


THE HOLIDAY SEASON  
IS UPON US.  MAYBE YOU HAVE BEEN DREAM-
ING FOR MONTHS ABOUT THE PRESENTS 
that you are going to get this year. You might have 
even gone through several catalogs and circled the 
toys, clothes, or electronic gadgets you are hoping 
for. Chances are, you won’t even be able to sleep the 
night before Christmas, because you will be thinking 
about all the presents you are planning to receive. 

It sure is fun to receive presents. But did you know 
that there is something much better than getting 
great presents? You might not believe it, but giving 
things to others is actually better than getting them. 
You don’t have to take my word for it. Jesus told us 
this truth. In Acts 20:35, Paul said, “And remember 
the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’” Getting presents is so 
much fun, it is hard to believe that it is better to give 
than to get. But it is true. 

REALLY IS BETTER THAN

KYLE BUTT

Have you ever watched 
how your parents behave on 
Christmas while you are open-
ing up your presents? Do they 
compare their stack of presents 
to yours? Are they angry or 
jealous that they did not get 
as many presents as you? Of 
course not. The truth is, if your 
parents are like most that I 
know, they do not really even 
care how many presents they 
get, or how nice they are. They 
are much more interested in 
watching you open your pres-
ents. They have learned that it 
is more blessed to give than to receive.

You see, when you think only about yourself and 
how many presents you receive, it can cause you 
to become selfish and unhappy. You will constantly 
compare your things with other people’s, and you 
will become discontent with what you have. When 
we think only about ourselves, we can never truly 
be happy.

When we look at the life of Jesus, we see how He 
approached life. He was not selfish. He did not think 
only about Himself and what He would receive from 
others. Instead, He spent His time on Earth thinking 
about what He could give to others. In Philippians 
2:4-5, we read, “Let each of you look out not only for 
his own interests, but also for the interests of oth-
ers. Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus.” By thinking about what we can give and how 
we can help others, we are following Jesus’ example 
and can be truly happy.

Think about how quickly we forget the presents 
we receive. If someone were to ask you what you 
got for Christmas last year, chances are good that 

you could not name even half of your presents. So 
many presents we receive get lost, are broken, or we 
quickly grow out of them. Material possessions such 
as iPhones, toys, and clothes can never make us 
happy. When we have the mind of Christ, however, 
and think about the interests of other, we experi-
ence a joy that is far beyond the brief happiness of 
getting a gift. 

A man named Dan Clark once 
told a story about his friend Paul. 
Paul had a brother who gave him 
a brand new car. One day while 
Paul was walking to his car, he 
saw a young boy admiring it. The 
boy asked Paul where he had 
gotten the car. Paul explained 
that his brother had given it to 
him. The boy was amazed and 
said, “I sure wish…” Paul thought 
he knew exactly what the boy 
was going to say. Truth is, you 
probably think you know what 
he said. How would you finish 
that sentence if it were you? You 

might be just as surprised as Paul was to hear how 
the boy finished the sentence. He said, “I sure wish 
I could be a brother like that.” That boy under-
stood Jesus’ message that it is more blessed to give 
than to receive.

So, make sure you have a long list this year. No, not 
a long list of presents that you want to get (though 
there is nothing wrong with wanting presents), but 
a long list of presents you want to give. Have you 
thought about what your mother would really like to 
receive from you this year? What present would mean 
a lot to your dad? Can you think about what your 
brothers and sisters may need or want? Are there 
children at your school who may not receive many 
presents that could use a nice, thoughtful gift from 
you? Are you aware of any mission works or children’s 
homes in other countries where kids need things? 
This year, try writing out the best kind of list of all: 
what you will give.

GETTING

GIVING
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IT’S RATHER EASY TO BE 
KIND TO PEOPLE WHO LOOK NICE, WHO SMELL 
SWEET, WHO ACT FRIENDLY, AND WHO SAY 
pleasant things. It’s even easier to be kind to people 
from whom we need or want something. The student 
who needs a letter of recommendation from her 
teacher may be nicer to her teacher than she would 
be otherwise. The young man who wants to marry a 
beautiful, sweet, young lady will likely be very kind to 
her, in part, because he hopes that she will marry him 
one day. Is this sort of kindness what God expects 
from Christians?

