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AMERICA, CHRISTIANITY, AND THE CULTURE WAR (PART 11)

[Editors’ Note: Part I of this three-part series

appeared in the Juneissue. PartII follows be-
low, and continues, without introductory
comments, where the firstarticleended.]

POLITICAL DOCUMENTS: SPEECHES
AND QUOTES BY FOUNDERS

sone peruses the plethoraof speech-

es,writings,and private correspon-

denceleftbehind by the Founders,
oneisliterally overwhelmed by their in-
cessantallusion to thecriticalimportance
of God and Christianity to national life.
Oneofthegreat Founders of Americawas
Patrick Henry. On March 23, 1775, overa

year before the Declaration of Independence,
heattended the Second Virginia Conven-
tion (which, by theway, metinachurch
buildingin Richmond) to discuss the
tyranny of the Crown. The 39-year-old
delegate from Hanover Countytook a
seaton thethird pew, patiently listening
to the pleas of the Tories to refrain from
antagonizing the King of England by fur-
ther talk of independence. When hisop-
portunity to speak finally came, he rose
and delivered the following spectacular
speech—aspeech thatcannotbeused in
the publicschool system of America to-

Dave Miller, Ph.D.

daybecauseofits frequent, now deemed
politically incorrect, allusion to God and

theBible. Consider a few excerpts:
Thisis no time for ceremony.... For my
own part,Iconsideritasnothinglessthan
aquestion of freedom orslavery;and in
proportion to the magnitude of the sub-
jectought tobe the freedom of the debate.
Itis onlyin thisway that we can hope to
arriveat truth, and fulfill the great re-
sponsibilitywhich we hold to God
and our country. Should I keep back my
opinionsatsuchatime, through fear of
giving offense, Ishould consider myself
as guilty of treason towards my country,
and ofanactof disloyalty toward the Maj-
estyof Heaven,which Irevereaboveall
earthlykings....Thereisnolongerany
room for hope. If we wish to be free—if
we mean to preserve inviolate those in-
estimable privileges for which we have
been so long contending—ifwe mean
notbasely to abandon the noble strug-
gle inwhichwehavebeen solongengaged,
and whichwehave pledged ourselves never
toabandon until the glorious object of
our contest shall be obtained—we must
fight! Trepeat t, sir, we must fight! An ap-
peal toarmsand to the God of hosts [Old
Testament term for God in His military
might—DM]isall thatisleftus!...Sir, we
arenotweak if we make a proper use of
those means which the God of nature
hath placed in our power. The millions
of people,armed in the holy cause of lib-
erty,and insuchacountryasthatwhich
we possess, are invincible by any force
which our enemy can send against us.
Besides, sir,weshall notfight our battles
alone. ThereisajustGod who presides
over the destinies of nations, and who
will raise up friends to fight our battles
forus[2 Chronicles 32:8—DM].... What
isit that gentlemen wish? What would
they have?Islifesodear, or peaceso sweet,
astobe purchased at the price of chains
and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God!I
know not what course others may take;

butas for me, give me liberty or give me

death!(1775,emp. added).
Patrick Henry’s frequentappeals to God
were typical of the Founders. Theyassigned
atheological rationale for the Revolu-
tionary War. They viewed the effort to
achieveindependentnational existence
assanctioned by and dependent on the
God of the Bible. Such facts havebeen all
butexpunged from American history
courses.

Afterindependencewasachieved, the
Founders met for the purpose of hammer-
ingoutthe political principles thatwould
guidethenewnation.OnJune28, 1787 in
the Constitutional Convention in Phila-
delphia, oneoftheleastreligious of the
Founders, Benjamin Franklin, now in
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his 80s, rose to his feet and made the fol-
lowing majestic remarks [NOTE: Lest the
reader miss the fact that Franklin’s speech
isthoroughly saturated with allusions to

God and the Bible, such references are
noted inbold and directbiblical citations
areindicated in brackets]:

In this situation of this Assembly, grop-
ingasitwerein thedark to find political
truth, and scarce able to distinguish it
when presented to us, how has it hap-
pened, Sir, thatwehave nothithertoonce
thoughtofhumbly applying to the Fa-
ther oflights[James 1:17], toilluminate
ourunderstanding? In thebeginning of
the contest with Britain, when we were
sensible of danger, we had daily prayer
in thisroom for divine protection. Our
prayers, Sir, were heard and they were gra-
ciouslyanswered. And have we now for-
gotten that powerful friend? Or,dowe
imagine we no longer need his assis-
tance? I havelived, Sir,along time, and
thelonger I live, the more convincing
proofs[Acts 1:3]Isee of this truth—that
God governsin theaffairsof men [Dan-
iel4:17]. And if a sparrow cannot fall

to the ground without his notice [Mat-

thew 10:29],1sit probable thatan empire

canrisewithout his aid? We have been
assured, Sir,in the Sacred Writings, that
“excepttheLord build the House, they

laborinvain thatbuildit” [Psalm 127:1].

