


5

 50 Discovery • July 2015 www.DiscoveryMagazine.com

BOTH SCIENTISTS AND NON-
SCIENTISTS USE EXPERIMENTS TO PROVE OR 
DISPROVE THINGS. FOR INSTANCE, SUPPOSE  
you wanted to know why your bicycle tire keeps going flat. 
You might hold it under water to see 
if any air bubbles trickle up, or you 
might put your ear close to it to listen 
for the "pssshhh" sound of an air leak. 
Whatever method you choose, one 
of your five senses is involved—sight, 
sound, touch, taste, or smell. In fact, all 
science experiments depend upon the 
five senses. Without those senses, sci-
ence has no way to find answers.

But some things in this world cannot 
be tested by using the five senses. For instance, things like love 
cannot be touched, seen, smelled, tasted, or heard. Do you love 
someone? Of course you do. Is there any way you can perform 
an experiment on that love by using your five senses? Can you 
weigh love? No. Can you see what color it is? No, again. Can 
you put it in a bucket and feel if it is hot or cold? Certainly not! 
There are some things in this life that cannot be proved or dis-
proved by using the five senses to test them.

The same is true of God. In our day and time we cannot 
prove that He exists by directly seeing, touching, tasting, 
smelling, or hearing Him. But don’t be fooled when people 
say that we cannot prove God exists because we cannot use 
our five senses on Him. Many things (like love and God) can-
not be discovered by experiments, yet we still know for cer-
tain that they exist. Suppose you were walking on the beach 
and saw a trail of human footprints in the sand, but no one 
else was around. Even though you couldn’t see anyone, you 
still would know that someone had been there because you 
could see the tracks. In a similar way, even though we can’t 
see God, we can see His “footprints” in the Universe, and we 
can know for certain that He does exist.

This Discovery is devoted to showing you some of the 
evidence for the existence of God, such as design in the 
Universe, the law of cause and effect, and mankind’s morality. 
We hope that this evidence will help you have the courage to 
stand up for God.

How
do
we

prove
there

is
a

God?
KYLE BUTT
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SUPPOSE YOU ARE WALK-
ING IN THE WOODS AND LOOKED DOWN 
AND SAW AN IPAD®. YOU PICK IT UP AND 
turn it on. It works perfectly. Then you realize it can 
take pictures and even record video. 
Would you ever think that this iPad® 
came about because millions of 
years of accidents had blown dirt, 
leaves, and other materials together 
to make it? Of course not. You 
understand that whenever you see 
design, there must be an intelligent 
designer. iPads don’t accidentally 
form from chemicals and natural 
processes. Only a very smart person 
could design and build such a won-
derful machine. 

When we look into the natural world, we find that 
it is filled with design. For instance, the human brain 
is a super computer that is more advanced than an 
iPad. The human eye is connected to 
the brain by over 600,000 nerves. 
Messages from these nerves can 
travel to the brain at over 300 
miles per hour. The brain can 
then sort through the messages 
and determine which ones are 
important. Not only that, the 
brain can produce about 50 
chemicals that are used to 
regulate functions in the body. 
At the same time, your brain 
keeps your heart pumping, 
lungs breathing, and blood 
flowing without you even 
having to think 
about it. 

Design Demands
A Designer

And the brain is just one excellent example of 
design. There are millions more. What if you saw a 
robotic humming bird flying near your home? The 
robot would have hundreds of little pieces that fit 

together perfectly to allow it to work. 
You might be interested to know 
that scientists have created such a 
machine. But what is more interest-
ing is that when the robot is com-
pared to a real hummingbird, the 
robot is not nearly as well designed. 
The real humming bird can fly faster, 
flap its wings more quickly, and 
move better than its robot double. 
If brilliant scientists designed the 
robot, then a more brilliant designer 
had to design the real thing. That 
designer is God. He is the all-power-

ful Creator Who is the only Being that would be able 
to create all the awesome design we see in this world. 
Complex design demands a designer.

KYLE BUTT
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WE KNOW THE UNIVERSE 
EXISTS AND IS REAL, OTHERWISE WE 
WOULDN’T BE HERE ON EARTH AND YOU 
wouldn’t be reading this article. But how did the 
Universe get here? What caused it?

As far as science knows, natural laws have no 
exceptions. This definitely is true of the law of 
cause and effect, which is the most universal and 
most certain of all laws. Simply put, the law of 
cause and effect states that every material effect 
must have an adequate cause that comes before 
the effect or is simultaneous with it. You know 
that a brand new Mercedes is not the effect of a 
tornado sweeping through a junkyard. Likewise, 
your little brother didn’t fall to the ground in pain 
because he tripped over a grain of sand. (He may 
have fallen because he stumbled over a chair, but 
not because a small piece of sand was in his way!) 
These are not adequate causes. Likewise, the Uni-
verse is the effect of an adequate cause. 

But what was that cause? Did the Universe and 
everything in it create itself out of nothing, or is it 
a product of a cause? The fact is, material effects 
without adequate causes do not exist. Also, 
causes never occur after the 
effect, and the effect is 
never greater than the 
cause. That is why 

scientists say that every material effect must have an 
adequate cause.

