only one book that 
reports ancient history that has every fact exactly 
right—the Bible. 

How can archaeology help us know that the 
Bible is true? Suppose the Bible tells about a king 
in Judah who dug a large tunnel under the city 
of Jerusalem. If this really did happen, we would 
expect to see the tunnel still there, or at least see 
signs that it was dug at one time. Or suppose the 
Bible mentions ancient kings who ruled other 
nations. When we find inscriptions and docu-
ments from those nations, we would expect them 
to have the names of the kings mentioned in 
the Bible. In this issue of 
Discovery, we are going to 
look at some interesting 
archaeological finds. We 
are going to see that thou-
sands of archaeological 
finds have shown that the 
Bible writers always wrote 
the truth. There has never 
been a single discovery 
that disproves anything in 
the Bible. Truly, the Bible is 
the perfect Word of God. Hezekiah's 

Tunnel

CYRUS WAS THE KING 
OF THE MEDO-PERSIAN EMPIRE IN 
540 B.C. HE WAS ONE OF THE MOST 
important foreign rulers of the Israelite nation. 
In fact, many Old Testament prophecies talk 
about him. The prophet 
Isaiah foretold that 
Babylon would fall to the 
Medes and the Persians 
(Isaiah 13; 21:1-10). Not 
only did Isaiah explain that 
Babylon would fall, but 
he also stated that Cyrus 
was the king who would 
defeat it (Isaiah 44:28; 
45:1-5). Amazingly, Isaiah’s 
prophecy was made about 
150 years before Cyrus 
was born. We know this 
because Isaiah prophesied in about 700 B.C. and Cyrus took 
the city of Babylon in 539 B.C. Isaiah also predicted that Cyrus 
would act as the Lord’s “shepherd.” In fact, Isaiah recorded these 
words of the Lord concerning Cyrus: “And he shall perform all 
My pleasure, even saying to Jerusalem, ‘You shall be built,’ and 
to the temple, ‘Your foundation shall be laid’” (Isaiah 44:28). 

In 1879, an archaeologist named Hormoz Rasam found a 
small clay cylinder (about nine inches long) in the ancient 
city of Babylon. (This cylinder is now in the British Museum). Upon 
the clay cylinder, King Cyrus wrote about his victory over the city 
of Babylon and his policy toward the nations he had captured. He 
also detailed his policy toward their various gods and religions. 
Cyrus explained that he sent back all the idols to the various nations. 

He also wrote that he rebuilt their temples. His 
decree that is written on the cylinder matches 
perfectly what the Bible predicted he would 
do. Cyrus decreed that the temple in Jerusalem 
should be rebuilt and all the exiled Israelites who 
wished to return had his permission and bless-
ing to do so (Ezra 1:1-11). This little nine-inch clay 
cylinder is strong evidence that the Bible is 100% 
accurate and inspired by God.

CYRUS CYLINDER
Top: Front of cylinder

Left: Close-up of cylinder
Bottom: Back of cylinder
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The TIny Town of 

Nazareth
HAVE YOU EVER DRIVEN THROUGH A VERY 

SMALL TOWN? MAYBE YOU EVEN SAW A SIGN THAT GAVE THE NAME OF THE TOWN 
AND TOLD HOW MANY PEOPLE LIVED THERE. IT MIGHT HAVE SAID SOMETHING 
like, Sullivan POP 688. The letters POP stand for the word "population," which means the number 
of people who live there. A town that only has 688 people is very small. In fact, many churches 
have more people than that during a Sunday worship service. In the past, some villages were even 
smaller than that. They had only about 100 people or less. 

When we look in the Bible, we read about a little town named Nazareth. The Bible does not tell us 
how many people lived there, but it was very small. In fact, it was so small that people did not think 

anything important could come out of the town. It did not have big crops to 
export to other cities. It did not have large numbers of fishermen who sold 
fish. Nazareth did not have rich merchants who traded goods or big busi-
nesses that made nice clothes or jewelry. 

We recognize the name of this tiny village because Jesus was from there. 
Even though Jesus was born in Bethlehem, He grew up in Nazareth. When He 
began His ministry, people wondered about His hometown. How could such 
an amazing teacher come from such a tiny town? Philip, one of His original 
followers, was trying to explain to his friend Nathanael that he found the Mes-
siah. He told Nathanael that Jesus was from the town of Nazareth. Nazareth 
was so unimportant that Nathanael did not think the Messiah could be from 
there. He said, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46). He 
quickly found out he was wrong, and something very good did come out of 
Nazareth: the Lord Jesus Christ.

