


IMAGINE THAT A BOY 
WENT WITH HIS MOTHER TO THE MALL. 
HE WAS EXCITED BECAUSE THERE WAS AN 
arcade with cool video games. There was also a 
cinnamon roll shop that he loved. His mother was 

thrilled that the 
mall was having 
a big sale and she 
could get clothes 
much cheaper 
than usual. First, 
the two ate a 
cinnamon roll 
together. Then 
they went shop-
ping at several 

clothing stores. Finally, they went to the arcade so 
the boy could play a few video games. When they 
got home, the boy went to his room to read a book 
before dinner. His dad came in and asked about his 
trip. “It was great,” the son replied. “We ate cinnamon 
rolls and went to the arcade. We had a lot of fun.” 
The dad then went to the kitchen where his wife was 
making dinner, and he asked her about the trip. She 
said, “Oh, it was terrific. We were able to get clothes 
for half price at three different clothing stores.”

Did you hear that? The mom did not even men-
tion the arcade or cinnamon rolls, and the son did 
not say a word about the clothing stores. Does 
that mean that the stories contradict one another 
or that either the boy or the mother was lying? 
Certainly not. It simply shows that no one ever 
tells all the details of a story when they retell it, 
and additional information does not mean there 
is an error. If the boy had said that they only went 
to the arcade and no stores, then there would be 
a problem. Or if the mom said they did not go to 

the arcade, there would be an error; but that is not 
what they said.

When we go to the Bible, we see similar situations. 
In Matthew 28:1, the Bible says that Mary Magda-
lene and the other Mary went to visit the tomb of 
Jesus. Mark explains that Mary Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James, and Solome visited the tomb 
(16:1). And Mark says that the women brought 
spices, but Matthew says nothing about spices. Then 
in John 20:1, the writer mentions Mary Magdalene 
but neither of the other women or the spices. Does 
this mean that Mark, Matthew, or John made errors? 
No. It just means that each of the authors included 
additional information that is different from the 
other writers, but not contradictory.

Notice that none of the writers said “only Mary” or 
“Mary and no one else.” Furthermore, Matthew and 
John did not mention the women bringing spices, 
but they do not say that “the women brought no 
spices.” When we think about it, we understand no 
person ever gives all the information when retell-
ing a story, that would be unnecessary and would 
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CONTRADICTION
ADDITION is not

take a very long time. The Bible writers often gave 
additional information to help readers understand 
more about the story. Just because the details in 
each story are different, that does not mean they 
are wrong. In fact, just like the boy and the mom 
at the mall, we would expect each of the writers to 
include different, additional information.

Let’s look at another illustration. Suppose you 
have 10 one-dollar bills in your pocket. A man 
comes up and asks, “Do you have one dollar in your 
pocket?” You tell him that you do and pull out one 
of those bills to show him. Then you put it back. A 
few minutes later a lady comes and asks if you 
have five dollars in your pocket. You again 
say “yes” and pull five dollar bills out of your 
pocket. Finally, your friend from school wants 
to know if you have 10 dollars in your pocket. 
You say, “Yes, I have 10 dollars,” and you pull the 
bills out to show him. Notice how your answers 
are different. You said that you had “one dol-
lar,” then you said you had “five dollars,” and 

then you said you had “10 dollars.” So, which one of 
these answers is right? They all are. You gave dif-
ferent answers because each person asked a differ-
ent question, but your answers weren’t wrong or 
contradictory. 

When we look at the Bible, we see that God 
inspired the writers to be perfectly accurate in 
everything they said. There may be accounts where 
we see different, additional information, but we 
never see the writers making errors or contradict-
ing one another.
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QUOTATION MARKS  
CAN OFTEN BE VERY BENEFICIAL. THEY 
HELP US KNOW EXACTLY WHEN A PERSON 
is speaking. They also help us understand exactly 

what a person has 
said. Did the husband 
merely say that he 
loved his wife, or did 
he tell his wife: “I love 
you more than life 
itself”? Did Abraham 
Lincoln state, “About 
90 years ago, our 
dads started a coun-
try,” or did he actu-
ally say, “Four score 
and seven years ago 

our fathers brought forth on this continent a new 
nation”? Quotation marks can help us know the dif-
ference between an actual quote and a paraphrase of 
what was said.

In modern times, writers often use quotation 
marks for direct quotes. We must keep in mind, how-
ever, that the inspired writers of Scripture did not 
use quotation marks to identify exactly what various 
people said. As with all writers of ancient history, 
quotation marks were unknown to the Bible writers. 
The thousands of quotation marks in many modern 
translations were actually added by translators in 
hopes of helping Bible students have an easier time 
understanding the text. Unfortunately, quotation 
marks can cause problems if we do not first under-
stand that the inspired writers often did not intend 
for their statements to be exact quotations, but 
rather summaries of inspired truths.

  What You  
Need to Know about 
"QUOTATION" MARKS  
    in the BIBLE

KYLE BUTT

Do you remember in 2 Kings 5 when the Israelite 
servant informed Naaman’s wife that Elisha could 
heal Naaman of his leprosy? The Bible says that Naa-
man went and told the king of Syria, “Thus and thus 
said the girl who is from the land of Israel” (2 Kings 
5:4). But Naaman obviously did not approach the 
king of Syria and literally say the words, “thus and 
thus.” Rather than repeat what the girl said to Naa-
man’s wife, the inspired writer of 2 Kings summarized 
Naaman’s statement to the king with the words “thus 
and thus.” Yet, because these words appear within 
quotations marks in certain modern translations, 
some might misinterpret the encounter. Do you see 
how careful we need to be when interpreting “quota-
tions” from the Bible and other ancient books written 
thousands of years ago?

Quotations of Jesus
Many times in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, the 

Bible writers recorded statements made by Jesus 
while He was on Earth. Though Bible writers fre-
quently recorded the same statements, they are not 
exactly (word-for-word) alike. For example, Matthew 
recorded that Jesus told Satan, “It is written again, 
‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God’” (4:7). But 
Luke wrote: “It has been said, ‘You shall not tempt 
the Lord your God’” (4:12). Although this difference is 
considered minor, and is referring to the same thing 
(the Old Testament), Matthew and Luke still recorded 
Jesus’ statement using different words. Why? Why did 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John not always record the 
words of Jesus exactly alike?

First, it is possible that some differences throughout 
the Gospel accounts are due to Jesus having made 

both statements. It is unwise to think that every 
similar statement recorded by the Gospel writers 
must refer to the exact same moment in time. In the 
example of Jesus responding to Satan’s temptation, 
it may be that Jesus repeated the same thought on 
the same occasion using different words. After telling 
Satan, “It has been said, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord 
your God,” Jesus could have stressed the point again 
(especially if Satan repeated the temptation) by say-
ing, “It is written, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your 
God.’” So as you can see, Jesus could have made both 
statements.

A second reason why differences exist among the 
“quotations” of Jesus is because the writers’ purpose 
was to record precisely what the Holy Spirit wanted, 
but not necessarily word-for-word what Jesus said. 
Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 
3:16-17), one writer may paraphrase a person’s words, 
while another writer may quote the exact words. 
Similar to how two different, but honest, newspaper 
reporters can give true accounts of the same event 
using different words, the Bible writers could give 
accurate accounts of what Jesus said to mankind, 
especially considering they were guided “by the Holy 
Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21).

Conclusion
Throughout the Bible, you will find accurate state-

ments that Jesus and others made, but not neces-
sarily the exact quotations. Keep in mind, however, 
that inspired summaries of what someone said do 
not take away from the truthfulness of the God-given 
Scriptures, nor your ability to apply those Scriptures 
to your life.

ERIC LYONS
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Cryptogram

On A Separate 
sheet of Paper

1. Explain how Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John could all be correct regarding 
which women they indicated went to 
the tomb of Jesus.

 2. Discuss how Judas died and explain 
the differences between Matthew 
27:5 and Acts 1:18.
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ActIvIty 

Pages

True or 
False

1. ____ Two stories may 
be different 
and yet not be 
contradictory.

2. ____ According to the Bible, Mary Magdalene was 
the only woman who visited the tomb of Jesus.

3. ____ Matthew and Luke disagree over how Judas 
died.

4. ____ The Bible writers used quotation marks to 
identify exactly what various people said.

5. ____ Additional information is always contradictory 
information. 

6. ____ Naaman literally said the words, “Thus and 
thus…” to the king of Syria. 

7. ____ According to the Bible, Adam and Eve spoke 
English. 

8. ____ Bible writers were inspired by the Holy Spirit.

 1. Went and hanged himself after 
betraying Jesus.   ____________

 2. Said “thus and thus” to the king 
of Syria.   _____________

 3. Resisted three strong temptations 
from Satan.   _____________

 4. This author of Acts gave more 
information than Matthew 
about the death of Judas.   
___________

 5. Disease that Naaman suffered 
from   ____________

 6. He inspired men to write the 
Bible.   ________  _________

 7. Tempted Jesus   ____________
 8. The place where different 

languages were introduced into 
the world.   _______  ___  
_________

Solve, FInd, 
and CIrcle

T Y N U N G J N Y X J V

S O U W R J A E W P F O

M L W D T M U J E S U S

R U Q E A Q B D S Y K L

D K B A R I F B A K S T

H E N R Z O Z P A S A G

E O X T T I F R R I T S

K C L O Z D I B O X A E

H M M Y D G B B A S N J

K T G I S H M Q G B C O

U W O Z E P G J F G E Q

B H W M A F I O S B Y L

E X B J P Y U R R Z G X

E L E P R O S Y I E H J

H H T A B N E H Z T A O

Dear Digger Doug,
What language did Adam 

and Eve speak when the 
Earth was first created? 
—Allison, Altamont, TN

Dear Allison,
I’m answering your question in the English 

language, but there are hundreds of languages 
in the world today. Which of these did Adam 
and Eve speak? As you may know, after the 
Flood, at the time of the Tower of Babel there 
was only one language. God wanted the people 
to spread over the Earth, but they refused 
and stayed together and built the huge Tower 
of Babel. Because they disobeyed God, He 
confused their languages and caused different 
people to speak many different kinds of 
languages. At the Tower of Babel, different 
languages were introduced into the world. 
Those languages have changed over time and 
now there are probably many more languages 
than there were at the Tower of Babel. Which 
of the languages did Adam and Eve speak? The 
Bible does not say and we may never know. 
They may have even spoken a language that 
no longer exists today. Thanks for your great 
language question.

Directions: Use the alphabet key below to 
decipher the hidden message.

	 	
www.DiscoveryMagazine.com	 May 2016 • Discovery

 39	 38	 Discovery • May 2016	 www.DiscoveryMagazine.com
© COPYRIGHT, APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC., 2016, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © COPYRIGHT, APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC., 2016, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC.
230 Landmark Drive

Montgomery, AL 36117
(800) 234-8558 (Orders)

(334) 272-8558
www.DiscoveryMagazine.com

 © 2013 Apologetics Press, Inc.
 All Rights Reserved

Editor: Kyle Butt, M.A.
Associate Editor: Eric Lyons, M.Min.
Layout and Design: Rob Baker, M.Ed.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Montgomery, AL
Permit No. 513

Yearly Subscription Fees in U.S. Funds Only • United States of America: Individual rate: $14 each • Bulk rate (at least 5 to same address): $10.50 each.
Club rate (at least 10 to different address paid together): $12 • Homeschool discount 10% off above rates

ANSWERS

APOLOGETICS PRESS, INC.
230 Landmark Drive

Montgomery, AL 36117
(800) 234-8558 (Orders)

(334) 272-8558
www.DiscoveryMagazine.com

 © 2016 Apologetics Press, Inc.
 All Rights Reserved

Editor: Kyle Butt, M.Div.
Associate Editor: Eric Lyons, M.Min.
Layout and Design: Rob Baker, M.Ed.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Montgomery, AL
Permit No. 513

Yearly Subscription Fees in U.S. Funds Only • United States of America: Individual rate: $14 each • Bulk rate (at least 5 to same address): $10.50 each.
Club rate (at least 10 to different address paid together): $12 • Homeschool discount 10% off above rates

ANSWERS

TYNUNGJNYXJV

SOUWRJAEWPFO

MLWDTMUJESUS

RUQEAQBDSYKL

DKBARIFBAKST

HENRZOZPASAG

EOXTTIFRRITS

KCLOZDIBOXAE

HMMYDGBBASNJ

KTGISHMQGBCO

UWOZEPGJFGEQ

BHWMAFIOSBYL

EXBJPYURRZGX

ELEPROSYIEHJ

HHTABNEHZTAO

How Did JUDAS Die?
ERIC LYONS

 TRUE OR FALSE: 1. T; 2. F; 3. F; 4. F; 5. F; 6. F; 7. F; 8. T. SOLVE, FIND, AND CIRCLE: 1. Judas; 2. Naaman; 3. Jesus; 4. Luke; 5. leprosy; 6. 
Holy Spirit; 7. Satan; 8. Tower of Babel. CRYPTOGRAM: Additional information is not the same as a contradiction.

OF ALL THE BIBLE QUES-
TIONS WE RECEIVE AT APOLOGETICS PRESS, 
PERHAPS THE MOST FREQUENTLY ASKED IS, 
“How exactly did Judas die?” According to Matthew, 
after Judas betrayed Jesus, Judas “went and hanged 
himself” (27:5). In the book of Acts, however, Luke 
mentioned that “falling headlong, he burst open in the 
middle and all his entrails gushed out” (1:18). So which 
is it? Did Judas hang himself, or did he fall headlong 
and burst his mid-section open?

The truth is, Matthew 27:5 and Acts 1:18 cannot 
contradict each other if it is possible for both to be 
true—and it certainly is possible for both incidents to 
have occurred. Consider a brawl in which two men are 
fighting to the death. The larger man strikes the under-
sized man in the throat, crushing his larynx. For nearly 
60 seconds, the wounded man stumbles around trying 
to breathe, but cannot. He then goes limp, falls to the 

ground, and strikes his head on the 
concrete and dies. When the 

police come to 
the scene 

and ask witnesses what happened, one person 
will likely declare, “James struck John and killed 
him.” Another person may say, “John suffocated 
after being hit in the throat.” Still another might 
add, “Falling headfirst, John hit his head on the 
ground, causing his skull to split open.” Are 
the witnesses’ statements contradictory? No. 
They are supplementary. (Remember read-
ing about “additions” earlier in this Discovery 
issue?) Likewise, neither of the statements 
concerning the death of Judas is contradic-
tory. Simply put, one does not exclude the other 
and they may both be true. 

According to ancient tradition, Judas hanged him-
self above the Valley of Hinnom on the edge of a cliff. 
Eventually the rope snapped (or was cut or untied), 
which caused the lifeless body of Judas to fall headfirst 
into the field below, as Luke described. Matthew does 
not deny that Judas fell and had his entrails gush out, 
and Luke does not deny that Judas hanged 
himself. In short, Matthew records the 
method in which Judas attempted his 
death, while Luke reports the end 
result.
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