Ifirmly believe this; and I also believe

thatwithouthisconcurringaid weshall

succeed in this political building no bet-

ter than the Builders of Babel [ Genesis

11]: We shall be divided by our partial lo-

cal interests; our projectswill be confound-

ed, and we ourselves shall become a re-

proach and bye word down to future

ages [Psalm 44:13-14; Jeremiah 24:9].1

therefore beg leave to move—that hence-

forth prayersimploring the assistance

of Heaven, and its blessing on our de-

liberations, be held in this Assembly ev-

ery morning before we proceed to busi-
ness, and that one or more of the clergy

of this city be requested to officiate in

thatservice (1787, emp. and bracketed

material added).

These two speeches by Patrick Henry
and Benjamin Franklin would now be
deemed politically incorrect and inap-
propriate for publicschools (unless sig-
nificantly “abridged”). Evenifthey were
admitted to the history classroom, how
many American history teachers today
would even recognize the multiple quota-
tions from the Bible?

Thesixth Presidentof the United States,
John Quincy Adams, reflecting on the
originofthe nation, stated succinctly the
rolethat God played in America’s found-
ing:

From the day of the Declaration, the

people of the North American Union

and of its constituent states were associ-
ated bodies of civilized men and Chris-
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tians.... They were bound by the laws of

God,which theyall,and by thelaws of

the Gospel, which they nearly all, ac-

knowledged as the rules of their conduct

(1821, p.28,emp. added).

The Declaration of Independence cast

offall the shackles of this [British] depen-

dency. The United States of Americawere

no longer Colonies. They werean inde-

pendent nation of Christians (1837, p.

18, emp. added).
Observe carefully that President Adams
claimed thatall of the Founders believed
in the God of the Bible, and that nearly
all of them also believed in Christianity.
SinceJohn Quincy Adam’s father was a
prominent Founder as well as the second
President of the United States, surely he
was in a much better position to assess
America’s founding principles and the
intentions of the Founders than anyone
today. Yet, the public school system of
Americasince the 1960s has been perpe-
trating on unsuspecting children the out-
rageous falsehood that the Founders did
notexpress allegiance to the Christian
religion, but were deists at mostand more
generallyirreligious. Who is more quali-
fied tomakesuch an assessment: anti-Amer-
ican,anti-Christian, biased, revisionist
historians/educators from the last 50
years—or John Quincy Adams?

Noah Webster, known for his tireless
effortsto standardize American English,
had much to say about the spiritual un-
derpinningsof America’sgovernment:

Inmy view, the Christian religion is

the mostimportantand oneofthe first

thingsinwhichall children,undera free

government, ought to be instructed....

No truth is more evident to my mind

than that the Christian religion must
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be the basis of any government intend-
ed tosecure therightsand privileges ofa
free people (1843, p. 291, emp. added).
The Christian religion, in its purity, is
thebasis, or rather the source of all gen-
uine freedom in government....and [
am persuaded thatnocivil government
ofarepublican form can existand be
durable in which the principles of that
religion have nota controlling influence
(Snyder, 1990, p. 253, emp. added).

Again, Webster’s remarks arevery typ-
ical of theFoundersin theiradamantand
repetitious insistence that ourform of gov-
ernment can neither besustained nor per-
petuated without thewidespread diffusion
of Christian principles throughoutsoci-

ety.

Inaspeech to theFirst Provincial Con-
gress of New Jersey on November 4, 1782,
Elias Boudinot,who becamePresident of
the Continental Congress,admonished
his fellows:

Letusenter on thisimportantbusiness

under the idea that we are Christians

onwhom theeyes of the world are now
turned.... Let us earnestly call and be-
seech him for Christ’s sake to preside

in our councils (1896, 1:19,emp. added).
Question: In making such a statement,
did President Boudinot say anything that
would have been instantly decried as a

“violation of church and state” oran in-
sensitive attempt to press his religious be-
liefs on others? Quite the opposite. The
fact that history records thisadmonition
1s proof that he was merely expressing the
sentiments of the bulk of his contempo-
raries.

THE JUDICIARY

hecourts of America once openly

avowed the nation’saffiliation with
theonetrue God and theone truereligion.
Forexample,inacasethatcamebeforethe
New York State Supreme Courtin 1811,a
man had been convicted by alower court
for the following offense:

[H]edidon the2nd dayof September, 1810,

at Salem, wickedly, maliciously,and blas-

phemously, utter,and with aloud voice

publish, in the presence and hearing of

diversgood and Christian people, of
and concerning the Christian religion,
and ofand concerningJesus Christ, the
false, scandalous, malicious, wicked and
blasphemouswords...incontemptof the
Christian religion,and the laws of this
State (People v. Ruggles,emp. added).

