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After Adam and Eve sinned in the 
Garden of Eden, God set in motion 

His plan for a Savior. He planned for the Savior to be 
not only the Son of God, but also the Son of Man. God 
planned for the Savior to be a descendant of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob (also known as Israel). Because the 
Savior was to come through the Israelites, God wanted 
them to be a special people who were set apart, and 
who were different from all the other people of the 
world.

To help the Israelites be a special people, and to 
prepare them for the coming Savior, God gave them 
unique laws and guidelines. Taken together, these laws 
were called the Law of Moses. For several hundred years 
after giving the Law of Moses to the Israelites, God con-
tinued to reveal messages to them through His spokes-
men, the prophets. Our Old Testament is a combination 
of the history of the Israelites (as well as pre-Israelite 
history), the Law of Moses, and God’s messages through 
His prophets. Throughout the entire Old Testament, 
God’s main message was: “A Savior is coming.”

Sadly, the Israelites often were very stubborn. Many 
times, they decided not to follow God’s rules, or listen to 
His prophets, and so they were not ready for the Savior 
when He did come.

God did not plan for us to follow the laws of the Old 
Testament after Jesus died. But, the Old Testament still 
is important and valuable to us. In the New Testament 
book of Romans, Paul wrote that the Old Testament was 
“written for our learning” (Romans 15:4). And, in one of 
his letters to the Christians at Corinth, Paul wrote that 
the events recorded in the Law of Moses were writ-
ten “for our instruction” or “admonition” (1 Corinthians 
10:11). Although we are not bound by the Old Law, we 
can learn many things from the examples recorded in 
the Old Testament. 

The fact is, learning from the Old Testament can help 
us better understand the New Testament and its mes-
sage that “the Savior is coming again.”

You can find a picture of them in many Sun-
day school classrooms—the Ten Command-

ments. We are probably all familiar with most, 
if not all of these commands, such as: “You shall 
not murder.” In Exodus 34:28, we read where 
Moses was with God for forty days and nights, 
“and He wrote on the tablets the words of the 
covenant, the Ten Commandments.”  These 
commandments would be the Jewish law for 
many generations to come. But remember, God 
gave this law only to the Israelites. The Gentiles 
(people who were not Jews) were not under this 
special covenant with God. It was as if there was 
a wall separating the Jews and Gentiles, and the 
laws they were each to obey.

So what has changed since that time? What 
law are we under today? Are we still supposed 
to follow the Ten Commandments? Fortunately, 
the Bible tells us. In Colossians 2:14, we read how 
Christ “wiped out the handwriting of require-
ments that was against us, which was contrary 
to us. And He has taken it out of the way, hav-
ing nailed it to the cross.” Ephesians 2:14-15 
goes on to say: “For He Himself is our peace, 
who has made both one, and has broken down 
the middle wall of separation, having abolished 
in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of com-
mandments contained in ordinances.” Who is 
this person that has “wiped out” the old com-
mandments, nailing them to the cross? Who has 
broken down the wall of separation that used 
to exist between the Jews and Gentiles? Whose 
law do we follow today? The answer: Jesus Christ 
and His New Law!

When Jesus died on the cross, His last will and 
testament went into effect. So today, everyone 
is under the New Law! Jesus nailed the Old Law 
(including the Ten Commandments) to the cross. 

Now we have a law that is for both Jews and 
Gentiles. The New Testament provides us with 
a better covenant. But does this mean we can 
go out and steal or kill, since we aren’t under 
the Ten Commandments? Absolutely not! Jesus 
included most of those commandments in His 
New Law. We obey many of the same rules that 
the Jews did before Christ was crucified. But 
some of those laws, like observing the Sabbath 
and keeping it holy, we no longer are required to 
keep. Aren’t you thankful for the new and better 
covenant we have today?



10 Commandments
Matching

A NEW KIND OF PRIESTNEW EST
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The noble ram was without flaw, and was the absolute finest of the flock. It had been hand-raised by 
the shepherd to be the best. The shepherd led the ram into town, through the gates, and down the 

street to the tabernacle of meeting. The shepherd gently placed his hands upon the sheep’s head, and 
with his own blade killed the magnificent animal. A tear welled up in the shepherd’s eye as the priest 
began his ceremonial duties. The blood was sprinkled all around the altar. The animal was cut and placed 
on the altar, where it was burned.

In the Old Testament, God required the people to make sacrifices to Him. Because sin separates us from 
God (Isaiah 59:2), these sacrifices were used to keep people in a right relationship with Him. But these offer-
ings were only a temporary solution for the world’s struggle with sin. “For it is not possible that the blood 
of bulls and goats could take away sins” (Hebrews 10:4). So, how do Christians today deal with sin?

Two thousand years ago, Jesus Christ was led out of the city and down the street 
to a place called Calvary. He was beaten, whipped, and nailed to a cross. His 
blood was shed, and He died on that cross for you and me. “Christ was offered 
once to bear the sins of many” (Hebrews 9:28). He was the ultimate sacrifice. 
No other sacrifice will ever have to be made on man’s behalf. The question is: 
Will you recognize Jesus as your sacrifice by obeying His Word?

Can you imagine taking a lamb to worship with you on Sunday morning 
and giving it to the preacher, to offer it on an altar outside the front 

door of the church building? That would be very strange; in fact, it would 
almost be scary to us. But in the Old Testament, that was the way things 
were done. The priests were the only ones allowed to offer sacrifices to 
God in the Temple or the Tabernacle. In fact, it was a very special thing 
to be a priest under the Old Law. Only men from the tribe of Levi could 
serve as priests (Hebrews 7:5). One evil king named Jeroboam decided he 
wanted to allow anyone to be a priest. The Bible says that he “made priests 
from every class of people, who were not of the sons of Levi.” Because of 
this sin, and many others that Jeroboam committed, God punished him 
severely. In the Old Testament, only the sons of Levi could go before God 
and offer sacrifices.

But the New Testament tells us that things are different today. The book of 
Hebrews explains that Jesus came and changed the priesthood (read Hebrews 
7:11-12). Now, everyone who believes and obeys Christ is a priest of God (1 
Peter 2:5,9). People from every tribe or nation can be priests, regardless of their 
skin color or nationality (Galatians 3:28). God also changed the sacri-
fices that His new priests offer. The followers of Christ do not offer up 
bulls and goats on a stone altar, because the sacrifice of Jesus on the 
cross has the power to cleanse all sins (1 Peter 2:24). So, what do the 
new priests offer to God? The book of Hebrews tells us: “Let us con-
tinually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, 
giving thanks to His name. But do not forget to do good and to share, 
for with such sacrifices God is well pleased” (13:15). 

ONCE AND FOR ALLONCE

The Ten Commandments were 
special laws of God given to the 

Israelites. These laws, as well as all 
the others in the Old Testament, 
lasted only until Jesus died. Then 
the New Testament became the law 
for all people. Below are some of the 
New Testament passages that tell 
us God still wants us to follow the 
principles found in most of the Ten 
Commandments. Match the com-

mandments on the left with 
New Testament passages 

on the right. 

coMMandMents
1. _____  You shall have no other 

gods before me.

2. _____  You shall not make for 
yourself an idol.

3. _____  You shall not take the 
name of the Lord your 
God in vain.

4. _____  Honor your father and  
mother.

5. _____ You shall not murder.

6. _____  You shall not commit  
adultery.

7. _____ You shall not steal.

8. _____  You shall not bear false  
witness.

9. _____ You shall not covet.

new testaMent PrinciPles
 A.  “Laying aside falsehood, speak the truth, each one of you, with his neighbor" 

(Ephesians 4:25).

 B.  “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? 
Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators…nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 
sodomites…will inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-10).

 C.  “Put to death your members which are on the earth…evil desire, and  
covetousness” (Colossians 3:5).

 D.  “Concerning the eating of things offered to idols, we know that an idol is noth-
ing in the world, and that there is no other God but one” (1 Corinthians 8:4).

 E.  “Little children, guard yourselves from idols” (1 John 5:21).

 F.  “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right” (Ephesians 6:1).

 G.  “Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as 
is good for edification" (Ephesians 4:29).

 H.  “Let him who steals steal no longer; but rather let him labor” (Ephesians 4:28).

 I.  “The law is not made for a righteous person, but for the lawless and insubordi-
nate, for the ungodly and for sinners…for murderers of fathers and murderers 
of mothers, for manslayers…and if there is any other thing that is contrary to 
sound doctrine, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God which was 
committed to my trust” (1 Timothy 1:9-11).

Ten Commandments inscribed on stone tablets 
in the Paleo-Hebrew script



.

N G X D V W A I G T J
N X K S K D O S T L P
I X S I W T W R E I D
S S A T U R D A Y R T
X I O Q F P R E O T M
E Y N W S N R L D P Z
M O H G I U Y I J A C
A U B N I J S T E A I
G A G O P N C E A S Q
J X V M F H G S J F T
Q H P D W F I G M Z K

MatchIng Cryptogram 
(KRIP-toe-gram)
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ActIvIty 

PageS

1.   When ________ died on the cross, His 
last will and testament went into effect. 

2.   The New Testament says that the 
Old Testament was “written for our 
________” (Romans 15:4).

3.  Jesus was a descendant of Abraham, 
_________, and Jacob.

4.  God gave the Ten Commandments to the 
____________. 

5.   The New Testament teaches that every-
one who believes and obeys Christ is a 
_________ of God (1 Peter 2:5,9).

6.   In the early church, Christian worship 
on Sunday involved ________, pray-
ing, teaching, giving, and partaking of the 
Lord's Supper. 

7.   Those who were under the Law of Moses 
could do no work on ___________.

8.  _______ separates man from God  
(Isaiah 59:2). 