One thing is for sure—the Universe did not create 
itself. Matter cannot create matter. For example, if a 
scientist takes a rock that weighs 1 gram and does 
10,000 experiments on it without adding more 
matter, he never will be able to produce more than 
1 gram of rock. So, whatever caused the Universe 
could not have been material. Some people believe 
the Universe was created from nothing. However, 
if there ever had been a time when absolutely 
nothing existed, then there would be nothing now, 
because it always is true that nothing produces 
nothing. If something exists now, then something 
always has existed!

The Bible tells us what caused the Universe. 
Exodus 20:11 states: “For in six days the Lord made 
the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them.” When preaching to unbelievers in Athens, 
the apostle Paul said that “God…made the world 
and everything in it” (Acts 17:24). God is undoubt-
edly an adequate cause, since He is all-powerful 
(Genesis 17:1) and has existed “from everlasting to 
everlasting” (Psalm 90:2). The first verse in the Bible  
sums it all up for us: the Universe is here because “In 

the beginning, God created….”

CAUSEandEFFECT
ERIC LYONS
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IT DOESN’T TAKE A GENIUS 
TO UNDERSTAND THAT SOME THINGS 
ARE UNIVERSALLY RIGHT, SOME THINGS 
are universally wrong, and some things are neither. 
We all know that it is not generally wrong in the 
United States to wear shoes in someone’s house. 
In some countries, however, people might be very 
offended if you don’t take off your shoes upon 
entering their home. In America, it is commonly 
accepted that belching at the dinner table is rude, 
but in a few countries it is polite to burp after finish-
ing a meal. These are examples of traditions that are 
not universally accepted.

At times, people do not agree on the exact way to 
decide whether something is right or wrong. But it 
is undeniable that some things are right and other 
things are wrong, regardless of the country or state 
in which you live. For example, the average human 
understands that it is wrong to murder another 
human. If a man walked into your house and killed 
your whole family just because he “felt like it,” he 
would be punished severely because what  
he did was wrong. But why? Who said it was 
“wrong”? And why is it that humans feel obligated 
to help a two-year-old child that has been hit by a 
car? Who says this is the “right” thing to do?

The atheist has only one way of explaining why 
certain things are wrong and other things are 
right—“this ability (somehow) originated within 
man.” However, since atheists view man as having 
evolved from animals during a long process of 
evolution, this becomes a problem. A lion does not 
feel any guilt after killing a gazelle for its dinner, 
and a dog does not feel any shame after stealing a 
bone from another dog. Yet man, who supposedly 
evolved just like the lion and the dog, feels both 
guilt and shame when he commits certain acts that 
violate accepted standards of right and wrong. 

How could this be if man is nothing more than a 
“naked ape”? The simple fact that we are writing 
about morals proves that morality—which is found 
only in humans—must have been given to humans 
by God.

The reason why people throughout the world 
believe that murder and stealing (among other 
things) are wrong is because God created mankind 
with a sense of morality (which helps us know what 
is right and wrong). He also gave humans rules to 
follow from the very beginning of time (read Genesis 
4 and 9:6). We must carefully study these rules, which 
are found in the Bible, so that we can know what is 
right and what is wrong.

Unlike humans, lions do not have morals. They feel  
no guilt after killing and eating a wild gazelle.

ERIC LYONS
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HOLD ON JUST A MINUTE! 
IF WE ARGUE THAT EVERY MATERIAL EFFECT 
MUST HAVE A CAUSE, AND WE SAY THAT ONLY 
God could have caused the Universe, then doesn’t the law 
of cause and effect apply to God, too? Or, to put it another 
way—what caused God?

DOES GOD have A CAUSE?

There is a single word in the law of cause and effect that helps provide the answer to this 
question—the word material. Every material effect must have an adequate cause that 
comes before it. Scientists have recognized the law of cause and effect based upon what 
they have observed while studying this Universe, which is made out of matter. No science 
experiment in the world can be performed on God, because He is an eternal spirit, not 
matter (John 4:24). Science is far from learning everything about this material world, and it 
is even farther from understanding the eternal nature of God. There had to be a first Cause, 
and God was (and is) the only One suitable for the job.

Crossword
ChallengeActIvIty 

PageS

Down
1.    We cannot perform these on God.
2.    He built all things (Hebrews 3:4).
4.   Morals are found only in __________.
5.    Every __________ effect must have an 

adequate cause.
7.    An effect demands this.
8.    This person doesn’t believe in God  

and doesn’t want others to either.
10.  According to John 4:24, God is this.

Across
3.  Design demands this.
6.  This means that God is all-powerful.
9.  Says it is impossible to know if God exists.

KYLE BUTT
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•  God is omniscient (om-NISH-ent), 
or all knowing (1 John 3:20).

•  God is omnipotent  
(om-nIP-uh-tent), or all  
powerful (Genesis 17:1).