He was found guilty, sentenced to three
monthsin prison, and fined $500. The
man’s attorney argued that Christianity
was nota part of the laws of the State,and
that the Constitution allowed a free tolera-
tion to all religions and all kinds of wor-
ship. Nevertheless, the State Supreme
Courtupheld the man’s conviction. The
opinion of the courtwas penned by one
of the Fathers of American Jurisprudence,
ChiefJustice James Kent, whose Commen-
tarieson American Law effectively sup-
planted Blackstone’s Commentaries as the
premier expression of American law:

[W]hateverstrikes at the root of Chris-
tianity tends manifestly to the dissolu-
tion of civil government.... The people
of this State, in common with the peo-
pleofthis country, profess the general
doctrines of Christianity, as the rule of
their faith and practice; and to scandal-
ize theauthor of these doctrinesisnot
only, inareligious point of view, extreme-
ly impious, but, even in respect to the ob-
ligations due to society, is a gross viola-
tion of decency and good order....[T]o
revile, with maliciousand blasphemous
contempt, the religion professed by
almost the whole community, is an
abuse of that right. Norarewe bound, by
anyexpressions in the constitution, as
some have strangely supposed, either
notto punishatall, or to punish indis-
criminately thelikeattacks upon the re-
ligion of Mahomet or of the Grand
Lama; and for this plain reason, that the
caseassumes that we are a Christian
people,and the morality of the coun-
tryisdeeplyingrafted upon Christian-
ity,and notupon the doctrines or wor-
ship of thoseimposters (People. Ruggles,
emp.added).

Unbelievable! Not only did this Father
of American Jurisprudence forcefully
acknowledge the universal recognition
that America’s allegiance was to the Chris-

aorss Koot

tian religion, he committed what would

now be considered a grievous, politically
incorrect blunder of seismic proportions:

he condemned Islam (Muhammad) and

Buddhism (the Dalai Lama) as false reli-
gions! Yet he was merely expressing the

viewpoint of 99.9% of his fellow Ameri-
cans.

Inacasethatcamebeforethe Supreme
CourtofPennsylvania, the courtdeclared
America’sunflinchingattachmentto the
general preceptsof the Christian religion:

Thisis the Christianity of thecommon

law, incorporated into the great law of

Pennsylvania,and thus, itisirrefragably

proved, that the laws and institutions

ofthis state are built on the founda-
tion of reverence for Christianity....

On this the constitution of the United

States has madenoalteration, norin the

greatbody of the laws which was an in-

corporation of the common law doc-
trine of Christianity, as suited to the con-
dition of the colony, and withoutwhich

no freegovernment can longexist....

No free government now exists in the
world, unlesswhere Christianityisac-
knowledged, and is the religion of the
country.... Christianity is part of the
common law of this state. It is not pro-
claimed by the commandingvoice of
any human superior, but expressed in
the calmand mild accents of customary
law. Its foundations are broad, and
strong, and deep: they are laid in the
authority, the interest, the affections of
thepeople.... [I]tis the purest system of
morality, the firmest auxiliary, and
onlystablesupportofall human laws
(Updegraph..., 1824, emp. added).
Inacasethatwentbeforethe Supreme
CourtofMaryland in 1799, thejustices
delivered aunanimous opinion, includ-
ingthe following then-typical affirma-
tions:

Religionis of general and public con-
cern,and onitssupportdepend,in great
measure, the peaceand good order of gov-
ernment, the safetyand happiness of the
people. Byour form of government, the
Christian religion is the established
religion; andallsectsand denominations
of Christiansare placed upon the same
equal footing, and are equally entitled
to protection in their religious liberty.
The principles of the Christian religion
cannot bediffused,and its doctrines gen-
erally propagated, without places of pub-
licworship, and teachers and ministers,
to explain the scriptures to the people,
and to enforce an observance of the pre-
cepts of religion by their preaching and
living. And the pastors, teachersand min-
isters, of every denomination of Chris-
tians, are equally entitled to the protec-
tion of thelaw, and to the enjoyment of
their religiousand temporal rights (Run-
kel...,emp.added).
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In 1892, the United States Supreme
Courtissued arulinginwhich the Court
cited instanceafter instance, proof after
proof, thatfrom theverybeginning Amer-
icawas closelyaligned with the God of the
Bible. They brought their review of Amer-
ica’sreligious heritage toa closewith this
grand conclusion: “These,and many oth-
ermatterswhich mightbenoticed,adda
volumeofunofficial declarations to the
mass of organicutterances that thisisa
Christian nation” (Church of the...,emp.
added). The U.S. Supreme Court reaf-
firmed thesamein 1931: “Wearea Chris-
tian people...according to oneanother
theequal right ofreligious freedom, and
acknowledgingwith reverence the duty
of obedience to thewill of God” (United
Stateswv...,emp.added). How many Amer-
icans todayrealize that the U.S. Supreme
Courthasdeclared that Americaisa Chris-
tian nation? Manyadditional instances
ofthejudiciary’ssupportforthenation’s
Christian origins could be cited.

CURRENCY

n November of 1861, Salmon P. Chase,

Secretary of the Treasury under Abra-
ham Lincoln, issued the following direc-
tive to the Director of the Mintin Philadel-
phia:

No nation can bestrong exceptin the

strength of God or safe exceptin His

defense. Thetrustofour peoplein God

should bedeclared on our national coins.
Youwill cause a device to be prepared

without unnecessary delay with a mot-
toexpressing in the fewest and tersest

words possible this national recogni-
tion (“HistoryofIn...,” emp. added).

On April 22, 1864, by Act of Congress,
the motto “In God we Trust” was approved

for placement on American coins, begin-
ning with the 1864 two-cent piece. Con-
gress—a thoroughly political, governmen-

tal body—placed an unmitigated religious

allusion on government-minted coinage!