Because Nazareth was so small, archaeologists did not find any remains 
of the houses or buildings for many years. Some people even said that the 
Bible was wrong when it mentioned Nazareth. They taught that there was 
no village called Nazareth during the time of Jesus. These people went on 
to say that the writings about Jesus in the New Testament could not be true, 
because they claimed Jesus could not be from a town that did not exist. 

In December of 2009, however, the way the world looked at Nazareth 
changed. An archaeologist named Yardena Alexandre announced the dis-
covery of a house that dated to the time of Jesus in the little town of Naza-
reth. This house was just where the Bible suggested the town should be. The 
house had two rooms and a courtyard that totaled about 900 square feet. 
Many houses in the USA are four or five times that large. In fact, some of you 
reading this article may live in homes where one big playroom is 900 square 
feet. The artifacts found in the house, such as pieces of pottery, show us that 
the people who lived there were most likely poor. 

Those people who doubted the Bible were put to shame. They claimed that 
the Bible made a mistake when writing about Jesus being from Nazareth. 

They were wrong. The discovery of the small 
Nazareth house helped to show that the 

Bible does not make mistakes. Once 
again, archaeology provided us with 
even more evi-
dence to prove 
that the Bible 

is God’s Word.

The Nazareth House 
is located behind 

the Basilica of 
the Annunciation 

pictured below.

Herodian lamps, similar to the 
one pictured below,  helped 

archaeologists  to determine the 
time period of the Nazareth house.
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ActIvIty 

Pages

True or 
False

 1.  ____ Archaeology is an overrated 
science that has done little to 
help us understand the past.

 2.  ____ Archaeology has repeatedly 
demonstrated the accuracy of 
the Bible.

 3.  ____ Nazareth was a large city in the 
time of Jesus.

 4.  ____ Hosea predicted the reign of 
Cyrus.

 5.  ____ Jesus was born in Nazareth.
 6.  ____ Luke accurately wrote 

about Gallio in the book of 
Acts.

 7.  ____ A house that dates to the 
time of Jesus has been 
discovered in the little 
town of Nazareth.

 8.  ____ There has never been 
a single discovery that 
disproves anything in 
the Bible.

 1. ____ The study of physical remains 
from the lives of people who 
lived in the past 

 2. ____ An ancient book whose writers 
wrote with perfect accuracy

 3. ____ Town in which Jesus was born
 4. ____ Town in which Jesus grew up
 5. ____ Archaeologist who announced the 

discovery of a house that dated 
to the time of Jesus in the little 
town of Nazareth

 6. ____ The proconsul of the area of 
Achaia during the ministry of 
Paul.

 7. ____ King of the Medo-Persian Empire 
in 540 B.C.

 8. ____ First-century Roman ruler who 
mentioned “Gallio… proconsul of 
Achaia”

 9. ____ Archaeologist who found a small 
clay cylinder in 1879 in the 
ancient city of Babylon

Dear Digger Doug, 
In the Old Testament, since they did not have to be baptized, would they have to say,  
what we call today, the Sinner’s Prayer?  
—Levi Dollahite, Bremen, GA

Dear Levi,

I am glad to see that you are thinking seriously about what the Bible teaches. You have asked 
an excellent question. The answer has several parts. First, the Bible actually teaches that the 
Israelites were baptized. In 1 Corinthians 10:1-2, we read that “all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed 
through the sea, all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.” These verses are talking about the 
time that God’s people left Egypt and walked through the Red Sea on dry ground. Since they had water on 
either side, and the cloud of water above them, they were “immersed” (which is the meaning of the word bap-
tize) in water. Second, it is important to understand that baptism in the New Testament was different from the 
Old Testament. After Jesus died, was buried, and rose again, Peter and the apostles preached that those who 
believe in Christ should be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19), for the 
forgiveness of their sins (Acts 2:38). When that happens, a person is baptized “into Christ” (Galatians 3:27), not 
“into Moses” as the Israelites were. Third, to answer the final part of your question, the Sinner’s Prayer is never 
mentioned in the Bible. Nobody in the New Testament was ever instructed to say it, and nobody in the Old Tes-
tament was either. It is not found in the Bible anywhere. People who misunderstood God’s teaching on baptism in 
the New Testament made up the Sinner’s Prayer. But God, in the Bible, never wrote it down or asked anyone to 
say it. Thanks for the great question.

Z H B E T H L E H E M K
O Y G W B F R V Y H K L
E A N A Z A R E T H K H
M R T K Q A B X T J K A
P D H J C R D E C L D M
E E O B W C K X S S G R
R N R P F H J O Q D I Y
O A M D T A L J X E N H
R A O E Z E B A J L O P
C L Z S M O D V J X U W
L E R Q A L G A L L I O
A X A N H O S H U U J Z
U A S L R G T A E G E S
D N A J X Y E L P B U M
I D M I V W B H L R M K
U R C V J I B Y Y Z H S
S E U Q B J Q C R W J R
P K W T R U G I J S K O

MultIple CHoIce

1. Discuss how archaeology helps us 
to know that the Bible is true.

2. Explain how archaeological 
discoveries (such as the Gallio 
inscription) can also help us to 
understand the Bible better.

On a Separate 
sheet of Paper

A. Gallio
B. Bethlehem
C. Nazareth
D. Emperor 

Claudius

E. Bible
F. Cyrus
G. Archaeology
H. Yardena Alexandre
I. Hormoz Rasam

 1.  ____ A scientist who practices 
archaeology 

(A) Archivist      (B) Arachnologist 
(C) Archaeologist

 2. ____ One reason history books (and 
not the Bible) are frequently 
rewritten

(A) History changes 
(B) History is boring 
(C) To correct errors in the books

 3. ____ A government official in Bible 
times similar to something like a 
governor or mayor

(A) Proconsul      (B) Priest 
(C) Caesar

4. ____ Ancient city in which the “Cyrus 
Cylinder” was found

(A) Jerusalem    (B) Babylon 
(C) Corinth

 5. ____ Old Testament prophet who wrote 
about King Cyrus before he was 
ever born

(A) Moses          (B) Isaiah 
(C) Hosea

Match, FInd, 
and CIrcle
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ZHBETHLEHEMK
OYGWBFRVYHKL
EANAZARETHKH
MRTKQABXTJKA
PDHJCRDECLDM
EEOBWCKXSSGR
RNRPFHJOQDIY
OAMDTALJXENH
RAOEZEBAJLOP
CLZSMODVJXUW
LERQALGALLIO
AXANHOSHUUJZ
UASLRGTAEGES
DNAJXYELPBUM
IDMIVWBHLRMK
URCVJIBYYZHS
SEUQBJQCRWJR
PKWTRUGIJSKO

GALLIO
THE PROCONSUL  

OF ACHAIA

MATCH, FIND, AND CIRCLE:  1. G (Archaeology); 2. E (Bible); 3. B (Bethlehem); 4. C (Nazareth); 5. H (Yardena Alexandre); 6. A (Gallio); 7. F (Cyrus); 
 8. D (Emperor Claudius); 9. I (Hormoz Rasam). TRUE OR FALSE: 1-F; 2-T; 3-F; 4-F; 5-F; 6-T; 7-T; 8-T. MULTIPLE CHOICE: 1. C (Archaeologist);  

2. C (To correct errors in the books); 3. A (Proconsul); 4. B (Babylon); 5. B (Isaiah). 

IN ACTS 18:12, THE BIBLE 
TELLS US THAT THERE WAS A MAN NAMED 
GALLIO WHO WAS THE PROCONSUL OF THE 
area of Achaia during the ministry of Paul. A proconsul 
is a government official similar to a governor or mayor. 
This piece of information is important because of a 
letter sent by the Roman Emperor during this time. 
In the city of Delphi, archaeologists found four differ-
ent fragments of a letter sent by Emperor Claudius. 
When they pieced them together, the Emperor said in 
the letter that it was to “Lucius 
Junius Gallio, my friend, and the 
proconsul of 
Achaia.” Not 
only did Luke 
record the 
name of Gal-
lio accurately, 
but he also 
recorded his 
political office 
exactly as 
the Emperor 
wrote it.

The importance of the Gallio inscription goes even 
deeper than that. This particular find shows how 
archaeology can give us a better understanding of the 
biblical text, especially in giving us dates and times 
that things happened. Because of this letter, it is pos-
sible to date the time that Gallio was a proconsul to 
about A.D. 51. That would mean that Paul arrived in the 
city of Corinth in about the year A.D. 49-50. By being 
able to date this part of Paul’s work, we can get a good 
understanding of when Paul visited other churches 
during his missionary journeys. Once again, not only 
does archaeology help show that the Bible is accurate, 
it also helps us to understand more about what was 
going on during Bible times.

Above: A fragment of the Gallio Inscription  
found in the City of Delphi

Top Left: Ruins of the Delphi Amphitheater 
Left: Ruins of the Apollo Temple in Delphi, Greece  
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