Although most people in the world do what “feels 
good” and “natural,” God wants Christians to learn from 
Him what goodness and kindness really is. The sort of 
“kindness” that the world shows is often shallow, selec-
tive, and self-seeking. Real, biblical kindness, however, 
is quite different.

First, godly loving-kindness often 
involves making sacrifices. James 
asked, “If a brother or sister is naked 
and destitute of daily food, and one 
of you says to them, ‘Depart in peace, 
be warmed and filled,’ but you do 
not give them the things which are 
needed for the body, what does it 

ERIC LYONS

words him; he took action! He spent his time, energy, 
and money showing kind compassion to a man in 
need. The Samaritan poured his own precious oil and 
wine on the man’s wounds and bandaged them. He 
set the injured man on his own animal, carried him to 
an inn, and “took care of him.” Then, when the Samari-
tan departed the next day, he gave money to the 
innkeeper and said, “Take care of him; and whatever 
more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you” 
(Luke 10:35). The Samaritan was truly good and kind 
because his actions involved making sacrifices.

In Ephesians 4:32, the apostle Paul commanded 
Christians to “be kind to one another, tenderhearted.” 
Interestingly, Paul then directed the Ephesians’ atten-
tion to Christ, Who “has loved us and given Himself 
for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God” (5:2). What 
lesson can we learn from Jesus? That loving-kindness 
involves making one or more sacrifices.

Second, our kindness is not to be directed toward 
only certain people. Divinely defined kindness does 
not target one person to the neglect of another. In 
truth, God’s all-loving, perfectly just nature will not 
allow Him to be kind only to certain people. God is 
kind toward everyone. Peter said: “God shows no 
partiality. But in every nation whoever fears Him and 
works righteousness is accepted by Him” (Acts 10:34-

35). Even though some people in the first century 
were considered “influential,” notice Paul’s attitude in 
Galatians 2:6. He said: “What they were makes no dif-
ference to me; God shows no partiality” (ESV). Regard-
less if people were “something” or “nothing,” Paul’s 
Christ-like attitude toward them was to be consistent.

James said that it is impossible to hold “the faith of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with par-
tiality. For if there should come into your assembly 
a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there 
should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 
and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine 
clothes and say to him, ‘You sit here in a good place,’ 
and say to the poor man, ‘You stand there,’ or, ‘Sit 
here at my footstool,’ have you not shown partial-
ity among yourselves, and become judges with evil 
thoughts?” (James 1:1-4).

Whether rich or poor, whether family, friend, or 
foe (Matthew 5:43-44), with whomever we come in 
contact, may God help us to show real, God-approved 
kindness to everyone. “For if you love those who love 
you, what reward have you?... And if you greet your 
brethren only, what do you more than 
others?... Therefore you shall be per-
fect, just as your Father in heaven is 
perfect” (Matthew 5:46-48).

BE KIND (LIKE GOD IS KIND) TO

profit?” (James 2:15-16). It costs nothing to say a kind 
word, but to give someone something involves some 
measure of sacrifice and generosity. 

Do you remember what the Good Samaritan did 
when he saw the half-dead man on the side of the 
road (Luke 10:30-36)? He did not merely say kind 

EVERYONE
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On A Separate 
sheet of Paper

1. Write a paragraph about why you 
think it is better to give than to 
receive.

2. Write down three kind things 
that you can do for others.

3. Write down two things that you 
can give to someone in need.

Draw a  
PIctureDIRECTIONS: Draw a picture 

of something you can do to 
show kindness to others.  
Examples: raking leaves, cooking food for the sick, etc.

ActIvIty 

Pages

True or 
False 1. ___ Giving things to others is actually better than 

getting them.
 2. ___ When you think only about yourself and how many 

presents you receive, it can cause you to become selfish and unhappy.
 3. ___ The poor in the Bible were exactly like the people in the U.S. who are considered 

poor by government standards.
 4. ___ Jesus was selfish at times.
 5. ___ Godly loving-kindness often involves being selfish. 
 6. ___ The Good Samaritan was truly good and kind because 

his actions involved making sacrifices. 
 7. ___ Jesus commands His followers to love their enemies.
 8. ___ Wherever we have the opportunity, we should offer 

help to those who need clothes and food.
 9. ___ Jesus spent His time on Earth thinking about what He could give to others.
10. ___ Kindness should only be directed toward certain people.

1. Said that it was better to give than to 
receive.   ____________

2. Those to whom Paul wrote: “Let this 
mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus.”  _____________

3. Helped a man who had been beaten by 
thieves and left for dead.   _________  
____________

4. Wrote that it is impossible to hold 
“the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of glory, with partiality.”   
___________

5. Said that “God shows no partiality. But 
in every nation whoever fears Him and 
works righteousness is accepted by 
Him.”   ____________

6. Those to whom Paul wrote: “be kind 
to one another, tenderhearted.”   
____________

7. Apostle who quoted Jesus' words in 
Acts 20 about it being better to give 
than to receive.   ____________

Solve, FInd, 
and CIrcle

E J Y J E S U S L F

P P P P E I G V Y J

E P H Z M S O A G H

T H I E L X O Y M K

E Q L B S M D A F P

R U I U M I S M M J

Q Y P E M A A I U A

R O P K J I M N I M

M Y I Q E D A T S E

G K A I Y K R V M S

A R N J F R I E J M

X B S S Z B T V T P

H G V A C F A X X O

B Z Q F C V N K C Q

J Y H Y I B P A U L

1. “Pure and undefiled _______ 
before God and the Father is 
this: to visit ________ and 
_________ in their trouble, and 
to keep oneself unspotted from 
the world” (James 1:27).

2. “And remember the words of 
the _______  ________, that 
He said, ‘It is more blessed to 
_______ than to receive’”  
(Acts 20:35).

3. “If a brother or sister is naked and 
destitute of daily _______, 

and one of you says to 
them, ‘Depart in peace, 
be warmed and filled,’ 

but you do not _______ 
them the things which are 
needed for the body, what 
does it _______?” (James 
2:15-16).

FIll In the  
BIble Verses

(NKJV)
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ANSWERS

HELPING THE POOR
DAVE MILLER

 SOLVE, FIND, AND CIRCLE: 1. Jesus; 2. Philippians; 3. Good Samaritan; 4. James; 5. Peter; 6. Ephesians; 7. Paul. 
 TRUE OR FALSE: 1. T; 2. T; 3. F; 4. F; 5. F; 6. T; 7. T; 8. T; 9. T; 10. F.  FILL IN THE BIBLE VERSES: 1. religion, orphans, widows; 2. Lord 

Jesus, give; 3. food, give, profit. 

HOW WOULD YOU FEEL 
IF YOU DID NOT KNOW WHERE YOUR NEXT 
MEAL WOULD COME FROM? IMAGINE HAVING 
no clothes except the ones you are now wearing. And 
think about what it would be like to live outdoors and 
sleep at night wherever you could find some cover from 
the weather.

Both the Old and New Testaments have much to say 
about helping the poor. A “poor” person in the Bible is 
defined as one who 
lacks food, clothes, 
and shelter. People in 
Bible times who were 
poor were usually 
widows, orphans, 
beggars, and those 
who had physical 
problems like being 
blind, deaf, or unable 
to walk. The poor 
in the Bible were 
not like most of the 
people in the U.S. 
who are considered 
poor by government 

standards. Most people in America have food to eat, 
clothes to wear, and some type of shelter. The poor in 
countries like India and Africa are truly poor.

We should have a sincere concern for the truly poor 
of the world. Wherever we have the opportunity, we 
should offer help to those who need clothes and food. 
It is so easy for us to enjoy all the different kinds of 
food we eat without thinking of ways to help those in 
the world who have little or no food. Can you think of 
some ways to show Christian kindness to those who 

have little? 

God wants His 
people to help the 
poor of the world. 
Doing so is an impor-
tant part of being a 
Christian: “Pure and 
undefiled religion 
before God and the 
Father is this: to visit 
orphans and wid-
ows in their trouble, 
and to keep oneself 
unspotted from the 
world” (James 1:27).
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