Apparently, the U.S. Government in 1864

understood neither the Coznstitution nor

the so-called “separation of church and

state.” It took the creation of the ACLU to

correct such “egregious errors” and pro-
vide us with a correct understanding of
our Constitution.

Prior to 1864, manifestations of Amer-
ica’sreligious preference during the 18
centuryappeared on the Constellatio
Nova copper coins. An eye emanating
rays outward toward a surroundingcircle
ofthirteenstarsis historically identified
as the Eye of Providence, symbolizing
divine favor for the new nation (“The
Nova...,” n.d.). Thesame symbolism s

on currency notes from the 1770s (“Con-
tinental Currency: 1779 $40...”). Other
indications of America’s religious heri-
tage manifested on moneyinclude the $60
currency note from January 14, 1779. The
emblem on the frontshowsaglobe of the
Earthwithamotto from Psalm 97 in cap-
ital letters: “DEUSREGNAT EXULTET
TERRA,” 1.e.,, “God reigns, let the Earth
rejoice” (“Continental Currency: 1778...”).
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The 1779 $30 note hasan emblem on the
frontshowingawreath on a tomb, with
the motto: “SIRECTE FACIES”—“Ifyou
actrighteously” (“Continental Currency:
1779 $30...”). Hence, religious references
havebeen on America’s money from the
beginning.

NATIONAL SYMBOLS

everal national symbols provide evi-

denceof America’s premiere attach-
ment to the God of the Bible. Consider
three. The Liberty Bell, castin 1753, served
astheofficial bell of the Pennsylvania State
House. However, on July 8, 1776, it rang

nouncethefirst
publicreading
ofthe Declara-
tion of Indepen-
dence. Since

thatday, ithasserved asa national symbol

oflibertyand is specially housed in Phil-
adelphianearIndependence Hall. Most

Americanslikelydo noteven realize that

thewordsencircling thebell are taken from

Leviticus 25:10—“Proclaim LIBERTY
throughoutall theland,untoall thein-
habitantsthereof” (“The Liberty...”).

TheStatue of Liberty stands on Bed-
loe’sIsland in New York harbor. On the
fourth level at the base of the grand lady
areseven jade green carrara-like glass
plaques, sixof which have excerpts from
worksof great American statesmen (“Stat-
ueofLiberty...”). Inscribed on theseventh
plaqueis Leviticus 25:10—the same Bible
verse thatison the Liberty Bell.

How many Americans areaware that
we havea National Seal? On July 4, 1776,
the Continental Congress assigned Ben-
jamin Franklin,John Adams,and Thom-
asJefferson the task of creatingaseal for
the United States of America. The sealwas
toembody thebeliefsand values that the
Founding Fathers wished to passon to
their descendents. Benjamin Franklin
and Thomas Jefferson (again, two of the
leastreligious of the Founders) proposed
athoroughlybiblical design: Moses cross-
ing the Red Sea, with Pharaoh in hot pur-
suit. Itincluded the motto: “Rebellion to
tyrantsisobedienceto God” (“The Great
Seal...”). These two men were so familiar
with the Bible,and so believed in the God
ofthe Bible, that they were able to draw
the parallel between the relationship of
thelIsraelites to Pharaoh and therelation-
ship of Americanstothe Kingof England.
Observe further thatboth men viewed
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RESOURCES—FEATURE ARTICLE

"] Just Game for the Pizza and Beer

Brad Harrub, Ph.D.

Since the 1970s the term Roe v. Wade has
been equated with the abortion controver-
sy. “Wade” was Henry Wade, the District
Attorney of Dallas County (Texas) who was
fighting to keep abortion illegal in this coun-
try. “Roe” was Jane Roe, the anonymous lead
plaintiff who was allegedly leading the fight for
this “pro-choice” cause. In reality, Jane Roe
was a young lady named Norma McCorvey,
who months earlier had entered her doctor’s
office in an effort to terminate her pregnan-
cy. Her physician put her in touch with foster
attorneys, who then organized a meeting be-
tween Norma and two eager lawyers, Linda
Coffee and Sarah Weddington. These two la-
dies had been waiting for just the right person
to help them file a court case that would liber-
alize abortion laws. With her name signed on
the affidavit, Norma McCorvey went down
in history as “the woman who made abor-
tion legal.”

But what is the truth about her role in this
monumental case, and how did it ever come
into being? A few weeks ago I had the oppor-
tunity to spend several hours with Norma,
and the story she revealed was a shocking one
(2006). I should mention up front that Nor-
ma is now very much pro-life, and is fighting
diligently to have the laws overturned. In fact,
she used her prerogative as a party in the orig-
inal court case to reopen the case and have it
overturned. However, on June 19, 2003, a Tex-
asjudge (David Godbey) ruled that too much
time had passed and that her request was not
made within a “reasonable time.” This was lat-
er followed by the Supreme Court refusal to
grantawrit ofycertiorari on February 22,2005,
effectively eliminating her appeal.

Who was this woman, and what role did
she really play? One of the biggest shockers I
learned was the fact that Norma (aka Jane Roe)
never received an abortion or even entered
acourtroom regarding thisinfamous court
case. She was simply a pawn who signed her
name on a piece of paper in Texas. In convey-
ing how it all began Norma noted:

I found myself pregnant for the third time,
second time out of wedlock. I went to one
doctor, and told him I wanted an abortion.
I didn’t know what it was. I didn’t know
what it meant, but I wanted one. Kinda
like he could just putitinapackageand I'd
be outta there.... I just knew I didn’t want
to have the baby. I took a bunch of drugs.
I threw myself down a flight of stairs. I'd
thrown myself in front of moving traffic. I
mean, I did not want to have this child. I
even went to a place they called an illegal
abortion clinic. I don’t Know if it was an
abortion clinic or not, because I didn’t stay
around that long.

Many people are under the impression that
Jane Roe wasadevout fighter for women—that
she was a radical feminist who expanded the
borders of women’s rights. The truth was she
was simply trying to make a living. She told
me: “I was more involved with the Vietnam
War efforts than I was equal rights or ERA or
anything like that.”

Realizing that her child was going to be born
into this world, she finally talked her physi-
cian into giving her the name of an attorney
that dealt in adoptive/foster cases. This law-
yer listened to Norma and then introduced
her to two people who would change her life
forever. McCorvey lamented:

To makealongstory short, | met with Sarah

Weddington and Linda Coffee, and they—
how do I'say this, they upset me. They said,

“Oh Norma, don’t you realize that women

drive cars? Oh Norma, don’tyou realize that

women get to smoke in public? Oh Norma,
don’t you know that women get to vote?” I

finally told them, “Hey look, I just came for

the pizza and beer, because I was hungry.” 1

metwith them three or four times. I signed

the affidavit that brought Roe v. Wade into

being on March 17, 1970, and I found out

about Roe v. Wade just like everyone else

did. I read it in the newspaper.

Unsure I heard her correctly, I questioned,
“Excuse me, are you telling me you were not
aware that it was going on—that it had been
sent to the Supreme Court?” She replied: “I
was a paint contractor. | worked for HUD prop-
erties, so I was busy making a living. I didn’t
care about women voting. I didn’t care about
them smoking in their cars and driving, or
climbing the glass ceiling.” So I asked Nor-
ma, “Di§ you ever attend courtroom sessions?”
Her response stunned me. She quickly replied,
“No, never.” Norma was the pawn. Having in-
dulged in the free pizza, she signed her name
to an affidavit, and forever changed the course
of American history. The effects the case had
on her life were obvious as we talked. She told
me on more than one occasion that her life re-
volved around the topic of abortion—and that
the early decision to sign that piece of paper
lead to alife of drugan alcohoF abuse. While
many still tout “pro-choice” and “women’s
rights” as the crusading call to keep abortion
legal, the woman who started it all is appeal-
ing to all those who will listen that we must
stop killing “a beating heart.”

REFERENCE

McCorvey, Norma (2006), Personal Interview,
Chattanooga, TN, May 18.
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OUESTION & ANSWER

What is a living fossil?

The definition for the term “living fos-

sil” varies tremendously from source

to source. Basically, a living fossil is
a living animal that matches fossils that are
considered by evolutionists to be extremely
old. In many cases these animals were thought
to have been extinct for millions of years. For
instance, if a Tyrannosaurus Rex were found
alive, it would be called a living fossil. The
coelacanth fish is probably the most famous
of all living fossils.

Living fossils pose a number of problems for
those who believe in evolution. First, they cast
serious suspicion on the way fossils are dated.
If an animal’s fossils are thought to be sixty
million years old, but then a living one shows
up, how could we be sure that the animal has
not left a fossil in the last sixty years? Could
it be the case that the fossils consid-
ered to be sixty million years old
: are much younger than original-

% ly thought? Absolutely.
: Second, living fossils show
the non-falsifiable nature
of evolutionary thinking.
The coelacanth is a great
example. It was used as an
index fossil and thought to

On a daily basis in America, the Christian
religion and the God of the Bible are subject
ed to disdain, contempt, and open hostility
by those who seem determined to eradicate
the Christian worldview. The numberand na-
ture of these outrageous affronts are increas-
ing in magnitude and absurdity. One recent
instance is seen in the removal of “In God
We Trust” from the image of a nickel on the
yearbook of the Liberty Elementary School
in Keller, Texas. The Superintendent said the
decision was made to omit the phrase since it
“might create an issue with peop}l)e of several re-
ligious faiths” (Brown, 2006). In another inci-
dent, the Fredericksburg, Virginia city coun-
cil voted to ban any reference to Jesus Christ
in prayers after being threatened by the ACLU
if the practice continued (Battle, 2006). The
4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals had already
unanimously ruled that by opening its meet-
ings with a prayer that mentions Jesus Christ,
the Great Falls, South Carolina Town Council
was guilty of an unconstitutional government
advancement of one religion, i.e., Christianity

;‘l

IN THE NEWS

be a transitional stage between fish and certain

land animals. When it was discovered, it ob-
viously was not the “missing link” and sever-
al millions of years of alleged history were de-
stroyed by the find. Whatdid the evolutionary
community do? They labeled it a livin fossﬂ

and moved on to another “missing link.

e memestlivin fosel i bedlagsmardimms
found in the Coral Sea by a team of French
scientists. This small, shrimp-like crustacean,
about five incheslong and named Neoglyphea
neocaledonica, was thought to have Eeen ex-
tinct for 60 million years (“Living Fossil’..
2006). So, with the find of a creature that
could be boiled and served at a seafood res-
taurant for lunch, scientists erased 60 million
years of alleged evolutionary history. In real-
ity, this find is the equivalent of discovering
a dinosaur. With more of these living fossils
popping up every decade, one wonders how

ong the incorrect paleontological assump-
tions that fossils are millions ofg years old can
last in the face of such evidence.

Kyle Butt

REFERENCE

“Living Fossil’ Found in Coral Sea” (2006), 7he
Associated Press, [On-line], URL: http://www.
msnbc.msn.com/id/12875772/.

(“4* Circuit...,” 2004). Another ACLU insti-
gated lawsuit resulted ina U.S. District Judge
ruling that the Indiana House of Representa-
tives could not formally open with prayers that
mention Jesus Christ or use Christian terms
such as savior because they amount to state
endorsement of a religion (Wilson, 2006). All
such actions fly flagrantly in the face of over
180 years of contrary legislative and judicial
practice. “Blessed is the nation whose God is
the Lord” (Psalm 33:12).

Dave Miller
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theseparation from England tobein ac-
cordancewith thewillofGod. Asitturned
out, their proposal did not make the cut.

The Great Seal was finalized and ap-
proved sixyears later on June 20, 1782. It
has two sides. Onesideis sometimes re-
ferred to as the spiritual side. It contains
a 13-step,incomplete pyramid with the
year 1776 in Roman numerals at thebase.
Atthetop ofthe pyramidisatriangle (as
iffinishing outthe pyramid) containing
the Eye of Providence. Above the Eye is
the mottoAnnuit Coeptis,whichis Latin

for “He (i.e., God) favors our undertak-
ings” (“Symbols of U.S....”). Both sides
ofthe GreatSeal can be seen on the back
ofaone-dollarbill (“FAQs...”). That means
thateverydollarbillin Americacontains
threeallusions to the God of the Bible:

“In God We Trust,” the Eye of God, and

“He favors ourundertakings.” ACLU attor-
neys mustbepulling their hairout—though
they continue to use the currency.

NATIONAL ARCHITECTURE

Government buildings all over the
country—from Washington, D.C.
to the State capitols—areriddled with reli-
gious references, specifically to the God
oftheBibleand the Christian religion.
Ironically, the United States Supreme
Courtbuilding contains several allusions
tothe Ten Commandments. Directly
above the Bench wherethejusticessitare
two central figures, depicting Majesty of
the Law and Power of Government. Be-
tween them is a tableau of the Ten Com-
mandments (“SupremeCourt...”). Inthree
spots,as partoflargersculptural groups,
Mosesisdepicted with tablets: in the North
Courtroom frieze, on the exterior East
Pediment, and in one of the Great Hall
metopes. Other tablets with the Roman

T

numerals[-Xappearon thesupportframe
ofthe Courtroom’s bronze gates as well
ason thelower, interior panel of one of
theoak doors thatseparate the Court-
room from the central hallway (“Sym-
bolsofLaw”).

Movingto the Library of Congress,
eightlarge statues can be seen above the
giantmarblecolumns thatsurround the
mainreadingroom. They represent eight
categories of knowledge, each considered
symbolicof civilized life and thought.
Abovethe figure of History are words
from Lord Tennyson’s In Memoriam:

“ONE GOD, ONE LAW, ONE ELE-
MENT, AND ONE FAR-OFF DIVINE
EVENT, TO WHICH THE WHOLE
CREATION MOVES” (“On These
Walls...”). Suchwords embody the Chris-
tian worldview and contradict atheism,
Hinduism, Buddhism,and Native Amer-
icanreligion. Above the figure of “Reli-
gion” arethewordsof Micah 6:83—“What
doth the Lord require of thee, but todo
justly,and tolove mercy,and towalk hum-
bly with thy God?” Above the figure of

“Science” arethewordsof Psalm 19:1—“The
heavensdeclarethe glory of God;and the
firmament sheweth Hishandiwork” (“On
TheseWalls...”).

Sixteen bronzestatuessetalong thebal-
ustradeof the galleries, each pair flanking
oneoftheeightgiant marble columns,
represent men renowned for theiraccom-
plishmentsinknowledge. The names of
theindividual figuresareinscribed on
thewall directly behind the statue. Rep-
resenting “Religion” are thestatues of the
apostle Pauland Moses. Among the mu-
ralsin the dome of the Main Reading
Room arethewords: “Thoushaltlove thy
neighboras thyself. (Holy Bible, Leviticus
19:18)” inscribed in Hebrew. In the north
hallisa paintingcalled “Knowledge.” The
inscription reads: “Ignoranceisthecurse
of God, knowledge thewing wherewith we
fly to Heaven”—again, a clear expression
oftheBible’steaching. Alsoin the Library
of Congressis the “Members of Congress
ReadingRoom.” Along the center of the
ceilingare panels that represent civiliza-
tion through the Spectrum of Light. Each
oftheseven panels featuresa central fig-
urethatsymbolizessome phase ofachieve-
ment, human ordivine. The first subject
isthecreation of light with the words of
Genesis 1:3—“Let there be light” (“On
These Walls...”).

IntheWhite Houseis situated the Ad-
ams Prayer Mantel which dates from 1800.
Theinscription constitutesanappeal to
God: “I pray Heaven to bestow the best of
blessings on this houseand all that shall
hereafterinhabitit. Maynonebut honest
and wise men ever rule under this roof”

(“State Dining Room...”). Images of the
Ten Commandmentsareseeninastatue
in frontofthe Ronald Reagan Building

titled “Liberty of Worship,” asculpture
in frontofthe U.S. District Court build-
ing(alongwith a cross),aswell asembed-
dedintheflooroftheNational Archives
(Devorah, 2004).

Movingto the U.S. Capitol complex,
in theHouse Chamber,immediatelyabove
the American flag thatis hungvertically
onthewall behind the Speaker of the
House, engraved in marbleare thewords:

“In God We Trust” (“House of...,” 2005).
Twenty-three marblerelief portraitshang
over thegallerydoors of the House Cham-
ber, depicting historical figures noted for
theirworkin establishing the principles
thatunderlie American law. Eleven pro-
filesin theeastern halfofthechamber face
leftand eleven in the western half face
right, so thatall 22 look towards the full-
facerelief of—Moses (“Relief Portraits...”).

TheHouse Rotundadoorsshowdepic-
tions of Christopher Columbusand his
party carryingacross. Alsoin the Rotun-
daisa360-degree painted panoramicfrieze
58 feetabove the floor with 19 scenes de-
pictingsignificanteventsin American
history, including Hernando DeSoto
and Christopher Columbus, again, car-
rying crosses, the Protestant baptism of
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Pocahontas,and Protestant pilgrimson
board ship headed for America. Thelatter
depicts Protestant pilgrims on the deck
oftheir ship headed for the New World
onJuly22,1620. William Brewster is hold-
ing theBible,and John Robinsonislead-
ing Governor Carver, William Bradford,
Miles Standish,and theirfamiliesin prayer.
Therainbow at the left side of the paint-
ing symbolizes hopeand divine protec-
tion. (“WorksofArt...”). Alsoin the Capi-
tolis the Great Experiment Hall (the cen-
tral east-west corridor) that chroniclesin
16 muralsthreecenturies oflegislative mile-
stones. The murals include George Wash-
ingtonand Abraham Lincoln taking the
oath of office by placing theirhandson
theBible,and a Protestant preacher sym-
bolizing freedom of religion (“Works of
Art...”).

Astained glasswindow of George Wash-
ington praying on one kneeisin the cha-
peloftheU.S.Capitol. Belowhimis “Psalm
16:1” with thewords of the verse inscribed
around him. “This Nation Under God”
appearsabove him. Atthetop of thewin-
dowisthe GreatSeal which, as noted previ-
ously, contains two allusions to God—the
Providential Eyeand annuit coeptis(Devo-
rah,2003).

TheLincoln Memorial houses engrav-
ingsof some of Lincoln’s speeches. They,
too,are punctuated with references to God
and the Bible. For example, consider his
second inaugural address inwhich head-
dresses both sides of the Civil War:

Both read the same Bible, and pray to

thesame God;and each invokes hisaid

against the other. It may seem strange
thatany men should dare to ask a just

God’sassistancein wringing their bread

from the sweat of other men’s faces; but

letus “judgenot, thatwebenotjudged”
[Matthew 7:1-DM]. The prayers of both

could not be answered—that of neither

hasbeen answered fully. The Almighty

has his own purposes. “Woe unto the

world because of offenses! forit must

needs be that offenses come; but woe

to that man by whom the offense co-
meth” [Matthew 18:7—DM].

Ifwe shall suppose that American slav-
eryisoneofthose offenseswhich, in the
providence of God, must needs come,
butwhich, having continued through
hisappointed time, he nowwills to re-
move, and that he gives to both North
and South this terrible war, as the woe
due to thosebywhom the offense came,
shall we discern therein any departure
from thosedivineattributeswhich the
believersinaliving God alwaysascribe
to him? Fondly do we hope—fervently
dowe pray—that this mighty scourge of
war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God
wills thatitcontinue untilall thewealth
piled by the bondsman’s two hundred
and fifty years of unrequited toil shall
be sunk, and until every drop of blood
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drawn by thelash shall be paid by anoth-
er drawn with the sword, aswassaid three
thousand yearsago, sostill it mustbesaid,
“Thejudgmentsofthe Lordaretrueand
righteous altogether” [Psalm 19:9—DM].

With malice toward none; with charity
forall; with firmness in the right, as
God givesustosee theright, letusstrive
onto finish the work we are in; to bind
up the nation’swounds; to care for him
who shall have borne the battle, and for
hiswidow, and his orphan—to do all
which mayachieveand cherishajustand
lasting peaceamong ourselves,and with
allnations(“Lincoln...,” emp. added).

Alsoinscribed within the Lincoln Me-
morial is the Gettysburg Address which
speaks of “thisnation under God.” Most
AmericansassumethatitwasLincolnwho
coined thethen historicallyapropos phrase:

“Ahousedivided againstitselfcannotstand.”

Yet hewas merely quoting the Bible—Mark
3:25.

TheJefferson Memorial contains en-
gravings from some of Jefferson’sworks,
including numerousreferences to the God

oftheBible:

Thave sworn upon thealtar of God eter-
nal hostility against every form of tyr-
anny over themind of man.

Almighty God hath created the mind
free...Allattempts to influence it by tem-
poral punishments or burthens...area
departure from the plan of the Holy Au-
thorof our religion...Iknowbutone
code of morality for men whether act-
ingsingly or collectively.

God whogaveuslifegaveusliberty. Can
theliberties of a nation be secure when
we have removed a conviction that these
liberties are thegiftof God?Indeed I trem-
ble formycountrywhenIreflectthatGod
isjust, thathisjustice cannotsleep for-
ever (“Thomas Jefferson Memorial...,”

emp.added).

Alsolocated in the Jefferson Memorial
are excerpts from the Declaration of Inde-
pendence that include three of the four
references to God found within thatdoc-
ument.
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TheapexoftheWashington Memorial
is topped by a 100 ounce aluminum cap-
stone thathasonitseastfacetwoloneLatin
words: Laus Deo, 1.e., praise be to God

(“The Washington...”; “Laus Deo”). As-
cending theinternal stairway, onecan see
190 memorial stones donated by various
states, cities, churches, and civic organi-
zationsduring the nineteenth century
phase of construction. Thestonesabound
with references to God, the Bible, Chris-
tianity,and Christian morality. For ex-
ample, thestone donated by the state of
Kentucky reads: “Under the Auspices of

Heaven and the Precepts of Washington.”

Thestonedonated by thecity of Baltimore

reads: “May Heaven to This Union Con-
tinue Its Beneficence.” Usingbiblical im-
agery(i.e., “ark,” “covenant,” “dove”),
onecityinMaryland linked thereligion

ofthe Pilgrims with the birthright of
Americainthe memorial stonetheycon-
tributed:

From the City of Frederick, Md. Civiland
Religious Liberty first proclaimed in the
Pilgrim FathersofMaryland asemblemed
in the Ark of the Covenant of Freedom,
and the Dove, the Harbinger of Peaceand
fellowship thatguided them though the
dangerof thedeep, have been secured in
the Birthright of the Nation by theendur-
ing Seal of the Minister of Justice, George
Washington (“Washington Monu-
ment...”).

Inaddition to theapexand these me-
morial stones, many artifacts were depos-
ited in therecess of the cornerstone after
completion, including 71 newspapers that
ranarticlescommemorating Washington,
and ahostof other historical objects—a
veritable treasure trove of history. How-

ever,only oneisreligiousin nature: the
Bible (“Appendix C: Members...”).
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The Da Vinci Code, the Gospel of Judas, The Jesus Papers—on
and onitgoes. There seems to be noend to the sinisterassault
on the person of Christand theauthenticity of the Christian

NEW BOOK ON JESUS

faith. Forces thatseek toundermine popularbeliefin the

onetruereligion are proliferating. America’s historical af-
filiation with Christianity is being systematically purged

from publiclife.

Inresponse, we at Apologetics Press
continue todevote ourselves to the most
sacred causeon Earth,ever keepingin mind
thewords of Peter:

Andwho ishewho will harm you if you be-
come followers of what is good? But even if
you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you

areblessed. ‘And do not be afraid of their

threats, nor be troubled.” But sanctify the

Lord God inyour hearts,and always be ready

togiveadefensetoeveryonewhoasksyoua

reason for the hope thatisin you, with meek-
nessand fear (1 Peter 3:13-15,emp. added).

For 27 years, A.P. has been “set for the de-
fense of the Gospel” (Philippians 1:17).

In thatspirit,weare pleased toannounce
therelease of a remarkable newvolume:
Behold! The Lamb of God. Written in col-
laboration by two of our talented staff
members, EricLyonsand Kyle Butt, this
book explores the historicity, deity, per-
sonality, and uniqueness of Christ. Itad-
dresses the most pressing questions of
our day. Did Jesusactuallylivein history?

Was His arrival predicted centuries in advance? Do the
gospelaccounts,i.e., Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, pro-
videan accurate representation of Hislifeon Earth?

Someskeptics havedenied the historicity of Christ, claim-
ingthatHeneveractuallylived on Earth. Other skeptics have

rejected the deity of Christ, insisting that though He may
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havebeen an actual human being, He
certainlywasnot God in theflesh (7%¢Da
Vinci Code even asserts that He fathered
children by Mary Magdalene). Still oth-
er skeptics have taken issue with the per-
sonality traits of Jesus. But the fact remains
thattheevidenceisavailableand, for the
honestseeker of truth, that evidence is
decisive. The person of Jesus Christis the
mostoutstanding, positive manifestation
ofdeity that our sinful world has ever
known. Thegenuinenessof the Christian
faith isaptlydemonstrated in this master-
ful defense ofits Author. Behold! The Lamb
of God presents awell-documented, com-
pellingcase for the person of Christ.
Whether foryou, orasagifttoa family
member or college student, we are confi-
dentthat the readerwill be brought force-
fully face-to-facewith the Lord of the Uni-
verse.Indeed, thisoutstanding book will
encourageand strengthen faith in Christ.

Brad Harrub
DaveMiller
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