•  God is omnipresent (om-nee-PReZ-ent), or all pres-
ent, meaning that He is everywhere at the same 
time (Psalm 139:7-10).

•  God is omnibenevolent (om-nee-be-neV-uh-lent), 
or all loving (1 John 4:8,16).

•  God is just and righteous (Psalm 99:4).

•  God is merciful (Exodus 34:6).

PEOPLE ARE KNOWN 
FOR DOING DIFFERENT THINGS. THERE 
MAY BE A BOY IN YOUR CLASS WHO IS 
known for being the fastest runner, or there might 
be one girl in your class who is known for making 
the best grades. Each person has some traits that 
separate him or her from all other people. God is 
like that, too. He has many special qualities that 
separate Him from every other being in the Uni-
verse. Here is a challenging list of just a few of those 
traits. Learning the traits of God can help us build a 
closer relationship with Him. (Note that the prefix 
“omni” means “all.”)

. . . .Digger DougGod's special Qualities
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MatchIngMatch the followIng desIgns and desIgners.

DesIgn 
 1. _____ Blueprint of a skyscraper 
 2. _____ Painting 
 3. _____ A piece of furniture
 4. _____ Video Game
 5. _____ Poem
 6. _____ Sermon
 7. _____ The Universe
 8. _____ Lesson plan 

DesIgner 

 A. Programmer
 B. Preacher
 C. School teacher
 D. God
 E. Architect
 F. Painter
 G. Poet
 H. Carpenter

Match the followIng causes and effects. 

Effect

  1. _____ The car quit running.  
  2. _____ A teacher gave me detention. 
  3. _____ Your brother skinned his knee. 
  4. _____ The Universe 
  5. _____ My dog was taken to the veterinarian.
  6. _____ The television quit working. 
  7. _____ The tire went flat. 
  8. _____ I began to sweat. 

Cause

 A. A piece of glass punctured it.
 B. It was 100° outside.
 C. God
 D. It was struck by lightning.
 E. He fell down on the concrete.
 F. He ate rat poison.
 G. It ran out of gas.
 H. I misbehaved in class.
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HAVE YOU EVER MET SOME- 
ONE WHO DOESN’T BELIEVE IN GOD? IF YOU 
HAVEN’T, ONE DAY YOU PROBABLY WILL.  
And if you have, then you already know that there 
really are people who don’t believe in God. That’s hard 
to understand, isn’t it? There is so much evidence for 
God’s existence—like design in nature (which demands 
a Designer), Jesus’ resurrection, or biblical prophecy—
that we sometimes wonder how anyone could not 
believe in God. Who are these people? And why don’t 
they believe in God?

An atheist firmly believes that God does not exist. 
An agnostic says it is impossible to know whether God 
exists. A skeptic doubts that God exists. An infidel 
doesn’t believe in God, and doesn’t want anyone else to 
believe in God either.

But why do some people not believe in God? First, 
a person may have grown up with parents who didn’t 
believe in God. They never went to Sunday school or 
worship, never read the Bible, and never taught their 
children to do these things. Therefore, the child—like the 
parents—doesn’t believe in God.

Second, a person may have gone to college and was 
taught that evolution is true and that God isn’t needed 
since “nature” can account for everything. When this hap-
pens, belief in evolution takes the place of belief in God.

Third, some people are too stubborn or have too 
much pride. They don’t want to obey God, but instead 

WHY DO SOME PEOPLE NOT BELIEVE IN GOD?

Richard Dawkins is a very famous atheist.  
(Photo: www.wikipedia.org (ChrisO) 2015 

License CC-by-sa-2.0)

want to “do their own thing.” If they believe in God, they 
can’t do whatever they choose anymore. So, they sim-
ply decide not to believe in God.

Fourth, some people want to live a sinful life. They want 
to be able to lust, cheat, steal, lie, and commit sexual 
sins without God telling them they shouldn’t. Therefore, 
they choose not to believe in God so they can do certain 
things without feeling guilty.

Fifth, some people overreact to evil, pain, and suffering 
in the world. They think that if God existed, He wouldn’t 
permit such things to occur. In their minds, since bad 
things do happen, God must not exist.

There are other reasons why people don’t believe in 
God. But if you study this issue of Discovery carefully, you 
will see why none of 
these excuses is a good 
reason not to believe in 
God. We never should 
get “too smart” for our 
own good so that we 
think we can live our 
lives how we want. God 
does exist, and one day 
even those who have 
refused to believe in 
Him will have to admit 
that they were wrong 
(read Romans 14:11).

CROSSWORD CHALLENGE: Down: 1. experiments; 2. God; 4. humans; 5. material; 7. cause; 8. infidel; 10. spirit. Across: 3. designer; 6. omnipotent; 9. agnostic. 
MATCHING: Designs and Designers: 1-E; 2-F; 3-H; 4-A; 5-G; 6-B; 7-D; 8-C. Causes and Effects: 1-G; 2-H; 3-E; 4-C; 5-F; 6-D; 7-A; 8-B.

© COPYRIGHT, APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC., 2014, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED


