


Science
RIGHT NOW I AM TYP-

ING THIS ARTICLE ON AN AMAZING 
MACHINE WE CALL A COMPUTER. MY 
small computer has more computing abilities than 
all the computers that were used to send people 
to the Moon many years ago. It can process mil-
lions of bits of data and store huge amounts of 
information. It is plugged into a wall and run by 
electricity. That probably is not remarkable to you, 
but did you know that only a few hundred years 
ago, humans had no idea what electricity was or 
what it could do? I’m also seeing the words on the 
screen very clearly because I’m wearing contact 
lenses. These lenses are tiny pieces of plastic that 
I put right onto my eyeballs and they give me per-
fect vision. When I take them out, I can hardly see 
anything. All of these inventions are made possible 
by modern scientific discoveries. Today, we know 
so much more about the world than people did 
just a few years ago.

What does modern science have to do with the 
Bible? The Bible is a collection of 66 different books 
that are very old. The first five books of the Old 
Testament were written in about 1450 B.C. That is 
almost 3,500 years ago. The last book of the Bible, 
Revelation, was written between A.D. 70-100, mak-
ing it almost 2,000 years old. If the Bible is a book 
that was written by humans thousands of years 
ago, then we would expect those people to know 
only the scientific information that was around 
back then. We would expect them to get many 
ideas about nature and science wrong. In fact, if 
humans wrote the books of the Bible, we should 
be able to find many scientific mistakes and errors.

What do we find when we compare what the 
Bible says about 
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the world to what we know about it today? We 
certainly don’t find any mistakes. In fact, we find just 
the opposite. We discover that the Bible has scientific 
information in it that the humans who wrote down 
the information could not have known on their own. 
The Bible contains information about the world that 
was written down accurately that we did not discover 
until thousands of years after the Bible was written. 

There is a term that we use to describe this trait of 
the Bible—scientific foreknowledge. Scientific fore-

knowledge is the idea that the Bible contains scien-
tific information that was accurate hundreds or thou-
sands of years before humans ever understood the 
information. (You can see the similarity in the words 
foreknowledge and before). The idea of scientific 
foreknowledge is important because it shows us that 
humans could not have written the Bible by them-
selves. It proves to us that God must have inspired 
the Bible writers to write down the information. If 
human writers could not have known or even under-
stood the importance of the scientific information, it 
must have been from the divine Creator. If you think 
about it, that makes perfect sense. Since God created 
the world, He surely knows exactly how it works. He 
would never get a single natural or scientific detail 
wrong. Only God could inspire a book that is 3,500 
years old and still is perfectly accurate in everything 
that it says. 

In this issue of Discovery, we are going to look at 
several examples of scientific foreknowledge in the 
Bible. They show how accurate the Bible is when talk-
ing about science and the natural world.
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The Master 

Ship Builder
www.wikipedia.org (KAM_8498) 2018 Licencse C-by-sa-2.0

ENGINEERING IS A FIELD 
OF SCIENCE THAT STUDIES HOW TO BUILD 
THINGS. ENGINEERS ARE SCIENTISTS WHO 
work in this field. Think for a minute about all the 
things that might require an engineer. Do you ride 
in a car? How does the gas go into the motor with-
out blowing the car up? Engineers figured that out 
(in the past, however, they sometimes got it wrong 
and some cars did blow up). How can we build huge 
skyscrapers that can stay up even when strong 
winds blow against them? Engineers study the 
strongest designs and materials and help builders 
know what to do. What about huge ships that can 
carry thousands of people on cruises? How can we 
design them to stay afloat with so much weight on 
them? Again, the answer is that brilliant engineers 
have studied the natural world and learned how to 
design such amazing vessels.

When we go to the Bible, 
we find a fascinating example 
of engineering genius. In 
Genesis 6:15, God instructed 
Noah to build an ark that was 

300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high. 
A cubit is a measure of length. It was probably about 
18 inches. That would mean the Ark would have been 
450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. This is 
a ratio of 30 to 5 to 3 (length to width to height). The 
ark was one of the largest floating ships ever created 
for thousands of years.

As it turns out, these measurements are perfect for 
a huge boat built to stay afloat rather than for speed. 
Obviously the ark was not built for speed, since it had 
nowhere to go! What is more, shipbuilders during 

World War II 
used a similar 
30:5:3 ratio to 
build the SS Jer-
emiah O’Brien, 
which eventu-
ally was nick-

named “the ugly duckling”—a barge-like boat built to 
carry huge amounts of cargo. 

The same ratio Noah used was still excellent to use 
thousands of years after he built the Ark. How did 
Noah know the perfect measurements? Modern engi-
neers have many years of shipbuilding 
knowledge and information to use. 
Noah did not have such information. 
And Moses, who wrote down the 
information in Genesis 6, certainly 
was not a shipbuilding 
engineer. Where did 
he get such infor-
mation? From 
the Master 
Builder! 
This is 
a great 
example 
of scientific 
foreknowledge 
in the Bible. We 
should thank 
God for inspiring 
such a wonder-
ful book.

THE LIQUID OF LIFE

THE LAST TIME YOU CUT 
YOUR FINGER OR SCRAPED YOUR KNEE, 
YOU PROBABLY SAW A RED LIQUID OOZE 
from your body. We call that liquid blood. Why do 
you have blood? Every cell in your body needs cer-
tain things to survive and function. Cells need oxy-
gen, water, nutrients (food), and they need to get 
rid of waste and other harmful substances. Blood 
carries everything the cells need and it works as a 
“garbage truck” to remove unwanted and harmful 
trash. Today, we know that blood keeps you alive. 
If a person loses too much blood, that person may 
die. In fact, if a person is in an accident and has lost 
lots of blood, doctors often will give him a blood 
transfusion. A blood transfusion is when more 
blood is pumped into someone’s body.

It is interesting to learn, however, that most doc-
tors and scientists in the past did not understand 
how important blood is. In fact, they thought 
that blood could become “bad” and needed to be 
removed from the body. The first U.S. president, 
George Washington, came down with a fever in the 
year 1800. His doctor tried to help him get better by 

removing much of his blood! The doctors took out 
about 80 ounces of his blood. Of course, this did 
not help George Washington get better; instead, it 
led to his death. This idea of bleeding patients was 
common practice until about 200 years ago.  

But what does all this have to do with the Bible? 
Thousands of years ago Moses stated: “For the 
life of the flesh is in the blood” (Leviticus 17:11). 
Today we know this to be true, but ancient people 
did not understand blood’s importance. How did 
a shepherd like Moses come to know such infor-
mation? Was it just a lucky guess? Certainly not. 
Moses wrote this down, not because he was a 
medical genius, but because he was guided by the 
Great Physi-
cian. Once 
again, we 
see God’s 
mark on the 
Bible.
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ActIvIty 

Pages

True or 
False

 1.   ____ Moses listed bats as unclean 
animals.

 2.  ____ Modern science has demonstrat-
ed the wisdom of the food laws 
God gave the Israelites in the 
Old Testament.

 3.  ____ Most nations throughout histo-
ry have had some kind of Food 
and Drug Administration.

 4.  ____ Among other things, blood 
serves as a “garbage truck” to 
remove unwanted and harmful 
“trash” from our cells.

 5.  ____ The idea of bleeding patients 
has always been known to be 
unhealthy and was rarely prac-
ticed throughout history.  

 6.  ____ Ancient people did not under-
stand the importance of blood.

	 7.		____	God	doesn’t	make	mistakes.
	 8.		____	Noah’s	ark	was	300	feet	long,	

50	yards	wide,	and	30	meters	
high.

	 9.		____	The	Bible	is	scientifically	accu-
rate.

	10.		____	Noah’s	ark	was	built	for	speed.

	 1.	____	 A	field	of	science	that	studies	
how to build things

	 2.	____	 Instructed	to	build	an	ark	300	
cubits long

 3. ____ Wrote the book of Leviticus
 4. ____ Often carry rabies
 5. ____ This amazing liquid carries every-

thing the cells in your body need.
 6. ____ Book of the Bible in which we 

learn	that	“the	life	of	the	flesh	
is in the blood” 

	 7.	____	 Book	that	has	scientific	infor-
mation in it that the humans who 
wrote down the information could 
not have known on their own.

	 8.	____	 Was	built	to	a	perfect	30	to	5	to	
3 ratio

 9. ____ The idea that the Bible contains 
scientific	information	that	was	
accurate hundreds or thousands 
of years before humans ever 
understood the information

10.	____	 A	measurement	of	length,	which	
was likely about 18 inches long

K C S V I N Z D L I V L T S J
T V H C Q N L Q K F S D U C A
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U O K Z X V F T S H L S W N U
M X A C U R I L M R Y B R T R
Y S A H C M B K G W Q F D I N
F G Z K D R D T Z F R R Q F L
E C L E V I T I C U S R K I X
U V A E M N Z F S G R V S C S
P B W N T T Z Y U L V C N F N
R A J G R O D B L O O D L O R
G T P I M R K K Y X C C C R A
V S D N V B Z E A W T N C E S
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On a Separate 
sheet of Paper

A. Moses
B. Noah
C. Blood
D. Leviticus

Match, FInd, 
and CIrcle

E.	Scientific	 
Foreknowledge

F.	Noah’s	Ark
G. Bible

H. Bats
I. Cubit 
J. Engineering

Dear Digger Doug, 
What is a comet?  
—Alethea, age 6 
Morgantown, KY

Dear Alethea,

Thanks for your great question. Several years ago, 
a friend of mine, Kyle Butt, wrote an article about 
comets in Discovery magazine and answered your 
question. Here is how he put it:

Have you ever seen a comet yourself? They really 
are amazing. They look like huge shooting stars that 
stay in the sky much longer than a regular shooting 
star. Sometimes comets can be seen for several 
days at a time. What is a comet, and why do they 
only show up in the sky occasionally? Scientists 
believe that comets are huge balls of dust and ice. 
Because of this ice-dust mixture, people sometimes 
call them dirty snowballs or dirty ice balls. There 
are	hundreds	of	comets.	In	fact,	over	800	comets	
have been recorded. Some of these are called peri-
odic comets, which means that they orbit the Sun 
in	less	than	200	years.	Most	of	the	time,	we	cannot	
see comets. But when they move close to the Sun, 
the heat causes them to evaporate. When a comet 
evaporates, a long tail is formed that is made up of 
tiny	dust	particles	and	gases.	Sunlight	reflects	off	
these particles and makes it possible for us to see 
the comet and tail. The tails of some comets can 
reach many millions of miles long, making them the 
biggest objects in the solar system. Some scientists 
think that comets were formed millions of years ago 
by accident, but that cannot be true. Think about 
Halley's Comet, probably the most famous comet 
of all. It can be seen like clockwork every 76 years. 
How could an accident form a comet that has such a 
regular orbit? Furthermore, no accident billions of 
years ago could produce the natural laws needed to 
form comets and keep them in orbit. In truth, God 
made the Universe, our Galaxy, the solar system, 
and everything in it. As the psalmist wrote long ago, 
“The	heavens	declare	the	glory	of	God;	and	the	fir-
mament shows His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1).

1.	 Explain	what	we	find	when	we	compare	what	
the Bible says about the world to what we know 
about the world today. (That is, discuss the 
accuracy of what the Bible writers wrote.)

2.	 Discuss	the	dimensions	of	Noah’s	Ark.	(What 
has history shown about these dimensions?)
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KCSVINZDLIVLTSJ
TVHCQNLQKFSDUCA
FJBPCZTXWPYUSIW
NANCPIJTYVUNSEJ
UOKZXVFTSHLSWNU
MXACURILMRYBRTR
YSAHCMBKGWQFDIN
FGZKDRDTZFRRQFL
ECLEVITICUSRKIX
UVAEMNZFSGRVSCS
PBWNTTZYULVCNFN
RAJGRODBLOODLOR
GTPIMRKKYXCCCRA
VSDNVBZEAWTNCES
QVLEFIJQYQZEXKO
KTLEGBTFAFREKNG
YFLRELPAOLLNXOC
HYRIMEFWMIHVQWU
HMXNNOAHSARKMLB
NIJGGYSAUBVXXEI
WXVYVQKEVFLOVDT
ZPUFELAYSUCCPGT
YSVKYHJDJWDSFET

BATS
ARE OFF THE MENU

MATCH, FIND, AND CIRCLE:  1. J (Engineering); 2. B (Noah); 3. A (Moses); 4. H (Bats); 5. C (Blood); 6. D (Leviticus); 7. G (Bible); 8. F (Noah’s Ark); 9. E (Scientific 
Foreknowledge); 10. I (Cubit). TRUE OR FALSE: 1-T; 2-T; 3-F; 4-T; 5-F; 6-T; 7-T; 8-F; 9-T; 10-F.

THE UNITED STATES GOV- 
ERNMENT HAS AN ORGANIZATION CALLED 
THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION  
(or FDA). The FDA is designed to protect U.S. citizens 
by making laws about what can and cannot be sold as 
food. It tells companies how clean their factories must 
be, what kinds of containers food can go into, and 
how food must be prepared. The FDA also makes rules 
for restaurants about how they must cook certain 
foods. These laws keep people from getting sickness 
that can come from food and bacteria in food. Many 
smart scientists work for the FDA and do their best to 
keep people safe.

Most ancient nations in the past had nothing like the 
FDA. People sold food however they wanted to, pre-
pared it however they could, and had no regulations. 
When we go to the Bible, however, we see that Moses 
actually did write down “food laws” for the Israelites. In 
Leviticus 11, we find a list of animals that were clean 
and unclean. The Jews could eat the clean animals. They 
were not supposed to eat or touch the unclean ones.

In Leviticus 11:19, we learn that bats were unclean. The 
Israelites were not supposed to eat them or even touch 
their dead bodies. In modern times, we have learned 
that this rule would save many lives. Bats are very dan-
gerous to eat. They can carry more than 100 viruses and 
sicknesses that humans can catch. In fact, bats often 
carry rabies, a disease that can be deadly to humans. It 
is so common for bats to carry rabies that people who 
study them say we should assume that all bats have 
rabies and not touch them. 

How could Moses have known to tell the Israelites not 
to touch or eat bats? He did not have the FDA or mod-
ern science to warn him about the dangerous diseases 
they carry. Instead, he had something even better—the 
scientific foreknowledge that came directly from God.
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