Solve, FInd, 
and CIrcle

Dear Digger Doug, 
Why is the book of Esther in the Bible, since it doesn’t mention 
God even once? 
—Samantha Hajicek, Valley Park, MO
Dear Samantha,

God works in many different ways. In the book of Exodus, God worked through Moses to part the Red 
Sea and turn a rod into a snake. During the times of the New Testament, God gave Jesus power to heal 
sickness, raise the dead, and cure blindness.
But miracles were only one way in which God worked; He also works through providence. Providence 
means that God uses natural laws to accomplish His purposes. For instance, in Acts 14:17 the apostle 
Paul told his listeners that God gave them “rain from heaven and fruitful seasons” filling their hearts 
“with food and gladness.” How had God given them food and fruit? Did He miraculously drop apples out 
of the sky or turn stones to bread? No, God used the natural forces of the world to accomplish His 
purpose. God is always at work “behind the scenes” to make sure that good defeats evil in the end. 
When we read the book of Esther, we never read God’s name. But many of the things that happened in 
the book could not be “just luck.” Take, for instance, the time that King Ahasuerus could not sleep, and 
his servant “just happened” to read the records of the time that Mordecai saved the king’s life (Es-
ther 6:1-3). In fact, the entire book of Esther shows that God’s guiding hand was behind the scenes to 
save the Jewish nation. Esther’s guardian, Mordecai, once said to her: “Who knows whether you have 
come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14). His statement showed that he was seeing 
God’s possible plan for Esther.
In your life, you will not be given the power to raise the dead or turn sticks into snakes. But you can 
know that, even though God does not part the skies and talk directly to you, He is with you every step 

of the way. The book of Esther reminds us that we do not need to see God (or even read His name) 
to know that He is “not far from each one of us” (Acts 17:27).

1.  Another name for 
Jacob

2.   In the New Testament, Christians 
assembled to worship God on this day

3.  The Law given to the Israelites
4.  The testament under which God required 

animal sacrifices
5.  Means that God uses natural laws to 

accomplish His purposes
6.  Only men from this tribe served as priests
7.  God’s main message in the Old Testament
8.  One of the main messages of the New 

Testament

A. Law of Moses
B. “The Savior is coming again”
C. Sunday
D. “A Savior is coming”

E. Israel
F. Old Testament
G. Levi
H. Providence
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ANSWERS

10 COMMANDMENTS MATCHING: 1. D; 2. E; 3. G; 4. F; 5. I; 6. B; 7. H; 8. A; 9. C. MATCHING: 1. E (Israel); 2. C (Sunday); 3. A (Law of Moses); 4. F (Old Testament); 
5. H (Providence); 6. G (Levi); 7. D (“A Savior is coming”); 8. B (“The Savior is coming again”). CrypTOGrAM: It is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could 

take away sins. SOLVE, FIND, AND CIrCLE: 1. Jesus; 2. learning; 3. Isaac; 4. Israelites; 5. priest; 6. singing; 7. Saturday; 8. Sin. 

 8 Discovery	 •	 January	2012 www.DiscoveryMagazine.com
© COPYRIGHT, APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC., 2011, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

One of the most noticeable differences between the Old Testament and the New Testament 
revolves around the Sabbath day. The Sabbath, which is Saturday on our calendars, was the 

day when God rested from creating the heavens, the Earth, and all that is in them. He blessed it 
and marked it as a holy day (Genesis 2:2-3). In the Ten Commandments, God said: “Remember 
the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord your God. In it you shall do no work…” (Exodus 20:8-10a). 
Those who were under the Law of Moses could do no work on Saturday. They could not 
even cook their food on the Sabbath (Exodus 16:23).

Some people think that since God commanded the Israelites to keep the Sabbath day 
holy in Exodus 20, we should worship on Saturday instead of Sunday. Others say that since 
we worship God on Sunday, it is a holy day and under the same commandment of rest. Is 
either of these ideas correct?

As Christians, we are no longer under the commandments of the Old Testament, and 
we do not have to obey the commandment to rest or worship on Saturday. We have 
examples of Christians meeting together to worship on Sundays (read Acts 20:7-12; 1 
Corinthians 16:1-2), but nowhere in the New Testament are Christians commanded 
to worship on Saturday. Saturday is no longer a holy day. At the same time, 
even though Sunday is a special day for Christians, we are not commanded 
to observe this as a day of rest. Sunday is not the “Christian Sabbath,” because 
there is no “Christian Sabbath.” Even though it may be a worthy tradition to rest 
on Sunday, Christians are not commanded to “do no work” on this day. 

So what is Sunday for? The Lord established Sunday as the day Christians 
meet together and worship Him. We are shown that singing, praying, teaching, 
and giving are all part of our Sunday worship. The fifth part (or act) of worship 
involves remembering Jesus’ death on the cross by eating the Lord’s Supper 
(Acts 20:7). These are the only commands for Christians on Sunday. God freed 
us from a commanded Sabbath rest, but promised those of us who are 
Christians an eternal rest with Him in heaven (read Hebrews 4:1-11).

Saturday or Sunday?


